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UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 



•THE HISTORY OF THE CANAANITES ANOi 
PHILISTINES. 



SECT* L 
77i€ Mstory of Canaan, 



Y TNDER the general denomination of Canaan- 
vJ ites are included the seven nations, distLo^* 
f^idied in scripture by the names of Hittites, Je« 
busites, Amorites, Girgasites, Hivites, Perizzites, 
and Canaanites) properly so called. They appear 
to have laboured in a particular manner under the 
evil infiuence of the curse denounced against their 
progenitor, Canaan : being doomed in the end to 
fiubjectioB> expulsion, or extirpation : and were in 
4lll im>babiUty, subdivided into many little king* 
^kans ; tunce we read of thirty-c3sie Canaanitish 
Idngm who were subdued by the victorious arms 
t)f Joshua. 

With respect to customs, manners, arts, sci- 
ences, and language, these nations may be 
Aipposed to have differed widely from each other, 
acc(»idinig tp the different courses of life, which 
naturally resulted from their respective situations* 
Those who resided on the seacoasts were mer^ 
Vol. XL B 
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3 CANAANITES. 

« 

chants, in which capacity thejr will be considered 
when spoken of as Phoenicians, for by that name 
they were afterward known to the Greeks. The 
others, who had an inland situation, were partly 
employed in rural avocations, and partly in the 
exercise of arms* Those who resided in the 
walled cities and fixed abodes, cultivated the land ; 
and those who wandered about, grazed cattle, or 
carried arms ; so that it is easy to discern among 
them the several distinct classes of merchants, 
artificers, soldiers, shepherds, and husbandmen. 
It is also sufficiently obvious, that they were well 
appointed for war ; that their towns were well for- 
tified, and themselves well supplied with military 
weapons; that they were enteiprising, obstinate, 
and almost invincible ; and by no means defici- 
ent in craft or pplicy. 

Their religion seems to have been undefiled to 
the days of Abraham, who acknowledged Mel- 
chisedek as a priest of the most high God : but 
after this period they degenerated apace ; arid in 
the days of Moses were become incorrigible idol- 
aters ; for he stiictly enjoined the . Israelites not 
to intermarry with them, but to " destroy their 
^tars, overthrow their images, cut down their 
groves, and smite them without mercy." They 
are said to have compelled their children to pass 
through fire to the idol Moloch? to have con- 
taminated their altars with human sacrifices ; and 
to have abandoned themselves entirely to the 
-gratification of their impure desires. Of their 
government nothing more can be said, than that 
they were comprehended in a great number of 
states under subjection to chiefe or kings; and 
that all tlieir business was transacted in popular 
assemblies. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CANAANITES. S 

The beginning of their history is extremely 
dark, and much encumbered with the hypotheses 
of the learned, who have contemplated their anti- 
quities. They ^are supposed, upon the incr«iSie 
of their families, to have possessed themselves of 
the Aral»an side of Egypt ; and there to have 
erected a kingdom coeval with that of Mizraim* ^ 
But the incongruity, which subsisted between 
their customs and those of the Egyptians, occa?* 
sioned some fierce contentions, which terminated 
in their total expulsion. 

The first authentic account of this 3 q^ 
people applies to the inhabitants of the 1912! 
vale of Siddim, who were invaded by 
Chedorlaomer, kin^ of Elam, and reduced to pay 
an annital tribate* Thirteen years after their 
subjugation they revoltefl, and determined to 
dispute their rights with th^ conqueror; bat 
their effort proved unsuccessful, and they were 
chastised with the most exempiiUy rigour. At 
this time I^t was taken captive, smd rescued by 
his kinsman Abraham. 

No ftulhcr mention is made of their g. ^ 
ccmcems daring the space of fifteen years ; I8s>r. ' 
hut at length a terrific judgment was 
executed on the inhabitants cf Siddim, in con- 
sequence of their gross impiety and uncletoness. 
Four cities of this fertile aRd pleasant vale, Sodomy 
Gommorrahi Admah, and Zeboim, were at once 
destroyed by fire and brimstone ; and the whole 
tract of country in their vicinage was consumed, 
and.became the Dead sea, orlake Asphaltites. 

After this destruction of one branch of the 
Canaanites, with their whole territory, except 
the city of Bela, the Hittites treated with Abra- 
ham respecting the cave of Machpelah, and their 
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4 CAVAAKir£S» ^ 

behaviour tows^s that patmrch merits <mr 
l¥arniest approbation. 

B; C. Nothing material occurs after thi§ traot* 
:ir34. action^ for the space of one hundred aii4 
twenty-eight years, when Hamoi^ kingtf 
Shechem, sold a jnece of ground lo Jacob : s»4 
Dinahy the daughter of that patriarchy enflamed 
Shechem, the son of Hamor» with the most arw> 
dent and ungovernable passion ; in consequence 
0f which, he violated her chastity, and brought 
that dreadful np^assacre upon his unfortunate sub* 
jecte, which is circumstantitally detailed in the 
thirty-fourth chapter of the book of Genesis* 

When Moses first advanced towards the .hoiv 
^ers of the promised land, the Canaanites in 
the south-eastern parts of the #:oun£ry united 
with the Amalekites, to impede the progress tS 
Israel ; but they were eventually unauceessfiil) 
though permitted to repulse such of the chos^u 
people as attempted to enter their territory against 
the express decree of God. Arad was kmg in 
the south-eastern part of CanaaiH when Moses had 
a 9econd time advanced to the froi»tiers« He wf nt 
out against the invaders, and took mmy of them 
prisoners; but he was afterward completely 
vanquished, and his country utterly destroj^ed* 

Sihon, the Amorite, residing in the ancient 
country of the Moabites and Ammonkes, bein^^ 
requested to grant a free passage through his 
country to the Israelites, marched out to oppose 
them ; but he sustained an overthrow at Jaazcar^ 
which was attei^ded with the loss of all his pos<> 
sessions. 

B. cr ^S' ^^^ of Basfaan, is red^oned among 

li52. the sovereigns of the Amorites : he -waa 

of the race of giants, and had m iron 
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CANAANITES. 5 

bedstead nine cubits in length : his kingdom de« 
rived its name from the lofty hill of Baahan, and 
cimtained no less than sixty walled towns^ be- 
side- villages. Og is said to have espoused the 
<^ause of SihoQ, in opposing the progress of Moses 
and his people ; but he was shun in the content, 
and his whole kingdom was transferred to. the 
cinldren of Israel*: 

The news of what Moses had done to these 
cdife^rate kings on the other side Jordan ds-^ 
toUished the Canaanites ^of every denomination ; 
but when they also heard, that the waters of tfie 
river had b^en divided to facilitate the passage of 
the conquerors, their surprise was converted ii^to 
terror and .constematicxi^ Jericho was the .first 
^ace that felt Ae fury of the impending )storm» 
It was' dismantled by the ahoutsof the Israelites, 
the sound of rams horns, and the carrying the 
afk of the covenant round the walls. Not a 
mngle inhabitant was spared but the family of 
Rahab, who had concealed the spies sent by Jos(iua 
into the. city: the buildings were all reduced to 
aahes, and a curse denounced against the man5 
who should attempt to raise others upon the same 
foundation* . 

. The tidings of such rapid and important £, q 
conquests alarmed the little state of Ai, li^i. 
whose king is said. to .have gained sqme 
trifling advantage in his first skitmish with 
Joshua* That general, however, formed a stra- 
ti^^em, by which the city of Ai was speedily re- 
duced to a heap of ruins ; the inhabitants slaugh- 
tered, to the number of twelve thousand souls; 
and the king himself suspended from a tr^ and 
afterward buiifed in one of the gates, Ve^^ath a 
beap.of stones^ 

' B2 
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6 CAWAAVITSS* 

In order to mvert the impend&ig destnicdoii» 
Fbich DOW began to threaten all the ne^hboor* 
ing kiogdemsy the inhabitants of Gibeon, a dty 
of the Hintes, sent ambassadors to Joshua, whO| 
arrivu^ at his camp in Gilgal, vi& old tattered 
garments, clouted shoes, and a quantitf of 
mouldy bread, assured the Israefites, that they had 
come from a far country to solicit an amicable 
alliance ; and acted dieir parts with such addr^^o, 
that Joshua^ inconsiderately, made a league with 
them* At the expiration of three days the arti^ 
fice was discovered, but the Israelites had already 
engaged to protect them as friends : .they wer^ 
however, ccmdemned to be hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water, to the people they had so sub^ 
tilely deceived* .♦ 

Adonizedek, king of Jerusalem, resolving to 
make an example of the Gibeonites, who had so 
tamely surrendered their liberties, called In the 
kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon, 
to assist him in besieging the ^city of Gibeon. 
The inhaUteufits, in this distress, applied for suc^ 
cour to Joshua, who immediately came, and 
obliged the rpyal confederates to retire with the 
utmost precipitation* As they were fleeing, and 
had nearly reached Beth-Horon, there fell a dread* 
ful storm of hail, which did more executi<»i than 
the arms of the Israelites* Thus persecuted by 
the heavens above, and pressed by Joshua iti the 
rear, they fled as chance directed themr In so 
general a dispersion great numbers of them wouki, 
in all probability, have escaped ; had not the sua 
sto^||d his eareer at Joshtia's a»nmand, that the 
IsriJ^pkes might see to overtake and destroy their 
enemies* The five kings feimd a temporary asy« 
lum in a cave near the city of Makkedah ; bul^ 
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CAKAAVITSS. T 

iidng cfi«d0Teit4f 4^^fe loqii dfvggcd out; 
ttxpom tt>imo«» iq^ipMtiey ) aiMt put to df^Ui. • 

Jabipi king ef Av^Ti re<^iyiiig inteUiigefice «f 
tiufl c«tasUt>plie> resolved to raise aU the tribea 
ef the CanMnites la Temi tte oonMnon ta/aaskfj 
end aclaeBjr MsemUed lai army for that imipeaei 
which ia aaid to have been ^ Jike the saiid cm the 
seaidioie ibr aumbenu" But these <»ofede> 
ratiBBf being aittacked by aurpfi^ while they were 
encamped near the waters of Merc»b were dri- 
ven firom their eamp) 90d pursued with great 
atoiighter* 

Kotwithstanding their numema lossea and 
SQisfartiines, the Canaanites still retained their 
^qpirita, and kept Joshua tunpWjfd for the- apace 
of six years, at .the expiration of which greait 
ttumbera are aiq>po6ed to have en^gmted inte fth 
reign countries. 

After they had been repeatedly defeated 
and reduced, the Anakim, a barbarous race 
who inhabited the mountainous part pf the 
counuy, were invaded and cut off, and thus the 
laraefitea acquired,, by degrees, the possession of 
the greatest pto of Canaan. But still the Q^ 
naanites of several deaominationa were very 
-powar^ and, during the remainder of Jofihna'a 
liie, wer^ but little molested, as the conquerors 
were engaged in the important business of divid- 
ing thdrnew territories. 

Subsequent to this division they were 
again invaded on all aides by the chiidren of 
Israel. The tribes of Simeon and Judah 
marched against the Canaiinitea and Peowtes, 
slew ten tiiousand men in the fieki, and flpsed 
tfaefugidves to the city of Beaek, the residence 
ef king Adonibezek, who was in&moua for his 
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singular insolence and inhumanity ; for by his 
own confession he caused seventy monarchs, 
whoih he had taken captive, to be deprived of 
their thumbs and great toes, and obliged them to 
receive their allowance of food, like dogs, be- 
neath his taMe. His city was now taken by as- 
sault, and all the inhabitants put to death. The 
king hims<Blf escaped, but being overtaken in his 
flight, his thumbs and great toes were cut off, as 
^. just reward for his formed cruelty* 

Shortly after this expedition the Canatunkes 
were invaded in several other parts. Those who 
dwelt in the mountains were easily reduced, but 
those who occupied the low country were able to 
make a long and vigorous resistance, being fur- 
nished with chariots of iron* In thp course of 
-tlus war Hebron fell into the hand^ of Caleb, 
who drove thence the three sons of Anak^ 

Some vigorous attempts were ^so made by the 
other tribes i^;^nstthe cities that had fallen to 
their lot, but the adverse party maintained their 
ground with such firmness and resolution, that, 
after all their calamities, they were but little in- 
-ferior to the Israelites, nor had one tribe of them 
been extirpated, except the Girgasites. 

The Canaanites, the Hivites of mount Leba- 
non, and the Sidontans, were left to prove the 
sacred people, by exercising. them with tempta- 
tion to idolatry : and tlie other devoted, nations, 
living ds it were in common with the Isradites, 
soon persuaded them to intermarry wi^ them, 
and serve their gods. - 

^1^ In consequence of their ieurtifices, Israel 

i^PI incurred the heavy displeasure of the AK 

mighty, who employed a second Jalwi as 

the instrument of his wiatji. This prince re- 
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duced Uie Jews to the most aiaject itale of alaveiys 
and oppressed them with the vtmost rigour for 
tfie space c^ twenty years. Attheezpin^km of 
that timt they rev^^ted, and proved so socceaaftd 
1^ thehr attempt £^r the iscovery of their libeity» 
that they rooted Jabio's anny > and poravied Siaera 
(who hod the comaaiidof none hundred chatMta 
of iron) to the gates of Harosbeth of the Gea- 
^s. That genera], fearing to be made prisoner, 
qpntted his chaijoty and due^ted his steps with all 
possible speed to the ten^ of Heber the ISjmt^ 
where he was received by Jael, Heber's wijfe, 
with ev^ry toiktrh of iiespect and atnity* Having 
refreshed himself with « bowl of mUkt and re* 
quested Us hostess to ket^im^bcih at the tent doer 
kst his enemies should discover hinH he fell imto 
%,deep sleep. Jsel immediately sei»d the o|k 
portunity pf driving a nail into his temple^ 
luid thus deprived him of life* Barak, the 
eommander of IstaeU omms to the tent in quest 
of the fugitive, and found that he had perished 
by the hand of a woman; in consequence of 
which Jabin's oppression was set aside^ and the 
Israelites obtidned a respite for the term of forty 
years. 

After this battle the history of the Ca- b. c. 
jiaaoites is very ofaacvce, and unsatisfic* 1047 
lory, till the reign of Oavid^ when that 
moi»rch invaded the city of Jerusalem. The 
Jebusites, whoheld thefoitceas of Zion, are said 
to have posted their lame and Mind to defend 
it, saying, they were sufficient to keep off so 
contemptible an enemy : but David soon < 
ed them of their error^ and carried the ] 
itorm* ^2Q0t tbe same time they were i 
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10 PHILISTnrESw 

.in Gezer, by the king of Egypt, and reduced to 
the utmost extremities. 

Thus oppressed by Israel on the one Hand, sAd^ 
assaulted by the powerful armies of Pharaoh on 
the other, the renuiant of the Aniorites, Hittite^) 
Hivites, Perizzites, and Jebusites, were, in the 
days of Solomon, ^sunk to so wretched asltxlation, 
that they were unable to answer the demand of 
a tribute, and are therefore supposed to have 
been employed in the most laborious and servile 
works by the Jews, who reck^oned them of a 
more ignoble birth- than themselves. It is how- 
ever necessary to remark, that the Canasmites$ 
properly so caHed, were not subject to the yoke of 
Solomon, but, remaining free in their possessicm» 
on the seacoast, gradually rose to a great height 
of fame and prosperity under the appelktion of 
Phoeniciana. 



SECT. IL 

J7ie ISktory (f the PMUoinca. 

IT has been already observed, that this people 
descended partly from the Casluhim, and 
partly from the CajAtorim, the posterity of Miz- 
ratm. Moses affirms, that they drove out the 
Avim or Avite8,.even to Gaza, and took pos- 
session of the country which, was the chief, if not 
tl^Cst, part of the Land of Promise* 
^^Hr most ancient form of government was ad- 
inHReredhy kings, . all of whom were h(XMHU^ 
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^ymth the^appeUatioD of Abimelech. In the days 
.of Moses this monarchy was changed into an 
aristocracy of iive lords ; but the supreme au'^ 
.tl)ority was again vested in the hands of a king, 
though it is uncertson by what means this change 
was effected* The second race of kings was 
distinguished by the appellation of Acbish. Dur- 
ing their best times, the royal residence was at 
Oath, whence it was removed, first to Askelon, 
and then to Gaza« 

' The Philistines appear to have been a Warlike 
and industrious people, and in the days of Abraham 
were justly, famed for- the purity and simplicity 
•of their manners ; but they graduialjly degenerated 
•into all the vices of other idolatrous naticms, and 
became the most irreconcileable enemies of the 
Israelites. They were greatly addicted to trade ; 
entertained a very fond izeneration for their dei- 
'ties<; and performed their religious ceremonies 
.with much pomp and magnifioence. Their lan- 
guage appears to Jiave been easily understood by 
the Hebrews; and they had, doubtless, the arts 
,and isciences in common with the most ingenious 
of their contemporaries. The invention of the 
how and arrow is ascribed to Ais pjeople. 

Abim^ech their king, in . Abrcdiam's q^ q^ 
time, was a wise, and suitable person, 1697. 
and seems to have had some intercourse 
with God- He resided at Gerar, where he be- 
came enamoured of Abraham's wij^, and, under- 
standing she was a single woman, resolved tp take 
♦iier to bis bed ; but .being warned by the Al- 
.mighty, in a dre^m, to restore the object j^his 
love to . her concealed husband, he calledflkra- 
ham mto his presence, rebuked him for his «i^li- 
city and want of confidence, and presented him 
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mltk a considerable number of sheep, tasittk, afid 
ttomnits, gi^g him free pemtsftion attte same 
llfeEie to settle iaaBf part of his. dcrniinions. 

Abtmelech the secood rngned also at Geraiv 
and had almost the same transaction with Isaac 
and Rebecca, as his fatiier had vMk Abraham 
and Saftth. He seemt^^ haii^e been actuated by 
the very same priQcip|(e8 as his righteous pred&> 
cessor, and certainly meritod Uie epithet of a just 
and righteous prince* Isaac continued withoiit 
molestation in the land tiM his increasing power 
began to give umbn^ to the PMlistiaes, who 
gave him no small di^rbance, by fiilii^ up has 
wellsas fest as his servants dug them, and by vii>» 
rious other ill offices* He was then compelled to 
remove from place to place, ^ at length Abs^ 
melech renewed the covenant, that had sidMRSted 
hetween his faieher and AbrahuA* 

Nothing further wcwthy of nodce is recorded 
of these people, till after the decease of Joshua, 
when they were ^possessed of Gaia, Asfcdon, 
and £kn>n, by the united tribes of Simeon and 
Judah, which however they soon recovered, but 
whether by gift or conquest is uncertain* 

g. Q, About one hundred and twenty yeanT 

lias. After the reductkm of these dtiies, the 
Philistines oppressed the clddren of Jm^ 
fBitlj and retained them in subjection till thdr 
delivery was effected by the valour of Shamgar^ 
who is said to have killed ux hundred men with 
an ox goad* A second time they oppressed the 
Israelites, in conjunction with the Ammonites, in 
t he j|a ys of Jepthah : and a third time they re- 
dii^A them, by the permission of Cod, and held 
thm^m subjection for the space of forty years* 
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In tlus interval^ Samson was bom to b. C. ' 

check the pride of the Philistines. He 113r. 
fell in love with a damsel who resided at ^ ^ ^ 
Timnath^and) at the celebration of his maniage, 
proposed a riddle to thirty young Philistines, pro- 
mising to give a suit of apparel to each man, if 
within seven days they should explain it. Fof 
three successive days they puzzled themselves with 
the solution of his enigma ; but -fin^g themselves 
totally at a loss, and knowing that Samson would 
demand thirty changes of apparel from them, if 
they co^d not resolve it, they threatened their 
countrywoman, Samson's bride, with the most 
dreadful effects of their iiiry, if she did not extri- 
cate them from thdo* (rouble. She accordingly 
wearied her husband by continual entreaties, till 
at length she prevailed on lum to disclose the 
ambiguity, which she communicated to her guests* 
This transaction proved a misfortune to Askelon, 
as Samson went thidier and slew thirty men, whose 
^^ments hecarriedhometo fiilfil his engagement. 

This marriage was productive of many jg q 
mislbrtunes to tbe Philistines; ibr Sam* 1135.* 
son's father-in-law, apprehendmg that his 
daughter was not possessed of the Israelite's heart, 
gave her to another, and denied Samson, who had 
been absent a twelvemonth, all access to his wife ; 
but at the same time offered him another daugh- 
ter, whom he highly extolled for her youth and 
personal accomplishments. But this proposal did 
not pacify Samson, who, in revenge, sent three 
hundred foxes with fire-brands at their tails into 
the fields, so that the standing coro was consiun- 
ed, together with all the other fruits of the ealiL 
The Philistines, confounded at so unexpected a 
disaster, and understanding the cause of Samson's 
Vol. ir. C 
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anger, looked on his father-in-law as the cIireF 
incendiary, and therefore burnt him, togetlier- 
with his daughter. 

Many of them were afterward smitten by- 
Samson, whom they pursued to the rock Etam^ 
and -received, bound, from the men of Judali* 
The Philistines shouted aloud at sight of their 
enemy, but their joy was soon converted into 
mourning, for' Samson, breakii^ his bonds, found 
the jaw-bone of an ass, and with that weapon 
killed a thousand of his adversaries. 

At the expiration of twenty years the Gazites^ 
thought they had this formidable enemy within 
theiV 'power, and fastened their gates, with an 
intention to put him to deatli in tlie morning. But 
their precaution w^s frustrated by Samson, who, 
quitting his lodging at midnight, took the city 
gates, with their posts and bars, and carried them 
away to Hebron. He was however at length sub- 
dued through the treachery of his mistress De- 
lilah, who consented to deliver him to the lords of 
tlie Philistines for a considerable sum of money. 

Samson, thus betrayed through his own folly • 
and incontinence, was deprived of his sight, 
bound in fetters of brass, and compelled to grind 
in the prison at Gaza : but, in consequence of 
liis repentance and earnest prayer to God, he was 
finally ena!>led to reyenge himself in the most 
ample manner, by overturning the temple of Da* 
gon, and crushing thi*ee thousand persons beneath 
the ruins. 

Soon after this exti'aordinary event the Philis- 
tines obtained a signal victory over Israel, and 
toAtlie ark of God, after, having slain tiie two 
priests who attended it : but experiencing some 
severe afflictions while tiiey retained it in their 
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•possession, they sent it back again to the Israelites, 
and appear to have been thoroughly sensible 6f 
the hand that chastised them. They soon, how- 
ever, forgot this manifestation of the divine anger; 
'for about twenty years after, they marched agjainst 
the chosen peopJe who were assembled at Miz- 
peh, but they were dispersed by so dreadful a 
storm of thunder and lightning, that the Israelites 
pursued them with great slaughter as far as Beth- 
Car, and emancipated themselves from their ty- 
raimical yoke. 

The Philistines soon recovered this loss, g, c. 
and in a few years became more powerful 1096. 
than ever ; for being informed tliat one 
• of their fortresses had been surprised by Jonathan 
the son of Saul, they assembled thirty thousand 
chariots of war, six thousand horse, and an in- 
credible number of* foot soldiers, to fight with 
the Israelites, who were at this time destitute of 
arms, through the political precautions of their 
tyrannical oppressors. 

In the midst of their cruel depredations g. q^ 
they received a check from Jonathan, 1095. 
who, inspired by a divine impulse, and 
accompanied by his armour-bearer, made a con- 
siderable slaughter of one of their out guards ; 
' the noise of which spreading to the whole body, 
occasioned so universal a tumult, that they fell 
,upon each other with great fury, and the earth is 
expressly said to have shaken beneatii them. The 
Israelites perceiving this confusion, sallied out 
• against them under the command of Saul, and 
pursued them with unremitting slaughter from 
Michmash to Ajalon. 

Notwithstanding this misfortune, visibly ef- 
fected by the hand of Heaven, they recovered 
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jtheir former [spirit in a few years, and resolved 
once more to try the streng^ of the Israelites in 
acms. They accordingly pitched their tents on 
an eminence in fix>nt of the Jewish camp, and 
sent a giant, one Goliath of Gath, to challenge 
any individual of their enemies to single combat* 
He presented himself before the intira^ated tribes 
for forty days successively, without receiving any 
answer to his proposals, or his menaces ; but at 
last he was attacked and slain by David, who at 
that time was a ruddy youth, and used no other 
weapons than a sling and a smooth stixie chosen 
from a brook. The haughty Philistine no sooner 
fell, than David severed his head from his body, 
and carried it off in triumph, while the Philis- 
tines fied with the utmost precipitation, and were 
pursued with great slaughter to the gates of their 
own cities, Gath and Ekron. 

Soon after this event they were overthrown in 
battle by David, and some great change seems to 
have been effected in their government, for about 

*this time the Scripture speaks of a king whose 
name was Achish, and who resided at Gath. 
David, being compelled by the urgency of his 
affairs to seek an asylum in Gath, was brought 
before this monarch ; but he, supposing from his 
behaviour that he was insane, would take no fur- 
ther notice of hiip than to command, that he 
should no more be brought into his presence. 
B. c. Achish, the son of Maoch, afterward 
1(X>0. received David and all his followers into 
his protection ; allotted him Ziglag for his 
particular dwelling ; and proposed to entrust him 
with an honourable command in the army : but 
this design Mias ovenniled by the lords of the 
Philistines* - 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PHILISTINES^ 17 

~ Achish and the PhiKstines now marched agsunst 
Saul, who was encamped on mount Gilboa, ana 
after a sanguinary contest, obtained a complete 
yictory. They drove the Israelites before them 
with great slaughter; put Jonathan, Abniadab, 
and Malchishua, to death : and pursued closely 
after Saul, but' he Ml by his own sword before 
they overtook him. This conquest put them in 
possession of a great part of the enemy's country. 
• On David's accession to the throne of his de- 
ceased rival, tKe Philistines did not offer to dis- 
turb him, but the irreconcileable enmity which 
subsisted between the nations soon produced other 
wars, all of which terminated in fevour of the 
Israelites- The Philistines now were made tri- 
butary to David, and are supposed to have ap- 
plied themselves to commerce and the arts of 
peace. 

' Many years after this period they were B.C. 
harassed by Nadab, king of Israel, who 953. 
Besieged them in the city of Gibbe- 
thon, which was again invested by Elah, king of 
Israel, some years ^terward ; but they resisted the 
efforts of both these princes with equal intrepidity 
and success. 

■ They are said to have courted the ftivour of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, by a voluntary pay- 
ment of their tribute, .which had been for some 
time neglected : but in the reign of his son Je- 
horam they rose in open rebellion, broke into his 
kingdom, plundered the royal treasury, and ex- 
terminated all his family except Athaliah and 
her son Ahaziah, who had the good fortune to 
escape their fury. This extraordinary success was 
probably owing to the assistance they received 
from the Arabians, who at the same period nuile 
C 2 
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war upon the Israelites; but they were soon af* 
terward i-ecompensed by Uzziah) king of Judah, 
who dismantled Ashdod^ Gath, and Jabneh, and 
built several strong cities among them to keep^ 
them in subjection* 
B. c. They are supposed to have remained 
74f>, peaceable under the government of Uz- 
ziah and Jotham : but in the reign of Ahaz 
they revolted^ and warred agsdnst Judah with 
such success, that they added a considerable por- 
tion of countiy to their ancient territories* This 
acquisition was soon wrested from them by He«» 
zekiah, the son of Ahaz ; and, to add to their 
misfortunes, they were at the same time attacked 
by the Assyrians, who besieged their city Ashdody 
and finally deprived them of tlieir liberty. From • 
this period they were tributary to the great monar- 
chies as they succeeded each other, till their total 
destruction accomplished the animated predictions 
of the pxx)phet Zephaniah^ ^< Gaza shall be for- 
saken, and Askelon a desolation : they shall drive 
out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be 
rooted up. Wo unto the inhabitants of the sea- 
coasts, the nation of the Cherethites I the word 
of the Lord is against you : O Canaan, the land 
of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that 
there shall be no inhabitant ; and the seacoasts 
shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds^ and 
folds for flocks." 
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CHAP. I. 

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS FROM THE 
BIRTHOF ABRAHAM TO THE BABYLONISH 
CAPTIVITY, INCLUDING THE GEOGRAPHY 
OF PALESTINE. 

'T^HIS rich and beautiful tract of country was first 
JL called the Land of Canaan, from Noah's 
grand-son, by whom it was peopled : but in later 
ages it has been distinguished by other appella- 
tions ; such as the Land of Promise, the Land 
of God, the Holy Land,* Palestine,! Judea^ and 
Uie Land of Israel* » 

• It was bounded on the west by the Mediter- 
ranean ; on the east by the lake Asphaltites, the 
river Jordan, the Samachonite lake, and the sea 
of Tiberias ; on the north by the mountains of 
Antilibanus, or the province of Phcenicia; and 
Gn the south by £dom or Idumea.^ Its extent, 

• The Jews have dignified this country with the title 
of Holy Land on account of its metrcmolis, which was 
regarded as the centre of God's worship, and his pecu- 
liar habitation: and Christian writers have deemed it 
worthy of the same honour, as being the scene on which 
the coequal Son of God accomplished the great work of 
ledemption. 

t It was called Palestine from the Palestines or Phi* 
listinesy who possessed a considerable share of it : and 
Judea, from the tribe of Judah> who inhabited the finest 
part of the whole. At present it is generally distinguish- 
ed by the name of Palestine. 

f It is necessary to observe, that this description is 
confined to the part which is properly called ** the Land 
of Promise ;" the boundaries of that part which belong- 
ed to two tribes and a half on the other side Jordan, call- 
ed Perscsi and of the kingdoms of Sihon^ Og, &c. 
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according to the most accurate maps, appears to 
have been 200 miles in length, and about 80 in 
breadth at the widest part. It reached from 3 1 
deg. 30 min. to 33 deg. 20 min. of north l^ti* 
tude ; and from 34 dc^* 50 min. to 37 deg. 1 S 
min. of east lon^tude. 

The serenity of the air, the fertility of the soil, 
and the incomparable excellence of the fruits of 
Palestine, induced the Jewish lawgiver to de- 
scribe it, as " a land that flowed with milk and 
honey ; a land of brooks and waters, of fountains 
that spring out of the hills and valleys ; a land of 
wheat and barley, of vines, pomegranates, figs, 
and honey ; a land where is no lack or scarcity of 
any thing." Its richness and fecundity have 
been extolled even by Julian the apostate, and 
many writers have descanted upon its natural 
beauties : but, in consequence of the just anger 
of God, the greater part of it is now reduced 
into a mere desert, and seems incapable of culti- 
vation. 

Subsequent to its conquest by the children of 
Israel, Judea, in its most extensive sense, was 
divided into maritime and inland, as well as into 
champaign and mountainous ; and again sub- 
divided in Judea on this side, and Judea beyond 
Jordan. But the most considerable division was 
that made by lot among the twelve tribes, for the 
prevention of murmurs and discontent, wh«i two 
tribes and a half were seated beyond the river, 
and the rest on this side. In the reign of king 
Solomon it was divided into twelve districts, each 
under a peculiar officer; and, in the time of 

are not so easily ascertained, any more than, the coH' 
quests and acquisitions which they afterward^ made un- 
der the reigns of their most prosperous monarchs. 
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hi& imprudent son Rehoboazn, a more fatal divi- 
sion was effected by t^e revolt of ten tribes, who 
under the conduct of Jeroboam, established a 
new monarchy, which they called the kingdom of 
Israel, in opposition to that of Judah» The 
Romans divided it into tetrarchies andtoparchies ; 
and, after various changes that took place under 
the northern barbarians, Saracens, &c. the Turks 
reduced it to a province under the beglerbegate 
or bashawship of Damascus. It will, however, be 
proper to give a general description of the country, 
prior to the history of its successive inhabitants 
and revolutions* 

Of the mountains, so frequently celebrated in 
the poetic books of Holy Writ, those of Lebanon,* 
or Ltbanus, were the highest and most consider- 
able. This &mous chain is computed to be about 
800 miles in compass, having Mesopotamia on the 
east, Armenia on the north, Palestine on the 
south, and the Mediterranean on the west. It 
consists of four ridges, which rise above each 
other : the first is extremely fertile in grain and 
fruit ; the second barren and rocky ; the third 
embellished with verdant plants, balsamic herbs, 
and odoriferous flowers ; and the fourth, by rea- 
son. of its surprising height, is generally covered 
with snow. Several con»derable rivers have 
their source in these mountains, viz. the Jordan, 
Rocham, Nahar-Rossian, and Nahar-Cadicha ; 

* These mountains make a considerable figure in the 
Jewish history, on account of the prodigious number of 
cedars, which they afforded for the ornament of Solo- 
mon's temple and metrcnpolis. And St. Jerom, speaking 
of Libanusy says, « it is the highest hill in all the Land 
of Promise^ as well asjhe most woody and thickset,*' 
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and some others, of a less stream, rush down the 
tieights,and form the most beautiful cascades that 
ever attracted the admiration of the curious. 
The western ridge is property distinguished by the 
appellation of Libanus, as the eastern is called 
Antilibanus, and the hollow between Coelosyria. 
They are at present inhabited by the Maronites 
and wild Arabs ; and spotted 'with various edifices, 
as churches, convents, chapels, grots, &c. 

Mount Hermon, the summit of which, like Leba- 
non, is usually capped with snow,is the next in dig- 
nity for height, and was once famed for an ancient 
temple, much resorted to by the superstitious, 
heathens. It is also celebrated by the royal 
psalmist for its refreshing dews, which descended 
on the adjoining mount of Sion : and St. Jerom 
asserts, that its snow was carried to Tyre and 
•Sidon, to be used in cooling liquors. 

Mount Tabor is justly admired for its beauty, 
regularity, fertility, and central situation, in a 
large plain, at a distance from any other hill. It 
enjoys the noblest prospect that can possibly be 
ims^ined of many places famed in Scripture ; 
such as the hills of Samaria, and Engadi on the 
south ; those of Hermon and Gilboa, on the east 
and north-east ; and mount Carmel, on the south- 
west. Some remains of the wall and gates built 
by Josephus are still visible on the top ; and on 
the eastern side are those of a strong castle ; in 
the cincture of which are three altars in remem- 
brance of the three tabernacles, which St. Peter 
proposed to erect, at the time of our Lord's trans- 
figuration, on this mountain. 

Mount Carmel stand&on the skirts of the sea, 
and is the most remarkable headland on the 
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coast. It seems to have derived is name • from 
its abundant fertility, and is highly venerated 
both by Jews and Christians, as having been the 
residence of the prophet Elijah. 

Mount Olivet, or the Mount of Olives, is 
situated at the distance of one mile from Jeru- 
salem, and commands a fine view of the city, 
from.which it is parted by the brook Kedron and the 
valley of Jehoshaphat. It is not, in reality, a single 
hill, but part of a long ridge, with four summits 
extending from north to south ; the middlemost 
of which is that, whence our Saviour ascended 
into Heaven. 

Mount Calvary claims our chief regard, as the 
scene of our Redeemer's great atonement for his 
sinful creatures. It stood anciently without the 
gates of the city, being the place appointed for 
public executions. But the emperor Adrian, 
having ordered Jerusalem to be rebuilt a little to 
the northward of its former situation, enclosed 
this mountain within the walls. Constantine 
erected a magnificent church upon it ; and it has 
always been regarded as a place of great venera- 
tion by Christians of all denominations. 

Mount Gihon stands west of Jerusalem, and at 
a smaller distance than Calvary, being about two 
ftirlongs from the gate of Bethlehem. It was here 
that Solomon was anointed king by Zadock the 
priest, and Nathan the prophet. There was also 
a celebrated pool upon it, from which King 
Hezekis^h brought water, by an aqueduct, into the 
city. It is still a noble basin, one hundred and 

• The word carmel, according to the Hebrew import, 
signifies tbe vine of God, arid is constantly used in the 
prophetic books, to represent any place planted with a 
profusion of fruit-trees. *• 
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six paces long, and sixty-seven broad, lined with 
plaster, and well stored with water* 

Mount Moriah, the site of the femous temple 
of Solomon, stands on the st3uth-east of Calvaryi 
having Millo on the west, so called from the 
filling up of that deep valley, in order to raise it 
to a level with the rest. It is commonly supped* 
ed, that Abrahani was commanded to offer his be- 
loved son Isaac as a burnt sacrifice to God upon 
this mountain. This article of the mountains 
may be concluded with observing, that those in 
the kingdom of Judah mostly stand southward, 
towards the land of Edom; but those of the 
kingdom of Israd are interspersed within the 
country. 

The most celebrated of the valleys were, 
Berakhah, in the tribe of Judah, on the west side 
of the lake of Sodom; siddim, famed for the 
Qverthrow of Chedorlaomer 5 Shaveh, or the royal 
valley, where the king of Sodom met Abraham 
after die defeat of the confederates ; the vale of 
Salt, celebrated fi>r the overthrow of the Edomites 
by David and Amadah ; Jezreel, the scene of 
Jezebel's untimely end ; Mamre, so called fix)m 
the name of its owner, and from the oak under 
which Abraham entertained the three celestial 
visitorsr; Rephaim, the vale of the Titans and gi- 
ants ; Jehoshaphat, so called from the victory there 
obtained by a monarch of that name ; Hinnom, 
anciently defiled by many barbarous rites and 
superstitions 5 Zeboim, which received its apel- 
lation from one of the four cities that perished 
with Sodom near the Dead Sea ; Achor, where 
Achan was put to death by the Israelitish host for 
his sacrilege ; Bochim, so[denominated from the 
universal mourning, which the Israelites made 
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there on account of tbe dre^dftil measage iktef ' 
Deceived from God fnr their ^aobcdience ; and 
the valley of Elaln fianooa for the defint of 
Goliath and the PfailiatiDet,hy Oavid^andhia toyal- 
patron Saul. 

There were lifcewiae several noted pbiiia in 
Palestifiey viz. the great plain^ through which tbe 
river. J(»dan runs :; the plain tif Jezreel^ which 
extended from Scythdpciis to auxint Caroael^; 
Sharon, where the Gadites are supposed to have 
fed their numerous fiocks and heri& % Sephelah, 
which extended westward and southward of 
Eleutheropolis ; Jeiichoi much celebrated fmr its 
jNdm-trees, faalni) shrub, and rose-trees ; and 
dthecs too numeraus to acbnit of mention* 

Many deseits and wildernesses of thb counter 
are mentioned in the sacred histoiy, which are not,- 
however, to be understood of plaoea quite barren 
cr uninhabited ; for several, of them contained 
cities and villages* The word, therefore, com- 
mcMily floieant no more than a tract that bore 
neither com, wine, nor oil, but was left to the 
spontaneous producticms of nature* The most 
noted of these deserts, were Amcm, in which tbe 
river of that name Tva» tbrcmgh the land of 
Gilead ; Ziph,^ where David sought an asylum 
fron^ persecution ; Cadesh, near Cadesh-Bameah, 
on the south aide of Judah, mentioned as the place 
where Moses and Aaron were chastised for 
smiting the rock ; Mahon, on the south of 
JeshimcM i Tefcoah, Bezer, Qibeon, and several 
otha^s* 

Among. the woods or forests mentioned in 

Scripture^ were those of Hareth, whither David 

withdrew from Saul ; £phraim, where Absalom 

received the ji)st reward of his rc^iellion.; Lebaoonv 

Vol. If. D 
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wkere 8olsaiOQ buyt aina^ki^deiit pdaed ;. aftd 
Bcrtiielt 'wtntoce the she bem came aiid devoured 
the diMren who tnaidtedth^Pfophat Eiisha^ - 

Of the seaft there are commondy teckooed' 
five) viz* the Mediterranean, the Dead sea, the 
seaof Tftwriasy the Samochbnite sea* or lake, and 
the sea of Jaaer. The first of these has been tre* 
^utHtly described by trivreHers : the secondycaOed 
by some authon the Asphaltite lake, is so im« 
preginated with s^ that diose who dive beneath' 
ite suHact $tt immediately covered wkh a kitid 
of brm«'$ and vui qmntities of bitumen are- 
lAirown, by its waves, upon the shore : thte ^rd' 
ift highly commended by losephos for tiie sweet* 
ness and cocdiiess of its Watifl^ and variety of 
esceelleiit fish : tlie fourth is Aimed only for the 
thickness of Its water, fi^mi which tt is supposed* 
tohavederh/^its name t madthe fif^hlsnoothtt* 
than a small lake ih tiie vicinity of the ciQr 
Jaaeri 

The Jordtii is the most obnsidemble of tfar 
i4v*rs,atid indeed the only stream that merits 
the name ; as the Ami»i, Jabbdk, Chereth,- 
Sorek, Kishon^ Bosor, 9st* are but brooks or 
livulets in compat^on Of this, tut th^ £uphrastes» 
k has its source at the famoUs lake of Pbia&i 
abotit ten miles n^rth of that of Samochon | its . 
course Is mostly soufhward, inelhiing a Ibw de*^ 
grees towards the W^lt) its breadth has beetif* 
compared to ^atofthe l%anfes at Windsor ; its ' 
depth is said tote thi«« fardsat the v^if bdnk ) 
.its rapidity consideiable { and the sceneryof its 
banks varied) accor^g to t^ places which- it 
intersects, tn ancient titiies, it overflowed idx>at 
the season of the early Han^t, or soon afler 
Easter } but it is no kmget subject to this inw« 
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dtttion* Tiie jpiain on bodr sides, from the sea of 
Tiberiasy^ the Aaphailke lake» iseatrcmefyjurid 
^d tUDwhoksonie duiiiig the heat oC sumraen 
andever7-*vh0te8teril,esoeptthat part which liefl 
eoDtigiioiiS to the. river. 

. Among the most remarkable curiosities of 
^Paleatoe maj be justly reckoned various petri* 
factions in the neighbourhood of mount Carmelt 
whkh bear the most exact resemblance to citnuis^ 
melons, oUvesypeadteS} and other vegetable pro^ 
ductiona* Here are also found a kind of oysters, 
and bunches of gmpes of the same consistence. 
Small round stones, resembling peaa^ have been 
frequently setti on a qx>t of gro^id near Rachel's 
tomfa^ not £ir from Bethlehenu On the same 
joad is a fountain, honoured with the name of 
<< ApoaOe's Fountain ;" and a little further is a 
bar^n, rugged, and dismal aofitude, to which 
flur Saviour retired, and wa« ton^sted by the 
Devil. In this desert appears a steep and eraggy 
mountain, on the summit of which are two clui- 
pels. There arealso several g^my caverns in 
the neighbourhood, formerly the solitary retreat 
of Chri&tiau anchorets. 

. Under this da^s must also be ranked the hot 
and medicinal waters of Palestine ; the saline 
efflorescences observed at the distance of a few 
leagues fiom the Dead sea ; and the celebrated 
fruit, called by the Arabs, sachone, which grows 
on a.kind of thomy bush, and resembles a sjnaN 
unripe walnut* 

Among the artificial rarities maybe considered 
the mins of Ptolemais,* or St. John d*Acrp 

* This citj hdd two walh weli tanked with towers an4 
other bul wsurk« ; sod tf^ch wali had a ditch lined w ith stone^ 
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>iiich still retdin tDMny vestiges mt nntieDtnun^-' 
niSeeoce ; such as the reimuwof a noble-Gothic 
cathedral, £bnsieriy<iedii»ted to St. Andrew ; .the 
church of St. Jdfaiiif the titular mintjof the ckyv ; 
the convents of the knights hosptaUers ; and the 
^palace of their gvand masteri. The n^siaams of 
^bastef the ancient Samaiiaf Ihoiigfa leiif^ ago 
laid in ridna» and great part of it turned into 
arable land, eachibk seme aunteof those sufi^ 
tuous edifices) with whkh it was adorned by king 
llerod* Towards the north side is a bi^gesqiiassc 
pia^saai encompassed with nsarfak {nOarSf to* 
gether with the fragments of strong walls at some 
distance. But the most remarkable ol^eet is 4 
churchy said to have been built bjr tiie empsesa 
Helena over the i^ace where St* John, the 
3sptist w$B be|ieaded» the dome of wfaichi to- 
gether with some .bcRSUtiful columns) capfta]% 
and mosaic wwky psore it to have been a noUe 
£y>ric* 

Jacob's well is hig^f venerated by Chlistian 
tfavellersy on account of its a&tiquit^» and of 
.our Redeemer's conference with the woman of 
Samaria. It is hewn out of the solid rock^ 
about thirty-five yards in d^th> and three in 
diapietery and is at pi^esent covei^ed with a stone 
vault. 

The pools of Solomony supposed to have- been 
made by order of that monarch for the supply of 
his palaces, gardens, and even the metropolis i^ 

•But now those works are overthrown j and their fragments 
appear like a succession of huge rocks. About half a milf 
•east of thcf town 19 a curidus pymntidal hill , so improved by 
art, that its steepness renders it altogether inaccesaibtct ex- 
cept on the south-west side. On this eminence thf bashaw 
x:omraonly pitches his pavilion^ when he takes this town 
in his circuit. 
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«^ if^ app^'ft^io hav^ been a work* of immense 
cost and Ifilidiir* ' 8ueh are aldo the sealed foun- 
tains hnmediateff ofipodte. Thesepools are three 
in a fow^ bnedvef the other, and disposed in such 
a maMer thttt diie watter of the uppermost maj 
liB into the aeoond, asidffom the second into the 
third.- They amall quadrangular, and of an equal 
lirieadtli) viz. ahout i^etf paces ; but In length 
{hey -differ, the first being ant hundred and rixty 
pdicen, the second tw6 hun<fred, and the third two 
hundred and twenty t they are all of a consider- 
able ^pA, walled and ]ila^ered, and contain a 
largrc quantity of water* At the distance of one 
hundred and twenty paces is the Bptmg which 
supplier thetn* The aqtieduct is built on a foun- 
dation of stones, and the water runs in earthen 
pipes about ten Indiea in diameter. This worl^ 
anciently extended several leagues, but at present 
fttcre are only s6tne fragtn»ents of it to be found. 
The gardens of Solomon have also been long de- 
stroyed, and the ground is said to appear almost 
incapable of cukiVatfctt.' 

' llie famous poofs of G^n and Bethesda may 
be tanked among the most stately ruins ; the for- 
itaer hn ntUated about a quarter of a mile from 
Bethlehem-gate irestward : its length is a hun* 
dred and six paces, and its breadth ujctynseven. 
It is lined with WDlland plaster, and contains a 
considersAile store of wat^r. The other, at Jem* 
aalem^ is one httndred and twenty paces long, 
ibrty broad) and eight deep ; but at present xiry. • 
In the city of Bethlehem they pretend to show 
tfie stable and numgeriK^re the adorable Messiah* 
lay at the period of hi» nativity ) dUd eKhidit a 
l^otte heww out ^ a clWkv ro€lty irt which thef ' 
• D3' 
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aiRrm tbe blesaed Vir|^ eoneeaM IwnAtt aul 
holy child from the peraecutioR oC-Hevod. 
. At Nazareth is a ma^^aifioeot cbiuck under 
ground, said to occupy die very cwve where the 
Virgin Mary received the aagel'a sahitatioA, and ' 
Where two beautiful pillws of granite areerec^id 
in dMnmemonUkm of that intereadng event. At- 
a small distance are some fine resnins of a laiigep 
chmt:h} supposed to have been emcted in- the 
time of the empress Helens. But thb is much 
inferior to the great church buUt ova* our Saviour'a 
sepulchre by the same empren^ and catted the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre* 

The last class of ardfidal curioaidefr wcNPthy of 
notice is that 'of the sepuk)ffal. moiiuBicnts»^ 
which are scattered all over the country ^ and of 
Which the most remarimble are sekcted kfK the 
reader's gratification. 

The tomb of the h<^ly virgin^ situated near 
Jerusalem, in the valley of Jel^ahaphat, to which 
there is a descent by a m^^ficentffightofstepa^ 
has on the right hand sde the sepidchreof Su 
Anna the mother, and on the left, that of Joseph 
the husband of Mary. In each divi»on are altan 
for the celebration of (fivkie worship ; and the 
whole is cut out of the solid rock. . . 

The monument of king Jehoshaphat is divided 
into several apartments ; one of which contatna 
his tomb, adorned with a stately portico and en- 
tablature. That of Absalom, two fiirlongs distant 
from Jerusalem, is about twenty cubits squares. 
adorned below with four columnB of the Ionic 
order, with their capitals, and entablatures to each 
firont. From the height of twenty to §arty feet it 
is soinewhiat less, and quite i^ain, excejpUng a. 
sinaU fillet at the upper end i and firom forty to 
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tlie lop H €lMtt«fft itthD j» foqnd, wluch tapengif^ 
dually to4ii' pointy tlie ^hgk cut out of the 80M 
Tock. • 

. A IkUe fiifiber. westward is the tomb of Zecl\«r 
riabt theioAof Bair^uduaJHwho is saidlOjli%vo 
l>eea ateia .by the Jews between the >em^e. suid 
the altar. This structure is all cut out .of the 
nalitfel xociu. It ifreij|hteen feet high, as n^uiy 
square, aad adorned with Ionic columns. \ 

But the iBost f^irious and magnificent pieces of 
anlkpiity of this kkkl are the royal sepidchres 
without the walls of Jerusalem : they are all hewn 
out of the sotid marble rock» and contain several 
9|MiiQieus aad W»hor»te^ apartments* On the east- 
era aide is the entrance leading to a stately court, 
about 00^ hmidred a^ twenty feet squai^e, neady 
wrought and poUshed* On the south side of it i^^ 
a sumptuous portico, embellished in frcmt with a 
Idnd of ardutraye, and supported b^ columns ; 
and on the left of the portico is a descent into the 
sepulchral apartments* 

. The fir^ of these is a handsome room, about 
twenty-four, feet square, formed with such neat- 
Bess and accuracy, t|iat it may justly be i^led a 
beautiiyl chambea^ hollowed out of one piece of 
marble* From this room are three passages lekd* 
ing to^th^ chambers of^ similar fabric, but of 
different ^mensions ; in each of which (die first 
excepted) are stpne cofiins placed in niches^ that 
were once covered with semicircjilar lids, em- 
belUsbed with flowers, garlands, '&c. but now 
broken to pieces* The Ureases, hinges, pivots, 
&c» are all of the same stone with the other parts 
of these rooms, and even the doors appear to have 
been cut out of the very piece to which they hang* 
Why these grots are honoured with the appeUadon 
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of the aepulclires of the kkkgs is-'not exaeHjr 
knowH) but' whoever vieirs thetii whhi any degree 
of attention must be induced to pronounce thetn A 
royal work, and to regard diem as the most au« 
thentic remains of the old 'regal sptendoufy diat 
are to he met within the neighbourhood of Jeni« 
salem. 

Subsequent to tins general description 6f Paies^ 
tine, it may be proper to^ve a concise aecoctnt 
<^the several lots and countries assigned to the 
Israelites, beginning with lliose of the two ^be» 
and a half, seated beyond Jordan ; proeee<Sng t6 
the nme and a half on this t^de, styled more p^o^ 
periy the Holy -Land ; midconchidkig with a topl<^ 
cal descripticm of the contigtious ceitn^ies^ the 
history of the inhabitants of which, who eidiei^ 
mingled with, or bordered* up6n fhe Jews, hais 
been already given in the preceding chapterSi 

The kings o£ Bashan and of the Amorile# 
being vanquished'by the ehildrea of Is»ael, tlieir 
territories were setUed by the two tribes of Reu* 
hen and Gad, wkh hidf of Manasseh. Reuben, 
who was the eldest, had the southern part of ttra; 
new conquest, extending from the north-«asC 
coasts of the AsphaHite lake along the eastaw 
banks of the river Jordan ; divided on- the south 
from Midian by the Amon ; on the north from 
the tribe of Gad, by another little river % and bor^ 
dered on the east partly by the Modiiles, aiKl 
partly by the Ammonites ; while the Jordan part^^ 
ed it on the west from " The Land of Promise.** 
It exhibited three famous -mountains, viz. Feet^ 
Nebo, and Pisgah, and was ewr^-whereextremjelf 
fertile in Com, wme, fruit, and pasturage. 

To the north cf Reuben .was fined the tribe of 
Gad) having hhewiBe the^ver Jonlaa on the 
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wtatt-tiat AmmmkHB cxk Ok ettt, aoAthelidf 
tribe of MaBttndi onilie norA. TUsttactof 
countiy, Iflce the fbm&sr, wa* famod for it* rich 
pastures and exubendit productioiMu 

The pocdon allotted to the half tribe of Itaia*- 
seh was bounded on the soMi by Jihst sCGad; 
on the west by the Jordan and Sambchonite lake ; 
OQ the east by the hills of Bashan and-Heiilioii; 
Siidon the north by apart of LebaaoD. Ilsex- 
texit was almost equal lo^e elhertwsi and k was 
afterwards more propefly catted Upper Gaiileei or 
the Games of the GentOes* 

On this side of the Jcffdan^ and on .the faitiieit 
nofthsffii YSffge of ludeSf ky the prwriaee of Lower 
Galileei oecupied by (he tribes of Aaheiv ZMwhm, 
Ni^uOi) and lmiib$!r. It pnodnoed aH abon^ 
^uaeepfconi»oH$wi|ie)andfiiulB of various sorts i 
and wasy in its flouiisl^M ooBriBtiQDy so Ml' of 
tewns Mid TtU^ges^ tet Mephus dbsenres^ the 
least of thsttconiUBBed fifteen thnusttdmhabiU 
ants. 

, The tribe of Asher ^mm sealed on ttie^ioitfi* 
.westcomerofthspioimfcey having the Msditsrt> 
nuMSMi on the wesfty Zebulun on the souths and 
.NaphtaUontfaeeaat*. Its feooncfity, and the ex* 
cellencfr of its t«odueti«ns^ fidly answered the 
blessing which dymg Jacobs gave it : ^ tiiat the 
^readofitshoiad befiit, Itod that it should yield 
joyal dainties." 

: Naphtali possessed a tmcl of country betircen 
that of Asher and the river Joidan« It was ex* 
ceedingly Hertitey and estendad along the western 
baak of the river from Mount l4^snon to^ the 
^eaofTibeaaa*. 

To the south of Asherand NaphtaU ims sealed 
the tribe (tfZebidni»havin9^^ Mediteimiean 
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on the west, tlie sea of Gt&lee on the east, the 
river Jephthaei on the north, and diat of Kishoo 
on the sooth ; and by its vicinity to the sea, its 
numerous ports, and extensive commerce, it per- 
fectly verified the blessings given to Zcbulun both 
bf Jacob and Moses* 

The possesions of Issachar were bounded by 
the Jordan - in Uie east, by Zebulun on the north, 
by the Mediterranean on the* west, and by the 
other half of Manasseh on the south. Its most 
remaitable {ilaces were the Mounu Carmel and 
Gilboa, the valley of Jezreel, and the great plaoA 
ofMepddo. 

On the modi of Zebuluh lay the other half 
Iribe of Manasseh, and aouth of this was the ter- 
tHory of Ephraim, dktinguished in later times 
by the name of Samaria. These tracts «^counti7S 
though contiguous to each other, varied consider* 
ably, some paitt being mountainous, rocky, and 
flieril, whBt others were pleasaoit, fertile, and 
populous. That portion which appertained 10 
Manasseh was bordersd on the norA and south 
by Issftchar and Ephraim, and* on the east and 
west by the Jordan and the Mediterranean. It 
was agreeably diverdfied with mountains, plains, 
and valleya, and contained a conaid<$r8l)le number 
of eCateiy cldes. 

The tribe of Ephraim 4>ccupiedthe south side 
of Samaria, and extended, like that of Manasseh, 
fromtheMedilerraneanto the river J^aii. The 
low lands were extremely richand luxuriant ; the 
hilisaflR>nledexcelleQtpaslure,andeven the rocks 
wvre pfetdly feathered with trees.' Hie towna 
iind cities were numerous, and 'the populadcm 
considerable. 

JMba, propeityso caBedr was situated on the 
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taosA fiou&efti 8id« of the wboie^ liavii^ Sttiiaria 
ca the north) the Mecfiterraiiean xxk the wett» 
Eg^pt a&d Idumea on the aouth^ «i»d the JocdnH* 
^md Dead sea on the easit* The cltmMe WM 
varm» but well refire^hed with cqoEe^ winib ; 
and the &ce of the couatiy exhihiied the moH 
heauttful assembK^ of verdant nvmntaiiiSy.im* 
giious plams, frdtmlhiibyeoamelM valleys, and 
crystal lirulets t while a rich profoaion of coni» 
-wine, and oiU evinced the natwal fecundity tif the 
soil. 

This canton was inhaUted bjr. the tri^ ef 
Beqamin, Judah, I^imy and Simeon : thefirstoC 
which lay contiguous to Ittdah on thesooth, t» 
Samaria on the north, and to Dan on lhe> west« 
It contained but few towns and cities i but this, 
want was amply compensated by the poMeasion. 
of the city of Jerttsaiem> the centspe of tbe Jewisk 
worship, the seat of the fnonarchs avid pontiffs, 
and the great metrapolis of the Ho^ Land* ' 

• Jerusidenv was formerly divide into (burpartsii 
each enclosed with s^iarale walls^ m* Th^ old 
dty of Jdbusy situated on Mount Zio% where* 
David and his successors resided ^^the lower city,> 
embellished with some tnagniiicent palaces «l^> 
citadels,by Solamon» Antioobus» and Herod ; the 
new city, chiefly inhalHted by merchants, trades* 
.men, and arti&^rii:;^ and l»fount Mmiahr which^ 
supported the ' sumptuous tempfe< of.^iomoo*^ 
destroyed by Nebuchadneemr, rebuilt b^ the. 
fews on their return from the BahyloniA oij^ivi^i 
ty,'and afterwards renewed,, adorned^ and en** 
liched l^ Herod* 

♦For a 8ati8f»ctory description P^ ***? nicompafrttbte 
buUding, tee the vi and vii chapters of the Fmit Book of 
lUogi. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36 jSWf.* 

. This once rich and stately metropolis is at pre** 
aent reduced to a thinly inhabited town, of about 
three tiulea in circui^rence. It stands in 31. 
lie^. M nun*^f north latitude^ and 35 de^* 34 
mia. of east long^tode, on a rocky eminence, 
aiHTQunded on all sides except the north, with 
steep ascents and deep valleys below ; and these - 
agaki envinMied with oAher hills at a distance* 
The soil in some places produces com, wine^ and 
oil \ but the greater pait^ for want of cultivation, 
is become stony, sandy, and barren. Subsequent 
Id its total destruction by Vespasian, the emperor 
Adrian binlt a new city almost upon the site of 
the old town, and adorned it with several noble 
edifioes) but in the time of Helena, mother of 
Constantiae^the Great, it was found in so ruinous 
and foriom a condition as raised her {Hty into a 
noble seal of 4«storing it ta its ancient grandeur. 
. WiCi this deugn die caused all the rubbish to 
be removed from Mount Calvary, and ordered a; 
nagnificeat church ta be built there, to compce- 
hend as many of the scenes of our Redeemer's suf- 
ferings as could be conveniently enclosed within 
one edifice. Tl^e walls are t>f alone) and the roof of 
cedar : the east end includes Mount Calvary, and 
the vest contains the holy sepulchre. The for- 
mer is covered with a hanckome cupola, supported : 
by sixteen massive coluiims,^ formerly incrusted. 
with marble. The centre is t^)en on th^ top just 
over the sepulchre ^ and above the high altar, at 
the east end, is another stately dome. The nave, 
of the church Ibrmsthe chcnr, and in the interior 
aisles are the places where the most icmarkahle. 
circumstances of our Saviour's passion were trans- 
acted {.together with the tombs of Godfrey and 
Baldwin, the first two 'C^ristiaa kings of Jerusa^ 
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len^* An ascent of twenty-iwo steps leads to a 

cliapel) where that part of Calvary is tinomk on 

.which the Messiah ^as cracked. The atar I* 

adorned with three crosses, and other eostfy emliel^ 

lishmenls, amohg which are forty-sbt^vcir lampi 

. that are kept constantly bumingw Contiguoiis t» 

this is anodier small chapel fronting the bodyef 

the chiirch. At the west end is the chapel of the 

sepulchre, hewn out of the sofid rOck, and ot^ 

ifiamentedwith piHars of porphyry. ^ Thexloister • 

.round the sepulchre is drdded into several chapel^ 

for the use of the different Christian sects who 

reside there; and on the north-west are the 

apartments of the Latins, who hare the care of the 

church- • 

It itiay be proper to nientioh here an edifice 
. erected on Mount Moriah^ called Sofommi^s tei»- 
pie, though it is not easy ^ guess when or by 
whom it was btiilt. The entrance is at the east 
end, under an octagon, adorned with a cupola and 
lantern ; and towards the west is a straight aide , 
like that of a church, the whole surround^ with 
a spacious court, and walled on every side. Iti 
the midst of it is erected a Turkish tnosque, re- 
markable neither for its structure nor magnitude^ 
but which makes a stately figure by its advantage- 
ous situation. Dr. Pococke, who took a particular 
view of the edifice, has highly extolled the beauty 
of the prospect, as well as the materials and 
workmanship. The colonnades are said to be of 
the Corinthian order, witk arches tunied over 
them ; being, in aHprobaWlity, the porticoes lead- 
. ing to the interior of the building : but the place 
is held in such veneration by the Turiis, that a 
jitranger cannot appprmLchit without danger of 
fcrfeiting his life or religion. 
YOL. II. E 
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The tkfU mt fwesetit underthe goverhmtfit 6f 
^ «aigiac, whose tyranny keeps the christian 
miffbitaats so poor, that their chief support and 
iraAe cohsbt in providii^ strangers with accom- 
iBodations, and sdling them beads, relics, &c. for 
whick they are compelled to pay considerable 
'«innt to the sanglac and his officers* 

^he canton t^ the tribe of Judah was bounded 
•on the east by the Asphaldte lake, and on the 
west by the tribes of Dan and Simeon* It was 
reckoned the largest * and most populous of the 
Jewish territories, and the* inhabitants were the 
most valiant* The land was charmingly <Myersi- 
Hed with hills and dales, meadows, lakes, and 
fountains } and exclusive of that part which lay 
contiguous to Idumea, it produced an exuberant 
supply of fruits, com, oU, and wine* It was 
probably in Judah that the CanaiBLnites Tesdded, 
:and it was here likewise that Abraham lUdd his 
descendants sojourned, previous to their removal 
ititb Egypt* . 

The lot of Dan was bounded on the north by 
Ephraim, on the west by the Philistines and thie 
Mediterranean, on the south by Simeon, and on 
the east by Ju^ and Benjamin* Its greatc^ 
length, from n6rth to south, did not exceed forty 
miles; and the whole tract was rather narrow^; 
but what it wanted in room was ftiUy compensated 
by the richness of the soil, and the valour and 
industry of its inhabitants, some of whofn pene* 
trated to the utmost verge of Palestine on die north 
m quest of new settlements* Here was the &• 
mous valley) Nahal-£sc6l, frbm which the Israel* 

* Jtidah was the chief and royal tribe, from Which the 

kingdom was denominated. 
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itish spies brooght Moses such noble spedmeiui of 
tbe fertility of the land. Among the moalconndez^ 

* able i^itiesof this poit was JoppsL> now Jafia9 the only 
'port which the Jews had on the Mediterranean* 

It was seated ona high hill, which oommanded a 
fine prospect of a ferdle country on one side, and 
of the sea on the other. This city suffered so 
severely during the holy war, that scarcdy a^iy of 
' its buildings were lefit stancUag, except two old 
castles. It is now rebuilt towuda the sea, with 
- storehouses, ^nd is possessed of a oonai^Bniblf 
trade* On the western ^de of the haven is a 
co|»ou$ spruig, which yieldvan excettant aup^y 
to the inhabitants, and an acceptable refireahment 
lo travellers. 

The tribe of Sinn^on ijraa confined to sl very 
amaU territory in tbie V^ost aouthem corner of 
^dea, boun<k^ by Dan qh the oorthi by the Mtlile 
tiyer Sichor cm th^ .aputib by Jud|Lh«on the ewili 
and by a small neck cxf kind towards the Medtteur 
raHean oti the west. The greatest part of it wa9 
sandy) barren, and uKHmtainous ; and the inha- 
bitants were so haiassed by th^ IduxncaBs on one 
side, and the Philistines 09 the o||ier» Ih^t they 
were neces^utated t^ seek their fortune among 
other tribes. Sooie hired themsekea out to assist 
their brethren in the ^onqu^s^ of tbeir lots, ai;^ 
others <ttspers^ thensselves among ev^iy tribe, 

• ^yhete they served as scribes, notaries, fcc. so 
folly WAS Jacob's ci}rse veriB^ on them^ as well 
ason the trU^e of Levi^ on a^p:>Wlof their ci:uel 
maasacreoftl^Shecfaemites: ^ Cursed (asud the 
patriarch) be their anger, for it was iierce ; mi 
Ihei)* reveage,. §w it veasiio^umaa : I M[illc^^|^#e 
t^em in Jacob, and 9(^^$ter them in Israel.^ 

' Hating thus completed the porpoaed deteri^ 
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feon of the lots of the twelve tribes, it wifl be pro.' 
per to speak of the five Philistine satrapies, prelu- 
^ve to the geography of those nations which 
bordered on the Israelitish provinces. 

These satrapies, viz. Gath, Ekron, Ashdod, 
Ascalon, and Gaza, were' situated along the Me- 
^terranean coast ; and extended from the sea- 
port of Jamnia to the mouth of the river Bezor. 
The extent of their inland territories cannot be 
satisfactorily ascertained, but they were upon the 
whole confined within narrow limits. 

Gath, the birth-place of the gigantic warrior 
Goliath, was conqiibred by king David, fortified 
by. Rehoboam, and retaken by Uzziah and Heze- 
kiah. It was seated under the 55th degree of east 
k)ngitude,and31st degree, 56 mih. of north lati- 
tude; six miles south of Jamnia, fourteen south 
of Joppa, and thirty-two west of Jerusalem. It 
recovered its liberty and pristine splendour in the 
days of Amos and Micah, but was afiterwards 
demolished by Hazael, king of Syria. After that 
period it was a place of small consideration, fill 
the holy war, when Fulk, king of Jerusalem, 
erected a castle on its ruins. 

Ekron, situated about ten miles south of Gath, 
and thirty-four west of Jerusalem, appears to 
have been a place of considerable strength and 
Importance. Upon the first divisi(m of " Th^ 
promised Land," it fell to the lot of Judah, hiit 
was afterwards given to the tribe of Dan. 

Ashdod was a famous port on the Mediterra* 
nean, situated about fifteen miles south of Ekron, 
between that city and Ascalon. It was heit 
the idol Dagon fell in pieces before the aik of 
God. The strength of the pla^e was so consi^ 
derable, that it h^- sftid to have sustained a siege of 
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Ascolpn.) another mantune town^ and s^iXrupff 
lyii^ betWeeO Ashdod and Gaza, was reckon^ 
'tlie stnM^;e8^ of any on the Fh^lU|iQe coast; but 
was 800(1 reduced* after the death of Jbahua* by 
^e tribe of Jud^ib. This city was made an epis* 
eofial se^ fix)ra the earliest ages of Christianity^ 
and during th^ holy war it waa adorned with se* 
vera! magnificent edifices ; but these have been 
deniolished by the Saracens and Turks, and As- 
cak9i is now dmndled into an inconsiderable 
village* 

Gazas the last satmpy, stood on a fine eini* 
nence* about fifteen miles south of Ascalon, fiNir 
north of the river Bezor, and at a small distance 
from the Mediterranean. It was surrounded 
by the most bei^itifiil valleys, supplied with an 
abundance of water, and encompassed, at a fiir- 
ther distance on the inland »de, with cultivated 
hills. The city was remarkably strmg, and sur- 
rounded with walls and towers after the Philistine 
manner* It was taken by Caleb, the son of Je«> 
phunneh, but soon after regained by the ancieni 
inhabitant^ who kept possession of it till the 
time of Sainson. It passed from the Jews to the 
Chaldeans, Per^ans, and figyptians, till it was 
pillaged by Alexander the Great* It was a se^*' 
cond time destroyed by the Maccabees, and no 
further mention is made of it till St« I^uke speakf 
of it as a ruined place* 

It stands about three nobles distant from the sea, 
and atill exhibits, some noble monuments of antlr 
quity, such as stately marble colonnades, finelj^ 
wrought sepulchr^S) ^c* In the imnfi^ate vir 
fina^ of tbfi city i^ a roun4 castk) fM^d with 

JE 2 
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four^are towers ; and a little ab6ve k ere tb^ 
remains of an old Roman castle, the materials of 
wluch are so firra^that the hamtner wtllmaki; no 
impresaioQ on them* The Greeks have li^ie^ a 
handsome churchy with a fine rooff supported by ' 
mart)le pilars of the Corinthian order. The cas- 
tle is the residence of the sangiac. The adjacent 
territory is pleasant and delightful ; but beyoad 
it the ground is rather barreny quite to the river 
of Egypt, and inhalnted by wild Arabs* 

Majutna, or New Gaza, was Uie ancient seft-* 
port to the former, and a place of conttdenil^ 
note in the time of Constantine the Great. It 
stood near the mouth of the river Bezor, in^Sl 
deg. 4 1 roin. north latitude, and 34 deg> 50 mini 
east longitude. It still possesses some curious 
antiqiuties, but it would be now difficult to de« 
terxnine whether they belonged originally to M»- 
juhia or Old Gaza. 

To the south of Majuma stood the two 
mdridme cities of Anthedon and Rhinocolura : 
the former was a port on the Mediterranean, de- 
stroyed by Alexander Junneus, one of the Mac- 
cabit^sh lungs, and afterwards rebuilt by Herody 
who called it Agrippius, in honour of Agrippa^ 
tbe favourite of Augustus* The latter was seated 
oh the northern side of the river of Egypt, which 
parted that kingdom from the tribe of Sinaeom 
It very early became abdshopric under the metro- 
politan of Pelusiam ; and in the tinne of the holy 
war it was converted into a strong fortress, under 
the name of Pharamica. It is at present an in^ 
considerable place, and the circumjacent territory 
a mere wilderness. 

It now, remains to conclude the present sectioii 
>vith a concise account of the countries belonging 
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to those nations that were se&tM round Pales* 
tine, and whose history has been given in; the 
preceding chapters. 

' Idumes^ or the Land of Edom, constifuted a 
part of Arabia Pctraa, having Judea on the north, 
Egypt, and a branch of the Red sea, on the west, 
the rest of Arabia Petraea on the south, and the 
desert of Arabia on the east. Its extent seems to 
have varied considerftUy at diflerent periods, in 
c<»isequence of which Josephus distinguishes it^ 
when at the largest, by -the epithet of Great, in 
opposition to its more narrow boundaries. ' Th^ 
same author divides it into' Upper and Lower 
Idumea ; but the countrjr, upon the whole, is re- 
presented as dry, mountainous, hot, and, in some 
parts, steril ; the high lands exhibiting many dread- 
fal caverns aiid recesses, whith resemble those in 
the southern part of Judah. This country is at 
present under the dominion of the Tuirks, mostly 
waste and ^uncultivated ; and inhabited by wild 
Arabs, with whom Europeans have little inter- 
course* 

The nation of Amaiek was seated in that part 
c^ ArabiaPetnea wluch lay eastward of the Edom* 
ites, and extended almost as ^ north as the 
Asphaltite lake, and southward as the Red sea ; 
but as the people were mostly of a wandering dis- 
position, and lived in booths, tents, or caverns, 
like the Arabs, it is impossible to ascertiun their 
limits with any degree of precision. 

Midianitis, or the Land of Midian, was situated 
on the north of Amaiek. It was^ hot, sandy, and 
in many parts desert ;* yet abounded with camels 
and other species of cattle. It appears to have 
contiuned many cities, castles. Sec. as early as the 
time of the Exodus* The city of Midian was, in 
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idl probability, rebuilt sidnequent to tbat perioi^ 
as both Eusebius and St. Jerom assert there were 
some remains of it to be seen in their time* 

The ^and of Moab was likewise in Arabia 
PetrsM) on the north of Midianj havii^ the 
river Amon on the west, the land of Gikad 
onthenorth^andthelaliniaditesontheeast* It 
contained several copsiderable cities^ which the 
Moabites wrested fix>m the gigantic Emins, but 
which were afterwards possessed by the Jews. 

The Ami:i(k>nites weire seatsd to the^ north-east 
of their brethren the Moabites in Arabia Desertay 
having the Amon on the west, the lahmaditea on 
tlie southy the deserts of Arabia on the east, and 
the hills of Bashan and Gilead on the north* 
Their territoriesy according to the sacred hi^o- 
rians, se^m to have been anciently confined by 
the rivers Jabbok and Amop ; but their &equen| 
incursions into the neighbouring states occasioned 
their boundaries to be in constant fluctuation. 

The despendantsof Ishmael) the. Son of Abra- 
ham and Hagar^ occupied a part of Arabia De« 
serta, eastward of Mo^ and MidiaA} and bounded 
on the north by Ammon ; but how fkr they e^<f 
tended southward and eastward it is ipupossible tq 
determinet It may however be presumed, from 
an assertion of Moses, th^t their territory reached 
firom Hayilah, which wf^ situated near the con* 
fluence of the Tigris aDd£upbrate«, to S^bur, on 
the Isthmus of Sues(« Thence they are said 
to have spread themselves over the gmti^t. pfut 
of Arabia ; in consequence of which Josephua 
styles their progenitor the foimder of the Arf^aoi 
nation* 
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SECT. II. 

T%e Religion^ Govemmentj Cwtoma^ Leamh^^ Art9^ 
and Commerce^ of the Jew* 

fnPHE religion of the Jews, though former!]^ 
JL clouded with mysterious ceremonies, and 
now totally eclipsed by the radiance of the Gospel, 
must ever be considered as an object of venera* 
ti<m; since its institution, benefits, and great re* 
wiirds, are wholly attributed to God. Their law * 
were admirably adapted to honour their Creator^ 
and to render themselves completely happy; 
9acrifice9 were at once calculated to remind tlvera 
of their failings, which required a diurnal atone- 
ment, and to shadow forth the yicarious sacrifice 
that should, ^ in the fulness of time)" be offered 
fer the sins of the world ; and even their most 
trivial ceremomea were re^dete with instruction, or 
typical of the gracious designs of the Almighty. 

Their government has been justly distinguish* 
ed fix»n that of all other nations by the name erf* 
Theocracy, as being under the immediate direc* 
tion of God. It must indeed be acknowledged, 
that thb theocracy varied, in some degree, under 
Moses, Joshua, the judges, king«,and high-priests i 
yet the Deity was ct^sidered as the sole dictator 
of every important transaction, the author of each 
beneficial institution^ and the supreme monarch 
of the Israelites. 

* As the me pf "The new Umvjerasl History" pre. 
dodes the recital of these laws, aftid the volume of ITofy 
Writ contains njitll, clear ^ and toHtfaetory account of them, 
the reader may satisfy his curiosity in every particular by 
trelemiif to the Book of U^^kiu. 
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Their customs^ both civil and religious, were 
chiefly founded upon their laws ; and will conse- 
quently be found in the same illustrative nan-a- 
tion. Some of the most particular however are 
selected for the gratification of the curious reader. 

The rite of circumcision was always accom- 
{lamed with great feasting, and other demonstra* 
tions of joy. At this time the child was' named 
in the presence of the company ; after which the 
master of the house took a cupful of wine, and 
Messing his Creator, sipped a little of it, and pass- 
ed it round to his friends ; this was called th^ 
bleamng of the wine* He then commenced the 
blesdng of the breads and distributed it in a similar 
manner; and when the guests had done eating, 
he sol^nly returned thanks to God, and con- 
daded tiie feasts witk another cup of wine, whicH 
was styled the bleBsing (f fdenty. Whether they 
sat or lay down s^ their repasts is^ a controversy 
^ smaU importance: the >%>rm^ custom seems to 
have prevailed before the captivity ; but the kittef 
was certainly adopted at the time of our Saviour's 
institution of the holy sacrament. 

Marriage does not appear to have been accom- 
panied with any religious ceremony; such a3 
going to thie temple, offering sacrifices, or requir- 
ing the benedictiwi of a priest. When a contract 
Was formed by the pg^rents and relations on both 
sides, the bridegroom was intro^c^ to his bride, 
It solemn t^reement was si^ed before \vitnesses, 
und the bride, after some time, was sent to her 
tiew habitation, with songs, dances, and ^ 
Isieiody of Various i^usical instruments. 

Their diet, except on festivals, seems to hav^ 
be^Q e;s.tremeiy plain; for Bosus, a man of cam* 
derable property, complimented Ruth with eatii^ 
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eF the same breads drinkingof the same ti%i/^, and 
dipping her morsel in vinegar with him. The 
present of victuals brought to David, whQst he 
iaboured under the persecution of Saul, consisted 
of bread) raians^ parched comi a few sheep) and^ 
two bottles of wine. Honef was esteemed a 
pectttiar delicacy ; and the milk of the goats uhd 
the fleece of the flocks were pronounc^, by the 
wise man, sufiicient for food and raiment, both 
for the master and his family. 

Their diversions seem to have consisted chiefly 
In social repasts, music, and dancing. Games 
were never introduced into their conmion wealth | 
but the Scripture irequenfjy expresses the aim* 
jdicity of their happy Hves by sitting, and eating, 
hnd drinking, eyety one under his vine and be- 
neath his fig-dree. Muaic was evidently dear to 
them, as the high predses of their Creator were 
{>etf<Hmed in concert ^^i^ the sound of various 
instruments { and dancing was frequently mingled 
with their solemn acknowledgment of any «giud 
blessing. Thus king David is said to have daiiced 
before the vajs. ; and the tribes are exhorteid, in 
the hundred and fiftieth psalm^ to praise God with 
the timbrel and diance* 

Their high places were of two sorts : those 
'Where they burned incense and ^ered sacrifices 
to the true God i and those where they commit- 
ted various abominable idolatries. Both these 
•became so common and universal, that few kings 
had the courage to destroy the latter, notwith» 
'Standing thb repeated admonitions of the holy 
.projAets. 

. The saime spirit of dissipation, which induced 
the Israelites to direct their worship to dumb idols, 
led them gradually into the practice of divination 
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and necromancy, though the law of Moses ex- 
pressly enjoined} that such persons should be put 
to death. . 

High titles were unknown among them unless 
those which implied some o^e; as general, 
treasurer, or recorder. They value themselves 
greatly upon their genealogies ; and some regard 
was likewise had to the distinction of trib^ or 
i&milies, as to that of Judah, to which the sceptre 
was promised ; to that of Ephi^tn, out of respect 
to Joseph's memory ; and to those of the priests 
^d Levit,es, upon a religious account. The ut- 
most respect w^s §}iawn to the heads and fatheis 
of every- tribe, and ancient moi of all descriptions 
were considered as objects of veneration* 
. Their houses were commonly plain, low, and 
flat, suitable to the climate. Chimneys, sashesi 
or casements, weye needless, where they were 
obliged to^ study coolness ; and for the same i«a- 
son tapestry was of no use, but to sit, eat, or sle^ 
upon. , , 

Their industry and friigality, together .with the 
wholesome temperature of their climate. Were 
efiectvial prev^ntives'against nuiny of those diseases, 
which, in. later ages, have been ushered intoihc 
woiid by sloth and luxury. Hence we read of 
but few distempers that were prevalent amoi^ 
them, and stiil less physicians, except such as are 
now known by the name of surgeons. 

Their mourning for the death of any near re^ 
jation, or for any melancholy accident, was. ex- 
pressed by rending their garments, tearing tteir 
hair, heaping dirt or ashes ujpon their , head^ 
wearing sackcloth next the skin, and lying upon 
the bare ground. 

Their funeral ceremonies were equally, moum- 
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fid. AsJOQtttt a person tt^dead, alitlie nearest 
tc]aiite» assembled at his hoiftse in their mourning 
habit, and sat down upon the gixnmd in stlencei 
^■iiilat other apartments echoed ^with the lamen^ 
tationa of hired mourners, and the sound of such 
Qwtnuaenta as were deemed suitable to the occa^* 



In the mean time pioper persons were appoint* 
^ to prepare the defunct for interment^ either fay- 
embsSadnghimiorwadunghisbody andqnink* 
fifltg it With odorifiunua &igs, according to his 
i)ualitjc« 

Thep denied sepulture to none but such as. 

Were guilty of suicide, loid not even to these but 

liU after sunset» The pnmdent care of the pa- 

triarchs, respecting a sepukhre for their descend^ 

antSy b a oouTincIng proof that they accounted it 

i hcxvf calamity to be deprived of burial, and a 

bleaung to be Interred amon^ their ancestors* 

They, held it as a tiiatter of indiffer^Ke where 

Iheir tombs were ei^ct^, whether in afield,aa. 

Orchard, a moimtaln, or a gatden, pcoTided they 

cjoidd but secure the possession of tbe purchase i 

they were however csurious to. bane them, if pos- 

siblef- i^ut i|ito a rod^^ which was no difficult 

spatter in so mountatpoits a country* They had 

paiiiculpr cemeteries, for strai^gers, and for such. 

persons as were put to death for capital crimes* 

, WithreiqpecttotheirleaLiping^ it V certain they 

werec^tremefycardultD cultivate the knowledge 

vS thedpgy among-themselves^.and had places of 

jpibl^ instruction called the schiofols qf the prq«> 

pheta*. Their cbanging^ the sc^ into the lunar 

raii^at^d the eomp]^ wafOh of thirty days into 

the^ m«|^ular moons of twent^^ine and thirty ;. 

their division of the day into mir parts^ and the 

Vol. II* F 
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night into four crutches, are however strong pt6* 
sumptions of their ignorance in the science of 
astronomy, cren At a time when it was well 
known td the neighbouring nations ; nor do thefy* 
appear' to have had alny instruments to reckon' 
time, except the sun-dial, or as the orig^al im- 
plies, ths flight of steps of Ahaz. 

Theirlanguage was the Hebrew ; the genius of 
Avhich is pure, primitive, natural, and strictly" 
conformable to the simplicity of the Jewish pa- 
triaifchs : and it is highly probable, that riot <xily 
they, but all tlieir trading neighbours, h^d the art 
of writing very early ; though It is impossible to 
determine whether each nation 'had a peculiar 
character oftheirown,Qrthesame in common to 
them all. " . 

The materials upon which tliev wrote, and 
their instrument for writing, niay, m some mea-. 
sure, be ascertained from certain passages of 
Scripture. It is plain that the Decalogue was 
written upon tables of stone ; but Moses in all' 
probability, ftiade use of a less cumbersome mate- . 
rial to write the rest of his laws upon. The cus-' 
torn of writing upon tables was continued till the 
time of bur Saviour : but mention is also made 
of their writing tipon rolls, which are reasonably 
supposed to teve been made of skins, or some' 
other pliable substance* . 

Thfe arts in which the Israelites seem to have 
made the greatest proficiency were those of War, 
husbandry, poetry, and music* The first was 
in a manner natural to them, on accoimt of the 
numerous enemies they had to vanquish prior to 
their possession of the Promised Land, and the 
various excursions which they were continually 
making under thdr kings or other leaders. It 
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cannot now be determined, whether they acquli^ed 
9ny military knowledge during their residence in 
Egypt ; but whoever considers the excellent order 
9f their encampments, combats, .and occasional 
l^etreatSy under the auspices of Moses, noist allow 
them to have been as well trained as any of their 
neighbours* 

. The valiant deeds of their g^eraJs will appear 
in their proper place in the sequel of this liistory. 
It is therefore only requisite to say, that as soon as 
the rulers had resolved upon a war, a summons 
was-aent to every tribe ; upon which all persons 
capable of bearing arms assembled at the place of 
rendezvous, and were drawn out according to the 
exigence of the state. No n^^endcm is made of 
regular troc^ before the time of David* . 

Their arms, like those o{ other ancient nations^ 
^Ve're either offensive or defensive* The for- 
mer consisted of broad crooked swords, jave« 
lins, slings, bows and arrows, and two-edged 
swords : the latter were shields, helmets, coats of 
insul, br^stplates, and" targets. These arnifi^ 
were commonly miade of brass, and sometimes of 
iTpn or steel. 

The Israelitish army, in the day of battle, was 
drawn up in twelve separate bodies, according to 
the number of tribes 2 these were subdivided into 
legions, centuries, decuries, and single iiies^ each 
under its respective leader ; and they observed a 
regular system in all their military evolutions. 

In the beginning of the Jewish monarchy their 
kings used to fight on foot ; at least no mention 
is made of ^ny chariots or cav^ry among them, till 
a considerable time after their settlement. The 
c^er»ofwar under them consisted of the. gene- 
ral of the army, the princes of each tribe, the 
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eommaiidenioTdioiisaiida) hun^vdi, fiOiesy teu^ 
and iStaetB ; tlie scribes or muster masters) mA 
ksdy, the soterim or inspectors* 

Few trades "or mAne&ctvires were carHed on 
among the feurs before the r^ign -of Sctonon, 
Except fludt as were lAsohitel^ tieeessary* Thef 
built their own hoosesy and their wives and ser* 
Vahts attended to all domeatie avocadons. The 
dress of the men assisted of linen dmwers and 
tuoicS) ov^ which diey threw a loose garment of 
wooUmi i:Mh when they went abroad* The 
ftsfalon of thdr head <hpeas is now untoyWA, nd^ 
ther is it easy to determine what sort ^ stodiettigs 
yiey used ; bet instead of ahoesib^woreaaiiMs 
&stened on the vpper part of the -fbdt. Tftt 
beauty of Hieir apparel consisted ekher m the fine 
texture of tJiet:loth| or the richness e^lhe djroi 
imch. afek purple^ scaii4et» bhie, and ydldw. 

The<dre8s tif 49ie women, espeeiUly^rfthehigheh 
class, was moke eunoos^ as they bbstowoi vMrt 
omMnent «yon It, chiefly rfneedk-^esk, whidi 
was within their own pro^nce. They s9so wore 
jewels dfgcM and ailverf which were finfbrbugiit 
from Egypt, and afterwards augmented hf 
0ie spoH of ihrir enenaos, and then" comknetce 
with Tyre* After Solomon^i time pride aaidh»« 
ory increased so rapiAy, that ^die ^^het iaakk 
has spent afanost a whcSe dM^terin'enuRieri&g^ 
6ie costly oraamenta, with which the Temale Is- 
raelites used to deomite their persopa. 

Before the time of Da^d,a wonderfideooncnuj 
seems to have reigned in every fioniiy, under the 
men itooad, and the women at home* Bot'fibst 
monarch having ooncdved a strong desire t». 
build a aumptuOils ten^k^^introduoed a number 
ofar^cera imo-hitdominiens) aaehaamaaona^ 
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Hy'pciiUBfS) iQiiiiiQcn^soiUBiJiioiJi) am airnmnicr 
iP wdrtttienio inei^ imif, and Moae ; «id 
%eB^ In^tight i& iiossf odierB^ iHthMt' wheym 

IdJU^-Boinci sttttjdy ni^cetf us wdT lustlie teni^ ; 
jtef tbese accdslons g;ave tfiejpeople soclii v lelifth 
Ibr ele^te, that the nUiniey df wt^rfSiMh muRt^ 
jff^' more and more.' 

Poefry IrsaiS to^ Be th€ didjrUff ifi- ^M^rich the 
Anu^iteseiedied. Itliadfliuipectfliitradrainage, 
'^firat the atrtfioi^ eonsectated it ertiirely to the ho- 
nour of €k>d, and adapted it to the sefvjice of his 
tibnpfe* Thr'pbetbidpeHbnnaiK^sofmoDarclis, 
|vopIietS9 priests, and judged, were all inspired by 
m most laudable etneofiods ; written vdth'energyy 
aseal, and accuracy ; and rehearsed widi unfeigned 
tiiHTntfr in the gteat congregation. The Varied 
feelings of the human heait, with all the pasuons 
ofloTe,grfef,joy, anger, and unbounded gradtude, 
' were psunted in the most .tively colours in these 
pbodttctions ;. and whoever peruses tlie songs of 
^oses, the Psalms of I>&Vid;the book of Job, and 
the LamentECtiohs of \Feremidh, with any degree 
of attention, must of necessity acknowledge them 
to dtetrnd ^ith subtithityof i^ntiment, itnageiy, 
and'e^res^c^a 

Tliei^ are, hdtj^eter, few* points mofe warmly 
contested, or less po^fbfe'to be sati^s&ctorily de- 
cided> th^ihe metre aiid cadence of the Hebre^ 
poetryi 1^ apologise for the uncertainty of the 
tttodferiis; respecting these particulars, it is prtmer 
lb' remait, thitt the tiwfitMurtciationoi the He- 
"teew language has beeti lost ever 6ihce tile cupti- 
tityj in cc»seqtidiceofwhfcbirisrnbw^imp(Bs;. 
^le to ascertain either the proper length of 
'if^tUtHe^&p ^h^immf of woirds^ild Verseff> in 
F3 
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which a great ,pai$ of jioetic beaiitjr conwt^. 
Some au&on^ b^vi^ attempted .^^tovgiv^ .pr^di|i^ 
Accoiu^ts.of eyery^ poetical piece in the 01(l,Tess^ 
tameuVl^ut they hav.e;onlx pxpvoked ipor^Jii^ami- 
ed antayg^ppists to expose ti^eir weakness. Il; has 
Jbeeu a^sei^ that.tbe songs of , Moses were^wiiv 
.ten in heroic verse ; arid that the psalms were of 
a mixed sort, trimiter^^ pentameters, and some- 
times hexameters-; but the g;e;verality.of.mLodemi» 
suppose that the greatest part of them were ofthe 
.lyric kiDd, composed a^id set to mu^c, and pov 
formed with dances ^d instrumental mdody. ; 
Of the music with which they enliyened Oieir 
poetical recitations, little, is known but from con- 
jecture^ Mention is made, in the sacred volume, 
of ten-stringed instrumenjts, of the nebel and 
kinor^ which, pmbably, resembled the lute and 
liarp ; and of several wind instruments, as the 
flute, trumpet, and what modem versions ca|l the 

. Should the reader judge of the excellence of 
the Hebrew music, from th^ surprising effects it 
had upon the distempered mind of Saul, and the 
sQuIs of the prophets, he must naturally. appose 
it possessed a superior eneii^gy to any com* 
position of the modems* Similar effects have^ 
indeed, been ascribed to the Grecian music ; and 
the most barbarous nations are s|ill transported b j 
species of music equally, harsh and defective* 
The styleof seyeral.of the psalms, and the frequent 
ti-ansitionfrom^the first to the third person, s^ord 
a stroQg presumption, that the music was perfpnn- 
ed^ alt^mati&ly, pne part of tlie^chprus answering 
to the others, at proper stanza^, ^ke tlie choirs Uf^ 
J^uropean cathedrals. ,. ' , / , 

^ Such of their dances as appertained to religipuft 
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service were ifibre'^Ve and tDlenih, than those 
vi^ich merely etspressed tfaesatisfiiction of a happj^ 
people ; but whether confined to ndes^or^rdcted 
only by custom and imitation, whether circiitoss 
,or of any other particular form, can only be cod*> 
jectured' frdm the practices of other andeat 
nations. ' 

With respect to commerce, it appears that 
they received rich stuffs, linen, gold* &c* 
from Tyre, in exchange for their com, balm, and 
other excellent; commodities: but they were 
totally ignorant of navigation ; for the matitime 
tribes contented themselves with receiving men- 
chants into their harbours, without attempting to 
extend their trade ; and when Solomon resolved 
to send some sjiips into foreign countries, he was 
coiidpelled to have them manned with foreign 
sailors* 



SECT- III. 



I'he JevfUh notary Jrom Abraham to ihe Death of 
Josefih, 

ABRAHAM, the progenitor and founder g. : c, 
of the Jewish nation, was about se- 1921. 
i^enty-four years of age when be^qiiitted ' 
the place of his nativity with' his aged father^ 
Terah, and removed into Haran, \rhevt he had 
not been long settled before Terah died- Imm&L 
diately after the performance of his obsequies; 
AhnliaiA was conumiided^ by God, to depart 
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toetiMi cyf Hcflpireii, taideltjieneiice m fdkitous leOt 

nefeaitt^ that in^ his' vecfdr dl the Aationik of th^ 

«ifftfa' shoirid b^ blessedl He ttsuSSfy obeyed* i^^ 

^ime cally bf im^dfig^ witlh hiisr v^h, ISa 

BK^htw/and his servantsy into the Laftid^of PM* 

mise, where he pitched his tents in the vieins^ 

Q# Siefaeniy and built an aitar ttoto the Lord. 

i. ci ^^^ ^^^^ Toudisafed to appear to hi^ 

wao: again, ccmfimiing the former protnise, and 

assuring him, tfaathnp pogteiitj^ ahoiiI<^ 

jtf^a foture day, posaesertiie country in Which he 

^ms now a^atranger. In a short time, JiOWevei^, 

Abraham w^ obliged to remove from Egypt, t6 

^tode the dreadful effeetsofa^reatfaimne, which 

tcuccrurred in Canaan. The fear he was in up6d 

account of Sarah his wife, whose beauty was JBUf« 

ficiaitly striking to endanger the man's life wh<^ 

should pass fer her husband, made him resolve 

that she should style herself his »ster in every 

place where they might sojourn. From this de- 

. scent into Egypt, the generality of chronologers 

compute the space of feur hundred and thirty 

years mentioned by St. Paul, agreeably to 

the assertion of Moses in another place, that 

kiael» dw^ ]ti< S^gypi^ fimr hiiikb«Hl »«# Mfty 

years. 

3, Q. The patriarch had not long resided in 

1919: Egypt before Pfaittt^kbe(5ameena»foured 

.of S^!ah's chafmsy aM' tbolc feer to< his 

court, Showing extraordinary fwvcOTS^ for tier sake^ 

t0'faer pretended: brother: Thi .^^m^lfiyf wtts) 

htfWev^r^ pleased to inQnf)65e 0a behalf of hk 

aervants, ^and Pharaoh wtas'made^o senfiolbl^ cf 

Ike anger of HcSaven^ that he voltmlafUy rettoNid 

Mmiis^mkk iti& fiie^'fioW' vMiiti(% mi^'vmufi 
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Hat^sdefB ft^tbdr fttfe^dejttrtttte'iN^ his cb* 

Atrit^ahftm immecfiateljp qditted Egypt, and^ dl/^ 
t^c^^tig hlB ste^ to Befhek wfaei^ the famme had 
^HQW ceftsedy «ff&f«d iBi ^Tifiee of tka&ks for hit 
-safe fist^. In the mefBi tinie, the herds of Lotj 
^is n^phei;^ iBdrd^sed BO <»B8idef^3^ that sharp 
^ofltentkms aitwe between ^le lier^meii, imd' 
AbMdMsn tesolved to separate in a Iriendty^ man- 
<ter, as is already related in the history of Moab. 
Upctn Lot's departure to the fert^ ptaiim of 
Sodoihi Abndi^un removed to the hoid of Mofdi 
w Hebriany where he contracted a fHendship 
trkhthreeof the greatest men of the place; iriiSk 
M^ttre^ Aner, mSl Eskc6h yi^ in proc^lA t^ 
iSimst rendered him mint imiportant sefVlceSy 
mM misled hha in f^scuit^^ ti^ hoOk Chedori. 

appeuM %i> hka the ftHh ^atie in ■% vlsioli) ^and 
^clMii^a|;^^M^ WiOi ^sh assurtnices of espeeSbl 
l^tfry 4ibddlRgi thiiit he imM be his escedBug 
-^ftiBX reward* Abr^mn axm ventured to ex- 
ipostotlatey fot ^e firift tiitte, w% his Ctt^xat^ 
t)b8^i4ng^ fhot he could not comprehend lie/w 
thosereiterated promises conid be fuffinddy W^t^ 
lie c<mtiiraed chiidless> and^ ^ ab appearanee^ 
nhduM lea^ his subslattce to his stewa^, Wtt 
Qie^eT) of Damascus* Godtbuchsa^dtoanswtfr^ 
that tK>t Eliezer, but a son of his own i^btuM kt^ 
herit his propeity, and proRi^^ to maloe Ids 
posterity «Ee the stttrs of Heaven for multituitew 
Abraham was, at Uus timfe ei^^ty^ve years dd> 
and ^arah, turned of seventy-lcmr) was deemed 
barren. Oircumstances THdeh nd^t have «ti^- 
Cered^^ui<)nSiUki7 fiaift, b«tt 43it fdhitne tf IMf 
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Writ infonns us^ ^ he believed' in God,' and it 
was imputed to him for righteousness." He, how- 
ever, presumed to demand a sign, and God 
gi^anted his request. Abraham having killed a 
young heifer, a goat, and a ram, with apigeon 
and turtle dove, in obedience to the Divme in- 
junction, divided the beasts in the middle, and 
then joining the pieces, laid the birds upon theniy 
whilst he himself stayed to drive away the fowls 
from the sacrifice. As soon as the sun began to 
set, a deep sleep fell upon him, succeeded by a 
horror of great darkness; during which, it was 
revealed to him, that his descendants shocdd 
sojourn, and be afflicted in a strange land for the 
-term of four hundred years ; but that God would 
afterward punish their oppressors, and brings 
them safely iiito the promised land. After this 
, revelation, Abraham beheld a smoking fornace 
and a burning lamp pass between the victims as 
a token of the ratification of God's covenant. 
B. C. Sarah, not suspecting that «^ was to 
1911. bear the pcomised child at an age which 
seemed to preclude the posi^ibility of ges- 
tation, resolved to become a. mother by proxy f 
according to the custpm of that age and country^ 
She accordingly persuaded her husband, to take 
her hand-maid Hagar to him : but finding herself 
insulted by the sl^ive whom her kindness had 
raised, she could not refrain from uttering some 
bitter complaints. Abraham, being anxious to 
convince his wife, that he still loved her with un- 
abated tenderness, gave her fi%^ permission to 
^act in what manner she thought pix>per. She 
inunedia^ly adopted so harsh: a mode qf beha- 
viour, that Hs^;ar Qed from her presence, and 
wandered to a rountab on the road to Sur^ leading 
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to ^jfpU Ilere she was accosted by an afigel of 
God) who persuaded her to return to her mistress 
axul assured hel^ that she should soon be delivered 
of a son, whom she should call Ishmael ; that his' 
posterity would be extremely numerous; that 
tlicir hmid should be against every man, and every 
man's h^d against them;. and that they should 
dwell in the fece of all their brethren. 

Hagar obeyed the angePs command, and brought 
forth Ishmael in the eighty-sixth year of Abra- 
ham's age. The patriarch brought up this child 
as the promised heir ^£ all his substance, and 
Hagar prudently concealed what she had learnt 
&om the angel, so that near thirteen years elapsecf 
after this event, before he received an explicit 
promise that he should have a son by Sarah his 
wife. * . 

By this time Abraham had attained to the jj. c. 
ninety-ninth year of his age, when God 1898. 
was pleased to ratify his former covenant 
with him, by changing his name from Abram to 
Abraham, assuring him that he should be the 
&her of many nations ; commanding him lo 
circumcise £dl the males in his &mily on die 
eighty day. after their birth ; and informing him 
that Sarah his wife should bear a son, who should 
inl^rit all the promised blessings, and therefore, 
her name should be no longer Sarai, but Sarah. 
The patriarch,{a]lingon.his{ace, began to intercede 
tar the jMieservation of Ishmael, b^ond which he 
deemed it unreasonable to ask any thing. But God 
assured him, that these blessings were not de- 
signed for Ishmael, but for a son, to be bom of 
the hitherto barren Sarah, whom he should name 
Iwac i that the son of Hagar should indeed, be 
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blessed with a^mimerous ppsteritjr, tet rtafrtrtwc 
olooe sbotild be entitted to the cpyemjxi of pit>» 
siisey and that in his seed aU natioas of the earth, 
diouid be blessed. 

^C. Abrahai%ha^niigcheorfiitt7 obeyed the 
1897. commaDd of hb Sibker mth inspect ta> 
the males of his fiunily^ Wa» soon ho^ 
noured with another visit more isemiujsable than 
the former* Sitting one day bdbre the door of 
^ tem^ he saw three persona, at a di^tancen 
^hoiyihe siapposed to be strangers^ and goings 
forth to Qveetthfovi) invited them» respecttuDyy. 
U>-partake of a refie^ment with him. In this 
i«)terv]ei|c» hi^ divine guest oonfirmod his promise, 
of Sard's bearing a son within the year. Sarah». 
who was listening at the- tent door^ betrayed her 
incredulity by an involuntary burst of laughter |. 
an^tbe.atrangier asked the cause of her itreverent 
mirth» in so aefious a tone^ that she would &in 
have denied it; but it was to no purpose that she 
^deavoured to hide any thing from the heavenly 
visitor, who dismissed her with this gentle re* 
prooi^ that she was highly culpable in mistrusting; 
hia assertions^ since nothmg was itiqK>ssible with 
God. 

The celestial guests now rose up in omler ta 
pUTMie th^ir. jpumey f andrAbrahamaccon^panied 
them some pact of the way>.till ^nse of tbemf. whom 
the original calls ^< the LordV informed him tba^ 
the cry of Sodom andGomorrah had ascended to 

f The name of JehQvah, by which Motes caUs the stran;; 
fer whQ conversed with Abmhami.being reganiedby tbe 
^nerality of Jews and Christians as the incommunicable 
name of God, it isrationally supposed this was^he socood 
yenoa of the bleuAd Trinity who appeuBd.4n ^^tfoitf^ 
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HisaYen ; and that i\e was going down ta'destrb^ 
those places, if he found their crimes equal to the 
report. 

The patriarch>. remembering his nephew, Lot, 
and stimulated by compassion for his fellow* 
creatures, earnestly interceded for such righteous 
men as might be found among the sinners ; and 
continued hi& solicitations till he obtained an 
assurance, that if (en just persons were found in 
the place, God would lay aside his purposed 
judgment for their sake. The &te of tirose cities 
and the deliverance of Lot^ having appeared m the 
preceding volume, it is only requisite to observe, 
that Abraham, on the ensuing morning, beheld 
the smoke of the polluted country ascencting like 
the smoke of a furnace. 

Soon after this period, Abraham removed frdm 
the plains of Manu*e into the country of the 
Philistines, where king Abimelech secui^ Sarah 
for his bed, supposing her to have been the 
patriarch's Mster ; but God appeared to the Phi- 
listine in a dream> and threatened hihi with 
instant death, if he did not immediately resto^ the 
woman to her husband; in consequence of 
which) Sarah was sent back with many valuable 
presents. 

At the appointed time, Sarah was de« s. q^ 
livered of the child of promise, who Was 1896, 
circtunclsed on the eighth day, and named 
Isaac, agreeably to the command of the Almighty. 
The venerable couple were now in the zenith of 
their happiness : Sarah having suckled'the infant 
at .her own breast, weaned him at the customary 
time ; and her pious husband made a feast to all 
his household on the joyful occasion. But this 
felicity suffered somt Moj froia the jealousy^ 
Vol. II. G 
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whtcii Isattc oecaskfned to Hagar stnd her «»i| 
for Isaac had scarcely attained his seventh yearv 
when his mother, perceiving that Ishmael treated 
him with disrespect, resolved to part them for 
ever, that the son of the bondswoman might 
have no share in the inheritance. •Though Ab«« 
liam loved his wife so tenderly, that he ccmld deny 
her nothing, yet he cohadered her intuition as 
cruel and unreasonable ; but God confirming 
Sarah's request, and promising to make Ishmael 
the father of a great nation, he was at length 
prevailed on to send Hagar and her wan. away. 

About twenty-five years after this event, Abm* 
ham's faith and obedience were put to the most 
severe test, he being commandedhy the AloMghtjr 
fo take Isaac, his only and dearly b^ved soi^ 
to*a certain mountain, and^there to o£fer him up 
as a burnt-'sacrifice* The justly-celebrated palri« 
arch, without presuming to expostulate upon the 
severity 6f these orders, resolved to obey ; leaving 
to God the performance of his own promises, 
fie accordingly set out, the very next morning, 
and, tm the third day, came within sight of 
Ibfount Moriah, the place appointed for. the 
dreadful sacrifice. Leaving his servants bel^d, 
he ascended the mountain with the darling of hi) 
old age, laden Witl^ the wood and other materials 
for a bunitH»ffering« laaac^ seeing nothing, of 4 
victim, could not forbear Rationing his fiytfaer, 
Vfho replied, calmly, that Gtjd wbuM provide a 
lamb for the occasidm Having built an altar, 
and laid the wood in order, Abraham bound his 
SOU) and stretched out his hand to give the &tal 
blow : but God was pleased to countermand his 
injunction, and to renew all his protnises to faia 
Well-tried servant, who had not attempted to wilii* 
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Hold fas cnly sm from him. Abraham then dis* 
covered a ram, caught by the horns in a bush, 
which he immediately sacrificed instead of his 
son, and, in memoiry of the transaction, called 
the place Jehovah-}iie, the Lord vnU provide^ al- 
hiding to the answer he had given Isaac on 
ascending the mountain. He soon after heard 
the welcome news, that his sister-in-4aw, Milcah, 
had borne a numerous issuer a circumstance 
which induced him to tend to that fomily for a 
wife for Isaac. 

Abraham af^iears to have lived in the b. c. 
utmost tranquillity with Isaac and Sarah, I86a 
tiU his happiness was disturbed by the 
death of the latter, which happened in the hun- 
dred and twen^-sevwith year i^f her age, in the 
city of Hebron., Her husband went thither to 
ttioum fi^r her^ andtofn^ecure her an honourable 
sepulture. He accordingly purchased the cave of 
Machpelah, with the field belonging to it, from 
£phron the Hittite, for four hundred pieces of 
silver, and deposited in that place the remains of 
his beloved wife. 

The patriarch, being anxious to see B.C. 
Isaac married to some branch of his own I85r. 
&mily, called one of his most ftithful 
servants to him, and having compelled him to 
take ah oath that he would execute his commission 
with fidelity, gave him suitable instructions to 
6<mclude the marriage. The servant proceeded 
vrith all possible speed to. Haran, where Abra* 
ham's br<Aher resided, and partly by rich presents, 
imd paMly by die fiivourable account he gave 
of Abraham's weUth and graildeur, easily ob- 
tained the beautiful Rebecca for his young master. 
Having thus acquitted himself of his commission, 
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he hastened back to Abraham ; and Rebecca 
was received by Isaac with every mark of a&c- 
tioDate respect. 

B. c. ^ Abraham, though greatly delighted with 
1853. the marriage of his son, deemed it advis- 
able to console himself for the loto of his 
beloved Sarah, by espousing Keturah, after he had 
continued a widower for several years. By this 
union he had six sons, whom he afterward por- 
tioned, that they nught iiot interfere with Isaac's^ 
inheritance. They accordingly went to the east*- 
ward ofBeersheba and the land of Canaan, and 
settled in botli Arabias, where some traces' of 
their name may still be found. 

Nothing more is recorded of this &moti» patri* 
arch, but, that he died in the hundred Bod 
seventy-fifth year of his age, and was buried by 
his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, in the ^pukhnrf cave 
ofMachpelab. 

B. c. Rebecca, who had continued barren for 
l838f upwards of nineteen years, was at length 
delivered of two sofis, whom she c^ed 
Esau and Jacob. Esau became . A great hunter^ 
and, consequently, the darling of his father, who 
was very fond of venison ; but Jacob w;as ^be 
especial fevourite of his mother, who kn^w^Jby 
revelation, that he should inherit tlie bleasipg* 
This knowledge she probably communicated to 
the object of her maternal love, as, he WRs iiot 
above twenty years old when he contrived to wndke. 
his brother swear away hi^ birthright. 

Isaac, haying removed to Gerar, m tco|ifi«- 
quence of a famine, apd formed an a|n|csd)le 
treaty with, king Abimelech, resolv^ to confer 
a solemn benediction on hia firsit-bom Esatb 
before he died. He therefore commanded 
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him to go in quest of sotne Tenisoiiy and dress 
it to his palate ; expressing a wish to put 
his design in ersecution immediately. Esau cheer- 
fully obeyed these injunctions ; but Rebecca, 
having overheard the discourse, caused Jacob to 
personate his brother, and executed her plan with 
such admirable prudence, that Isaac had pro* 
nouncedthe irrevocable blessing, before his eldest 
son returned &om the chase> Jacob hastened to 
acquaint his mother with their brilliant success, 
and Esau was soon convinced that he had been 
circumvented in his absence. A pathetic scene 
ensued between the venerable patriarch and his 
afilicted son ; but the former strenuously insisted 
that his blessing should remain with Jacob* 
However, to assuage Esau's excessive grief, he 
blessed him also in these words, ** Thy dwelling 
shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew 
of Heaven from above : by thy sword and thy 
bow shalt thou live, and shsdt serve thy brother ; 
and it shall come to pass, that when thou shalt 
have the domimon, thou shalt break his yoke from 
off thy neck." This benediction was, however, so 
far from composing the mind of Esau, that he is 
sud to haive resolved on Jacob's assassination, 
and dropped such hints of his dark design, that 
Rebecca found a pretence for sending the. object 
of his resentment beyond his reach, to Padan 
Aram. 

Jacob being greatly encouraged by a singular 
dream, in the vicinage of Luz, proceeded cheer- 
foUy on his journey, till he arriv^ at the house of 
his unck Laban. Here he was received with 
every demonstration of joy ; and an agreement 
was soon made, by virtue of which, he was to 
serve his relative seven years, on condition of 
G3 
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being rewarded with the hand of the beauteous 
Rachel. At the espiration of the stated time, 
Jacob demanded the dear remun«r£ftion of his 
labour, but Laban contrived to deceive him, by 
introducing him to the aparbnent of Leah* The 
bridegroom, finding, at the^ return of day, that 
instead of his beloved Rachel, he was united to 
her homely sistej:, expressed his resentmoit of his 
uncle's duplicity in die strongest terms* Laban 
apologised for his behaviour by observing, that 
it was an unprecedented thing in that countiy, 
to marry the youngest sister before the eldest; 
and pacified his nephew, by offering to give him 
Rachel also at the expiration of the nuptial week, 
for the benefit of seven other years of .fidthfiil 
senice, 

B.C. Jacob's behaviour was extremely dif- 
1757. ferent toward his two wives. Rachel 
having the entire possession of his heart, 
whilst Leah was obliged to content herself with 
mere civility. Yet the latter was ihade the happy 
mother of many children, whilst her sister was, 
for a considerable length of time, supposed to 
be barren. Leah was soon delivered of a aoii, 
whom she named Reuben, intimating that God 
had seen her alHiction, and given her a child, 
which might, probably, endear her to her hu4» 
band. She afterward bore another whom she 
called Simeon, because she said the Almighty 
had listened to her complaint ; her third she 
distinguished by the name of Levi, hoping her 
husband would be now cotxlially joined to her ; 
and the fourth she called Judah, thinking herself 
bound to praise God for his repeated mercies*. 

Rachel was by this time so extremely mortified 
at her sister's fruitfulness; that she began to mui> 
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xnvr i^mnstthe dispensations of ProTidence, and 
peeyis|;^7 told her husband, diat unless he gave 
l»er children aJso>y she should assuredly die with 
S^rief. Jacob, replied that he was not possessed 
of the power of working miracles ; and exhorted 
iter to look up to God for the ^liilment of her 
de«re, instead of provoking the divine anger by 
her unavailing discontent. This answer silenced 
Ker upbrsddingS} and she gave her maid Bilhah to 
Jacob, by whom he had two sons ; the first of 
which Rachel called Dan, to imply that God had 
judged in her favour ; and the other she called 
Naphtali, to e^qpress the struggles she had with 
her sister. 

Leah, supposing that she had left off bearing, 
gave her maid Zilpali to Jacob, whose first son 
she named Gad (a trooji) expecting more to fol- 
low ; and the next she called Asher, on account of 
the felicity which she now enjoyed. She was, 
herself, delivered of two more sons, whom she 
called Issachar and Zebulun ; and had likewise a 
daughter, whom she named Dinah. Rachel's 
inquietude was also at length, appeased, as 
God vouchsafed to grant her a son, whom she 
called Joseph. 

. Jacob having now completed hisfouiteen yearsof 
servitude, requested Laban's permission to remove > 
with his family, to the residence of his venerable 
parents* But the great advantages^ which had 
already resulted from his fidelity and attention, 
rendered his uncle extremely averse to his pro- 
posal, and induced him to offer fresh wages, upon 
condition, that he should relinquish his design. 
An agreement was soon executed ; but Laban's -" 
avarice invented so many stratagems to defraud 
fiis son-in-law, that the latter was compelled to 
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use others in his own defence, which were at- 
tended with such signal success, that he became 
exceedingly rich, while Laban's property g^ra- 
dually diminished. 

3, Q^ That pecuHar blessing, which was evi- 
1729. dently stamped by Heaven itself on M the 
concerns of Jacob, gave such umbrage to 
Laban and his sons, that they began to abate of 
their former respectful behaviour, and to regard 
him with the jaundiced eye of jeiJousy. Jacobs 
accordingly, resolved to quit a place which no 
longer afforded him tlie blessings of content ; and 
having imparted his design to his wives, com- 
menced his journey, with all his household, to 
the Land of Canaan, while his uncle was engaged, 
at some distance, in sheep-shearing. Laban re* 
ceived intelligence of this transaction on the third 
day, and went immediately in pursuit of the 
fugitives ; but seven days elapsed before he over- 
took them, by which time they had crossed the 
Euphrates, and formed a temporary encampiliefiLt 
on the mountains of Gilead. 

Laban had, in all probability, formed some 
evil design against Jacob, but, being intimidated 
by a vision from God in his sleep, he contented 
himself with upbraiding his relative with a pre- 
cipitate fiiglit, which deprived him of the salJa- 
fection of caressing his daughters and children, 
and of dismissing them with the custXHxiaiy 
ceremonies of music and dancing. He also accused 
him of stealing his gods, which Rachel had, in fiict, 
taken and concealed among the camel's fotniture. 
To the first part of ^s complsunt, Jacob readily 
answered, by adverting to the various frauds^ 
which had been practised by his covetous uncle ; 
and by expatiating on the ungrateful returns that 
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had-been made to his long and well tried services* 
But -with respect to the theft he avowed his igno- 
rance of the whole concern, and commanded that 
the most diligent search should be instantly made 
for the idols, in order that the culprit, if discovered^ 
should be put to death. Laban lost no time, but 
searched every tent with the utmost care: his 
labour however was rendered fruitless by Rachers 
pTesence of mind ; and he was at last obliged to 
submit to the loss of his precious goods. Some 
fresh expostulations now ensued between Laban 
and Jacob, who mutually agreed to rear a pile of 
stones, as a standing monument of their fiiend- 
^p and pacific intentions. This disign was im* 
nuMliately executed ; a sacrifice was offered to 
God upon the occasion ; the residue of the day 
was devoted to festivity; and next morning La- 
ban, haviag bestowed his benedictions on the 
l^hole femiiy, returned to Padan-Aram. 

Jacob had no sooner obtained a complete de^ 
liverance from Laban's tyranny, than he began 
to dread the effects of his elder brother's resent- 
ment, though his anxiety viras,in some measure, 
allayed, by a vision of a host of angels, who ap- 
peared to \dm on th^ road. He dispatched mes- 
sengers to acquaint Esau with the prosperous 
state of his a&irs, and to aiuiounce his return 
fron> Mesopotamia. Esau immediately went 
forth to meet him with so numerous a train of 
followers, that Jacob concluded he came for his 
destruction. With this idea, he divided his family 
into two bands, that if one perished, the other 
might escape ; addressed himself to God, in the 
language of true humility, for needful succour ; 
and commanded his servants to advance, with 
some valuable presents of cattle^^wards his bro? 
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ther, Mrhose esteem might possibly be condEatecl 
by so respectful a mode of conduct. 

Having made these arrangements in the best 
manner his time and exigence would permit, he 
caused his family and flocks to pass the brook 
Jabbok very early in the morning, whilst he- 
himself tarried at Mahanaim, and obtained a 
blessing from a divine apparition in the form of a 
many with which he wrestled till break of day* 
His name was now changed from Jacob to Isniel,- 
which signifies a man that hssfirevidiedwitk God; 
and the new assurances which he received of 
the heavenly protection encouraged him to pro* 
eeed cheerfully, till he had overtaken his fandly* 
IKs interview with Esau was |deasingly a£fecting| 
and he received a pressing invitaticm to Modnt 
Seir ; but thought proper to turn towards Suc^^ 
doth, whence he afterwtu^ removed to Saletn^ 
a city bek>nglng to the Sechemites, where he 
settled, and erected an altar, which he cana^ 
crated to the " mighty God of Israel." 
3, Q, In this situation Jacob might. In aK 
1732. probability, have long enjoyed the bless- 
« tngs of domestic felicity, and the unfeign- 
ed respect of his neighbours, had not his two sons 
Simeon and Levi compelled him, by their trea- 
cherous massacre of the Sechemites, to remove 
nearer Mamre, where his father still redded. 

Shortly after this event, Jacob, in obedience to 
the command of his Maker, conducted his family 
to Lu2, afterward called Beth-el, where he built 
an altar, and called it El-Beth-el, or the God of 
JBeth-el. His continuance at this place was how- 
ever of short duration, as he was extremely anx- 
ious to visit his beloved &ther. In his journey 
towards Ephrathi Rachel fell in labour, and per- 
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ceivmg her approaching dissolqti^, called thf 
child Benoni, or the son of my affliction ; but after 
her decease^ Jacob changed that melancholy name 
into Benjamin, or the son of my right hand. Rap 
chel was interred ki the way to Ephrath, and a 
stone monument was rsused upon her grave. 
About the same time Reuben, hamg &Uen in 
love with Bilbah, his falher's cc^icubine, commit- 
ted an outrage, which made so deep an impression 
on Jacob's heart, that he grieved for it to the daf 
of his death. 

Jacob at length artived at the dwelling of his 
old father, with whom he continued till the good 
patriarch yielded his ^int into the hand of his 
Makes, In the hundred and eightieth year of his 
age. He was buried by his two sons in the cave 
of Machpelah, with Abraham and Sarah* 

The felicity, which Jacob had experi- 3, q^ 

enced during his last residence with his 1729, 

beloved parent, had suffered a semdble 

diminution by the illiberal disposition and cruel 

conduct ^ fipme pail of his family. Joseph, who 

was th^ &bout seventeen years of age» and th^ 

peculiar darling of his &die{^ became Uie object 

t>f hi9 brethren's envy on accouirt of his stiperi<Mr 

accomplishments, and the austerity of his virtue^ 

which prompted him to make Jacob acquainted 

with the reprehensible conduct tii the sons of 

Bilhab and Zilpah. But envy was suddenly c<m* 

verted into the most irreconcilable hatred by his 

telling them some remarkable dreams, which 

clearly prefigured his Aiture exaltation, and the 

humiliation of his brethren. From this time they 

resolved on his destruction, and embraced the 

first opportunity of uelivering themselves from 

the restraint, which his presence usually imposed 
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on their ^taofns. They agreed to kill tiim, and 
persuade their father that he was devoured by 
Bome ^ild beast ; but fteuben having prevailed on 
them to cast him into a pit where he might die 
with hunger, they<:hanged their design, and sold 
him to a troop of Ishmaelites, who happened to 
pass with baJm and spices, on their way to 
Egypt. Reuben, who was absent during this 
transaction, expresses the utmost astonishment 
when he perceived Joseph was gone, and uttered 
such lamentable complaints, as rendered the . in« 
human brothers still more solicitous to conceal 
- the steps they had taken. It was, however, uni- 
versally agreed, that Jacob should be deceived 
respecting the fkte of his beloved child ; in con- 
sequence of which Joseph's party-coloured coat 
was dipped in the blood of a kid and sent to the 
good patriarch, who, recognising the garment, 
exclaimed in an agony of despmr, <* Joseph is 
without doubt rent in pieces V* and took his ima- 
ginary loss so much to heart, that he did notecase 
mourning on account of it, till he heard the sur- 
prising news of his son's advancement in Egypt* 

Joseph happened to be sold to an officer of the 
king's guard, named Potiphar, whom he served 
with such diligence, zeal, and fidelity, that he 
was soon entnisted with the entire management 
of his master's affairs. In this situation he cap- 
tivated the affections of Potiphar's wife, who 
made several attempts to seduce him into a com» 
pliance with her unlawful desires ^ and one day, 
in particular, .accosted him in so passionate a 
manner, that Joseph ikd abruptly from the house, 
leaving his upper garment, which she had laid hold 
of, in her hands. This repulse transported her 
inataitfaneously from the extreme of wanton love 
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to that of revenge: she accoixiingly brought to« 
gether all her domestics who were within hearing, 
and charged the innocent Hebrew with her own 
crimey producing the garment as a confirmation 
of her tale. Potiphar, being deceived by his per*' 
fidious wife, was violently incensed against his 
servant, and caused him to be immediately 
thrown into prison* 

Joseph had not been long in this melancholy 
situation, before he ingratiated himself so effectu- 
ally with the Egyptian gaoler, that he intrusted 
him with the care of all the prisoners* Two of 
these persons, viz* Pharaoh's chief butJer and 
baker, acquainted Joseph with some remarkable 
dreams ; which he readily interpreted, and also 
predicted the |H-ecise time of their accomplish- 
ment; observing, that within three days the 
butler should be restored to his em^oyment, 
and the baker put to death. He then implored 
the assistance and^interest of the former, relating 
the sad story of his early captivity, the injus* 
tice of his late mistress, and^ what else might 
t>e deemed suitable for the accomplishment of his 
design in appealing to the humanity of his fellow 
prisoner. 

On the predicted day Pharaoh's prisonei*s were 
taken from confinement ; when the chief baker 
was suspended firom a tree, and the chief butler 
reinstated in die full possession of his place 
and privileges. But the promise which he had 
given to Joseph was now forgotten, amidst the 
splejndour of the palace, and two years elapsed 
before the unfortunate son of Jacob obtained the 
expected t^eliverance* 

Vol. n. H 
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B. C. About this time the Egyptian monarch' 
1715. was greatly disturbed by two remarkable 
dreams*, which were justly considered as 
portentous of «ome great event or accident, though 
the magicians were unable to expl^ them* Jo- 
seph was then, upon the butler's recommendaticxiy 
sent for out of prison ; and the interpretation 
which he gave, together with the excellent adyice 
he offered upon the important occasion, con- 
ciliated the king's esteem, and elevated him to 
the second station in the land. 

Joseph, being now arrayed in the most costly 
robes, honoured with Pharaoh's warmest esteem, 
and seated in the second chariot of state, whilst 
the men who ran before it cried, "Bow the 
knee," made a progress through the whole king- 
dom ; erected granaries, appointed proper ofiicers 
in every place, and arranged all things with such 
exquisite foresight and application, that before 
the expiration of the plentiful y!;ars, he found his 
stores filled above numbering. During this time 
the king had given him the name of Zaphnah- 
Paaneah, or a revealer of secrets ; and bestowed 
on him in marriage the daughter of Potipherah, 
priest of On, by whom he had two sons; the first 
of whom he called Manasseh, to express that 
" God had made him forget all his toil ;" and 
the second he named Ephraim, because his Maker 
had rendered him fruitful in the land of his af- 
fiiction. 

The seven plentiful years, implied by the first 
part of Pharaoh's dream were immediately suc- 
ceeded by those of famine ; nor vras the scarcity 
confined to Eg3rpt, but severely felt in the 

• Vide Genesis xli. 
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land of Canaan, and the adjoining nations. As 
soon therefore as the Egyptians began to be in 
want of bread, Joseph commanded his stores ta 
be opened, and com to be sold to the people^ 
who flocked thither from all parts. 

Jacob hearing of the political measures which 
had been taken in Egypt, sent ten. of his sons 
thither to purchase grain, and kept only Benjamin 
at home. Upon their arrival they were directed 
to the governor, who instantly recognised their 
features, and beheld the accomplishment of hia 
dream in their humble prostrations. He there- 
fore demanded, in an angry tone of voicc> 
whence they came ; and upon their answering 
from Canaan, accused them of being spies ; who, 
under the pretence of buying com^ designed to 
examine the weakness hf the Iat%d« To this 
chslrge they replied, in the most submissive 
manner, by asserting that they were all one 
man*s sons; and had leR a younger brother 
with' their ^th^, who had been tressed with 
another besides, but he was now no more. Jo- 
seph, taking advantage of this declaration, told 
them, with an imperious air» that unless one of 
them would consent to fetch this youngest son, 
whilst . the rest were detained in custody, he 
should be fully persuaded of their treacherous 
intentions, and should punish them accordingly* 

At the expiration of three days, during which 
they 'had all been in c<Hifinement, he sent for 
them, and in a milder tone proposed that nine of 
them should depart with provisicm for their 
family, while one might remain in prison, till the 
arrival of the youngest brother shoulft prove their 
sincerity. He then caused Simeon to be bpund 
before^ tl^pir eyes, whilst he had the pleasure to 
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hear them express their contritioti for their in- 
hunan cojrutuct towards their brother Joseph, on 
whose account) they unanimously agreed, they 
were now chastised by the righteous providence 
of God. 

The disconsolate brethren were now suffered 
to set out on their return, but had not traveUed 
fer, when they were equally dismayed and asto- 
nished by finding their money in their sacks* 
They imsaMdiately supposed that the haughty 
Egyptian lord had deviaeil llitt*«xpe(Uent for Sieir 
ruin, and doubted not but their nei^iwt would 
be productive of the most direful mis^rtvmes.. 
With these ideas they returned to their iather, 
and acquainted him with their mortifying adven^ 
tur^s. The patriarch was much grieved at the 
detention of Simeon, and the harsh behaviour of 
the governor: but when he understood tiiat 
Benjamin the dariing of his soul, and the off- 
spring of his betoved Rachel, must of necessity 
be eufkd to Egypt, his aged Jieart was over- 
whelmed witib ackRQW, the recollection of past 
afldictions rushed nAio hiaaiiadf and he exckum- 
ed, in the bitterness of his soq]^ ^ Mj soa diatt 
not go down : for his brother is dead, and he m 
left alone« If mischief befiil him by the way, 
&en will my grey hairs be brought down with 
sorrow to the grave." 

. At length, however, the famine increasing, 
$ind the provision being nearly exhausted, Jacob 
was prevailed on to part vrith his^ favourite son 
for a titne, in order that Simeon might be set at 
liberty, and his household preserved from de- 
struction. He accordingly prepared such presents 
as he thought would be most acceptable to the 
Egyptian, and having given the strictest charge 
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nespectii^ Benjamin, furnished his sons with a 
supply of money, and earnestly entreated the 
Ahntghty to crown their journey with success* 

When they presented themselves before Joseph, 
be commanded his steward to conduct them to 
his house, where, he intended they should dine 
with him. But they, suspecting a design was 
forming against their liberty on account of the 
money they had recently found in their sacks, 
addressed themselves to the steward, and assured 
him they had brought it back, with a fresh supply 
for other provision* The man desired them to 
lay aside &eir ill^grounded apprehensions ; and 
after introducing them to their brother Simeoni 
informed them they were to dine with the 
governor, who would return by noon* 

Joseph ma^e his appearance at the appointed 
hour, and honoured them vnth a friendly saluta- 
tion, inquiring after their father's health, and 
demanding whether that was their youngest bro- 
ther who stood before him. Benjamin bowed 
his head in token of re[dy, and Joseph having 
blessed him, commanded the dinner to be sensed. 
They were placed according to their seniority, 
whilst he sat at one table . by himself, and his 
Egyptian friends at another ; for it was an abo- 
mination to the Egyptians to eat with the He- 
brews* Joseph, accordmg to the custom of the 
coimtry, sent dishes from his own table to all his 
brethren ; but Benjamin's portion was &ve times* 
larger than any of the rest. 

After they had partaken of this repast, the sons 
of Jacob began to think of taking their leave ; 

• This was a particular mark of respeot or affection 
towards ihe person to whom it Ww seiit. 
H2 
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and next morning set out on their return to 
their fiither: but Joseph's steward, overtakii]g 
them at some distance from the city,' accused 
them of purloining his lord's drinking cup; and 
to their inexpressible amazenient found the pro- 
perty in Benjamin's sack. Confounded at this 
terrible accident, and distracted for the safety of 
the supposed thief, they returned with all possible 
haste to Joseph wh6 reprimanded them warmly 
for their ingratitude ; but consented to pardon 
them all, except the person on whom the fcup 
was found. He therefore told them, that he 
should retain Benjamin in slaver)^, ahd desired 
the rest to go home in peace. 

Upon this declaration, Judah stepped fbrtfard 
to plead tlie cause of the imaginary culprit. He 
addressed himself to Joseph in the most pathetic 
language, expatiating on Israel's extreme fond- 
ness ; adverting to his own Solemn engagement 
for the safety of the youth ; offering himself with 
unfeigned zeal as an equivalent for his brother ; 
and drawing a lively picture of those incompar- 
able agonies which must inevitably rend the heart 
of a venerable parent, in case his present peti- 
tion was disregarded. Joseph listened for some 
time in silence to thi^ affecting language, but at 
length his emotion became so visible, that he 
was forced to send all the by-standers away, while 
he made himself known to his brethren. Then 
giving free vent to his tears, he embraced them 
with inexpressible tenderness, assured diem' of 
his forgiveness for their intentional cruelty, and 
reminded them that his early captivity had, under 
the direction of Providence, been productive of 
the greatest blessings to himself, to them, ahd to 
all Egypt. Pharaoh, being informed in the mean 
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tincke that Joseph's brethren were come to buy 
Gom^ wils pleased to issue out orders for their 
vetxuyval into his dominions, promising tfaey 
sikould never want sustenance or protectioa; 
and Joseph, in compliance with the orders of his 
royal patron, sent immediately for his &ther. 

Jacob, on the return of his srais, inquired ea- 
l^eriy for lus beloved Benjamin, and thougl^ 
■Itimself sufficiently happy iti clasping that object 
of paternal affection once more to his generous 
bosom. But when he heard the astonishuig news 
of Joseph's safety and exalted ntuation, the ve« 
nerable Hebrew fainted beneath the oppresHve 
emotions of his soul, and on reviving seemed to 
doubt whether it was not an illusion. At length, 
however, he regained sufficient strength to look 
on the rich presents, and the carriages, which 
were sent by Pharaoh's command ; when raising 
lus eyes to Heaven, he exclaimed with all the 
enthusiasm of mingled love and gradtude, ^^ It 
is enough ; Joseph, my ton, is yet alive ; I will 
go and see him before I die." 

Joseph was no sooner informed of his father's 
a{^roach| than he went to meet him, and their 
mutual emotions upon this occasion were such as 
may be better imagined than expressed. The 
patriarch and his sons were then f|l|s^ted to 
Pharaoh, and received the royal per^|^$ipn to 
settle in the land of Goshen, where they l^e^jved 
aconstant supply from the granaries durL^g^ the 
&mine, and were intrusted with the care of the 
flocks and herds belonging to the king. 

'In this situation the family of Israel increased 
ra^dly in wealth and numbers, under the blessing 
(tf God and. the provident care of Joseph. At 
length Jacob &iduig by the visible decay of his 
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bodily strength, that his dissolution wi^s at h^ndy 
sent for his beloved son, and entreated that his 
body might be carried) after his. decease, to 
Machpelah, and there deposited with his ancestors* 
Joseph cheerfully took an oath to fulfil this desire, 
and Israel bowed himself upon the bed's headi ia 
token of gratitude to his creator. 
B. c. Shortly after this transaction, Joseph 
1689. presented his two sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim, to his &ther, requesting him ta 
bless them before he died» Jacob, at the sight of 
his grand-children, sat up in his bed, though now 
in his last illness, and after recapitulating the 
glorious promises he had received frooa the Al- 
mighty concerning the future acquisitions of his. 
numerous posterity, he observed, that for the sake 
of his beloved Rachel the sons of Joseph, should 
be called the two tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, 
and as such shotdd receive a double lot in the 
division of the Promised Land.^ The chRdren 
were then brought to the bedside, and placed, 
by Joseph, in such a manner that the patriarch 
might lay his right hand upon the head of the 
eldest, and his left upon that of the youngest ; 
but Jacob, by crossing his arms, reversed the in- 
tended position. This being attributed to a mis- 
take, Joseph attempted to rectify it; but his fatlieir 
told him he acted by a divine impulse, and 
in blessing the youths he not only preferred 
Ephraim to Manasseh, but gave him much the 
nobler benediction. 

Israel now caused his other sons to be assem- 
bled, and having pronounced a prophetical bless- 
ing to every tribe, reminded them of his earnest 
desire to be buried in the cave of Machpelah ;. 
after which he composed (limself in his bed, and 
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expired) in the hundred and forty-sevefiHi year of 
liis age, having rended seventeen years in the land 
oTGoBhm* 

Joseph, after fwik^iag. tkr coipee with a pro* 
fusion of tears, and expressing* alt tlienai wmttm 
which the loss of sa dear a relative could inspire, 
acquainted liia sovereign wiUi the moumfel event, 
and began to make suitable pre|>arations fer the 
iuneral. The body was accordingly embalmed 
with the customary ceremcmies ; the Egyptians 
devoted severity days to respectfiol lamentation ; 
and the mournful procession was attended by all 
the males of Jacob's family, the chief officers of 
the king's household, and die grandees of the 
kiugdoMu As soon us the cavidcade, consisting 
of a vast midlk»dt «£diaffiots and horsemen, had 
crossed the river Jor^u^ tiMf made it halt of 
seven days at the threshing floor of Atasd^ aad 
there performed a funeral ceremony, which in* 
duced the Canaanites to call the place Abd-Miz* 
raim, or t^ mourning of the £gtf/uiaTu, ' Then 
resuming their march, they proceeded to Mach* 
pelah, where the sons of Israel performed his 
obsequies, and th^ returned to Egypt with the 
rest of the company* ' 

Joaq^'s brethren, bf ing now deprived of their 
parent's protection, and dreading the resentment 
of the governor, whom they had once treated 
with the most unpardonable cruelty, sent an hum* 
ble message to inform hiiki that it was their father's 
earnest wish he should forget all past injuries, 
and stiU indulge them with his protection. Jo« 
seph in^mediately sent for bis petitioners, received 
them with all the warmth of fraternal tenderness, 
and gave them such unequivoc^ assurances of 
affection and support, that they departed to their 
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respective families with joyful hearts^ though 
probably astonished at that magnanimous dispo- 
sition, to which they themselves appear to have 
been utter strangers* 

B. c. Nothing more is recorded of this fatnily 
1630. tin the period of Joseph's death; when he 
sent for his brethren, and assured them 
that God would certainly fulfil his immutable 
promise, and establish their posterity in the land 
of Canaan. He tlierefore requested, that they 
would not inter his remsuns in Goshen, but 
deposit them in some secure place, and, on the 
accomplishment of his prediction, carry them to 
the spot of ground whkh his beloved father had 
given him by his last will. Having expressed 
this wish to his brethren,^ and taken an oath of 
them for its due fulfilment, Joseph breathed out - 
his soul in the hundred and tenth year of his agey 
ha^g continued eighty years in possession of 
those honours^ which Phax^h ccmferred upon his 
extraordinary merit* 



SECT. IV. 



Tlie HUtory of the Jews^ Jrom the Commencement 
qf their Egyfitian Bondage to their Entrance into 
the Land of Promise. 

THE time when the Israelites were first op- 
pressed in the land of Egypt cannot now 
be accurately determined, neither would it be 
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neadth their bondage -when Moses was bom. If^ 
however) the time be uncertain, the cause is suffi- 
ciently obvious, viz. the pro^g^s increase of 
their population, which excited the jealousy of 
the Egyptians, and induced them to weaken so 
formidable a multitude by tasces^ labours, and 
every species of oppression* 

Thb persecution began under the reign of a 
new monarch, who was either unacquainted vrith 
Joseph, or had forgotten the important services 
which that prudeirt minister had rendered both 
to the crown and nation of Egypt* Finding, at 
the expiration of several years, that nei>- 3. c. 
ther the hardships he laid upon the 1573. 
Israelites nor the cruelties his officers used 
toward them, could prevent their increasing as 
&st as ever, he sent for the two chief Hebrew 
midwives, and strictly commanded them to de- 
stroy every new-bOm male, letting the females 
take their chance. But these women, who feared 
God and abhorred the idea oi so barbarous an 
office, neglected thje royal command, and saved 
all the children without discrimination. Pharaoh, 
incensed at the frustration of his design, issued 
out an edict under the severest penalties, that 
every male child of the Hebrews should be thrown 
into the Nile as soon as it was bom, and that 
none but the females should be suffered to live ; 
by which inhuman decree tBe Israelites were 
reduced to the melancholy necessity of drowning 
their own children, or of seeing them drowned 
by the Egyptians. They were accordingly thrown 
into the utmost consternation, and doubtless be* 
gan to imagine, that God had either forgotten or 
reyoked his gracious promises. But the great 
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Object of their adoption, Whose designs cotik) 
not be frttslrated by private artifice or open vio* 
knee, made the tyrannical author of their misery 
the instrument of brining Up that very in&n^ 
who Was destined to be the deliverer of ^eir tm* 
happy tribes* 

S. Q^ Amram) the son of Kbhath, and Joche-> 
1571. bed, the daughter of Levi, Were blessed 
with two children, Miriam and Aaron, 
before the promulgation of Pharaoh's edict ; but 
Moses being bom some time after, and proving 
a beautiful child, the parents felt a more than 
ordinary reluctance to destroy him. Theyaccord* 
ingly ventured to conces^ him for the space of 
three months, till fearing the extreme danger of 
a discovery, which would have proved equally 
&tal to him and themselves, they enclosed him in 
a small ark of bulrushes, and committed him to 
the mercy of the waves, leaving his sister Miriam 
at a convenient distance to watch the events 

The little vessel was socm Impeded in its pro* 
gress by the reeds and flags with which the Nile 
abounds ; and Pharaoh's daughter who was then 
walking by the side of the river, immediately sent 
some jof her attendants to fetch it« Her surprise 
at the sight c^so lovely an infant, bathed in tears 
and thus cruelly exposed, was soon converted to the 
Inost irreustible compassion^ She doubted not 
but it was the child of some unfortunate Hebrew, 
who laboured ben&ath her &ther's tymnny ; and 
her pity told her it was an indispensable duty 
to save him from the common ruin» At this 
moment young Miriam approached the princess, 
and obtained permission to fetch a Hebrew nurse 
to suckle the foundling ; in consequence of which 
the happy Jochebed received the dear infant 
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a^^sdn to her arms, with a strict injunction to use 
him as tenderly as if he were her own. As the 
royal deliverer did not know the child's name^ 
she called him Moses, to express the circumstance 
of his having been drawn out of the water, and 
dismissed Jochebed, with the promise of an ample 
reward, who immediately hastened home to im- 
part her rapturous felici||r to her beloved hus- ^ 
band« 

In process of time the child was taken to Pha- 
raoh's daughter, who adopted htm for her son, 
and caused him to be instructed in all the learn- 
ing of the Egyptians. Moses had, however, 
received such excellent advice from his parents 
concerning the true worship of his Creator, that 
he made no other use of his princely education, 
than to confirm himself the more s^^ainst the gross 
superstitions and idolatry of the courtiers* He 
accordingly prefeiTed the^reproachiul name of an 
Israelite to ail the honours which an irajnous so- 
vereign could bestow ; and he embraced every 
opportunity of visiting the sacred pe(^e,.and 
relieving their oppressions to the best of his 
ability. 

Having one day observed an Eg^^pUan exer- 
cising some wanton cruelty upon one of the He- 
brews, he was so exasperated at the outrage, that 
he instantly ^ew the oppressor, and buried him 
in the sand. This just revenge was executed so 
privately, that Moses imagined himself secure from 
the dread of discovery ; but as he was endeavour- 
ing soon after to compose a quarrel between 
two Israelites, the more guilty of the two de- 
manded whether he designed to murder him as he 
l»d killed the Egyptian. Finding, by this ques- 
tamxt that the &ct was known, 93ad dreading the 
Vol- II. I 
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U. c. king's resentment, he deetned it impra* 
1531. dent to rely too much upwi the protection 
of his adoptive' mother, and accordingljr 
fled with precipitation to the land of Midian* 
Whilst he was taking some rest after his iotimey, 
by the- side of a well, the seven daughters of 
Jethro, (priest of Midian) came to draw water 
for their flocks, but ^tere insulted by the shep' 
herds . Moses immediately espoused the cause of 
injured innocence, compelled the unmannerly 
shepherds to retire, and assisted the virgins in 
'watering the flocks. On the report of this gener- 
ous belukviour, Jethro invited the supposed Egyp- 
tian to his house, intrusted him with the care of 
his cattle, and after some time, gave him his 
daughter Zipporah in marriage. 

In this situation Moses continued forty years, 
without ever supposing Providence had designed 
him for the ddiverer of his nation* At length, 
however, he was made acquainted with this 
important secret by the voice of the Almighty God, 
who vouchsafed to appear to him in a burning 
bush upon Mount Horeb. The divine vision 
called him by name, informed him that the ap« 
pointed time was come lor the deliverance of the 
Israelites, and charged him immediately to re* 
turn to Egypt, and demand their dismission. 

Moses started several objections, which th& 
Deity condescended to obviate, and {>ersisted 
so long in his ill*grounded excuses, that the 
forbearance of his Creator has been justly con- 
sidered as a subject of equal wonder and admi- 
ration. Finding, however, at length, that his 
feervice could not be dispensed with, and having 
received the most ample assurances of protection, 
together with the power of working miracles^ as a 
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* sanction to his great mission, he departed towai*ds 
Midian to make suitable preparations for his 
journey, and to meet his brother Aaron, whom 
the divine Being was pleased to nominate for 
bis inteipreter, both to Pharaoh and the He- 
brews- 
Having obtained a fnendly dismission from 
Jethro, he set out for Egypt with Zipporah and 
his two children, but a dispute arising rejecting 
the .drcumcising of his youngest son upon the 
road, he sent his companions bjtck, and pursued 
his journey with Aaron, who no^v met him, by. 
the divine appcnntment. 

On thtir arrival in the land of Goshen, 3. q. 
they imparted their errand to the elders of 1491. ' 
Israel, and immediately proceeded to open 
their commission before the king; ; but the pre- 
amble, " Thus saith the Lord God of Israel," 
sounded so strangely in his ears, that he was much 
Buri^ised at their presumption, • and peremptorily 
Answered, he knew not the Lord, neither would 
he accede to their request. He then ; dismissed 
them with a severe reprimand, and- immediately 
commissioned his task-masters to double the 
labour. of the Hebrews ; and instead of giving 
them straw to dry their bricks as usual, he caused 
them to be dispersed over the land in search of 
stubble; though they were strictly enjoined to 
fulfil their accustomed tasks without the most 
trifling abatement. This order being rigidly 
executed, induced the overseers of the Israelites 
to go in a body to the palace, in order that the 
king might redress tlieir intolerable grievance; 
but he oiily^ accused them of being idle, and 
drove them from his presence with the most cruel 
indifference^ In their return they were met by 
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Moses and Aaitm, whom they accused m the 
bitterest terms as the aidliors of these new cs^- 
Butiesy whidi couki teimmate m nothmg but 
despair and death* 

Moses, knowing it would be in vain to at* 
tempt his own justification, or to offer conso- 
lation to the sufferers, in the present posture of 
affairs, applied to the Almighty, and expostulated 
with him, in the most humble terms, upon the 
in success of his' first message* The divine 
Being vouchsafed to repeat his former assurances 
of love and compassion towwds the descendants 
of Jacob, affirming that he would soon cause the 
Egyptians to acknowledge his incomparable 
power, and promising to deliver the grbaning 
Hebrews with a high hand «nd an outstretched 
arm. Moses was, however, so disheartened at 
his iQ success, diat he expressed a strong rer- 
luctancy to return to court to renew his demand 
in the name of the Most High ; tiH he found 
himself compelled to obey the heavenly command 
by such miraculous gifis, reiterated assornices, 
and unequivocal ^cJaratlons, as might jusd^ 
have tinged his c^ek with the deep vermieil oif 
shame for his ill-timed doubt and timidity. 

He now ventured, the second time, into the 
Toyal presence, accompanied by Aaron, and con- 
firmed the truth of his^ assertions respecting his 
mission, by throwmg down his rod, which was 
instantaneously changed into a serpent. Pharaoh 
regarded this miracle as the effect of magic, and 
accordingly sent for his most learned magicians, 
who likewise turned their rods into serpents, so 
that all the superiority Moses exhitntedat this 
time was, that his rod swallowed up thos^ of the 
Egyptians ; a circumstance which Pharaoh mighty 
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prol)abl7, attribute to the skill or learning of their 
antag(»iist. 

This miracle having made no impression on 
the Egyptian monarch, Moses stretched out his 
rod over the running and standing waters, whicli 
were immediately converted into blood. This 
metamorphosis was also imitated by the magt< 
cians^ and Pharaoh's heart continued hard, and 
insensible to the divine reproof. 

In consequence of the king's obstinacy, a third 
miracle was wrought, that of bringing upon 
the land such a vast multitude of frogs, that 
even the. ovens, beds, and tables, of the £gyp- 
tains swarmed with these animals* Th^ magi- 
cians found means to bring a fresh multitude 
.of frogs into the country ; .but Pharaoh was suf- 
ficiently incommoded, to induce him to promise 
Moses, that the Israelites should receive their 
liberty when this annoyance was removed. Ac- 
cordingly the frogs were all destroyed by the next 
morning ; but whilst the people were emptoyed 
in gathering them up in heaps for removal, lest 
they should breed an infection, the dishonourable 
prince was contriving how to ehide the lulfiJ- 
ment of his si^emn promise. 

Moses, on. disccwering Pharaoh's duplicity, 
touched the ground with his miracuioutr rod, upon 
which the dust was transformed into innumerable 
swarms of lice. These odious vermin infested 
man and beast so severely, that the king sent 
once more ibrhis magtdans, that the exertion of 
their skill mig^t remove his apprehensions. But 
their art was now exercised in vain, and they 
were competed to acknowledge this miracle 
was wrought by the finger of God. 

This calamity proving ind&ctual, the air was, 
12 
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on the next day, literally filled with swarn>& of 
flies, whose bite was so venomous and painiUl^ 
that the mischief they did to Egypt became in- 
tolerable, though none were found in the habir 
tations of the Hebrews. Pharaoh was now 
alarmed for his pergonal safety, and sent for the 
two Hebrew chiefs, whom he first desired to 
sacrifice in the land ; and then assured that Israel 
should depart on certain conditions, to obey the 
command of tlieir God. Moses immediately 
obtained a reprieve for the kingdom, but the 
incorrigible monarch still retsdned his obsdnacy, 
and again refused to accede to the promised 
liberation. 

The sixth judgment was a grievous mun^n, 
by which the greater pait of the cattle^ be- 
longing to the Egyptians, died ; whilst those of 
the Hebrews remained unhurt. But this not 
touching the king's person, another followed, 
which was more affecting, viz. a violent and 
painful boil, breaking out upon man and beast. 
The magicians were, according to custom, com- 
manded to display the power of their d!ichant- 
ments; but they were themselves iRv^ilved in 
the general calamity, and, therefore, durst not 
appear in the presence of Moses. 

The king remaining inflexible, was now told 
that the voice of Israel's God should be heard in 
thunder, and his anger felt in such tremendous 
storms, as had not been known since the founda- 
tion of Egypt, unless he consented, before the 
next morning, to the departure of the chosen 
people. Moses accordingly lifted up his rod to- 
wards Heaven at the appointed time, and the 
awful prediction was immediately accomplished. 
The naost terrific peals of thunder began to roll 
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along the sky ;- the vivid lightning flashed iiv- 
cessahtly from the clouds ; and a miraculous 
shower of hail, mingled with firey descended with 
such amazing force, that men and beasts were 
struck lifeless to the fpx>und> shrubs and trees 
were torn fix)m the roots, the flax and barley 
were utterly destroyed, and nothing esci^d the 
common ruin, but the wheat and rye, which 
were not sufficiently grown. 

This extraordinary visitation alarmed the proud 
monarch, who sent hastily for Moses and Aaron, 
and addressed them in such language as seemed 
to flow from a truly penitent heart : he earnestly 
entreated those dreadful thunders might cease, 
and the destroying shower be restrained ; and 
soiemjily promised, that Israel should instantly 
depart in return for so great a favour. Moses 
soon obtained a cessation of the pls^ue, and 
many of the Egyptians, on examining the mischief 
occasioned by the hail, were inspired with sen- 
timents of awe and veneration towards the God 
of the Hebrews. But Pharaoh persisted in his 
obstinacy and deceit, and consequently incurred 
other calamities. 

A ninth curse was now predicted against the 
Egyptians, which should prove more fatal than 
the former ; namely, such an infinite number of 
locusts as should, UteraUy cover the face of the 
country and devour every vegetable substance 
which had escaped from the hail. Upon this 
declaration, some of the courtiers took the liberty 
to represent to their sovereign the inconceivable 
daipage his kingdom had already received ; and 
observed, it was indispensably necessary the 
Israelites should be sent away in obedience to the 
command of their God. Pharaoh seemed to ac« 
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iLiiowIedge the justice of their remarka» and. 
sent for the Hebrew chiefe, to inquire who were 
to go, and who to stay ; but when he found that 
the xtfliole body of Israel was demanded, he up- 
braided them with theirevil intentions ; threatened 
them with the effects of his resentment, and 
caused them to be driven from his presence. 

Moses had no sooner quitted the palace, than he 
waved his rod over the land ; a motion which was 
immediately followed by a strong east wind that 
ccmtinued all the night, and brought such mul- 
titudes of locusts by the next morning, as are said 
to have darkened the whole face cf the eartb. 

The king was soon acquainted with tiie extent of 
this misfortune, as every blade of grass, and every 
herb that had esbaped the storm, was nowde* 
stroyed. He therefore confessed his fault, and 
solicited a reprieve, but his prayer was no sooner 
granted, by the locusts being blown into the sea^ 
than he returned to his former pride and iin* 
penitence. 

Shortly after the cessation of this plague, 
Egypt was smitten with such horrid darkness, that 
Moses has forcibly expressed it by ^ a daricness 
that might be felt." This afHiction continued . 
three days, during which the Egyptians were 
• unable to discern each other, or to stir out of their 
houses, whilst that division of the land which was 
occupied by the Hebrews, enjoyed the usual ia- 
fiuences of the sun. This mournful obscurity, 
which could not be removed by artificial lights, 
caused the most dreadful apprehensions in Pharaoh 
and his idolatrous subjects, and was so augmented 
by the piercing shrieks of the women and chil- 
dren, that the general consternation was inex« 
pressible* 
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' At the first i^twn of light Moses and Aanm 
were summoned to the ^ace ; Yfhen the king 
toki them be would grant their petition with 
respect to the Hebrews, and their re^>ective famL- 
lies, but insisted that their fiocks should be left 
bei^nd* Moses expostulated upon the impro- 
piietf of this reservation for some time ; and, at 
lengdi, declared in express terms, the Israelites 
should take the whole of their cattle with them, 
and that not a single hoof should remain in 
Egypt. This bold assertion roused the in<£g« 
nadon of the prince, who instantly caused them 
t6 be thrust out of the royal apartments ; and 
¥owed to revenge his next afihmt by putting 
them to death. Moses, nothing intimidated by 
his impotent menaces, signified to the king, that 
God wttuld jBoon cause such afiliction among the 
Egyptians, by deatrojring the-first bom of man 
and beaati that tiiey should come with bended 
knees to the braeliCes, and earnestly conjure them 
to depart out of the land* Having uttered this 
prediction, he retired to the land of Goshen» 
where he <fiveeted the Hebrews to c^ebrate the 
possoiver, and advised them to borrow jewels, 
jaiment, and oth«r valuables, fit>m their Egyptian 
iieighboiinu 

The destined hourof yengeance being come» 
add the houseftof the Israelites pioperly marked * 
with the blood of the paschal l<unb, God sent his 
destroying ministers through the kingdom to 
smite all the first-borO) from the eldest son of 

• The Israelites were on this utght, to sprinkle the 
door-posts of their houses whh tlie blood of the paschal 
lamb, that the tetroying angel might recognise th^ir 
dwellings, and pa^ thfm% without molestatioa. 
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the king, to the first-bom of the imprisoned 
captive, and eren to that of the meanest animal 
in the land* This commission was executed with 
such rapidity and exactness, that Egypt was, at 
once, filled with the groans of the dying and the 
agonizing lamentations of the survivors. Pharaoh, 
the guilty cause of all this misery, sent im- 
mediately for Moses and Aaron, and ui'ged them 
to depart from his dommions, together with 
their people of every description. The Egyp- 
tians were equally impatient for their removal, 
lest their longer delay should prove fatal to the* 
kingdom ; and the Israelites found it no difficult 
task to borrow a profusion of pniaments in the., 
general consternation. 

3 C Moses, being thoroughly acquainted- with 
1491. the king's disposition, embraced the pre- 
sent opportunity with all ' possible haste, 
and gave the signalfor departure long before break 
of day. He accordingly began his m£irch at 
the head of six hundred thousand men able tQ 
bear arms, beside aged men, women,, children, 
servants,' and a great multitude of strangers;, 
who accompanied the objects of God's peculiar 
favour. 

On their arrival at Succoth, they were directed . 
to encamp according to their tribes and families : 
and Moses was commanded to conseci:*ate the 
first-boni of man and beast to God, in com- 
memoration of their exemption from the dire 
calartiity of the Egyptians. 

From Succoth they proceeded to Etham, near 
the borders qf Arabia Deserta, which the Scripture 
distinguishes by tlie name of the Wilderness. But, 
next day they were ordered towards Pihahiroth, 
which is situated between the Red Sea, MigdoJj 
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tad Baal !2ephon. The Supreme Being now 
Vouchsafed to guide their progress by ap^e* 
nomenon^ which in the night exhibited the radi- 
ance of a pillar of fire, and by day resembled a 
column of smoke ; and this miraculous appearance 
never forsook them, till they had passed over in- , 
to the Promised Land. 

Pharaoh, Who now began to repent his parting 
with the Hebrew's, prepared a considerable army^ 
with all the chariots of war that could be found 
in th€ kingdom, and marched with all possible 
rapidity to Pihahiroth, where he encamped in full 
view of the fugitives. This approach of so 
formidable an enemy struck a deadly terror iiito 
the hearts of the Israelites, who, instead of re- 
flecting on that glorious manifestation of divine 
Power they had so recently beheld, or preparing 
to defend that liberty for which they had long 
groaped in vain, ran in a tumultuous manner to 
the tent of their conductor, and accused him of 
having brought them out to be slaughtered in the 
wilderness* Moses immediately applied for aid and 
direction to the author of his existence ; and ob- 
tained so consolatory an answer, that he boldly 
assured his followers, this would be the last time 
of their seeing the Egyptians. ** The Lord," 
said he, ^ shall fight for you, and you shall hold 
your peace**' 

Having stretched out his rod over the sea, in 
pursuance of the divine injunction, Moses had 
the satisfaction to behold the waters divide and 
stand up in a heap on either side, while the pusil-* 
lanimous tribes passed safely through to the op* 
pOMte shore. The Angel of God, who guided 
them in the fiery pillar, now removed it from the 
front to the rear of the army, in which position 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



95 JEWS.: 

k product » double efect, giving light to tb& 
chosen people in their naarch, and. spreading a 
deep gloom over their enemies, who resolved 
upon a close pursuit, though probably without the 
Idea of launching into anodier element. By break 
of day, the Egyptians had such convincing i»xx>& 
of God's resentment, that they turned suddenly 
about, and endeavoured to fiee from the objects 
of their pursuit. This retreat was, however, 
rendered abortive 5 as Moses was commanded to 
stretch out his rod again over the sea, upon which 
the waves, hitherto miraculously suspended, 
rushed suddenly into their. bed, and overwhelmed 
the impious king with oM his forces. 

Whilst the Hebrews contemplated this inter-i 
esting scene with tlie mingled emotions of gra- 
titude, awe, and astonishment, Moses composed 
an appropriate hymn of thanksgiving, and having: 
divided hb people into two great choirs, caused it 
to be immediately performed with the accwn- 
paniment of musical instruments. 

The people had, however, scarcely travelled 
three days into the wilderness of Shur, before their, 
excessive thirst, and the bitterness of the waters, 
of Marah, occasioned them to renew their com* 
plsdnts against Moses. The Almighty vouchsafed 
to obviate their distress, by a miraculous operar 
ticm on the source of the waters ; and, after giving; 
them s(Hne new statutes, c<»iducted them to 
£lim» where their encampment was rendered 
extremely pleasant, by the inomediate victns^ 
of seventy palm trees, and twelve salubrious foua«* 
tains. 

At the end of three weeks they quitted this 
^;reeable spot, and marched towards, the wilder^ 
nessof Sin ; where a scarcity of provision gave 
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lise to the most angrateful and impious mur- 
iQurin^s* They had the audacity to insult 
their diyine patron, by adverting to the flesh* 
pots -of their late oppressors; and unanimously 
expressed their sorrow for having Buffered Moses 
to decoy them^ from the fertile land of Egypt,^ 
into a barren desert, where they expected to 
perish with hunger^ Yet such was the love, the 
mercy, and incomprehensible goodness of their. 
Creator, that, inst^ of expressing his .holy re- 
sentment, as mii^ht reasonably have been ex- 
pected, in some aw&l judgment, he vouch- 
safed to manifest his glory in the cloud, promis- 
ing to rain down bread from Heaven, and as- 
surii^ them that they should soon be supplied 
with an abundance of meat. This beneficent. 
promise was in part ftilfilled on the same even- 
ing, as a prodigious flight of quails came pour- 
ing down upon then^ from Egypt, and alighted 
in such numbers that they covered the camp : 
and on the ensuing morning Moses conducted, 
the people to the place where a kind of white 
dew resembling a small hoar frost, covered the 
&ce of the ground* He informed them, this 
was the bread witli which God had promised to 
feed them during their continuance in the wil- 
derness, and commanded them to gather a cer- 
tain quantity, for each person, every morn- 
ing, except the Sabbath, which was to be kept 
holy. 

A homer full of this miraculous bread, called 
vuffmoj being preserved in a vessel as a memo* 
rial to future ages* the Hebrews proceeded, a 
few days, towards Mount Horeb, but repeated 
their former reprehensible behaviour, at Re- 
phidim, for want of Mrater. Moses endeavoured, 
Vol. II. K 
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for some time to inspire them with sentitnei^ 
of humble faith and resignation, but their furf 
rose to such an ungovernable height, that he 
was compelled to apply to God for assistance 
and protection. He was accordingly com- 
manded to conduct the rebels- to Mount Horeb» 
which he immediately did; and by smiting the 
rock, procured an afoundsoit sup^dy of exceU 
lent water* 

About this time Israel was attacked by the 
Amakkites. But a detachment under the con- 
duct of Joshua obtsuned a »gnal victory over 
the aggressors ; and Moses erected an altar, 
which he called Jehovah^nisi, the Lord is my. 
tannery to intimate that Godwoukl crown the 
arms of his pec^le with conquest* 

The defeat of Amalek opened a passage to . 
Mount Sinai, where the abode of the Helxiews 
was signalized by the promulgation of the de- 
calogue, and the appointment of the principal 
ceremonies that were afterward observed by 
the Jewish nation. Mean while Jethro, with 
Zipporah and her two sons, was conducted by 
Providence to the Israelitish camp. The priest 
of Midian observing with what patience his 
son4n-!aw attended from morning till evening 
to the recital of the people's complaints; and- 
fearing lest his strength should prove inade- 
quate to the task, persuaded him to. select a 
competent number of elders as inferior judges, 
whom he accordingly set over thousands, hun- 
dreds, or tens, and reserved none but the most 
important causes for his own cognizance, 
g Q . Moses having received some impor- 
1491. <^^t revelations from the great object of 
his worship) and ordered the encamp- 
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H^nt in such a manner that a consideiabre space 
was left between it and Mount Sinai, directed 
the I«caelites to sanctify themselves against the 
third day, for the glorious scene that was. then 
to be exhibited* • • • 

At the appointed time they beheld the moun^ 
tain enveloped with a dark doudy whence issued 
fottH such* flashes of lightning and peals of 
thunder, as filled them with dr^ and astontsh- 
"ment* ' At the sound of the miraculous tnimpet; 
Moses conducted, thein. to the. limits of their 
camp9 and, in obedience to the divin^e command, 
wcot up with his. brother Aaron into the midst 
of- the ckiud, while the congregated tribes ob«> 
served the to|) of Sinai coveted with fire aad 
^fOGfee, and felt, its fomidation riiate beneath 
their feet. Sooa 'alter the di^ppeataoGe of the 
Uebrerw chiefe^the sound of the trumpet ceased, 
th^ Uiunder died . airaty^ and* the voice of the 
Qeity wm distinctly, heaiitl, from the midst of 
tfae^ fir^ and smoke, to pronounce the ten princi*- 
jMd Gommandments^ which were to be the foun« 
dsytioa of all the resi;. while the people, astp* 
oicihed at what they saw and heard, retired to a 
greater distance. Moses now returned to the 
camp, and was received with every token of 
veneration by the Israelites, who unanimously 
promised to obey the divine laws ; but earnestly 
entreated that he would for the future speak to 
them instead of: the Almighty, lest they should 
die, with horror and amazement, at the ' repe^ 
tition ai those awful sounds, which had issued 
fnom the cloud. Moses commended their ex- 
pression of awe and humility, and, having pa*- 
ctfied tiieir fears by some consolatory assurances, 
n^nt up again to the mountedn; where God was 
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pleased to add a lew ceremonial laws to the 
moral precepts of the decalogue) all of wliich 
were afterward given to the Hebrews in one 
My- 

After tiua communication Moses built an al- 
^r, and offered burnt sacrifices and peace ofier- 
ingsto his Creator; and having caused the con- 
tents of the holy covenant to be read to all the 
■people, he ratified it by spiinkling the altar, the 
book, and the congregation, with the blood of 
the victims. He then ordered twelve pillars to 
be erected in remembrance of this sacred alii" 
ance between God and his chosen tribes : and 
conducted seventy of the elders of IsraeU toge- 
ther with Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu^ to. the 
foot of the mountain, where they were indulged 
with a glorious vidion of their divine Sovereign* 
- Moses now committed the care of the p^^ 
to Aastm and Hur, and went up again into the 
mountain, to receive the decalogue, written on 
tables of stone by the finger of God ; toge« 
ther with the plan of the Jewish tabernacle, sar 
cred uteiisils, pontifical robes, &c. But the in- 
terval oi his absence appeared so unaccoqntaMe 
to the shortHsighted Hebrews, that they unaiu- 
mously threw off their allegiance to thQ tetie 
Peity, and assembled in a tumultuous manner 
about Aaron's tent, telling him they were fully 
convinced that Moses was k>9t, and urging him 
to make them some gods, who might guide and 
assist them in their future progress. Aaron 
readily consented, and, having collected all their 
golden ornaments, formed a molten calf, and 
fixed it on a pedestal, exclaiming, " These are 
♦* thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee out of 
^' th^ land of Egypt," An altar was likewise 
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teected ta the idol, and the next day appointed 
ft»? a solemn festival. 

- At the expiration of forty days Moses de- 
scended from the hill of Sinai, bearing the two 
tables of stone in his hloid ; but wh^n he came 
ifFithm sight of the camp, and perceived die 
apostate tribes dancing round tlie object of their 
^groJ» idolatry, he was overwhelmed with con- 
fusion, and in the first transports of anger broke 
liie tables, which cohtained the holy command- 
xiidEils. He then advanced towards his brother, 
n^hom he rebuked in^ the severest terms for ac- 
ceding to the impious request of the multitude, 
and immediately caused the golden calf to be 
i)roken dowti, ground into powder, «)d thrown 
into the water. He also commanded the sons 
iOff Levi to tfhcy all persons without distinction 
whom they found still at the feast, and spi^ad 
so great a consternation through the tribes by 
his well-timed severity, that they were all con- 
vinced of their error, and began to dread the 
effects of God^s heavy inctignation: Moses, 
however, interceded so powerfoUyon their be- 
half^ that the Almighty vouchsafed to indulge 
them with a free paidon ; and promised, on con- 
dition of their repentance and future obedience, 
that he would send his angel to facilitate their 
conquest of the promised land, whence their 
enemies should be gradually driven out, till 
their possessions extended from the Red Se^ 
to the sea of the Philistines, and from the de- 
sert unto the river. 

To atone, in some degree, for their rebellion, 

and to express their gratitude for the merciful 

declarations of their God, the Israelites divested 

themselves of all their ornaments and gaudy 

K2 
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apparel^ and proclaimed a fast which Was kept 
with the utnu>st strictness and solemnity 
throug^hout the camp, while their zealous con* 
ductor obtained a sight of the divine gloiy, 
or of the ♦ angel under whose protection the 
people were to march towards the land of Ca* 
naan. 

Moses, haying remained on the Mount other 
forty days, and noade two new tables to supply 
the place of those he had recently broken, pre- 
sented himself again before the congregatian^ 
who were much surprised to observe such a 
radiant glory upon his &ce, that they were un> 
able to look upon him till he had covered it 
with a veil. He now d6;manded a free-will offers 
ing of all sorts of materials for the tabernacle, 
sacerdotal vestments, utensils, &c. and was 
cheerfully supplied by the people with the rich- 
est jewels, metstaji and o^er valuable things, 
including oik, ^tments, and exquisite per- 
fumes, which he distributed to proper workmen 
and artificers under the Erection of Bezaleel 
iind Aholiab, whom God had endowed with ex- 
traordinary skill and wisdom to execute all the 
.ctifierent designs according to his express di- 
rection^ 

* As various passages of holy writ imply, that no one 
can see God and live, while others relate the appearance 
of the Snprehie Being in the most familiar manner, it 
i» requisite to observe, that the glorious person who ap- 
peared to the patriarchs and prophets was Jesus Christ, 
the second person in the- blessed Trinity, who is spoken 
of by St. Paul as the brigbtnett of God't glory, and the 
expreu image ef hi* person / and who being in theyorm o^ 
God thought it no robbery to be e7u<z/with God. Vide 
Hebrews, 1 chap« and 3d verse, and Philippians, 2 chap, 
and 6th verse. 
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■ This woHl was performed with such ^c- 
.i^Uigenc^ and alacrity^ that in less than 1490! 
six months the tabernacle) with all its 
splendid furniture and costly apparatus, was 
completed, and set up at the foot of Mount 
Sinai, where Aaron and his sons, after a solemn 
' coBsecration, began to offer sacrifices upon the 
Aew altar according to the ceremonial law. 

Aaron had not long enjoyed the pontifical 
dignity, before his two sons, Nadab and Abihu, 
.were struck dead by fire from Heaven ; in con- 
sequence of their presuming to bum incense in 
the tabernacle with strange fire, in opposition to 
the command of Moses* 

« That rebellious disposition, which had been 
manifested on several occasions since the. de- 
parture of Israel from the land of their cruel ser- 
vitude, soon broke out afresh uifder temporary 
inconveniences, notwithstanding the frequent ma- 
nifestation of God's incomparable love, and the 
recent calamities which were with difficulty ob- 
viated by .the mediation of Moses* Thus a vio- 
lent murmuring at Taberah, on account of a 
long march, occasioned the destruction of the 
extremities of the camp by a miraculous fire : 
an audacious complaint against the manna, with 
a tumultuous demand for flesh, was followed by 
a dreadfiil distemper, which swept vast numbers 
to an untimely grave, while they were feasting 
on an abundant supply of quails : an insurrec- 
tion, resultii^ from mere cowardice and distrust} 
at the report of the spies • whom Moses had sent 

* These^penons extolled the richness of the promised 
land in tbe'highest terms, &nd produced some specimens of 
iu fertiUtjr in a Ui^e cluster of grapes, some fine pomegra* 
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to examine the promised land, caused their "Hea- 
venly patron to affirm, that none of them who 
were above twenty years of ^i^e, except Joshua 
and Caleb, shoald enter into that rich inhentalice ; 
but that they sholiM wander about from place to 
place, tin all their bodies should petam to tfceir 
native dust in the wilderness t and the rebelUc^ of 
Korah called down such exemplary vengeance 
from the Most High, that the ringlead^, with 
two hundred and fifty of his associates, who stood 
with their censers before the tabernacle, were de- 
stroyed by supernatural fire ; while the femilies 
of Dathan and Abiram (other consjHrators) were 
swallowed up by a partial earthquake, and four- 
teen thousand seven hundred other delinquents 
fell beneath the hand of the destroying angel, be* 
fore Aaron could make preparations for a public 
atonement 

^ Q The Israelites, having wandered near 
1453. thirty years in the desert of Arabia Petraea, 
removed from Ezion-Gaber to Kadesh, 
in the wilderness of Zin^ where afresh- murtnur- 
ing arose for want of water, and Moses vras again 
commanded to bring them a fresh supply out of 
the rock, but he performed the operation in such 
a manner as Iras displeasing to God, who there« 
fore excluded him and his brother Aanm from 
entering into the promised land. Here the He- 
brews defeated Arad, one of the Canaanitish mo- 
narchs, and destroyed some of his towns ; ccdling . 
the field of victory JShrmahy or utter destruction, 

nates, figs, and other fruits ; but at the same time repre- 
sented the destined conquest as imin-acticable, on ^- 
count of the strength of the cities, and the extraoidina* 
.ry stature andbtavcry of the inhabitaoti* 
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4hoU|g^ the total ruin of that countiy did not 
ba|^^ till the time qf Joshua. 
. Their next enaanpmeiit was at the foot of 
Mount Hor, on the borders of the land of Edom. 
Here Moses conducted Aaron and his son Elea- 
.zar to the summit of the .mountain^ and having 
stripped the former of his sacendotal robes^ in 
sight of all the people, transferred the office of 
' high priest to Eleazar. At the conclusion of this 
ceremony Aaron died, and was. buried on the 
spot : but the place . was kept so private, that none 
of those countries could ever discover it. Miriam, 
the sister of Moses, expired soon after, in the 
hundred and thirtieth year of her age. 
( The fatigue of their next march, and a 8car« 
• city of provision, caused the people once more 
to murmur against their divine conductor, who 
immediately sent such lai^ flights of fiery ser- 
pents into the camp, that multitudes of them 
died for their transgression, and the survivors 
were compelled with deep humili^, to intercede 
for deliverance. Moses was then commanded 
to cast a brazen serpent, of the same figure with 
those that infested them^ aiid to set it on a pde 
on some rising ground, fhat the sufferers might 
look upon it and be healed. 

After several marches between the countries 
of Moab and Ammon, they came to the land of 
the Amorites, where Sihon, king of Heshbop, 
(having refused them a passage tibrough his ter- 
ritories) was overthrown in a pitched battle, and 
utterly despoiled of his kingdom. Og, the kinpp 
of Bashan, underwent the same &te opon a si* 
milar occasion. 

About this time Balak, king of Moab^ 3 q 
in compliance with Beldam's advice) or- X4j^a! 
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dered his^8ubject8 to invite the Hebrews to a 
grand festival^ \irhere they were.ehticed from 
one crime' to* another by the mctst beautiful of the 
Moabitish and Midiaiutiah women» tiUat length 
they dkl not scruple to bring a great number of 
these fairdeluders to the camp* Thia transiction 
occajHoned a t^bignej which carried off tireirty- 
fbur thousand offenders. But the authors of the 
misfortune had no cause of triumph ; as fire of 
the idolatrous kingsy who were in alliance with 
Baiak) ^ere put to tiie sword, and tht Ismetitish 
<army took an ample re^nenge in burning the cities^ 
massacreing the male inhabitants^ among whom 
was Balaam, and carrying off a consderable 
hooty> one fiftieth pact. o£ which was. gtiFen to 
the prieatS) and a sirailar-shaoe to the Ii«vites. 

Moses waa now oommiaaided to tate an ao> 
<xmnt of aU the duldr^ pf IsraeL that. were able 
io. bear Bxm^ whom' h^^ accordingly found to 
iosiount tasix hundred and one thousand seven 
hundred and thirty^ beside twenty three thousand 
Levites. He also received orders to direct the 
difltribution of the promised land among the tribes 
tiy lot, not into equal parls^ but in proportion to 
the number of families in each tribel 

The numbering of the people being finished, 
God commanded Moses to ascend Mount Nebo^ 
and take a view of that delightful land, from 
which, he was excluded on account of hid inde- 
cent deportment in the desert of Zin* The Jewish 
legislator obeyed, and, having received an inti- 
mation of his approaching &ath, endeavoured 
to settle the public affairs in the best ordor he 
could establish. He accordingly caused Joshua 
to be solemnly nominated for his success^; and 
directed the elders to build a capacious altar upon 
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Mount Ebal, to setup the blessings and the curses 
ef Uie Deity in the sight of all thepeople, and to 
^pcunt certain ^ties for the refuge of the man- 
slayer. 

He then assembled the people^ and recapitu«* 
lated to them all th^ had happened since their 
departure from £gy|>t: enforcing the observance 
t>f the dmne precepts by the most engaging mo- 
tiTesy and endeavouring to deter them from dis^ 
obc^ence by jsuch menaces, as proved no less than 
propheticai of those miaeries, which they, in the 
sequel) drew up<»i themselres. 
" Havmg thusful&yiedhia htst public duties^ audi 
delivered a duplicate: of the law to be preserved 
an the arky Moses, went up to Mount N^bo and 
there died, in the hundred and twentieth year of 
his age. The inspire historian likewise observes^ 
that hifi body was conveyed by the Almighty to 
a TaUey in the land of Moab, and there interred 
in so private a place, that no mortal was able to 
discover it. 

The Isfaditea continued in their en- 3 q 
cacaxprneat near the Jctfdan, during the 1451.' 
days of mourning for their legiriator, and 
were only waiting for the signal to cross over 
into the promised land, when their new leader 
was honoured with some strong assurances of 
the divme protection and assistance. 

He immediately employed two prudent persons 
logo, in character of spies, tothe land of Jericho, 
that they might inform him accurately of the con- 
ditibn of the towns and inhalutants. These hav- 
ii^ crossed the river, went toiodge at the house of 
a wcmian called Rahab, who kindly undertook to 
eootceal them from the king's officers, and, after 
eoofessing that all the Canaanitish nations were 
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, Dduch alarmed at the approach of a people fbi" 
trhom God had done such great things, let them 
down by a rope from one of her back windows^ 
which was contiguous to the city wall. 

On th^ third day they returned to the camp 
with an account of their expedition, and inform^ 
Joshua, that they had given a solemn promise 
of protection to the family of Rahab, who had 
agreed to suspend a scarlet line fromiier window 
as a signal, at the reduction of the city. Joshua 
instantly improved the report, by assuring the 
Hebrews, that it was the Deity himself wjbo had 
caused so universal a consternation among their 
enemies, and observing that they had now only 
to fight under his protection. He then reminded 
the two tribes and a half, that it was their duty 
to assist their brethren in the new conquests, but 
at the same time proposed, that half their men 
should be left to defend their families and re- 
cently acquired territories. 

These arrangements being settled, and a pro* 
clamation issu^ &>r making due preparation 
for a removal, the priests began a solemn march 
towards the river, bearing the ark of the cove- 
nant, and followed by each tribe at a suitable dis- 
tance. As soon as the feet of the consecrated 
conductors touched the brink of the stream, 
God caused the waters to divide for the passs^ 
of his people, agreeable to his promise of signa- 
lizing Joshua here, in as miraculous a manner 
as Moses was distinguished at the Red Sea. 

During the time of their passings the priests 
remained widi the sak in the midst of the river, 
and waited the orders of their general when to 
join the rest of the camp. But Joshua, design- 
ing to perpetuate the memory of this supema-^ 
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isirA tfxmtsm/^ xixxBod them t5 remaSn ia Ack 
|yo9£btion ^ twelve hrge atones shookl be laiil 
in a hl»p tin die^l»ee wiieie the «ik rafted, so 
^Itet they might be ^a&erwaKl seca from either 
;fthofe9 wbea Uie nver wasatits uiual height. He 
<f(Iso commanded^ ^that twdve stoaes thtiuld be 
4stkea froln the boKnm of the jdretj to erect a 
monnnG^nt on the bank* These orders bcnig 
"duly executed, the Israelitiah anny left the wa* 
•lers tOtiesiMae thek usual course, sind tnarehed 
tewards the piainsof Hricho. 

The iito<^ circumctskm, :wMoh had bee& onil^ 
Aed fhuii^ .thefiirty years wandering in the wO^ 
4satbGS8^ was. BOW renewed; and Jbfl^ua, having 
-qn&Hfied .hts firilowers to ke^ the fisast of the 
;^iioyer, was indulged with a heavenly visdon, 
hvhkih, imder the fma of a warrior, gavedlreo- 
Ibiaas ^.tlie siege of Jericho. 

The laffte&tes haying ohtained an entrance 
.Into Jericho by the singular method allud<»d to 
in the l^istory .of Canaan, conteyed Rahidt^^iaid 
•her imily. into a place of safety ; and then mas- 
aacred. the inbs^tiaits without distinction ; at 
the same time setting thp buil^gson fire, and 
levelling the city with the ground. 

Joshua, forese^ng 4(hat a considerable time 

must elapse previously to the eompiedon of 

the destined conquests, deemed it advisable to 

fix bis head quarters in that fruitful plain, 

.whence he might occastonaUy send detachments 

.to invade others territories, itsil those of the He* 

brews were sufficiently enlarged to admit of a 

tdistribi^dBon by lot, according to the will of Mo- 

seSfr He began .by sei^ng a psrty of three thou^ 

sand men agttnsttdiejkhig^f At, vfliose capital 

-'Was idiout tea miles distant ftom Jeriehok bttt 

Vol. IL L 
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th^ wicdrtd .so- unexpected iapefmlBe^^^tiiai the 
congregation was much inclined to doubt their 
future succesB. Joshua^ however, soon discover- 
td, by the urimi that a sacrilege had been conk* 
mttted; and fcansed Achan, the guilty person, 
who had ooacealed some of the accursed spcuk 
of JenchOf to be put to death in the adjacent vaip 
leyt where a heap of stones was raised as a mo- 
nument of his aame* 

. After this period, Joshua became so formi' 
dable to the Canaanitesy on account of the mi- 
raculotiB events wluch happened in his time, viz* 
the passag;eQf the Jordan^ the stopi^g of the sun 
in its coursot and the lemairkable shower of ha3- 
stones, which has been aheady mentioned as tend- 
ing to overthiow the confederate array of his 
enemies, that great numbers of them abandoned 
their native possessions, and emigrated into other 
countries, to elude the effects of his rei^^eance. 

These circumstances consequently fecilitated 
the conquest of the country, which was, in some 
measure, comF^eted in less than seven years, and 
divided among the tribes, by lot, in the manner 
shown in the geography of Pi^stine. 



SECTION V. 



The Jewiih Bui^ry^ froni tkt Cmfue9t of Ctauum 
to the F&UMdaikn^ tkt Monnrchicml'Gimerfmieni* 

JOSHUA, having MfiUed his predecessor's 
request, in appoint!^ the cities of teSm^ 
and setting up the blessings and curses, tc^ther 
.with an epitome of the/Moiiaic law, oaused the 
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t«ro trftes amd a half u> be hdnooraUf dtsmiaa- 
ed) that they might retaiB to their families* 

These aimliarieS) previously to their landing 
efn die other side the Jordan, erected an altar of a 
prodigioos size, as a monunient of their affinity 
U> the otJier tribes, and of the miracles which 
the Almighty had wrought in their &Tour. 
This laudable dewgn was hoireTer so iar mis* 
taken, that Joshua immedii^ely called an as«» 
semUy, and resolved to punish the supposed 
apostacy with all imaginable rigour: but on 
sending deputies to investigate the business, they 
received suclv ^. explanation as obviated their 
hostile designs, and gave universal satis&ction. 

After this period Joshua governed the Israel- 
ites peaceably for the space of seventeen yeaFs, 
at the expiration of which time he assemUed 
an the heads of the tribes at Shechem, and pre- 
vailed on them to renew their covenant with the 
true God, in the most solemn and public man- 
ner. Having caused their vows of obedience 
to be registered, and a monument erected in 
memory of the transacticm, be withdrew, from 
the ccmcems of the world, and expired soon af- 
ter, in the hundred and tenth year of his age* 
His lematna were interred in the border of his 
inheritance in Timnath-Sei^h, on the north side 
of thehiUGaash. 

B. c. ^* ^ gresLt part of Canaan remained 
1436. >^U unconquered, and future acquisitions 
were#ndiiftpensably necessary for the pre- 
servation of that part, wiiich had been already 
divided ampug the Hebrews, it was deemed 
reqwite to pray for direction, upon which the 
tribe of Jttdah was ai^xMOt^ by the Almighty, 
40 eminence the Wjir. They accordingly 
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marclied, under the conduct of Caleb, the sett 
<^ Jepinmneh, against the kklg of Betdc ; twsttS^ 
his forces and took him fkriaoner; besieg:ed Je-* 
fttsi^m, then ilkhid>ited by the J^busile^, 'vrHh'' 
such vigour and peeohition, that the citf was BMHk 
i»iUaged and burnt, while the garrison fled fop 
safety to the foitress of Zion ; compelled the gi« 
gantic sons of Anak to protMe Ibr their secu« 
rity in the cities of Hebron, and'Kiijadi-Sepher^ 
and struck such terror* into the inh«ibitants of 
Ekron, Gaida, and A^ekm, thi^ they soon yields 
ed their possessions t6 an oMiy, which evidentfy 
ibttght beneath the banner add protectioR ^ 
Omnipotence.^ 

Whilst, howerer, these aealocts wtKrrio)^ were, 
laboiiring for the security and aggiatkHzefnemr 
of Idirael, the other tiibes neglected the expressf 
<M^er of their law<-giver, and contented thenl« 
selves with laying their enemies lindertlribute, tri^ 
stead of exth^ting them ; by whkh means they 
were gradually induced to eoivtraet afihiities» 
and to imitate their idofatrous practices, VP'hicfl 
had been frequently held up to their view ad thcT 
objects of God's wrath and detestatioli* Siibhr » 
defection conseqifently ]^lunged them intd maHf 
dBffioilties, and their perfidk>«ts tHbutarto be* 
came the instrmnenta ci their aevercs chai6s9«> 
ment* - ' 

^ '^ During the aniurhy and confusiMi 
1406! which succeeded this apostacyy the ixAm% 
bitants of Gibeah, in the trl^ of Benja- 
min, were guilty of so horrid a breach of hos-i 
pitality towards an itinemnt Levite^ that thereat 
of the Israelites resolved to puninh the d^Uf»« 
quents with the mostexempiary severity. They 
accotdingly sent deputies te th^ Chieb <^ tbe^ 
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-CtK>e.i3eauttM&ig tfiedeliverir of ^le Gibeathtte^;^ 
tait fia^ig themsdves trecKed wkh^^cmtempc^ 
tbe^r vowed to take a more ample nerenge on 
Brajamin* Jodidi advanced to ch^ic^ their pride» 
m . obedience to the injunctions of the- sacked 
-^rade, and, after boing ti^ce repulaed, obtained 
a compete victoryt tw^ly-fife thousand of diem 
beua^ slain, and ' six < hundred compelled to flee 
vfi»r salbtf to the aumaitt of the T(>Gka of Rhor 



The^ coiM|«eK>r8, having biwnt down all the 
-4^es and villages, and massajcred the tnhabit- 
•ants . without pkf or disdnction, began to' rep 
fiect with some remorse upon the supposed de^ 
atraction of one of- their tribeft« Thqr accord- 
iQgl]^.went^up. to^ShiMi, and, receiving intelli- 
^genec'- of the .six- fauadred Aigitives, im|4ored 
the Divine advice respectkig their festoraCkfn. 
The^ was indeed one great impediment in 
a task vow th^ had onade to wtth-hold thdf 
daugfa^ers; from mamying into that tribe r th^ 
l w weve r> . ad<yted an expediei^ whieh, though 
jNttguinap^ and onjos^: teiswcred' theie p«rpDse4 
The)!, sent' twelve thflosaiid armed men- to de^ 
atfof . j^be iaUntants:. of Jabesh Gikad^ except 
tiie vlrgk»^r&iit*ohuDdred:of whorn^ were taken 
captiyei^ and giaren to^as.many of tiie surviving 
Benjamites. But as* two hundred men were still 
improndedf they wete. advised to- lay in ambush 
«BKmg^ the ^meyards. when the damsels of Shv- 
Mi icame out) to rdanee,* and carry off auch fe- 
iQa3e8<as'eaK8ted their adad^adon*. By the adop^ 
lien of; these 'Contrivances, the last trtt^ was 
aoon ntateucdLtttitft fbnaer'stnraigth, and evet 
a£tec continued fimJy. attached to >tbat of JudsUt^ 
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j^^ ^ The fitst jmirislmii&it wbich ^fc Ho-. 
1409. boew9 ret^ved fttr thetr deyialkm. fcvoi 
the hi^y commandments^ wa& mfiicted 
by the hands of CuahaflhBtsbfttkaun,..who beid 
them in.^hjection for the term of eight. y«ara>. 
when they obtained a happy deliTerance by the 
noUe exertions of their valtantjui^ OthnwU- . 
B. C. They were afterward enslaved bgr tiie 
i^2si MoabiteS} and remained beneath the yc^ 
of that people eighteen years : at the es* 
piratlon of whkoh Eliudy their second judge) as* 
aasftinated the royal oppressor ; andy by tt»t eao- 
ploiti procured a . peace 4>f forty ^ yearft contini»»> 
ance. 

Shs^gar) their Uurd judges espimsed their 
cause against the Philistinesy of whom he is said 
to have slain $ix hundrdL, vtith no other weapoft 
Ihan an ox goad« 

After the- decease of Shan^^ ttef prosed 
$o ungraleful for the recent maaiiestatioiis. of 
divine goodness^ that God permitted them, to be 
reduced, by Jaban, king of Canaan^ and ntiuned 
in a cruel servibidei UU they were brought to a 
due sense f^ thw transgression* <Tw» females 
were then raised up as the. chkf iiiainwenis :of' 
their deUvenmoe). and Barak obtained 'itwictMiy 
ever the. insulting ^foe^wlikh w^ 'foUonred l^ 
another relate of for^y years. 
. This stubbom and; ungsatefiil race.agaiii pin^ 
lioked the displeasure. of tfacis Gedf>and»were 
justly punished with f^.freirih bandage^ -mdi* 
heavy And cruel than any of the former, as Aey . 
were now deprived of the priHriiege.of a jud|fft 
which was graoited thewevenintbe time^Jabiiiy' 
were expeliedicom lh«rAat»tafictn% andneets^ 
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fitttced'to seek penbnal safttjr among the exeat 
'vations -oi the robk^y while ^csr addling op^ 
fireMOfrs i^Tttged the ^untry^ and reaped the 
fmk Off their bibaur. They were^ however, at 
length deliyered hy the hand of Gideon, who, 
under the 'immediate, auspices of Heaven,* (Ks^ 
perfled the MidiaAitish forces, stew the kings Ze- 
im and^ Zakhuhna,' atnd enriched the wandering! 
tribes with the dostif spoil of tiie enemy'v campi 

Gideon, at the peri6d of Mn deeease, ^ ^ 
left thelsfaiAtefs. in a peaceful 9iiA fioo- i2S6w' 
ilishing coodidon; but such wais the de- 
piavity of thelf disposition, that they immedi^ 
tttdy abandoned themselves to the most gross 
idolatries, and repaid -the services of Gideott 
Wftth the Slackest ingra^tude^ 

Abf tneleeh, a natural son of the deceased war^* 
rior, and a man of unparalleled ambitioh and 
cruelty^ IftTing bt^>ed some profligate wretches 
tomorderi^ brediren, the seventy sons of Gi- 
deon, was i^ceived by- the Shechemites in the ca^ 
padty- of their ruler; and they accordingly pro- 
eUdmcId him king, in 'a conspicuous part of the 
l^in dC Sheehem, expeeting the rest of th^ 
nation to follow their example. Jothaiii, th^ 
youngest stun c^ 't^ldcon, who had fevtunat'ely 
eackpedthe^^e of his relatives, took ttiis oppor- 
tunity^ of addressing the - tumultuous assembly 
fr^nv Mtamt Ceri2zl>Bu He first called their 
nOent^cMt to a» apologue, imendtd to dissua^ 
thistii lh)m their inktUitous enterprise ; and then 
citt^red uptiil a bold kspostulation, at the con*^ 
cMSlM bf Whk^ helled to the city of Beer, in 
the vkinicy^Jerusklctn* 

'A%im^letli^srg(lvemme»t proved ^ oppress 
.^ve to the Shdchemites, that they soon fttfme4 
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a eompmcy against Um; biit-he» imrifig m^ 
deked intelligeoce. of their :design«: came aocl* 
dealf upixi tiiemy farced them' into the tmokpk 
of itoal^Berithf aad redticed- the edi€ce'to ashes* 
He thefi> «iused ihe citjr -of Shediem to. be, tevelr 
kdt *aiid the gtouBd strewed with sail* 

From. Sbiechefa .he marched* against the-- inhfl^ 
Wtsfits of Thetiey (a;okx^ofi JudahOirhQ had^atps 
taken; «p anxisagdnst him*: • Thai citiaens,.]^ 
pulsed hf his >viet^r]ou$.trD6p8|.'sociii retired? in^ 
consternation to a'towfNff) wheca he tbmf ht; la 
have had the salisfectioBr of topaotningi them bjp 
fire ; bnt a; woman threw a stone IrotnitheL bat- 
.tlements upon his head, and dditered her peopki 
fix>m the ai){»roaching ruin. Ah&melech, thus- 
suddenly deprived of. the victory, and ovcff<« 
whdmed wkh conroaiaii.at.the in&my^f his^ac* 
cidentt prevailed. n{>on his'serveQtJZ^lHil. to terms-* 
nate hia^life with^a more^holioaiahle weapon* ' » 

After the death of this oaurper, tlivelsraeUtea 
were judged by Tokf ^f the ti^he* of Issachart 
and he was succeeded by a ;wciakhy aiany named 
Jair, whoi^sidedon theojther side^Jordpoi^ and 
possessed.- an e^^eastve temtory in the land of 
tiilead». 

/. ;Tfae Kbellia^s^Hebreiws sacai )wt«aned4o ti^r 
.iniqukou^ praedieay .and. even nmltipdied the 
fldmbep of their. idols» till they incxicred a new 
calamity of eightesen year*- dqratioi^i unden tha 
aombined oppressions of th^rPhiUatin^ and Amr 
monites% At length, however, <thw Cuei^or 
vouchsafed to pnomise thein> larsfwedy ileEvep^ 
ance) and Jephthaht thfi aafei of G'£^ pc«9iai«4 
soon after to march against the«e|iamy«. Befoif 
he^entured to take the fields however, ha <n]BBde- 
t mail WW, that if God wouid; Kfomu Uft. ati^ 
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r ^lilh s«cc<»s^ hd wcmldf Irt" ti^n of gratis 

tude^ sacrifice the fiM Mag eteatin^ that 

BbBold come o«Mi of hh hoiiae to meet him at his 

Kdinu This mdoviddtntte piromise deprived' 

Mm at once of the glory and pleasiire of the en«« 

suing acttoo j foi* though the foe was ntterfy^ 

^noiqiiislied,^ and Israel enridhed irith the spoU, 

JcfXMfaali*tf oniy '^iaiugh^erpvov^ the anhappy vie-'' 

^m of his ire^mid^t* Vbw. Hearing of her &«: 

ther^ brinitBit success, %ht advanced at the head 

ef a coitipanf of virgins^ to congratafate him, 

vrith tsmfaare^ and dsmces.' Jephthali no soonefi 

psreeived, that the darfing of his affections waaT 

^e object he had M^mmlf vowed to destrocdoiH 

than* he rem his elo^s in all fh» agony of pa*- ' 

temal gfteft' aiid declared tite •moumfti! secret 

with the m/Mt pathe^ eit^ffesdcAs of a tortccred' 

hea:rt« Shfi listerled with a surprismg constancy^ 

and oiily v^qnested u resp^e of two months, dtir* 

mg which^ she woold retire with some of heiv 

beloved coinopaiHons Co the mountains^ ahdf there 

enjoy the meMnch^y sa^siinstion' of mourning* 

ber ufitimdy Isete. - 

' This deatfy puivhased victory had neaify^ 
proved fatii X6 Jeph^h from another qt^asten 
a»'6e waP!^aih:ely R^twmd to . his habitatkn, 
wh«n tite- Bphraimltes - assembled in a notoiiai' 
ikfanner, threatening to destroy both him and' 
lln posoeeslons, becanse he had engaged the 
Ammonites' without requesting their assistance.' 
Jephthah, be^ng of a rough disposition, reproach* 
id them a^«?verely wifti their baseness aid coww 
av^ce, that tbey proceeded firem ag^va^on 
lo bostifitics, ih which they welrc Severely chaa^ 
faed for theif iS>dined tnsfrfence. 
(XMmxh Saoiirwvd Abdon^ the tintti im* 
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The ms^tiacyn^tdevcitvedto £1H who umt* 
od in his own peraoa the digmticss of jtidge «nd 
priest ; Uioi^h hjs i» pevticukrly remark^ on. 
account of his remissness and indolence. Under 
his government the Israelites were subjected «o 
the PhiUntinea, who treated them with aH ima- 
ginable rigouTy tUl Sainaon, the miraculous son. 
of old age>> was raked up* for their deliverance^ 

The gr^ actions of that extraordinary cha* 
racter^ already related in a preceding chapter^ 
ipight haire inspired the tribes of Israel with; 
c^ourage to attempt a complete emancipation 
gt>m their slavery, had ^lot the crin»n^ty of: 
their conduct p^ed[^ded th^ pessibility 4>f suc- 
cess. Elif their judge> was almost a hundred 
years old} and his. two lons^ Hophm and . Phi« 
HeciSy took advantage of his debility to d^mimit' 
the grossest impoeties wi. alww9Ati<H>s.. 

llie unpardonabk remissoess of tfoe high- 
priestf who^ being ao^ainted witb their in£Eb-^ 
mous prbfligacyy contented hiip&re}f with giving 
them A gentle rep|x>q^ was so displeasing to 
Godf^ th^t. he; sent a prophet tt$, assure him o( 
the most avvful .];<^tnhutif^nt. aod ^ upbmd hiait 
with his ],ngratitude« The terrii&c sentence and^ 
similar upbraidingswere, afterwards /repeated t« 
young Samuel in. a vision> an4 by him related 
t^oElie 

, The Israelites proving upf^ccessful in an at.^. 
tempt against their oppjtissqrs, rcsblKiii^: to bring 
the a«k of the covenant into the caHip,-«mect- 
ing. by that means to strike; a jterw int^i^ 
hostile fumy, and iosp^ their; o^a warrioftt 
Vith un^|^al;^ov4^«^e^ but the.;CCff)»»qH«]|€^.of 
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1^ jEBproieBt^jeet was, Uiat ihef lost bocb the 
ark aitd the victory, and the two sods of Efi, 
-who atten^d it, were both slain, aecording to 
the prediction of the Almighty. Theold jwige 
"who waited impatiently to hear the event of 
•ia» battle, no sooner -heard the <fistressing newS) 
ibaii he fell backward from his seat and broke 
^is neck : and the wi£» of Phmeas, being thrown 
wto labour on the same melancholy occasion^ 
called her in&nt Ichabod) to signify the glory t^f 
Isntel departed, and expired immediately. 

The captive ark was carried yn triumph to 

Ashdod, a^ placed in the temjple of the idol 

I>agc»^ but when the Philisdnes entered the 

temple the next morning, *thoy found their god 

&]len upon his fi»oe before the ark of the Lord* 

Attributmg this humiHatioii t6 some common 

accideat, they lifted hiHi up, and set him in his 

-original position. But iofi the second day thejr 

were much surprised to &»d the image in the 

saeie postiare of veneiation, and alsb deprived 

of the head, foet and hands, which lay upon the 

threshold. Soon a&er this occurrence, the in>- 

habitants of Ashdod were so grievously afflict* 

«d by. a dangerom distemper, that they resolved 

to keep 4he 4rk no longer among them. Hisiv*- 

ing caUed ^ assembly of their rulers, thet 

agreed to >«^end it to Gath, on the iluppositibh 

tthat Ashdod was tinacoeptable to theditinity. - It 

was acoordin^ removed thither, but ^e sam^ 

aBMction foll<wed it, and ^rzed on every indi« 

(vidual i^khout distinction. It was then sent to 

'£ki»&, a^ soon' a^r dismissed, by die council 

of the priests and divines, with suitable trespass 

offerings, ills wonderful and unexpected ^re- 

Uim to Beth-shemesh occs^lied universal joy 
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Id ^ Hebrews, n&d a biirtA sacn&lA .moi dOaa^ 
nodiately <^ered in. the fi^ld wbere it fttopped^ 
jbut the.sQlenin festijral :was .soqh chaiifTesl into 
A genei^ mpuixttB^ bf tli^irft^Qretit curSoaat^f 
•pf tiiiei^ethshemeshites, whipk protnptJ&A tiiem 
W efaroiiie the ukt^ri^r qf itbe 4&G]«d. sysCilxiL 
l^ifty thoussmd and a&f^nty. persons :w^re in^ 
* f^tantly struck dead fi>r this pitesumptuous act, 
aQd the 8ur¥.iiwir& wiere imprei»SBd mth such tef^ 
Tor^ that they dispatched ni^ss^ng^rslo the inha«* 
bitants of KirjaVh-jeanms requesting they would 
paike . the.ack .^vsiay. it was i^moved accordingly 
mth due veneratipn, and placed in. the houae of 
^binadabs whose son Etwaff;.n»s conscacgated 
rto become itsA^eepet* 

a-C. Swn^el, who .npw i^$}tH In the dmible 
^^Q^ capacity pf ju4jg;«..ai>d pixipbet» «mlN*aced 
. . ,. ^ifipppairt;Uj(;^ity^prca)li^ a solemo aa> 
^^es^bly for.^Jie e^tpres^.PMiposes.of rpubfioly re- 
iUMiocing those. idolatri^es, which. . had ibr aeon* 
.i^dei:abie time 'withheld the wonted blfis^ngs o^ 
iGody and for preferring the petitions tai a rdo- 
Jtritepeople in the hope of obtaining dtliverance 
jrom their enemies* This .meeting) ..wluch was 
i^ejd. at M.ezpeh, gave umbnkge to the Pfaifis- 
iin^f, who accoixjingly marched thither to dis- 
^Ive ijU But Sami;^ers pray^i:* <»bjtainfid.suchja 
.atorm of lightning and thuod^^, that the hau^ty 
he ,was sogn defeated, juid. chased .with. great 
.slaughter ui^to Beth-»Car» , The strength o£ the 
J^hifistines was so efiieqtually broken by itiua vie* 
tory, that the objects of their late oppression 
jenjoyed a profound trai^quillity i^riog the re- 
mainder «f Samuers government* i 
.., Samuel, after judging the chosen people ifith 
^^al^il]{]ku9e .^d :H^egrity. fttr ithi! q>ace af 
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twenty years^ had at length the mortification 
to find) that his two sons, whom he had nuuie 
fudges at Beersheba^ were charged with tlie 
crizxkfi of corruption, and pronounced unworthy- 
of succeeding him in his high office* At the 
- same time the fickle-minded Israelite. forgetful 
of their Divine Ruler, and wearied of the go« 
vemment he had appointed, loudly demanded a 
kin^ who might reign oyer them, and lead their 
arxnies to battle like the surrounding nations. 
Samuel was much surprised at a request, whicli 
evidently sprang from the blackest ingratitude 
towards the Deity ; and expostulated with the 
petitioners on the darkness, impolicy, and dan- 
gerous tendency of their proceeding. His elo- 
quence however was exhausted in vain ; and he 
at length dismissed them (in compliance with 
God's command) . promising to gratify their de- 
sire at a convenient opportunity. . - 

This promise he soon accomplished by an- 
ncunting Saul the son of Kish, by presenting him 
to the people as the man whom God had rer 
solved to intrust with the care of Israel, and 
by causing him afterwards to be proclaimed king, 
in a general assembly at Mizpeh* 



SECT. VI. 



^lic History of the JewB under their Monarchical 
Government, 

WHILE the tnajority of the Israel- 
ites expressed their satisfaction at 
^^^' the elevation of Saul by loud ' and repeat- 
ed acclamations of ^^ Long live the king," a 
Vol. IL M^ 
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party of profligate persons aflected to despise 
his footh, and peremptorily refused to acknow- 
ledge him for their lawful sovereign. But 
they soon received such demonstrations of iiis 
prudence, courage, and activity, as effectCially 
silenced their defamatory assertions, and taught 
them to respect his newly-acquired power. The 
inhabitants of Jabesh-Cilead* having sent -an 
account of their dismal situation to the elders 
of Israel, Saul immediately caused a yoke of 
oxen to be hewn in pieces and ^stributed 
through all the tribes, with th» message, that 
whosoever refused to follow him* to die relief of 
Jabesh, should see his cattle destroyed in a si- 
milar manners ^his threat occa^ned so ge- 
neral an alarm,^ that the people hastened to Be^ 
xek to the number of- three hundred thousand, 
beside thifty thousand of tiw tribe of Jndah, 
and marched with such expedition Against the 
inhuman- Airnnonite^ that 'he was compelled to 
raise the siege of Jabesh the very next morning, 
and tp flee with the utmost precipitation. The 
Israelites, elated with their success, and ^ci- . 
nated with the heroic deportment of their sove- 
reign, advised him to put^all those men to^ath, 
who had recently refosed to acknowledge his 
authority ; but Saul generously refused his ac- 
quiescence, and^ observed that it would be 
highly criminal to stain the commencement of 
his reign with such a- massacre, after God had 
wrought so great a salvation among his people. 
This truly magnanimous answer c<»)firmed the 
people in their loyal attachment to their leader, 

. * The inhabitants of Jabesh were at this tune reduced 
to the utmost extremities by Kahash king of the Ammo- 
nitcs. Vide vol. 1. page 330. 
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4Ad the prophet Samael, proposing to i^oeW' 
the kingdom by universal consent^ caused him 
to be instiled with great >soleniiuty at Gilgal* 

Samuel trahraced this opportunity of justi- 
fying his jadmiaifttFatioQy which now devolved 
opon Saul^. He also omvinced the people of 
their ingratitude ia demanding a king, by recai^ 
pitulataig the wonders which their heavenly so- 
vereign had wrought in their behalf, and by 
procuring aa. extraordinary storm of lightning 
and rain to* corroborate hi%assertions« He how- 
ever assured theai) that his good offices should 
be. continued towards theia during the remain- 
der -of his lifey and concluded his affectionate 
ad<lres9 with predicting felici^ to themselves 
and their moniarcb) while they continued sted* 
fiaistjHi the -worsh^) of God, and the heaviest ef- 
fecta .of divine displeasure a»>the sure attendant 
uppn^eftctaon and impiety. 

In* the second y^ar of thia reign the Philis- 
tines declared war against Israel, and encamped 
in the winage of Miichmash. The sight of this 
hos^le^ aaay, cooaprising^ thirty tfaouMnd char 
riotejors, six. thousand horsemmi, and an innu« 
«»erab)e number of foot soldiers* struck so uni- 
verse a<error. i«ito the Hebrews, that, foi^tfol 
of their Becent victory, and of the valour of their 
monaf?cb, g^eat numbers. Teti*^ed to the caves^ 
and excavations of the. mountain^; while others 
led tP'4he other side <^ the Jordan, leaving their 
eougtiy lopen* to the inqursion ,of .the enemy. 
T^add t9 this >mis&ctune, the Philistines had 
oa^y 4epriwid^thej|i.of> all kinds . of weapons, 
aodr even >or the instruments, with which the^r 
Jised to sharpen their rural implements; so that 
when Saul came to assemble bis little army, 
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there was neitilier sword nor spear but in the 
hands of the king and his son Jonathan, Sanl^ 
however, resolved to continue at Gilgal, in ex* 
pectation of SamuePs coming, but after he had 
waited seven days without receiving the expect- 
ed visit, he ventured to offer some sacrifices by 
way of imploring the Divine protecticm* The 
vietims were scarcely consumed, when Samuel 
appeared, and condemned his impatience in the 
severest terms, observing that his disobedience 
to God's command would cause the regal dig« 
ntty to be transferred to a more deserving per- 
son. The prophet then' departed towards Gi- 
beoR,* and the king followed with the poor re- 
mains of his forces, consisting of only six hun^ 
dred men, who beheld with unspeakable grief 
the approaching ruin of their land and nation. 

In this posture of affairs, Jonathan accom- 
panied by his annour-bearer, ventured to &M 
npon one of the enemy's out-guards, and occa- 
sioned such a confusion, that the Philistines im- 
mediately took to flight, and were pursued with 
great slaughter by Saul and his followers. This 
victory might have been more complete, htfd 
not the king imprudently adjured the army 
to take no refreshment in their pursuit* Jona- 
tlian, being ignorant of this charge, and wearied 
with the day's>toil) refreshed himself with a 
^lil^e honey, which he found in passing through 
a wood, so that when his transgressicm was dis- 
covered, Saul would certainly have put him to 
death, if the whole army had not interposed, 
and sworn that not a hair of his head should ht 
hurt, in consideration of the signal deliv<*ranct 
he had ^ effected* . The king returned home vie>- 
torious, and soon put Mmseillnto such con^Uofti 
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flisrtrheiMit only pui^sadd has cotSqaiM, cfver thd 
I^tulmUnes, but aho trvoHiphed successively over 
tibcf Idtigs-^^ Moab» Edom, Zobah, -MBd Amafek* 
_ IJ Abolit tMily yearn after the sentence 
106^! extkion was-proiiounced agunst Saul, tli^ 
-' prophet Samuel was > commanded td go 
to Bethlehem^ andanoiot one of the sQfi»of Jesse 
in the 4tM>m o£ therdgtoing prince. • He apoord^ 
™Si^ went thkher'onpnetenosofoffevhig'a sa^ 
eipifiee, «nd executed his eoinifassioa by pmlrillg 
the annointing' oH^on the head* of young David»^ 
who was eitiployed -in keefmig his fiither's floclu 

Soon a^r this ^vetitf Sisul*' began to be tor-* 
mented ^ kn erf} sphit^ or'bya deepsidtti*- 
cfaely^ to dispel ^i^hkli he Hms advised to have 
f«(9ours^ to a musician^ 1^0 might play before 
him dnring^lttS-kidispositiontv This adme waS- 
accepted^ and yoimg David, who had aoqirifed ' 
great* celebrky by ^his pei4brmanoe-on theharpy. 
was engaged as^ the m^soitr^ He- accm^ngly 
exerted Inmself to ^ain the royal -apprsbai^ny^ 
and swept the -tttnefol stvings witli tfuchinimio 
table sweetness, -skilly afod pathos, that the mo- 
narch's ^disorder wds soon apparently cured, and ^ 
David was permitted to^ifetum to 4iis pastoral 
avcAiati6n«^ * - - . i . >. .... t 

*The n^raoulous victoty- obtained bf 
jQ^' this yoimg* shepherd over the gigantic 
' ' champion of ^ the Philktiiles, wronght so 
mu^ mpoi^ the healt of ^ jMstha% thai k gave 
birth- 14^ the- tiaoat ardeitf' fHeUdsh^ between 
them, insomuch that the Scripture*8ays, ^^theit 
souls- "weteimk together^'' ^- But Saftil's ^admira- 
tion of that intrepid act was soon<onvt^ed into 
jealousy by the indiscretion of. a company of 
ftm^lcsy who extolled David sibove him in thehr 
M2 
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songs of yictoiy^ saying that Saul b^ ^tMt% 
' his thomandsj and David his ten ihQMantU. J!rotTic 
^at mpmei)t the king regarded Jesse^s sof^ 
as a dangerous rival, and began to look upon 
his life as incompatible with the secuaty of 
the crown. He , therefore contrived various 
expi^ients, by which^ David might in ^Mi 
probabiJity f^lls and even gave him the . prin* 
cess .Michal in marriage, ibr the express pur-^ 
pose of engaging him in the most hazardous 
employxnents. But th^ Qbject of his hatn^d a* 
pbieved such brilliant conquests, and conducted 
' himself with such deqorum, that these infamous 
j>roje^is were aU rendered abortive ; and David 
found in the person of his wife a tender «nd 
faithful friend, ever, rea^ to warn hina of ket 
father^s m^dice^ .and ever ^olic^tpii^ ibr his pre-^ 
serration* 

, Davidf having esciiped assassination by a 
friendly artifice of Michal's, withdrew to Ra» 
;Diah, and thence to Naioth». whither he was 
pursued by his royal adversary ; but the Al- 
mighty, by a miraculous effect oa the spirit 
of Saul, gave him an oppcMluiuty of retrefttang^ 
unpercei^.* He !then hastened t& his beloved 
friend Jonathan, who had exposed himself to^ 
the indignation of the. king upon his account, 
and had concerted a plan by which DsiVid might 
receive intelligence of all th^t passed at court* 
But as his death ws3 soon resolved cmq by Saul^ 
the prince hastened to the appointed place of 
meeting, and terminated the ccM^^^ondenc^ 
with the most afiectionate vows of^ et^smial re* 
gard, and amity. 

It was now indispensably requisite^ thft David 
should, seek his a^ety ia imm^ate flighu H% 
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rfierefiire^* hastebed to the land of Nob, and « 
on the pretence of ui^nt business, prevailed on 
Abimekch, the high priest, to give him the 
sword of GoUath, aiKl sach refreshments as coald 
be immediately procured for himself and the 
young men who' accompanied him* Having 
obtained this supply^ he fied to the king of Gat^ 
but soon found it necessary to change his Ue^ 
sign of imploring protection, to the attifice^ of 
counterfeiting the actions of a lunatic. 

While Da^d, by this weH-ttmed expedienC, 
disappointed the malice of the Philisti&e cour- 
tiers, Saul wad informed of. all that had passed 
at Nob, by one D<>eg, an Edcxnite, who asserted 
thi^ Abimeleeh had iumi^ed the ftigitiVe with 
weapons and provisioi^ aiid bad inqiured cif 
God rc^pedting his &te. This intelligehee exas- 
perated the king so violently, that be immedi- 
ately ordered the Jhigh i»iest and all ^hid kindred 
to be brought into. his prescaice, where he Idadfed 
them with the mast cruel invectives^ and caused 
them all to be murdefed wflHout discriiainatio& 
by hisinlbrmta*i He then sent a dellu:hmerit to 
^cecute his vengeance on :thje city oi Nob, who 
executed ^eir orders with such inhuman seve- 
rity, that none but Abiathar,.one of Abime9> 
lech's 900^ had.lhQ good ibftiHie to e^cap^ the 
general ma«i$acre* < 

Dmd was followed in his exile by his nearest 
relatives and. the prophet Gad, .who were* soon 
joined by oth^ cbltressed and discontented, pen- 
sons tp the number of^fotir hundred; but in 
.conseiqiience of the prophet's advice, he left his 
parents under the protection of the king of IMoab^ 
^and rep^dred 'wi^h his oompaniona to the.foreal 
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of >Hftreth in the land of liidfth«« H^use hit 
removed .Id. the • wilderness ' of Zipby ^ where he 
was .privately visited by Jonathan, who repeated 
hisx former vows^ of unalterable friendship, aad 
obtained a solemn assurance,' that if .ever David 
aseendecit the throne of Israel^' Ins good offices 
should be rewarded with the^ possession. of the 
second dignity in. the government* 

The2iphites^ byKsendingrinteUtgfeace to Soaly 
compelled ^David again to change las statxen, and 
he anxgn&igly removed^ first to>the .wilderness of 
Maon, and aiPkerward to .£ngedt«» ^At ^e lat> 
ter place lie was overtaken <by ihis^ adversajy ^ at 
the li^ad of three thousajidw 4nen>; ^t Provv^ 
dence havjng. directed- the king- tt»'the ca»o where 
David, l^y conoealedr a»>4)ippMtQnitf^£RsfiQd of 
terminating the unjust ^pursint, ^ Psvjld, ^ bow- 
ever,^ abhovring the^^rime of kyjing the^Lord^ft 
anoiotedr sleie- softly neart.Saulvand^iKning cut 
offAhe «kirt^ his^ vobe^^ permitted him tx> retire 
without molestation. ; ^As-soon^ therelbro) aslii$ 
eneaay had-quittedthe ^save, be-dkcorered 4nia^ 
self) and begged that- he' would ino longer«hitr- 
b6ur «ucfa iH-^oimded susfndions of a man, -who 
had now given* a^.^convincii^ >poo£iof ^his inao- 
cenceandloyaltf. -^- ^^ ♦ c . *. 

This a(!«cting address,: sMngthened bf tikt 
infallible testimony of the piece -of Ids ^^obe, 
melted 4lie > jeafema king into teai«r atii4a<ha:ed 
him to 4ickaowledge) that David^s snperior^P- 
tuoi rendered him^ truly worthy» of ^at 'd^fnlt3Ci 
which he was now convinced^ the Akhi^^ 
would bestow onhim^ He; then ^requesl0d him 
to swear^ that he would nevier ve^ei^ the inj^ 
ties he had recdved upo^ any bnmch x>f ^ 
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royal famity,. sbl4«haTiag^ emtu'aced him with 
many expressions of affection^ returned to Gi** 
beah. 

g ^ About this time Samuel died, and was 

1059! ^^^ ^^ Ramah* He had judged Israel 

twenty years from the decease of £1!^ 

and had tived about thirty-six after the eievatioa 

of Saul to the royal dignity* 

'David, having probably received . some intel- 
ligence of Saul's relapse, removed fitmi Engedi 
towards the wilderness of Paran. Thence he 
sent messengers to a wealthy Carmelite) called 
Nabal, who was middng a feast to his aheep^ 
shearers, recpiesting that he would send aome 
provision for himself and his fdlowem; biiC 
Nabalr being of a covetous dispoailaon, returned 
an answer, which would ceitainty have caused 
the extermination of hxs.&mily, had hot his 
wife Abig^I prudently eluded the mischief 
by carrying m person the deured. simply. Ha; 
husband 'being afterward acquainted with the 
extiteme danger he had incurred by his chur- 
lishness, was immediately taken ill, and in a few 
days expired: a circumstance which induced 
David to take Abigail to .wife, his former con-% 
sort having been given by her father to- another 
man. 

Soon after this transaction David had a fresh 
opportunity of evincing hb innocence at Maon, 
in the desert of Ziph, where Saul took the field 
agakist him with three Aousand chosen mea* The 
sod of Jesse, accompanied by Abiahai, entered 
SaiU's camp in the dead of the night, and finding 
all^thesddiers asleep, proceeded in search of the 
king, 'whcrm they at length discovered repo^ix)g in 
his tent with his spear stuck in ^e ground by hi^ 
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bolster^ atid Aimer his general^ and many odkr 
officess, Bleeping around him. Abiahas ui^;ed hn* 
master to transiix the king to the ground with 
his own spear^ obaervtng that Providence had 
delivered him into his lunds for that purpose; 
but David refused to hearken to such counsely 
and contented himself with- canning. off tbo 
spear and the cruise of .vaJber tfaat' he SaaoA 
in tiieL tent*. Saul, boing apprised of this ad- 
yentuiei acknowledged hunself indebted a ae^ond 
time fo.the preseivAtion of Jiia JaSs toihiagea^ 
foua 8an«>i&*lffiiF,.andhavmgj£iq^iea8ed his sorrow 
lin*.hia fennel? injustiGe, jMoosisQd that.he m^M. 
no;moce «eek hu deatnuation^ aivl.parl^ fit^k 
him ^pn^.many r tokens of apparentifrieiidship* 
David was however: justly >alarmo4.^ bU fo* 
timaafttm a|id therelbre. retired U»vAcbi8hf 
king.of Gadiy who .received^ ^im'io tbc.^moBt 
hospitabk manner^ and albtted(Zt0i^> for hi* 
reudence, as appeai»in a preceding chapter* 

Sanl^. fiodhig . himaelf deserted by ja. gt^ 
number of .hi& &fce% ; and bdng unaUe :^tQ copb 
sulfc his. Creator respecting the /evemt^ofhisi^K 
proadiing^engagcmoB^wkhliiePlsdiiitiAca, wenft 
in disgmse to Endor, and prevailed, oa a wos 
maawho hadai&miliav spinl^ tp.mise up .4ie pioi 
phet SamueL Whentfa^ vision appeared^ Siak 
bow^d. himself to the jgwundi apd ^x)logiied for 
Ina^pting so- imlawfolranvei^cdieiAfrtiy aA) 
verdng to theidesperate ^iUiationof hbi.a^drai 
Samuel nepiied thatit wA in xiiii (batshe baiaf^ 
ptic^, lO' him.. foi^cQuinel. after ^aliflnati^g Ihe 
lovaof the Abnighty byt his i&sted^i^ncei.ftiid 
solemnly ^assuiFed ihim.-ti|{^ ^ei«sbottld-iW itiic 
morrow lose, both his life and kingdom, A 
predtction w^di was soon verifiedy fts>^ !!• 
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raefites ^ere utterly ddeated in the en- 
'^^^^^' suing battle, and Saul fell upon his own 
' ftwbfd, to avoid the cruelty of Iiift inve- 
-^«rate foes* His sons also perished in the di«ad« 
4fX\ slaughter, and theic ifMmgled bodies were 
-exposed-, with th&t c^ then* unforttin&te parent, 
nxpoia the walls of Beth-Shan; Bui the iiihabit- 
"BLnrts of Jabesh, remembering, Irith gratltutie, 
-tl»eir former deliTerahce by Sauf, «eiit oixt a 
~>detadiment of theli* braVest men, who carried 
^off the bodies,' and- interim tfhem With due so- 
lemnity. ..'»:' 

David having lamented the death of Saul, 
«ffid'bf his beloved friend Jonathan, removed to 
Hebron, where he was again anoiiited king of 
^fte tribe of Judahi whilst Abner, the lAte liio- 
liarch's 'general^ pfoclaiitied Ishbbsheth'at Ma- 
hanahn. Thus wets the kingdom Avided be^ 
twceh two • sioverdgns who enjdjped their respec- 
tive diares ^ietly foi* the space of tw*o years*' 
- The first popular step which David took, was 
^ send a message of thanks to the Jabeshites 
••for the respect they had paid to the bodies of 
the deceased king and his sohs ; and he then 
strengthened his idliances, by marrying Maacah^ 
princess of Geshur, by whom he had Absalom 
gtid-TanttO'. 

*' At the e3q)ir8rtion of two ye^«,' a battle vras 
fought between the armies of David and Ish* 
bosheth, in which the latter wass' totally rcnifCed, 
isnd Abner himself eoiapelled to fiee for litslife* 
The pujrauit coiittnued till Sunset, when the 
Benjamites - ralfied tirider Atoer, and i^solved 
to make a vigprbus defence ; but the trumpets 
ef the adverse host sounding a retreat, they 
proceeded without molestation to Mahanaim, 
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while Joal>, (Da^d's general,} and his followef^ 
returned to Hebron. 

Shortly after this engagement, Abner revolted 
from his allegiance, and went privately to Jkin^ 
David, by whom he was graciously received. 
But on his return hom^he was slain by Joafa^ 
who pretended tq revenge, , by this treacherou3 
act, the death of his brother AsalieL David -wbs 
highly incensed at the base deed, and after vent- 
ing his resentment in imprecations on the perpe- 
trator, attended the remains of Abner to the 
grave with all the marks of unfeigned sorro"wr 
and rospect. ' ' 

The death of this general was soon follonred 
by that of Ishbosh^th, who was assassinated hy ^ 
two of his captains as he lay asleep in his chanx- 
ber. The hardened regicides went immediately 
to Hebron, and presented David with the head 
of his rival, but he doomed them to execution, and 
caused their hands and feet to be hung up in a 
public part of the city, while the head of the ill- 
fitted Ishbosheth was honourably interred in the 
sepulchre of Abner. 

On the public report X}f these transac- 
1053! ^<^^' ^^^ tribes of Israel as^mbled, and 
unanimously agreed to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of David. They were, accordingly, 
received in the most gracious m^ner at Hdbron, 
and three entire days were devoted to festivity 
upon that agreeable occasion. 

Next year David laid ||ege to Jerusalem, and, 
by the excellent conduct and valour of Joab, ob^ 
tained a decisive victory over the Jebusites, and 
carried by assault the fortress of 2ioh, which had 
hitherto resisted the united attacks of Judah an4 
Simeon.' This important place was now en- 
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larged, fortified, and called the city of David, as 
beings designed for the seat of the Hebrew mo- 
narcbs, and the metropolis of Palestine* 

The Philistines alarmed at David's increasing 
power, made a sudden inroad into Bethlehem* 
and garrisoned it with their own forces, before 
he was able to make suitable preparations against 
theta* But their triumph was of short duration, 
as he soon afkrward attacked them with such 
resistless furf , that they were never again in a 
conation to withstaiid him or his successors. 
The victor then entered into alliance with Hiram 
king of Tyre ; erected, a magnificent palace ia his 
newly conquered city ; and increased the number 
of his wives ; by whom be had several childreiiy 
subsequent to his removal from*Hel»oB. 

Grateful to his Creator for the wonderful de- 
liverances he had expenenced, and fortheimi- 
versal peace which now reigned through his king- 
dom, David was extremely anxious to make Je- 
rusalem the centre of God's worship, by trans- 
porting thither the ark, which had remained al- 
most fifty years* at Kirjath-jeaiira* That sacred 
symbol was accordingly removed in a new cart- 
from the house of Abinadab, while a numerous 
concourse of priests and Levites sang and played 
upon various instruments, and a multitude of 
people from all parts of the country thronged to 
behold the procession. This joy was, however, 
suspended by an accident which occurred at 
Nachon's * threshing fioor, and the ark was de- 

• The oxen that drew the ark hap]>ened to stumble at 
this -placer and by that motion nearly overturned the car- 
riage. Uzzah, one of Abinadab's sons, clapped his hand 
Vol. II. N 
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posited in the hoiise of Obed-Edom for the ipace 
of three months; at the expiration of which it 
was borne by the priests with the utmost solem- 
nity to Jerusalem, and-placed in a sumptuous ta* 
bemacle, which the king hadordet^d to be erect- 
ed for that purpose. 

He afterward sent for Nathan to consult with 
him respecting apian be had conceived of build- 
ing a magnificent temple to the God of Israeli 
and the prophet at first applauded his pious de- 
^gn ; but he was next day commissioned to io* 
form the king, that he was deemed an improper 
person for such a work, as having been frequently 
defiled with blood, yet that he should leave a 
successor to his wealth and kingdom, who should 
execute his design with all imaginable splendour. 
David prostrated himself in gratitude before the 
Lord on receiving this message, and thencefor- 
ward began to lay up immense quantities of gold, 
timber, precious stones, and other materials, for 
the use of tliat son, whom God had promised to 
honour in so particular a manner. 

David having made several econontiical af- 
reoigements in his household and army, and con- 
ferred some important favours upon Mephibo- 
sheth, the only son of Jonathan, was about the 
same time attacked by some forces of the Syrians, 
eaid grossly insulted by Hanun king of the Am- 
monites. The former were however do severely 
chastised for their presumption, that they ear- 
nestly petitioned for the privilege of becoming 
tiibutaries ; and the latter were soon reduced to 

upon th^sirk to save it, but to the astonishmeat of ^he 
king^ and all the assembly, he was immediately punished 
with death for his presumption. 
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the e^ttremity of dbtress by a detachment under 
the conduct of Joab. 

^ ^ During the siege of Hanun's metro- 
1635! po^^' ^ circumstance transpired, which 
fixed an indelible stain on the character of 
Davidy and tarnished all the lustre of his former 
noble actions* Being Clamoured of a beautiful 
woman, named Bathsheba, the wife of his valiant 
captain Uriah, he gratified his unlawful desires 
at the expense of reason, honour, and religion, 
md ^terward contrived the death. of the in- 
jnred husband, who was then employed at the 
«ege under the command of Joab. 

The Almighty provoked at the commission of 
such abominable crimes, commanded the prophet 
Nathan to awaken in the royal offender a sense 
of contrition and humiliation, by a parabolical 
addr^s, which might apply forc&ly to the pas* 
siona, and lead him to [Enounce that judgmemt 
against himself, which he strictly deserved. The 
seer accordingly related the story of the po6r 
man . and his ewe lamb with such energy and 
pathos, that David hastily pronounced sentence 
of death against the person, who had been guilty 
of such horrid violence. But when the aWful 
declaration,. *' Thou art the man,*' sounded in his 
ears, and Nathan predicted the heavy calaihities 
which should ensue, he ^asat once abashed, af- 
flicted, and dismayed. His strong and genuine 
i^pentance however procured an alleviation of 
his punishment, though the fruit of hid adulter- 
ous commerce twis smitten by the angel of death, 
and his unnatural son Absalom, on a future oc- 
casion, publicly requited the dishonour done 
to Uriah, by defiling the females of the royal 
iunily. 
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After this period David was' grievously af* 
flicted by the evil dispositions and conduct of hl& 
children. Ammon his eldest son had scatcel^ 
attained his eighteenth year, when he committed 
incest with one of his sisters ; and Absalom, fired 
with sentiments of revenge, soon contrived the. 
assassination of the offender* The king mourned 
for some time the loss of his son, whilst Absa- 
lom sheltered himself from the ejects of his 

.wrath, in the court of his grand&ther the king 
•of Geshur* But afiler a considerable time iiid 
elapsed, he was recalled firom his voluntary esaJkj 
and reinstated in his Other's af&ction. 
^ ' The treacherous prince having obtained 
10^. a free pardon from his indulgent sovereiga, 
procured a sumptuous equipage of cha- 
riots, horses, and running footmen, to axtnet die 
eyes of the people ; and by an affected compas- 
sion for the distresses of those who came to the 
royal tribunal for justice, he contrived to spread 
an opinion through the nation, that his govern- 
ment would be more equitable, mild, sffid benefi- 
cial, than that of Pavid. Having pursued this 
conduct tiH his infamous projects were ripe fiar ex- . 
ecution, he obtained permission to pay apretend> 
ed vow at Hebron, where he had commanded the 
chiefs of his party to meet him, whilst olheni 
wei^ instructed to proclaim him king^ a&sooa as 

/they heard the sound of the trumpet. 

David, upon the first inteUigeace of this infa- 
mous rebellion, left the care of his palace to his 
wives and concubines, and retreated with all pos- 
sible speed from Jerusalem, into the open country. 
Among the little company who resolved to share 
the. fortunes of their injujped master, were the 
high*priest$. Zadok and Abiathari at the bsiA c£ 
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several Leviles, who attended oa the ark of 
tlie.coveBaiiiu The king^ however^ would not 
pemnt them to proceed with him, but desired 
them to cany the ark hack to the city, whence 
they might send him intelligence of all that 
ponied, stfid oceastonallf assist hhn with their 
counsel, whilst he concealed himself in some con- 
venient part of the wilderness^ As soon as the 
priests had d^iarted ki compliance with this ad* 
vlce^ David was^ informed that Ahithophel, a ce- 
l^Mrkted polttkian, was gone over to Absalom ; 
upon whioh.he prayed earnestly, that God would 
confoimd the counsel of that statesman; and 
soon- after repaired with his Iktle troop to Mount 
C^vet, The march was inexpressibly mourn* 
fui ; the venerable monarch with his head un- 
covered, and his feet bare, ascended slowly ; 
while his flowing tears and heart rending sighs 
evihcedliie acuteness of his feelings ; and his sor* 
mwful retinue, unaUe to ofifer consolation in such 
a trymg mom^M, expressed their concern I^ the 
strongest expressionsc^ unfeigned grief. VVhen 
^ley had reaeked the suvnmit of the eminence, 
and addnessed^ their Creator in the language of ' 
humble sapplkaition, they were joined by Hushai , 
who came to share the dangers and aiBictions of 
his beloved prince; but at David's request,* he 
eoastiitied to turn back ancl ingratiate himself 
into the fiivour of the usurper, that he might 
hvve^'QA opportunity* of thwat$ing the counsels 
of Ahithopfcei, and of. giving timely notke of 
everything, whidi should be resolved on among 
tile rt^ls« 

PM)ceedlng on his melancholy route, David 
was met at the village of Bahurtm by one of S^uPs 
^femily named 3hime], who^ had the audacity to 
■ N3 
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tshrow stxmes 9A hitHf aGcompamed with the most 
grievous curses* The king's captains^ enraged 
at this unexpected indignityi earnestly entreated 
permissicm to smite off the: head of the inhuman^ 
persecutor ; but David restr^ed them by ob-^ 
serving, that since his own son lai4 wait for his 
. life, it was by no means strange, tiiat this Ben- 
jamite should vent his malice in such opprobci- 
ous terms. He also remarked that these curses 
might possibly come from his offended Maker^ 
in which case they might be more effectuaHy 
averted by patience and resignation, than by a 
sanguinary and ill-timed resentmenW 

Absalom, in the mean time) .entered Jerusalem 
at the head of the conspirattor^and baxring caused 
% pavilion to be reared up <m the roof of the pa- 
lace, violated his father's concubines acoordii^ 
to the threatening prediction of the prophet Na- 
.than* Ahithophel then desired, that he might 
be sent at the head of twelve thousand . chosen 
inen^ to M upon David's little, army while they 
were exhausted with their ttght* %it Huahai 
argued agsonst this measure witii^siickelpqaeRcc^. 
and adduced such plausible re^son^ fer hia dis* 
sentiiig from it^^that iiis remQnstrances were at 
length successful ; and Ahithophel was so deeply 
xn6rtilied ait the rejectipn of his counsel, that he 
i^c\ home with all po9siU,e speedy and put a 
period to his own existence* 

The £uihful Hushai ctintmed to apprise David 
immediately of his impending danger, lacons^t 
quence of which the c^ kit^g croased the Jordan 
at midnight) and next morning ai-riyed at Mar 
hanaim) whither several of; his loyal.subjects fol* 
lowed with a timely supply of pi^vision, . tentsi 
^and various necessary uten$ils« Aimlqm at Ib^. 
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mjisnj under the commmid of Amasa^ and formed 
an jOican^pment in the land of Gilead* 

David having distributed some refreshments^ 
and made such arrai^ements as the urgency of 
his' affairs would permit, divided his army into 
Ihiee bodies* itfider the conduct of Joab and his 
twQ^br^therib who acquitted themselves of dieir 
eommianpn with^such bravery and zeaJ^ that the 
rd»el troopa were defeated with gi:eat slaughter 
and put to i^ght: and their unnatural leader, 
being caugM by his hair in the thick branches 
of a tree, and by that accident deprived of 
the pofisibitity of escape,, waa transfixed witli 
Uiree; arrows by the hand of Joab ; flung into a. 
deep pit ;. and covered with a heap of stones. • 
, During these transactitxis E^vid cemained* 
vdth a. smiill reinforcement at the gate of Maha^ 
lisdm, impatient to hear the event ; but, in his 
heart, more solicitous for the safety of Absa* 
)om, than §or his own security and re-estaUish* 
ment^ insomuoh that when he received intelUr 
gence of his death, he. withdrew to an apartment 
over the gate, e^laiming in all the bitterness of 
anguish, ^ O Absalom I my son, my son, would 
to GodI had died for thee V* 
, Joab ventured to reprove his. extreme weak- 
ness and expatiated so forcibly on the evil 
effects it might produce, that David was necessi- 
tated to conceal his affliction, and to present 
himself before the people with a cheerful coun- 
tenance* . As soon. as he appeared at the gate 
of the city, his subjects of every description 
came flocking round him', and even the I'ebelr 
iious party strove to i^ow him the utmost re- 
spect. and veneration. Finding therefore, Ihitt all. 
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the tribes were desirous of recalling himtO'liftf 
metropolis, he requested the elders of Judah to 
escort him thither, and sent to assure Amas»# 
the rebel general, Hiat if he would come over to 
him he shtould be chosen to that post, from which 
Joab was now dismissed* These arrafigemeixtsy 
however, were productive of much mischief; 
as his partiality for the tribe of Judah occa- 
sioned such jealousy in the others, that they 
broke out into a new revolt ; and the change in 
his army excited so violent a desire of Tcvenge in 
Joab, that he embraced the first opportunity <tf 
assassinating the new general, 

Sheba, the rebel chief, who had assembled 
all the malecontents by the sound of the trumpet, 
and bade open defiance tb David and .his adher^ 
ents, soon retired to the city of Beth-Maachah, 
which was immediately invested by Joab. But 
on the first preparation for an assault, a wonutn 
appeared on the battlements, exhorting him to for- 
bear any hostilities against a mother city of Israel) 
and promising that the head of the traitor shodld 
be thrown over the wall. The conditioiv was 
cheerfijlly accepted : and Joab, having received 
Shfeba's head, returned victorious to Jerusalem^ 
and gained such universal applause,* that Da- 
vid judged it advisable to restore him to his 
former employment. 

« ^ About two years after tiie suppression 
1021. ^^ ^^^ rebellion, Judea wa» grievoudy 
afflicted by a famine, which -was designed 
to revenge the death of the Gibeonitesv whom 
Saul and his sanguinary relatives had unjusUy 
caused to be massacred. David was no sooner 

' ^ This; business was undertaken by Joal^ withpat tl|« 
royal command. 
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ai^rised of tbe came,' than he proposed to make 
.a aatiafaction that mig^ht terminate the distress 
of. his subjects^ and accordingly detivered seven 
males of Saul*s family to be put to death by the 
C^bebnitea, after which the femine was stayed. 

. Subsequent to this transaction, David gained 
four successive victories over Uie Philistines^ 
but had not long enjoyed the fruits of his suc« 
cess, before he brought a heavy calamity upon 
his kingdom by. numbering the people. An 
acdon so displeasing to. God, that the prophet 
Gad was. immediately sent to court to propound, 
as a punishment, either a seven yeacs &mine, 
three days flight before the enemy, or three 
.days pestilence* The king was now struck 
wkh a Uvdy sense of his folly, and bitterly re* 
glutted his mattenUon to the prudent remon- 
strances of his counsellors. . He owned the'choice 
to be .extremely hard ; but, con^dering, that 
the calamities of war and £aanine were seldom 
fok jso fcverely by the rich as by the poor, and 
kiiowinjg himself to have been the cause of the 
distress, he chose the pestilence as the most 
equal punishment, and as seeming most ilnme^ 
.diately uoder the cfirecticm of Heaven* . The 
choice was no sooner made, than that distemper 
received the .Divine commission, and. spread 
throughout the land with such awful rapidity, 
that, seventy, thousand persons were destroyed 
before the expiration of the third day* It was 
now beginning to infect the metropolis, when 
David earnestly entreated, that he might expiate 
his .crime in> his own person, and that an inno* 
cent people might be spared* This humble 
.supplication was graciously answered, and the 
king,, haying i^ared an altar on the. threshing 
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floor of Anmnaht beheld a miiAciiloas firr 
descend from Heaven aad 'consume the victuns^ 
as a token that his Coeator was reconciled to the 
land* 

^ A continued series of ivars, feitig^iesh. 

1015 ^^ misfortunes, had so materiaUf af- 
fected the king's health, that when he. 
was about Bevent}r yesLn old no clodies could 
keep him warm ; and his declining state induced 
Adonijah, the next in birth to Absalom, .to make 
splendid preparations for his accessicm to the 
throne. But David, being reminded of his. pro- 
mise in ficvour of Bathidiieba's son, and un4fr- . 
standing the design of Adonijah, comniaiided^.i 
, Solomon to be nominated king, and prodasmed . . 
his successor by sound of the txunQ^et. .These, 
orders were executed with such speed, that 4he 
ambitious prince and has adherents were totallf . 
ignorant of what passed, till they wece-jataurmed 
in the midst of thw festivity by repeated acch- 
mations of. ^ Long live king Solomon.?' Thcf 
then dispersed in the utmost consternation, and 
Adonijah hastened to take sanctuary at the horns 
of the altar. The young king being i^fonned 
of ^s. particular, sent him word, that if hia 
"(uture actions were equitable, his person would be 
secure; but Ihat his next disloyal attempt would 
be punished with death. . Upon the receipt of 
this message, Adonijah made proper submissions, 
and was permitted to i^tire to his hQUse. 

David finding his dissolution approaching, 
sent fotr^^^beloved son to bestow his last advice 
imd>,in|8ucttons. He reminded him, that all 
the prombes of God relative to his posterity 
were only conditional, and would be fulfilled in 
proportion to their obedience } Qpcommoaded 
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wme dd inen<k to* his &yoiir and protection; 
esbcnted him to take vengeance an Joab, for 
^e murder of Absalom, Abneis and Amasa; 
and reminded him, that the obligation of an 
oath, which had hitherto screened Shimei from 
pimishnKnt, would now be cancelkd. Having 
-thus expressed his most pElrticular desires to his 
SQccessor, the debilitated monarch expired, in 
the seventy^iifth year of his age, and the fortieth 
df his reign. He left an immense treasure, ex- 
clusive of that designed for the use of the tem- 
ple, and was interred in a magnificent tolnb at 
Jerusaiem* 

Solomon, having acquitted himself of his 
fitfthdr^ last injunctions, sentenced Adonijah to 
death for an improper request, degraded Abi- 
athar to the second rank of priests for his re* 
cent defection, and formed a powerful- alliance 
by xhairyihg the princess of Egypt. He re- 
moved soon after to Gibeon, where the ark was 
stationed, and offered a thousand sacrifices to 
the Almighty. Here the divine offer was made 
in a dream, of granting whatever he thought 
proper to ask. Solomon earnestly requested, 
that such a degree of wisdom might be given 
as might liable him to govern the children of 
Israel with suitable prudence and sagacity ; and 
this modest pedticm was so pleasing to his Maker, 
tbbt'he was immedmteiy endowed with such a 
^hare of wisdom, as had never been possessed by 
any mortal together with a promise of every 
earthly biessing, which he had judiciously over- 
k)ok6d. 

• The exquisite discernment of this m<5harch 
was soon exhibited to high advantage, in the 
senteiice which he pronounced relative to the 
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his excellent judgpnent sh<uie conspicuous in the 
choice of his counsellors and officers, the insti- 
tution of h}8 laws, the ceremony of his household, 
the strength of his army, and the multitude of 
his subjects. His immense wealth gave him 
such powerful sway, that he lived in the most 
profound tranquillity encompassed with mag- 
nificence, and rejoicing in the abundant Uessings 
of Providence. Beloved -by his friends, dreaded 
by his enemies, and highly esteemed by his al- 
lies, his treasury was .constantly filled with rich- 
presents and regular tributes ; and so great a 
concourse of strangers flocked to his metropc^s, 
that liches were accumulated by his subjects of 
all descriptions, till gold and silver seenbed to 
have lost their value by their extraordinary 
abundance* 

g ^ Having contracted with Hiram, kii^ 

lOlS. *^ Type, for a large quantity of fine 

•timber, and a sufiicibnt number of work- 
men, Solomon laid the foundation of the Jewish 
tern^e, in the fourth year of lus reign, which 
was the secotid after David's death, and the 
four hundred «uid: eightieth after the deliverance 
of Israel from the Egyptian bondage^ and that 
stupendous work was carried on with such dis- 
patch, th^t it was finished in little more than 
seven years^ in such a sumptuous manner, as 
far exceeded every other edi^ce then in being. . 
The ceremony of (he dedicjation - was 
1005. P^i'fo'^^^ ^1^^ ^1 imagimUe pomp : 

the ark of the covenant was placed in the 
most holy plac't ^between the cherubim ^ the air 
rang with the sound of ^ vocal and instrumental 
music; and the sacred cloudy which had &r- 
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merif ovenhadowed the tabernacle, visibly de« 
acended upon the priests, while they prepared the 
victims for sacrifice* The king then publkly de* 
dicated the building to God in a devout prayer^ 
and^ harii^ seen the offerings consumed by su* 
pernatural fire, praiounced a blessing on the 
assembly and retired. 

After the completion of his fioher's grand 
design, the king erected two magnificent palaces^ 
one for himself and another for Pharaoh's daugh«> 
ter ; rebuilt twenty dties m Gatilee 9 surroiBided 
his metropolis with a strong wall ; and fortified 
all the places of consequence in Judea* He also 
btult a navy at Eadon^Geber, and put it under 
the care of some skilful Tyrian mariners, whO) 
together with a liumber of his own subjects^ 
sailed to Ophir, and retuined in about three 
years, richly laden with gold, silver, said pre- 
cious stones; beside ebony, ivory, spices, and 
various curiosities* 

Nothing has lutherto appeared in this Prince's 
life, that does not convey the highest idea of his 
wisdom, piety, and magnificence ; but the latter 
part of his reign exhibits a melancholy reverse* 
Solomon, emphatically styled the Wise, bek>ved 
of his Creator and admired by all nations for 
his numerous virtues, became such a slave, i|i 
his old age, to the passion of love, that he mar* 
ried asurprimng multitude of women, without 
distinctioa of country, faith, or fiunily, and per- 
imtted himself to be seduced by them into all 
the gross and abominable idolatries of the age ; 
insomuch, that the holy city was surrounded 
with altars, in open defiance to the God of Is« 
rael s and temples were erected in various places 
todljumb idols. 

Vol. II. O 
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This infamous defection was, c6nsequcit!Sjs 
displeasing to the Almighty ; and Solomon was 
assured in a dream, that his successors should 
mourn the loss of the kingdom^ as the result of 
his ingratitude, except the tribe of Judah, which 
would be left them in con^deration of the sa- 
cred promise given to David. The effect of 
this awful denunciation is not recorded in Scrip- 
ture, nor is there any farther account of this 
monarch, hut that he died in the fortieth year 
of his reign, and about the fifty-eighth of his 
age; and was. buried in the sepulchre of his 
royal father. 

Rehoboam, Solomon's -son and suc- 
gi^^' cesser, went, upon his accession, with his 
court, and the elders of all the tribes, to 
receive their homage atShechem; but jthey. re- 
fused to acknowledge his sovereignty, unless he 
would promise to redress .some popular griev- 
ances, which had crept into the administration 
during the latter part of Solomon's reign. The 
king took three days to meditate on their re- 
quest, hni having listened to the advice of some 
rash youthsj who had been brought up with him 
in ease and luxury, he answered the people in 
a haughty tone, that he designed to rule them 
with greater severity than his father ever exer- 
cised ; and threatened to chastise the slightest 
murmur with scorpions instead of whips. 

A reply so harsh, and unsuitable to a people 
who regarded themselves as the peculiar ^vour- 
ites of Heaven, occasioned an immediate revolt: 
and ten of the tribes, disdaining all further al- 
legiance to the house of David, chose Jecoboam, 
an enterprising youth of the tribe of Ephrain^ 
to be their sovereign. Judah and B^jamiBy 
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however, resolved to retnain beneath the go<- 
veminent of Rehoboani) whom they conducted 
with all speed to Jerusalem. An army was 
then raised to reduce the rebels to obedience, 
bat on the assertion of the prophet Shemaiah, 
that this defectioa was strictly consonant with 
the Divine will, the intended hostilities were laid 
aside* 

Jeroboam embraced the first opportunity of 
rebuilding Penuel and Shechem, which he made 
the seat of his residence* But he was still ap- 
prehensive that the custom of going thrice in 
the year to Jerusalem might, in time, reconcile 
his new subjects to the h6use of David. He 
therefore sacrificed religion to his security, and 
set up two golden calves at Dan and Bethel, the 
extremities of the kingdom, whither he ordered 
the people to repair with their offerings instead 
of going to the tem|>le* He. also built some ido- 
latrous edifices, and selected priests for his ima» 
ginary deities fix^m among the lowest class of 
the people* 

At the deiHcation of the two calves a prophet 
denounced the destruction of the new altar by a 
fiiture king of Judah ; and as a proof of his di- 
.vine mission, told the spectators that they should 
immediately witness an instance of God*s dis« 
pleasure. Upon these words the altar burst 
asunder, and Jeroboam's arm, then stretched 
jout to seize the prophet, was suddenly withered. 
Jn consequence of his submission, however, his 
^kflUction was withdrawn, and the stranger de- 
parted hastily from the contaminated city* 
. Notwithstanding this miraculous, event, and 
the awftd threatenings of the prophet Ahijah, 
the king persisted in debauching the people 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



148 JEWS, 

torn the worship of their Creatoiv and filled 
Israel with idolatiy* 

Refaoboam, in the mean time, built and for* 
tified several places in Jiidah and Benjatniny 
while .multitudes of persons, who abhorred the 
infamous practices of his revolted rival, flocked 
to his metix^lis, and voluntarily renewed their 
former allegiance. But this weak prince, in- 
stead of expressing his thanks to God for the 
fitvourable tum of his afikirs, abandoned him* 
self to the most absurd idolatries, and even ex* 
eeeded the abominaticMtis of the apostate Is- 
raelites. 

2 ^ To reward these enormities, the AI« 
9^* mighty sllrred up a formidable enemy in 
the person of Shishak, king of Egyptf 
who took several fenced cities ; reduced Jera« 
salem, and pillaged the temple and palaces of 
their most costiy ornaments. After this disas« 
ter Rehoboam retained the regal dignity twelve 
years, and died in the eighte^th year of his 
reign. 

^ ^ Abijab, the succeeding monarch, had 
95a ^^ sooner ascended the throne, than he 
took the field with four hundred tfaoui* 
sand men, and Jeroboam went out to meet him 
with an army of double that number. When 
the two kings were within hearing of each other, 
Abijah upbraided his rival with the baseness of 
his extraction, the grossness of his idolatries^ 
and the extreme sinfolness of his conduct, in de- 
luding the Israelites from the woi^ip of their 
God. Jeroboam pretended to listen attentively 
to these just reproaches, but in the mean time 
had ordered a detachment of his forces to whed 
n>und and surprise the enemy in the rear, whil# 
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-be should prepaid for the attack in front* This 
base stratagem was imitfediately executed, to the 
consternation of Abijah's army ; but at lengtli 
the idolaters were put to flight, and Abijah pur- 
sued his victory with such success, that his 
abandoned competitor could not recover his 
strength for the space of three years* 

^ Asa* the successor of Abijah, was a 
955. P*^^ monarch, who applied himself zea- 
lously to the work of reformation, and 
even deposed his own mother for patronizing 
idolatry. He also put his kingdom in a good 
posture of defence, by fortifying several impor* 
tant places,, and entertaining a numerous army* 
His riches augmented so rapidly under the bles- 
sing of Providence, that he wjis soon enabled 
to adorn the temple with a quantity of gold and 
silver vessels to supply the loss occasioned by 
Shishak : and he utterly destroyed all the monif- 
ments of irreligion except the high places, which 
he eiideavoured in vain to abolish. 

In the second year of this reign, Nadab suc- 
ceeded to the throne of Jeroboam, but no par- 
ticulars ' worthy of notice are transmitted re- 
specting him, except his adhering to the ini- 
quitous fM^ctices of his &ther, and his being 
slain at Uie siege of Gibbethon by a man of the 
tiibe ' of Issachar, called Baasha, who seized 
i^^n the kingdom and destroyed the whole race 
of Jeroboam, according to the threatening pre-* 
diction of Ahijah. 

• About fourteen yeai's after Asa's ac- 

Q^^' cession, his kingdom was attacked by » 

numerous army of Cushites, under tlie 

command of Zera, an Ethiopian. The king of 

Judah -was however by no means al^med c^t 

03 
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their appearance) but, trusting to God for the 
event, marched boldly against them. to Meie-^ 
shah, where he overthrew them in a pitched 
battle, and returned victorious to Jerusalem. 
Having devoted a considerable part of the spoil 
to the service of his heavenly patron, he had 
the pleasure to hear himself encouraged by a 
prophet, and to see many) of Baasha's subjects 
fiock to his city, on the report of his justice and 
munificence* He died in the forty-first year of 
his reign, and was succeeded by his son Jeho- 
shaphat. 

^ Baasha is said to have continued the 

930 i^o^**rous practices of Jeroboam, not- 
withstanding he was the instrument of 
Divine vengeance against that &mily. He was 
engaged in hostilities with the king of. Judah, 
when Jehu the son of Hanani was conunissioDed 
to threaten him with the heaviest effects of 
God's anger, in consequence of his disobedi- 
ence and impenitency* Soon after this de- 
nunciation he expired, and left the kingdom %at 
his son. . * 

Elah had scarcely enjoyed the regal dignity 
two years before he was assassinated at Tirzab, 
where he dwelt, by Zimri, one of his offi- 
cers. 

Zimri's reign was but of seven days duration, 
yet in that time he found means to extermi^|te 
the whole race of Baasha. Qmri, another 1^ 
cer, being chosen king by the army, hastened 
to attack the usurper in Tirzah ; but before he 
could obtain admission, Zimri went into the 
royal palace, and having set it on fire, perished 
in the flames. Omri had another competitor in 
Tibnii the son of Ginath, whom one part of tto 
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people had elected to the supreme dignit^y hut 
he was soon slain, and Omri took possessioD 
of the kingdom. 

Nothing farther is recorded of this princey 
but that be built the city of Samaria on a hill 
of the same name ; removed his court thither 
from Tirzah, and reigned twel^ years in all the 
profligacy of his predecessor^* 
Q ^ Ahab, his son^ ascended the throne in 

918. ^® thirty-eighth year of Asa's reign* 
His marriage with Jezebel, princess of 
Zidon, proved a constant source of wicked and 
idolatrous actions, as she was permitted to in- 
troduce the Zidonian worship, which consisted 
in human sacrifices and other abominable cere^ 
monies^ 

Whilst Ahab and his wicked consort were de- 
filing the land vrith tlieir flagrant impieties, and 
putting all those to death who had the boldness 
to censure their conduct^ Jehoshaphat, Asa's 
successor, was employed in restoring the wor- 
ship of his subjects to its original purity. Hav« 
ing demolished every idolatrous vestige which 
remained at his faUier's decease, commanded 
a competsnt number of priests and Levites to 
instruct the people in the Mosaic law, and gar- 
\ liscxied all the most c<»isideTable pbices in his 
\)dngdom; he became so wealthy, prosperous, 
fu4 powerful, that his neighbours sought his 
alliance; his tributaries regularly transmitted 
ihikr payments to his treasury; and even his 
avowed enemies were, too conscious of his 
strength to molest him. 

Faf different was the case with Ahab, whose 
apostacy had proyoked the Most High to pour 
down the severest afflictions upon his country ; 
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and whose subjects had long groaned beneath 
^he accumulated distresses of tyranny, war, and 
&niine« 

At the expiration of three years the prophet 
Elijah presented himself before Ahab, and their 
first greeting was such as might naturally be 
expected between a haughty wicked king, and 
a person distinguished for his zeal and piety. 
Elijah, however, eventually obtained his desire 
of gathering all the Israelites together at Mount 
Carmel, with all the priests of Baal, whom Jeze- 
bel msuntained at her own expense. He tJiea 
addressed the assembly on the subject of their 
religious practices, and boldly reproved them 
for halting between two opinions. " I," said 
he, " am the only prophet of the Lord that n 
^ left, while the priests of Baal are four hundred 
^ and fifty ; let them, therefore, offer up a bul- 
" lock to the object of their worship, and I will 
*' offer another to the God of Israel ; and let 
" the deity, who testifies his acceptance of the 
'^ sacrifice by a miraculous fire, be henceforth 
** considered as the only true God." 

The people having testified their approbation 
of this proposal, Baal*s worshippers hewed their 
.sacrifice in pieces, laid it upon the altar, and 
called upoii their idol from morning till noon ; 
but receiving no answer to their clamorous pe- 
titions, and being exasperated by Elijah, Who 
told them to cry louder, for Baal was tertainly 
a great god, and would attend to them unless 
he were asleep, or engaged in more important 
business, they cut themselves with knives tiU 
the blood ran down upon the ground; and 
leaped upon the altar which they had made* 

The whole day having passed in thismanneiv 
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El^ah5 about the time of ofibring the even* 
ing^ sacrificey reared up an altar of twelve un- 
hewn stonesy and laid the wood and victim upoa 
it. He then caused a deep trench to be dug 
noad it9 and ordered the attendants to pour 
water VLpqn the sacrffice till the trench oveiflow- 
ed. This beiQg done, he addressed himself to 
God in ferv^t prayer, requesting that he would 
show himself before aJl the congregated tribe8» 
to be the aoiy^ God of the universe. His prayer 
was instantly heard; the long-eiq)ected flune 
darted suddenly from Heaven, consumed the 
.victims, the wood, and the altar, and dried up all 
the wat^r. in the trench, whUe the spectators 
una^iiniously exclaimed *^ The Lord is the only 
God." Elijah, seising the fiivourable opportu« 
luiy^tbld them to give a proof of their sincerity i 
by talung the priests of Baal to the brook Kishon* 
and putting them to deaUi for their vile and 
conspicuous imposture* The multitude readily 
obeyed this injunction, and Ahab made no ef« 
fort for the preservation of JesEebel's fkvourites* 
But on his return home he acquainted her with 
the circumstance) in consequeiK^e of which she 
vowed to take ample veng^ce on the author 
of it, sQ that Elijah was compelled to seek his 
safety in a predpitate flight* 

In Uie eighteenth year of Ahidb's reign, Sa« 
maria was invested by Benhadad, king of Syria, 
who came thither with fifty-two petty princes 
and a numerous army. The besiegers were, 
however, soon compelled to relinquish their de« 
sign.^ Next year attempting to retrieve their 
cre<tit, they were again defeated with consider- 
able loss ; and Benhadad narrowly escaped being 
taken prisoner in the city of Aphek: but upon 
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his sending a submissive message, the conqueror 
received him cordially into his chariot, brought 
him to his pavilion, entered into an amicable 
alliance, and permitted him to depart i^ithout 
ransom. One of the sons of the prophets im- 
methately came to Ahab, with his face horribly 
disfigured, and complained that a Syrian pri- 
soner, who had been committed to his custody, 
had made his escape, and himself was now in 
danger of suffering death for his neglect. The 
king, without hesitation, pronounced him guilty 
of death ; but the prophet discovering himself, 
informed him that he had passed sentence 
against his own life, and since he hadsufifered 
so powerful an enemy of Israel to go fi^ee, when 
God had delivered him into his hand, lie ,must 
abide the consequence. ^'^? , 

Shortly after these transactions Jezebel caii^ 
a Jezreelite, called Naboth, to be put to d^ith 
on a false accusation, because he had refused to 
sell a vineyard, which Ahab was desirous of 
convefting into a garden of herbs* But whilst 
the king was taking possession of the ground^ 
Elijah presented himself before him, and pre- 
dicted Uie awfol calamities which this inhuman 
murder would bring upon him and his whole 
house ; asserting that dogs should lick his blood 
on the spot where Naboth was unjustly slain ; 
that Jezebel should be devoured by dogs ; and 
all his posterity rboted.out of the earth. This 
heavy sentence had such an effect upon Ahab, 
that he immediately rent his clothes, returned 
to liis palace overwhelmed with grief, and, by 
liis unfeigned contrition, obtained a g^racious 
assurance, that the ruin of his family should not 
happen tiU after his de<;ease. • 
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. Jehosh^hat, having left the care of his king* 
^!n to his son Jehoram^ came to visit Ahab at 
Samaria, when that prince had resolved upon 
tipdng^ Ramoth-Gilead from the Syrians. Being 
asked to assist in the enterprise, he readily con- 
sented : but desired that God might be consulted 
respecting the success of the proposed expedi- 
tion. Ahab immediately caused four hundred 
prophets to be assembled at the gate of Sama- 
ria, and upon his asking the question, they all 
promised him he should prove victorious. 
Their eager assurances were not, however, sa- 
tis&ctory to the king of Judah, who begged 
that if^ there were any other prophet of the 
Lord, he might be sent for and consulted. Mi- 
caiah, the son of Imlach, was accordingly sum- 
moned to appear, though his well-known vera- 
city had rendered him odious to Ahab. He 
being acquainted with the flattering promises 
of the x>ther prophets, at first answered slightly, 
that the expedition could not fail of success ; 
but, upon the king's adjuring him to speak se- 
riously, he declared the battle would terminate 
in the defeat of the Israelites, and the death of 
Ahab ; observing, that God had suffered the 
prophets to be possessed with a lying spirit to 
£acilitate those awful events. The king was 
however so little awed by these assertions, that 
he rushed precipitately uppn his fate ; and Je- 
hoshaphat being persuaded to accompany him, 
narrowly escaped with his own life. Ahab died 
by the wound of an arrow ; and his generals, 
after sounding a retreat, carried his remains to 
the royal sepulchre in Samaria, while liis en- 
^an^ined chariot, harness, and armour, were 
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washed in a pool) and Elijah's prophecy Was veri- 
£ed in the circumstance of dogs licking his blood. 

Jehoshaphat hamg effected his escape, retum- 
ed to Jerasaleni) and endeavoured to retrieve hid 
error by a imore as^duous application to every 
thing that related to the worship of his CreatcM*) 
t>T the felicity of his subjects* 
w ^ Ahaziah, who succeeded to the throne 
^[ of his lather Ahab, happened, in the course 
of the neA year, to be so materially hurt 
by a fall, that his life was despcdred of. In this 
affliction he sent a deputation to Baalzebnb, the 
idol of Ekron, requesting to be informed respect* 
ing his recovery. The messengers set out on 
their errand : but were soon sent iSusk by the pro- 
phet Elijah, with an assurance, that since the king 
had sent to consult the deity of Ekron in con* 
tempt of the true God, he should never leave his 
bed till he was carried to the grave. A predic- 
tion which was soon accomplished in the death 
of Ahaziah. 

Jehoram, his brother, next took possession of 
the kingdom, and prevailed on Jehoshaphat to 
assist him in reducing the Moabites, who had for 
a considerable time been tributaries to Israel, 
but had revolted during the short reign of his 
idolatrous predecessor. The miraculous supply 
bf water obtuned by Elijah for the army, and 
the complete victory obtained over the rebels, 
have already appeared in their proper place* 

Jehoshaphat, towards the close of his reign, 
saw his kingdom suddenly invaded by a pn^* 
gious multitude of Ammonites, Moabites, and 
other nations, who poured in widi such nudity, 
that they had advanced within thirty-six miles 
of Jerusalem^ before their intentions were known 
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at court. In this emergency the king proclaimed 
a general fast, and implored the Divine assist- 
uice in so humble and pathetic a manner, that 
the prophet Jahaiuel was permitted to dissipate' 
his fears, by an assurance of the most signal de- 
liverance. Jehoshaphat, accordingly, marched 
out at the head of a small army, while the inva- 
ders, seized with a kind of panic frenzy, turned 
their arms against each other, and engaged with 
the utmost fury till they were all destroyed. 
Three days were now devoted to the removal 
of the spoil, and on the fourth the Israelites re- 
turned a solemn thanksgiving to Heaven, in a 
place which was afterward called the valley of 
Berakah, or blesdng. Soon after this event, Je- 
hoshaphat ended his days in peace, leaving a nu- 
merous issue under proper tutors, with appoint- 
ments sui^le to their rank* 
^ n Jehoram no sooner found himself estab- 
889. ^shed on the throne of Judah, than he 
began to overturn all the pious regula- 
tions of his father, and to bring upon himself the 
heaviest curses of the Almighty* The commence- 
ment of his reign was stained with the massacre 
of his brethren, and of all the nobles who pre- 
sumed to express their dislike of his abominable 
practices. His wife Athaliah, the impious 
daughter of Ahab, persuaded him to establish 
the' worship of Baal in all parts of the kingdom ; 
and the God of Abraham was totally disregarded. 
Judah and Israel seemed at this period but one 
kingdom, and one scene of wickedness. They 
were both governed by kings of the same name ; 
and both groaned beneath the same tyrannical 
of^xression. 

Yoh. 11. P 
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The first token of God's wr£tth i^inst the 
king of Judah lyas the final revolt of the Edom". 
ites, who had now sufficient strength to shake ofT 
the yoke, and to establish themselves under a 
king of their own choo^ng. This misfertune 
was soon after succeeded by an invasicm of the 
Philistines and Arabians, who penetrated to the 
capital of Judea, and carried off an inunense 
spoil, together with Jehoram's wives, and all his 
sons except the youngest. The king was after- 
ward afflicted with an incurable disease in his 
bowels, which conthiued two years, and then put 
a period to his life in the most shockii^ manner, 
as Elijah had foretold in a letter some time be- 
fore his assumption. 

The prophet Elisha was in the mean time 
working wonders among the Israelites. He per-^ 
formed a miraculous cure upon Naaman, the Sy- 
rian general, and discovered all the secret de-> 
signs of Benbadad to Jefaoram, till the former 
advanced with a numerous host against Samaria, 
and besieged it so closely, that the inhabitants 
were reduced to the utmost Extremities. How 
long the siege continued cannot be easiljr as- 
certsdned, but such were the effects of the &- 
mine occasioned by it, that an ass's head was sold 
for eighty pieces of silver, and the women were 
driven to the horrid necessity of eating their own 
children. At length, however, the Almighty 
vouchsafed to terminate these calamities, by 
causing a sudden alarm in the enemy's camp, 
and compelling the forces to flee with such pre- 
cipitation, that they left thdr tents, provision, 
hoi'ses, and riches, for a spoil to the Israelites, 
whose wants were then so abundentiy supplied. 
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fiiat a measHTe of fine flower was sold for one . 
riiodcelf and other articles in proportion, at the 
gate of Samaria* 

' Some time after this unexpected deliverance, 
Jehoram, having heard of Benhadad's assassina- 
tion, and the usurpation of Hazael, resolved to 
lead an army against Ramoth-Gitead, which his 
£ather had in vain attempted to reduce. He pre- 
vailed on Ahaztah, ^ing of Jiidah, to accompany 
him in the expedition, and actually succeeded in 
Ms design upon the city; but. he was so despe- 
rately wounded in the attack, that he was com* 
pell^ to return to Jea-eel, while Ahaaah has- 
tened back to Jerusalem, and Jehu was left to 
secure the place with a competent body of troops* 
Elisha in the mean time commissioned one of 
the young prophets to anoint Jehu privately, and 
to tell him that God had exalted him to the king- 
dom of Israel, for the express purpose of execut- 
ing the Divine vengeance against the impious 
family of Ahab. Jehu, being acquainted with this 
Important secret, rode with all speed to Jezreel at 
the head of his men ; and slew Jehoram at the 
vineyartl, for which Naboth had lost his life. 
Aha2dah, who had come to visit the king of Is- 
rael, was also mortally wounded, and the iniqui- 
tous Jezebel was thrown from a window in the 
palace, trampled under foot by the cavalry, and 
afterward devoured by dogs. 

Elijah's predictions being thus partly accom- 
plished, Jehu sent letters to the chief magistrates 
of Samaria, who were intrusted with the educa- 
tibfa of AKab's seventy sons, exhorting them to 
set one of their princes upon the throne, and fight 
valiantly for the confirmation of his authority : 
but they clearly perceived the true meaning of 
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the messagei and immediately resolved to avoid 
the effects of Jehu's vengeance by a voluntary 
submission. < Upon the intimation of this design, 
he commanded them to put all the young princes 
to death, and to send their heads to him in baskets 
by the next morning. This sanguinary order 
was executed without hesitation, and Jehu caused 
the horrid present to be exposed to public vieifv at 
the Gate of Jezreel, where he appeared to justify 
his proceeding, by reminding the people of the 
Divine sentence pronojanced agsdnst Ahab's pos- 
terity. 

Jehu having taken ample vengeance on various 
other persons of Ahab's kindred, together with 
the idolatrous priests and counsellors, departed 
from Jezreel towards Samaria, and in his way 
met with forty-two princes of the house of Judah^ 
going to pay a visit to those of the house of Ahab» 
whom he immediately caused to be slain. After 
this massacre he invited Jehonadab, the son of 
Rechab, to accompany him to Samaria, that he 
might see his zeal against the worshippers of 
Baal. 

On his arrival at the capital, Jehu caused a so- 
lemn feast to be proclaimed in honour of Baal, 
and. ordered all the votaries of that deity to as- 
semble on pain of death. But the temple was 
no sooner filled, than he sent in a detachment of 
troops, who cut the idolaters in pieces without 
mercy or distinction ; after which the building 
was deraolishedj jind all the idols and ornaments 
buried. 

g -. The Almighty being pleased with this 

Bse, zealous obedience, sent to assure the new 

monarch, that his posterity shcMild enjoy 

the kingdom of Israel to the fourth generation* 
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But Tefiti niiprudetitlf fbliowcd tiie pdldca of 
J«r0boam, tud suffered the goldoi calves of D*n 
and Bethel to remain tintnolested f so that hlb 
ti»{;fl Iras embittered by aeveral melaiicholy ac- 
cidents, among which may be reckoned the lees 
of several ^ntier towns, and a ctael massacre 
#f his subje<>taby Hatsad, king^Syria. He <^d 
In the txnenty^eight^ yetfr of his ro|fn, and was 
buried in Samaria. 

' At the period cf Jehu*8 most laudable and 
'ae^K8.e5tertlom»in^bc^wlf<rf' the Jewish religioav 
Al&all^ used her titlnosl endeavours to banish 
^be worship of Cod from Judea* The death df 
her son Ahaciah, and 6f forty '-two princes of hb 
iitnily, induced her to wreak her vengeance on 
y^e sad remains of the house of Judah. But the 
l&fi&t prince Joash was hi^psly screehed firom^ 
-her cmdty, and te^ngbt op in the temple by 
leholda, tiie high priest, ^11 he was seven years^ 
old, when a sitdden revctotiim termmated the 
oppressions of the people, and ndsedhim to the 
throne of his sncestors* 

During the lift of Jehoida, the young kin^ elL- 
-ph&ssed an i,ffic6milion msA fat the worship of 
Crod ; but that excelfem pontilT had no sooner 
Ibv^eathed his last, than thelungdom waspoHuted 
With ftiesh liMatHes, and new alcasa were erected 
in 4^t^ry pai^ o^ the metropolis* This ungrate* 
M apokaey was howe^r severely punished, aa. 
the Sf rieU king committed some dreadful ou^ 
^gea in jtidea $ imd Joash was assassinated 1^^ 
Into oWd servants du#kig a fit of . skkness/ 
' ^ Hk son Afhaddali succeeded him in the 
^3^' twenty-fifth yeat of his age, by which 

• time lehoahaa^ had lefk the kingdom of 
lsta€l'teliiss<m Joash. The young king of Ji»p 
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dah caused the murderers of his fcther to be put 
to death, and began his reign witli everjr appear- 
ance of piety ; but hb signal victory over the 
Edomites pufiRed hiiaup with pride, and his suh^ 
sequent idohitries were punished with disgrace^ 
ci^vity, and death*. His body was carried 
from Lachish (the scene of his assassinaticHi) t^ 
Jerusalem for interment, and the crown devc^ved 
on his son Azariah. 

jg ^ During the last yeaes of this ceigi)} Je- 
325.' roboam the second seemed ordained bf 
Beaven to. restore the kingdom of Israel 
* to its original grandeur*. Hi& long reign gave 
him time to execute that noble work, ta which 
he was encouraged by his contemporaries, th^ 
prophets Jonah and Hosea^. He took the Syrian 
cajntal, Damascus, and Hamath, with all thenr 
territories on both sides the Jordan ; but the /far- 
ticuSav of these conquests are unknown* He died 
in. the forty-first year of his reign, and was. buried 
with his ancestors in Samaria* 
^ ^ Zechariah, the g^eat-grand son of Jehuy 
^^ succeeded to the throne of his Either Je- 
roboam; thus fiilfiHii^ the Diyip^ prd- 
mise^ that the kingdom should be gove^i^d by 
his fimiily to the foui*th genersition. B^t fronou 
this time the reader may date the dqiii^&l oC 
Isi^l, as the subsequent history is replefe with 
treasons, murders, anarchy> ai^ desolati^* Ze-^ 
^hariah had scarcely enjctyed khe regal dignity 
six^onths before he was pulfkly slain by one 
of his own domestics, who ^^^d the vacant 
throiie, but at the expjbrdtion^p^thirty days was. 
himseU^ massacred by Menaheni in. Samaria* 

M^iahem, having assun^ the ensigns of roy^ 
alty^ committed the most horrid cruehies oqi thc^ 
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inhabitants of Tirzah, a city in the tribe of 
Ephraim, who had refused to open their gates 
to his forces* He was soon after invaded' by 
Pul, king of Assyria, and compelled to obtain a 
dishonourable peace at the price of one* thousand 
talents of silver* The eleven remaining years of 
his life appear to have been spent in peace ; and 
his son Pekahiah succeeded to the crown. 

Judah in the meaa time enj(^ed a series of 
blessings befteath the excellent administration of 
Azariah, whose piety, conquests, arrangements^ 
and institutions, overwhelmed his enemies with 
confusion, and raised his subjects to the summit 
of aS^uence and felicity. Yet this renowned 
prince forfeited all his honours by attempting to 
kifringe upon the sacerdotal ofHce, and to bura 
incence upon the sacred altar. This rash actioa 
was strongly opposed by the high priest, at the 
head of eighty other zealous persons ; but the 
kifatuated king would not listen to their remon- 
strances, till he felt himself smitten with a le- 
prosy for his presumption* He then hastened 
out of the city i rescued the sceptre to his son 
Jotham » and resided in a solitary house till the 
sixty-ei^th year of his age, when he died, and 
was buried iti a tomb adjoining that of his an- 
cestors. 

Pekahiah, the successor of Menahem, \yas 
assassinated, two years after his coronation, by 
Pekab} one of his generals, who ascended the 
throne about a year before Jotliam was investeit 
with the regal dignity in Judah. The characters of 
■these monarchs were opposite^ and their success 
consequently different. Pekah, by his ' wicked- 
ness entailed misery upon his subjects, and was. 
himself punished with a violent death i whereas 
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Jotfaam triamphed over his enemies^ beaudfieft* 
.the temple, fortified liis metropolis, and, at 
last, (fied in the possession of his people's warm 
aflection. 

Ahazwas no sooner seated on the throne, thsA 
his impieties provoked the Ahnight^ to piinisfh 
him with an invasion- by (}ie conS>tned foztres oT 
• Israel and Syria. This drcumstiuice threw him 
into the utmost consternation) and he appears to* 
have expected no leso than the total dissolution 
c^ the Jewish monarchy* He was however de- 
livered from this calamity, accorcting to the pre- 
diction of Isaiah ; but his idolatries were sa< 
numerous, and his actions so inconsistent with 
those of his deceased father, that God was^- 
pleased to leave him to the mercy of his formi- 
dable enemies* The king of Syria, in order to* 
recompense himself for his lost time at Jerusa- 
lem, recovered the seaport of Elath, expelled 
the Jewish inhabitants, and peopled it with his- 
own subjects, and the Israelitish monarch had. 
slaughtered one hundred and twenty thousand, 
subjects of Ahaz, and taken two hundred thou- 
sand captives, when the prophet Obed prevailed 
on him to dismiss the prisoners with some tokens, 
of humanity »^ 

The Edomites and Philistines, embracing this- 
favourable opportunity, invaded other parts of 
Judea; cacried off many of the inhabitants;, 
^uid recovered several towns of importande. In 
this extremity Ahaz applied to the king of As« 
Syria for succours, and that monarch, being, 
bribed with costly gifts^ ^reed to make a diver- 
sion in his favour against Syria. Having YaU^ 
quished Rezin and seized upon his capital, Tig- 
lath-Pileser received a visit frotia' hi» Jel^ish allfi 
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who was so much pleased with a heathenish 
altar at Damascus^ that he procured a model of 
it, and, on his return to Jerusalem, caused a 
similar one to be erected in Solomon's temple. 
Ahaz offered sacrifices ttoth there and in various 
parts of the city to the Syrian deities, till his 
death put a stop to those flagrant impieties, in 
the thirty-sixth year of his age and the sixteenth 
of his reign. 

The political state of Israel was in no case 
more felicitous than that of Judah, as the reiFo- 
lution at the death of Pekah occasioned a kind of 
anarchy, that continued almost nine years, dur- 
ing which Hosea, the regicide, found it a diffi- 
cult task to retain the dtaidem ; but at the expi- 
ration of that time he began to reign more 
peaceably. 

g ^ Hezekiah, on his accession to the go* 
^^' vemment, clearly perceived the source 
of Judah's calamities, and immediately 
exerted himself to remedy the growing evil. He 
accordingly c^ned the tempfe, which his ini- 
quitous predecessor had caused to be shut ; and 
repaired thither at the head of his nobles, to 
make suitable offerings fi>r the sins of the nation* 
He then sent circular letters throughout the coun- 
try, inviting his subjects of every description to 
present themselves before the Alnughty at the 
ensuing celebration of the Passover ; and pathe**^ 
tically representing to the idolatrous Israelites 
the benefits which would infallibly result from 
their joining the great congregation at that so- 
lemn festival. 

Such laudable conduct in die sovereign, soon 
produced a visible effect on the populace, who 
demolished every idolatrous monument that h^ 
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been reared in Jerusalem, and thcmmghly purged 
their metropolis before the appointed festival* 
The circular letter had so good an effect, that 
the city was crowded with people, not only from 
different parts of the kingdom, but also {rom the 
division of the Israelites. The solemnity itself 
increased the public zeal, and all the reli<^ of 
heathenish wor^ip were treated with such con- 
tempt, that even the brazen serpent set up by- 
Moses in the wilderness was broken in pieces, 
because incense had been formerly offered to 
it by the self deluded idolaters. 

Hezekiah, having effected this great reforma- 
tion, and provided for the maintenance of the 
priests, levites, and musicians^ according^ to the 
law of MoseS) was blessed by Pro^dence *with 
such success, that he soon found himself in a 
capacity to attack the JPhilistines, ^d actually 
wrested from them all they had acquired duiing 
the reign of Aha£. 

Hoshea was, about the same time, employed 
in contriving the deliverance of lus kingdom 
Irom the Assyrian bondage. But his measures 
were all frustrated by the policy of Shalihane- 
ser, who secured the land of Moab, ravaged 
that of Israel, and closely besieged Samaria^ for 
the space of three years, when it was reduced, 
and ail the kingdom f<Mx:ed to submit to his vic- 
torious arms. 

g ^ Having levelled the metropolis with 
^j ' the ground, exercised the most inhuman 
cruelties upon the wretched inhabitants, 
and laid waste all the country, the invaders re- 
turned home richly laden with plunder, and ac- 
companied by the ill-fated king and a great 
t^umber of his subjects^ who acknowledged too 
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late the justice of an offended God, and the' 
melancholy eHects *of their disobedience. Such 
was the awfid dissolution of the Israelitish king- 
dom, after it had existed two hundred and fifty <> 
four years independent of Judah* 
2 ^ Hezekiah} by refusing to pay the in* 

713. hute which the Assyrians had extorted 
from his predecessors, drew upon him* 
Belf so powerful an invasion, that he was com- 
pelled to apc^ogtse for his rash conduct, and to 
promise due submission for the future* A mes- 
sage of this nature, accompanied with a profo* 
bion of costly presents, appeased Sennacherib 
so efiectuaJUy that he immediately withdrew his 
forces upon condition of receiving an annual 
tribute of thirty talents of gdd and three hun« 
dred of silver. This deariy purchased respite 
was, however, of sl\Qit duration, as the trea- 
cherous Assyrian senl his army» in a little time, 
against Jerusalem, under the command of Rab- 
saris, Tartan, and Rabshakeh. 

In this emergency Hezekiah resolved to make 
the best preparation for a gallant defence. He 
accordingly fortified the city; laid in a good, 
store of arms mi proviuon ; and caused all the 
fountains in the environs to be stopped, and the 
course of the brook Gihon to be turned another 
way, th(it the enemy might be distressed as 
much as possible for want of water. He then 
assembled all his chief officers, and earnestly ex- 

* Many of the captives escaped into the kingdom of 
Judah, where they renounced their idolatrous practices, 
and became the subjects of Hezekiah ; others fled for sue* 
eour into Egypt ; and a third division was sent by the 
Assyrians fvom Cuthah, to repeoplc the land of Israel, 
andtihese were called Catbcana. 
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hortedthem to relf upon God fop d^liveituafcer-* 
without suffering themselves to be dismayed at ' 
the number OP strength of the besiegers. ' 

The king, being seized with a dangerous dis- 
order, was e^orted by the prophet Isdah to set 
his affairs in order previous to his approaching 
dissolution* But this awful warning was so un- 
grateful to the royal invalid, that instead of com- 
plying with it, he addressed himself in the most 
patb^oterfBS to* God, earnestly requesting that 
his life might be prolonged; till at length the 
Almighty sc»t back the i»ophet with an assur- 
ance, tint he flbould- survive his illness fifteen- 
years, and that he diould soon be delivered from 
his formidable enemies. As a confirmation of 
these gracious promisei^ the sun's shadow went 
backwards ten degrees upon the dial of Ahaz, 
and in the course of three days Hezekiah was 
happily restored to health. 

TbG Assyrian generals now presented them^ 
selves before the walls of Jerusalem, and de^ 
manded a parley. Hezekiah, accordingly, ap- 
peared on the battlements attended by a pro- 
• digious concourse of people, and Rabshakeh 
addressed them in an insolent manner, uttering 
the' most- opprobious language against the kingj 
and even against the God of Israel, and threat- 
ening to reduce the kingdom to the most pi^ 
tiable condition, unless they chose to avert tJie 
impending .danger by voluntarily becoming the 
piisoners of Sennacherib. This haughty ad- 
dress was succeeded by a deep silence ; but the 
invadere were immediately compelled to inarch 
into their own country, to defend their niaster's 
territories against the king of Ethiopia* . . 

The fears of the people however were by no 
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ntaa\a cafaned^ 's^Sestaacbttibj previoos to hm 

dqwrtiire from Lachish, sent a letter to Hcatfciahf 

Msmring^ hioa, that if he: stiU persisted in his re- 

fiifial c^ submitting to oaptivityi he would toon 

R^am with double fury against him, and nakt 

hhn fcpent his vain confidence in a God, who 

would moat assuredly prove as impotent agunit 

his resistless power, as those of varkras other 

nationa had hitherto proved. 

- The king had no sooner perused this imfnous 

epistle, than he went up to the temf^e, and spread 

it before bis Creator, earnestly praying that he 

iroold fulfil his recent promise, and vindicate his 

iHmoiir against the blasphemous wretoh, who had 

dared to class his adoraUe name with those of 

the heathen idols^ To these petitions the prophet 

Isaiah replied by inspiration, that the Assjrrians 

would c^tainiy come against the city, but that 

God would espouse the cause of his people, and 

conipel the insulting foe to redre with loss and 

disgrace to his own land, where he should perish 

by the sword. 

. Sennacherib soon returned to execute his 
threats upon the citizens of Jerusalem; but, 
before he had opened a single trench, or dis* 
eharged an arrow agiunst them, a hundred and 
eighty-five thousand of his soldiers were cut off 
in one night by a destroying angeh A judgment 
which induced the haughty monarch to hasten 
back to his own capital, where he was murdered 
soon after by two of his sons; 

This wonderful deliverance, on behalf of Judah, 
transported Hezekiah beyond the bounds of pfru- 
dence,' and induced him to make an ostentatious 
(Bsplay of his wealth before the Babylonish ambas« 
sadors, whom Merodach had sent to ccngratulat:; 
Vol. IL Q 
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him on his recoveiyi and to inqalre, pirdciihtfifi 
. coBcenung the prodigy of the sun's retn>greiS8ion« 
This impolitic action was succeeded, by a mes8i^;e 
fiom God) importing, that those very i^en, who 
had been now entertained y/fith the sight of sM 
hiB wealth and grandeur, sbcMild in 9, i^ort tune 
Tetom to launder the kingdom of all its orQa?- 
ments, and even cany away some of the royal 
fiunily^ as captives, to their master. A denuiw 
Giatiian which cdkmeted the king soiuSy of hia 
<Sitor, that he acknowledged the mefcy of Heain^r 
in permitting htm to die in peace. 

After a [XQUs and equitable reign of twenty- 
nine years, Heaekiah expired in the fifty •fourth 
year of his age, and was buried with extraor- 
dinkry pcMnp In the grandest sepulchre of the 
sops of David* 

Manasseh, his son and successor, was 
698 ^^ twelve yeaiB old when he ascended the 
throne, and from his unfortunate acces- 
sion we may date the down£ad of the kingdom 
and religion. Whether he were naturally vicious^ 
or deluded by the artifices of pro^gate coun- 
sellors, cannot now be easily determin^ ; but his 
diabolkal actions, and horrid sacrilege, exceeded 
those of his most wicked predecesscH^ and he is 
justly delineated in history as one of the most 
infiunous and sanguinary tyrants, that ever dis- 
honoured the titles of royalty. Not contented 
with worshipping Baal, erecting altars to the sun, 
moon, and stars, and encouragkig his subjects to 
sacrifice their harmless in&nts to the idol Moloch, 
he introduced the vilest idolatries into the temple,' 
and a^ n^ a graven image in the most holy place : 
as if he desired to drive the God of Abraham 
irom his habitation, and to disclaim all the' 
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Mes»aoBg% that had been proniised to humble and 
^ibecUlent worshippers* 

- SeveiQir of the prophets undertook to reprov^ 
^ese abominaUe crimes, and boldljr asserted, 
that both king and people would be ^^i^Kwtised 
:¥Fith the most exemplary rigour ; but their pfe- 
^kttonst €m\y served to exasperate Manaaseh 
iagainst them, and induced him to add the most 
k&moas^ cfuel^sto his former wickedneiA/> As 
«iany«is. presumed to express the- siightest dis- 
content tuider ^liis gOTemment, were instantly 
^^#MiBed"t(r ibaith >r <Uid Jbmsalem- was :titerally 
')d^li^ed with> the mingled < blood of pldt^i^ 
^^tSbsts, aadnoiiiea^tUI'Prdridencepiita^stap tt» 
-hi4 't3ritilii^al]H^o«eefiings,'b7*deliMi^ 
^e hands of the Assyriomit^wholdaded. him with 
^t&^BS, stfvd cafried him toBabflon,wl»ie4ie.waa 
-thrown into a dungeon/by order oC Etee-Hadiicm* 
itftygt.of Assyria, wh&^ had HMHoe^ jearv* befcffe^ < 
•^litdfMSd posciessibmof Bs^ylW^ "vsa now 
Wl^ in'onapch over both empti^.. > - ' ^ 
'^ This n^aneh^y rev^erse. of ^eituiie pfodueed 
a genuine repentance in the breast of -the km^ 0f 
^s^ahv whose heait^ren^ng sighs, and earnest 
-Silpplicalaons for merey, obtain^ a- ' hiEq[»py . de^ 
instance frobft that God who ^^delighteth n(]« in 
^h dcdthof & ■^mer/'/ How tong his im|N9SQii-^ 
-fMhtcohlittiKd, and by ;1fhat means his fnsedotti 
%d^<dbtiUhed, aret|ow unkno^rn $« but it appears, 
^^ from the greatest ainner he became the most 
littmble Jieliitcintj and oile of the best of mo> 
^archs* ". 

Oh his return t<^bi8 melropolis he exerted hin»^ 
•ieff to remove all cause of" complaiat from hjs 
%lH)jects, by cleansing the temple, re^itoring ^h 
^ncififit sendee, fortifyii)^ the city^- and de- 
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inollshiag the idols, groves, ^ind altars, whtch he 
had reared in open defiance to the divine law. 
Havmg effisded this, needful refomroitiony he en- 
Joyed the f^;al dignity thirty-three years after his- 
emancipation from captivity, «ad d^ed peaceably 
in the »xty-sev;enth year of hks age. Hiarenuuns 
upere intemd in his own garden, probably by hia 
commandi as his former atrocities, had rend(»«d 
him unworthy of the sepulchre of his ancestora. 
^ ^ At the accession of Amon, the worship 
^^ ' of Ood waa performed with its pristioc 
spk^dour and purity, ^d the generaiitj 
of the people had triumphed overthje demolitkmc^ 
Ihcir senseless idols ; but so infatuated was .this 
yotmg prince, that he gave himself up to aH the 
.gross impieties of the heathen, and e^cjiibitedsome 
.eonviiK^iog {^coofa, that he designed to surpass the 
..eap(y deiMjOCheries of his &ther; on which aCr 
count some oChia chief officers assassinated him 
m the palace, before he.ha^ reigned ^wo yesLfs. 
The citizens, however, rose in arms to revenge 
ti» murder^ and bestowed the crown upoti hia 
9011 Josiah. - 

The universal depravity, which had overran the 
kingdom during the short reign of Amon, rer 

3 [tared no less than a miracle to reform it, whesi 
osiah, who was but eight years <4d, took the 
reigns of government* But as he had been pro- 
mised, above three hundred y eftrs before, to work 
^ a greater reformation than had been ever effected 
Jn the land, tlie most sanguine expectations w^re 
conceived by the true worshij^rs of God respectr 
ingthe effects of his administration. 
g Having advised with his {hous counset 

^Ij * tors concerning his gveat ; design, and the 
most prudent method <^ aecompUshi^ i^ 
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fifr issttedoot orders m the sixteenth year of hk 
. ^^%^9 for the destruction of ail idols^ and the pol- 
. kition of an places, where hisr ddudedsubjecti had 
'^offired incense contrary to the iaw of Moses* 
The graven images, altars, and other objects of 
superstitian, were accordingly burnt to ashes oi^ 
thrown into t^ river Kidron: the groves and 
high-places were strewed with dead men*s bones ; 
. and ail the priestis who had assisted at any uplaw- 
. ^ ceremony 9- were for ever excluded from their 
firmer functiofis and privileges* The king h^- 
mg mtnessed the execntion of his (uxlers in Je- 
rusalem, repaired to the Moimt of Olives^ where 
he demolished the altars that had been erected by 
his predecessors, together with those in the valley 
of Hinnom* Thence he proceeded to Bethel, 
and destroyed the golden calf^ which Jeroboam, 
|lie first khig of Israel had^ set up. In short, he 
maade a circuit through both kingdoms, and return- 
ed to his metropolis with the satisfaction of hav« 
ing thoroughly purged them from every kind of 
^ Amcleaxiaessr 

He thai exerted himsetf to repah*, in the most 
eitp^tiousihanner,«the dib^dations of the tem- 
ple ', commanded the celebration of the Passover 
t0 be observed with the utmost solemnity ; expelK 
pd all wizards and necromancers from his domi- 
nions ; instituted' courts of judicature in every csosi^ 
yenient place; and strictly charged the magisi^ 
tr^tes, priests, and Levites, to enforce obedience 
to the divine laws, both by precept andexampiCfr 
' Josiah had swayed the sceptre over Judah thiF- 
If 'One years in profound peaces -when Ftian^Qb* 
^eho advanced against the Babylonians^ asiar 
as tbe city of Carchemish upon the Euphrates.^ 
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The;, king immediately assembled a powerfiilarmy^i 
and marclied to the valley of Megiddo. Here the 
Egyptian endeavoured to dissiiade him from his 
rash enterprise, by disclaiming the idea of 90m-* . 
mitting any hostilities on the Jews ; but josiah^ 
unmindful of his remofistrances» immediately: 
commenced an attack, and received a wound, of . 
\rhich he died at Jenisalem in the thirty-ninth, 
year of his age» 

Jehoatuu^ the youngest son of Jo^ah, being 
exalted to the throne by a powerfiil £ftction, began 
to give such early proofs of his inkpiitous inten- 
tIons> that the prophet Jeremiah was sent to warn 
him of an awfid chastisement, w^ich would as- 
suredly follow his contiD^uance in impiety. This 
timely intimationvhoweyer, was tptally disregard* 
ed> and the thoughtless prince persisted in hia 
folly, dll Pharaoh*Necho dethroned, him^ in the 
third month oihis reign ; and having transferred 
the sceptre to his elder brother, on condition of • 
receiving an annual tr&ute, carried himiatq 
Egypt, where he ended his days,' according to thq 
.j(>re4^ciUon of Jeoemiah. 

-"^^^I^, signal proof of divine displf|sure did not 
det^ Jehoiakim from treading in the steps of his 
unfoitunate brother, or the people from imitaimg < 
his reprehensible conduct* Jeremiah wasthere-« 
foi*e commissioned to denounce the most severe 
judgments against the kingdom, unless they im- 
mediately acknowledged and refonncd their abo** 
xninable practices* But instead of profiting bjt 
his counsel, the ill-judging multitude seized him 
as a sower of sedition, and one who was guilty of 
death. This malicious accusation, hoArever/was 
set aside by the nobles ; and the prophet fwDda 
powerful patron in AhSkasny the son ofShaphan, 
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vb^ had tatBOtdj been in great autliDiitf Q&der 
Josiidi« 

four years afkr this traasactioa the Babf loiush 
c^tivity was foretold by Jeremiah ; who also com- 
mliixied Baruk to write from Iris mouth the tenour 
of Ood's- threatenings agunst his impeniteot peo» 
pie, and to read them publkly in the temple on a 
solemn &st* Baruk obeyed; and some of the 
courtiers having taken the, roll from him, carried 
it jto the king ; who no sooner understood the na- 
ture of its contents, than he flung it into the fire* 
The prophet was then commanded to write the 
same denunciations again, .and Jehoiakim's im- 
piety was punished soon afiterwards^ by the am* 
val of the Babylonish army. 

Nebuchadnezzsr, having defeated the king of 
£.gypt at Corchemishf marched dir^tly s^ainst 
Jerusalem, which was soon reduced by his vicUv^ 
rious arms. The temple was immediately despoil* 
ed of its richest ornaments; the royal palace was 
rifled ; the most hopeful young princes wene des< 
tined to. serve at. Babylon in the capacity of 
eunuchs ; and all the choicest youths of the city 
were carried i»ta captivity. Jehmakim was per* 
xmtted.to retnainas a kind of viceroy over his own 
kingdom, in consequ^ice of his submission and - 
promise of a yearly tribute. But at the expiration 
of three years he renounced his engagements, and 
drew upon himself the heaviest effects of Nebu* 
chadnezzar*s resentment.. Judea was immedi- 
ately overiun by hostile troc^ ; upwards- of tliree 
thousand inhabitants were mftde prisoners ; and 
Je^iakim's murdered body was left unburied 
c the gates of the capiud. 
i>iachin next assumed the crown of ^^c. 
but his actions were so displeasing : 599.* 
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lo \ht Almighty, that his gov^mment was cat off' 
ill its very beginning. He had not reigned thn^ 
iiaonths before he wa» alarmed t^ the approach of 
Nebuchadnezzar, who sent him and his whole 
court captive to Babylon ; stripped the temple^ 
pidace, and treasury, the second time p and set, 
Zetlekiah upon die throne, after compelling him* 
to pnnnise a certain tribute, and to take an oathr 
of ferity .^ 

* This new monarch, who was the son of Jbsiafir. 
aind uncle to Jehoiachin, proved as unmindful ^ 
the. recent judgments, and as irreligious as anjF 
of his predecessors. He, however, retained pc^« . 
session of his kingdom some years by his regulair' 
payment of the stipulated tribute; during^whicfc 
time he received embassies from the kings o^ 
Moab, Ammon, Edom, Tyre, and Sidon. But^ 
he was at length persuaded to shake off the Baby^ 
lonish yoke, and, by that means, hastened the^ 
total destruction of Jerusalem ; as Nebuchad>^ 
nezzar immediately advanced at the head of a 
n(ini4»t>us army, wasted the country, seized upoti 
the most important fortresses, and laid close siege 
to the metropolis. - . 

Zedckiah now perceived the fatal consequence 
of his rash enterprise, and sent to consult th<r 
prophet Jeremiah, whose counsel he had hitherto 
slighted ; but the approach of Pharaoh^Hophraj 
compelling the invaclers to raise the siege, hcJ^ 
began to suppose the danger was past. Thii 
mistaken opinion, however, was soon confuted^ 
by the return of Nebuchadnezzar, and the sub* 
sequent scarcity of provision. During this last 
siege, Jeremiah earnestly exhorted the king to 
avert the impiending ruin by timely submission f 
hut, instead of adopting this expedient, he at* 
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tempted to make his escape by night, and was 
. taken by the enemy, together with his guar^ 
and nobles. Nebuchadnezzar glutted his revenge 
upon the ill &ted prince, by causing his children 
to be massacred before him, and then ordering 
his eyes to be put out, ^hat no object might 
oWiterate the impression of that terrific scene ; 
and soon after ' this calamity he was sent to 
Babylon, where he died in close confinement* 

The Jewish capital, after holding out for ^ ^ 
two years and a half against the most stre- 5^! 
nuoos exerdons of the besiegers, and the 
sad effects of a grievous famine, was at length 
entered by the Chaldeans on Uie 11th of the 
€>drth month, answering to our 37th of July, in 
the year of the world 3416. The city was im- 
mediately pillaged of all its treasure ; the sump* 
tutms edifice, erected to the God of Israel, was 
redueed to ashes ; the fortifications were utterly 
demolished ; and the greater part of the buildings 
levelled with the ground: while the unhappy 
Jews were led in triumph to Babylon, except 
some few of the lower order, \iho were left to 
cultivate the land. The prophet Jeremiah, how- 
ever, procured his liberty, and was permitted t» 
remde with Gedaliah, whoip Nebuchadnezzar hiMl 
lef^ a$ governor over the miserable remnant of 
Judah* 

Such was the melanch<4y catastraphe of the 
Jewish monarchy, after it had stood three 
hundved and eighty-eight years from the revolt 
of the ten tribes ; and one hundred and thirty- 
four ftt)m the excision of the IsrafcUtish coirx- 
monwealth. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS^ FROM THEIR 
RETURN FROM THE BABYLONISH CAFTI^ 
VITY, TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSA^ 
LEM BY TITUS VESPASIAN. 



SECT. U 



From the.JRtturn mUqf Bahyfpi to thej>(Q^of 

,1 c TP^^ Jei^ hating cejmained ^eyenty 
^' JL yc«.rs in captivity> acoQrding to, the 
pnediction of Jemniah, were at tengtli 
'perBQittedt by the cleci?ee of Cyrus, to. return, to 
|heir native land, and to rdiuild that sacred edi&ce 
'Whkh had been ever regarded as .the inutiediate 
l»b|Ution of God, till reiterated d^meis pmroked 
|as yengeanccy and induced himtoleaye itde» 
feoceiets to the enemy* . ' 

'. The king's edict .waa ho .sooner made, public 
than the chiefs of Judah and Benjamin, together 
arith the priests and JLeyttea, asaeihbksd, ttx o^er 
lo revisit their beloved tJotuitry. ' . Their example 
.vas imitated by all* those who had a «3d 

* It must be observed, that the men of Urad and ^^ 
dab. were blended together, from this time^ under the 
name of yem$t as many persons of the te'ii tribes took 
this oppoAunity of returning to the land of theur fore- 
&then. 
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•&r'ihe God of Israel ; and even tKose who pre- 
ferred a residence in Babylon to the purposed re* 
moval, cheerfully furnished their brethren with 
such articles as were requisite either for their 
journey, or for the building of the temple and 
^ty. 

The Bumber of those who retunied, under the 
-conduct of Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest, 
amounted to forty-two thousand three hundred 
and sixty, beside their servants of both sexes^ 
"who were in all, seven thousand three hundred 
"and thirty-seven. Mention is also made of two 
liundred men and women singers, fbur hundred 
and thirty-five camels, se\r^n hundred and thirty- 
six horses, two hundred and forty-five mules^ 
and six thousand seven hundred asses. ^ 

By this account the reader may see how small 
the number was of those who returned, in com- 
parison of those who chose to continue in Babylon. 
Even of the priests only four classes returned; 
^t these, immediately after their arrival, sub- 
divided themselves in such a manner as to make 
up the original number of twenty-four. The 
Levites, singers, and other officers of the temple, 
took up their abode in or near Jerusalem, that 
they might wait on the service of their God, by 
rearing up his altar, and preparing all things 
against the first solemnity ; while the rest of the 
people were occupied in planning their future 
habitations, or in searching for such of their 
brethren as Nebuchadnezzar had left in the cir- 
cumjacent country. 

On the first day of the month Tishri, the new 
year was proclaimed by the sound of the trumpet ; 
the 10th of the same month was the grand fast 
of expiation ; and the 1 5th ushered in the feast 
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id tabtmacksj which was . cekbrs^d with thr • 
usual solemnities* 

It was now unanimously resolved to con^menc^ 
the important task of rebuilding the ten^e.: a - 
voluntary contribution, thereforei was made by 
each individual according to his ability ; timber 
was procured, and workmen hired, to execute 
the design with all possible dispatch* 
^ ^ In the second month of the> foUowing^ 
534. y^^^ ^^ foundation was laid with great 
s(4emnity in the presence of the go- 
vernor, the high priest, and all the congre|;atioa ; 
while the air resounded with vocal and instru- 
mental music, and th^^ contemplation of God's 
raetx:y produced loud and frequenjt acclamations, 
'these expressions of rapturous delight, how-, 
ever, were by no means general ; as many of the 
priests and Levites, who had seen the sumptuous ^ 
temple that was destroyed with their unhappy 
city, could not forbear uttering the most sorrow- 
ful lamentations, while they considered the in- 
feriority of the present plan. 

The Samaritans, 'Whom Esar-Haddon, king of 
Assyria, sent from Cuthath to repeople the 
country from which he had carried the ten 
tribes of Israel, now tendered their assistance to- 
wards the completion of the new building. But 
when the Jews declined their proposal, alleging 
that it would be a dishonour to their nation, to 
admit strangers to a participation of their worit ; 
these pretended friends were suddenly changed 
into the most implacable enemies, and eagerly 
embraced • every opportunity of vilifying and 
distressing their new neighbours. 

In consequence of their malicious suggestions, 
the Jews were represented to Gyms as a rebellious 
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nalieh yrho wqaid soon establish an ^inde])endent 
monarchy 9 and shake off their allegiance to his 
ctown^ unless forbidden to proceed with their 
biulding* The work was accordingly stopped, 
in a great measure^ during the remaining five 
years of Cyrus's life^ and the reign of his 
successor. 

On the decease of Cambyses^ and the accession 
of' one of the Magi, these accwations were re- 
newed, and a decree was ..granted to put a toicd 
stop to the work, vrhich had been hitherto 
slowly, carried on, amidst various insults and 
obstructions^ and when this decree was rendered 
Toidbythe death of the usurper, the. Jews were 
so e&ctually discouraged, that they did not 
evince the least desire to resume their enterprise, 
till a great dearth was sent upon their land as a 
punishment for their indolence and ingratitude. 
The prophet Haggai upbraided them upon this 
account, and assured them, that if they now 
applied themselves zealoudy to the work, God 
would not only bless their, exertions, but would 
also miike the glory of the second temple exceed 
that of the first* These promises had the de- 
sired effect, and the people cheerfully devoted 
their labours to (he erection of the sacred fane, 
under the guidance of Haggai and Zechariah. 

The envious Samaritans, emboldened by the 
success of their former misrepi^esentations, ap« 
plied to^atnai, governor of Syria and Palestine, 
informing him of the rapid progress which the 
Jews began to make in their building, and 
warning him of the evil consequences that would 
hereafter result from the increasing strength of 
that unruly people. The governor immediatel)^ 
repaired to Jerusalem^ and demanded by wh it 
Vol, IL R 
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fiuthority the work was carried on. Zenibrbabei 
«nd Jeshua readily answered, by adverting to the 
decree of Cyrus, and producing the sacred vessels 
which that monarch had graciously restored for 
the express purpose of renewing the ancient 
worship. Tatnai having received so unequivocal 
an answer, deemed it expedient to refer the 
business to his royal master; and Darius, on 
the discovery of the edict in the palace of 
£cbatan, issued out a decree, by which all the 
grants of the former were ratified, and a severe 
penalty annexed against such persons as should 
presume to obstruct or contravene it. 

This important decree • was no sooner 
^jg * communicated to the Jews, than the tem- 
ple began to n'se apace, and in the course 
of three years was happily finished* The dedica- 
tion was celebrated with equal joy and solemnity) 
and an abundance of sacrifices were offered in 
token of gratitude and adoration to him who had 
vouchsafed to deliver his people from i:9ptivityt 
and to bring them, once more to his holy 
mountain. 

From this time they enjoyed a profo^d peace 
under their royal patron Darius, and Xerxes 
his successor ; and in the reign of Artaxerxes, 
the husband of Esther, they received a beneficial 
visit from Ezra, a learned and zealous Jew of 
the house of Aaron, who obtained an ample 
commission to return to his native country witii 
as many of his nation as were desirous of accom- 
panying him. 

* In memory of this decree, which was given at Shu- 
shan, the Jews gave the name of Shushan to the eastern 
gat« of the outward temple waH, and set up a bas-relief of 
that metropolis over it, which remained till the time of 
Vespasian. ''*■ 
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. On his arrival at Jerusalem, he di&Iivered 

some offerings from the Persian monarch and 

BoUes to the priests, and sent to acquaint the 

governor of. Syria and Palestine, that the king 

liadL empowered him to reform or regulate all 

matters, whether of church or state* He then ap* 

pointed judges and magistrates, who might take 

cx>gnizance of all offences, and inflict such pii- 

m&hments as were i^;reeable to the law oi Moses ; 

collected and set forth a correct edition of the 

sacred books, restored the worship, of the temple 

to its ancient form before the captivity, and 

. revised the Jewish liturgy. He is also supposed 

U> have changed the old Hebrew character for 

the more beautiM and commodious Chaldean, and 

to have inserted such clauses, in the sacred history 

as were necessary for the explanation or illustra* 

tioa of the original text. He continued in the 

Cedthfol discharge of his authority thirteen yeaors, 

when Nehemiah received a commission to sue* 

ceed him* Josephus asserts, that he was buried 

in Jerusalem ;: but other Jewish writers affirm, 

that he returned into Persia, and died there in 

the hijradred and twentieth year of his age« 

Nehemiah having arrived at Jerusalem with 
foil power to rqxurand adorn both the city and 
temple, which were then ia a dilapidated con- 
dition, assembled tiie heads of the people, and 
told them he would immediately put his com- 
mission in force. He accordingly gave directions 
for the building of the city wall, and attended 
the workmen so closely, that their tasks were 
completed in fifty-two days, notwithstanding the 
opposition of some treacherous Jews, who, at 
the instigation of Sanballat, governor of Samaria, 
endeavoured to discourage them by various me^ 
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^lodAj and finally obliged them to arm iii defence 
of their undertaking* 

The governor, understandings in the prose-' 
cutlon of this work, that the poorer class, who* 
bore the gtieatest share of the lalxnir, had beea. 
so impoverished by cohtinual extortions befi>re 
his arrival, that they had been compelled to 
mortgagee their lands, sell their, children^ and 
submit to a variety of hardships, upbraided the 
Jewish rulers in thcseverest terms for thedr covet- 
ousness and Inhuinanky, and exerted himself so 
Successfully in the cause of injured innocence^ 
that the wants of the builders were dbviated, and 
their murmurings hushed to silence*^ The in»« 
lidous intentions of the Samaritans also proved 
abortive; and the dedication of the wall was 
celebrated by the priests and Levites with the 
usual solemnities. 

. As Jerusalem was, at this time, but thinly in* 
habited, most of the Jews having fixed their rest* 
dence'in the adjacent couMry, Nehemiah found - 
it indispensably necessary to settle a greatexr 
number of people within the walls* He, at first, 
prevailed on the higher class to build houses there, 
by" which means they might avoid the thieves and 
banditti who infested the other parts of the landF« 
He then agreed to accept all who chose to settle 
there, and, finsilly, took every tenth family by 
lot; so that the city, being well built, fordfied,^ 
and peopled, began to resume some appearance 
of its pristine lustre. 

Having thus provided for the safety of Jeru-» 
salem, Nehemiah lumed his thoughts to the 
felicity of its inhabitants, which, he was well 
aware, would either increase or diminish in pro- 
portion to their obedience. He> therefore^ eat* 
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torted from them a general confesuon of their 
sins, and a solemn vow to rectify whatever was 
amiss in future ; causing a collection to be roade» 
at the same time^ for the service of the temple ; 
to which he himself generously gave a thousand 
ilrachms of gold, fifty dishes, and five .hundred 
and thirty-two sacerdotal vestments* 
* These arrangements being made, and the tenour 
of his commission completed, he returned accord* 
ing to his promise into Persia, after possessing 
the 'government of Judea twelve years. 

Buch ezjsmplary virtue, resoluUon, and muni* 
ficence, united in the perstHi of a governor, might 
have been reasonably si^posed productive of much 
pious emulation ; but he had no sooner quitted 
the city, than some abuses began to creep into the 
fihufch and commonwealth^ and increased with 
auch dreadful rapidity, that in less than five years 
the temple was shameftilly polluted ; and the sab- 
ba^so totally disregarded, that the people thresh* 
tii their com, bartered with the Tyrians, and ex- 
posed their mercantile warea to sale, on that day, 
jtn preference to any other of the week ; notwith- 
jitandng the frequent and earnest remonstrances 
of three con»derabIe prophets, Haggai, Malachi^ 
and Zechariah. 

.. On Nehemiah's return, however, those abuses 
were corrected ; the public woi^ship, which had 
been intermitted, wfis fiilly restored ; and frequent 
lexppsitions of the Holy Scriptures were forced, 
not only in Jerusalem, but in all other parts of 
Judea. 

The length of Hs life after this reformation, 
and the pl^ce of his death, are equally unknowiv. 
Joaephus however asserts, that he died in an ad- 
vanced age. His character was. rendered iUua- 
R3 
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tiioyft hy his zeal for reUgion, and the good €>f 
MS'icouiitiymeQ ; and the dignity oi his o&st was 
supported by his magnificent hospitality. 
• Afiter his decease Uie government wa^ entirely 
changed ; and Judea seems to have been joineci 
to the prefecture of Syria, from which the high^ 
priests receiyed their autliority« 



SECT. II.- 

TVie Mitory of the Jevfs under the High Priests and 
Maccabees ^ 

g ^ A S ^^ ftirther accoiints are ^iven of the 
3^3 ' JLjL Jewish nation in the canonical books^ 
the dequel of their history must of neces* 
iTitfbe foundfed on those of the Maccahee^j with 
the assistance of such ihtelligence as may be drawn 
from Josephus.^ 

Judea being now subject to the prefecture of 
Syria, and the administration of die Jewish affairs 
intrusted by the governors of the high-priests^ 
the greatest part of those misfortunes that ensued 
may be justly attributed to 8^ set fvf men who as« 
pired to the pontificardignit}^ rmoft tlirough mo- 
tives of avarice and ambitioh, thah any zeal for 
their religion or the welfare df their brethf%n* 

About- the thirty-fourth year of Artaxerxes 
Mnemon, Joiada was succeed^ in the high-priest- 
hood by his son Johanan. Seine time after his in- 
res^ture, he received a viat from his brother 
Jeshua, who asserted, that Bagoses, the govemcMr 
of Syria, had promised to transfer the sacred dig« 
iiity to hhxu A dispute imnjediately ^sued, aad 
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Jeshub was onfieatunaitel^ 9lam ia the interior 
6>un of the temple. Bagoses receiviiig intellb- 
g«&ce <^ thid accident, upbraided the Jews seveielr 
wi& defiling the habitation of their God i and 
Imposed a heavf 6n6 upon the pontiff, which was 
not takfsn off till th^ death of Artaacerxes changed 
the face of affsuTS* The Jews wereyhoweverj 
by no means fre^ from trouble in the reign of his 
Successor ; for Ochus, having subdued the greatest 
part of Phoenicia, carried his Tictorious .arms 
into Judea; reduced Jericho, and sent a great 
number of the inhabitants into captivity. Ten 
years after this event Johanan died,. and was. suc- 
ceeded by his' son Jaddua. 

The adelity of the Jews to Bariipi the third, 
exemplified in their re^sal of granting a .suppliy 
of provisions tt> his enem/^ drew upon them the 
resentment of Alexander the Great : butlbe im- 
pending danger was turned aside by the submis- 
sive behaviour of the priests ; and the victorious 
prince, on his entering Jerusalem, commanded a 
profusion of sacrifices to be ofibred to the God of 
Israel. On his rdtum to Alexandria, he settled a 
great number of Je^s among his own. subjects, 
ahd admitted them to an equal participaticm of all 
privileges and liberties. He was, indeed, highly 
provoked at the refusal of his Jewish severs to 
assist in rebuilcUng the temi^e of Belus ; but their 
invincible constancy triumphed over his angev, 
and he generously sent them back to their n^tivf^ 
country . About four years after Alexander's de- 
cease, Jaddua left the pontifical dignity to his son 
Onias. . ^ 

' Upon the division of the Macedonian empire^ 
' Palestine became subject to all the revolutions 
wad Iran which Alcxoader's successors wftged 
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against each other; being successive)^ inTaded 
and (^pressed by the Syrians and Egyptians* It 
was at first given to Leomedon the Mitylenian ; 
but soon after invaded by Ptolemy, who took the 
capital on a sabbath day, and carried nearly one 
hundred thousand prisoners to Egypt : but the 
' consideration of their loyalty to their for- 

220 ™®^ conquerors, and the strict regard they 

paid to their oaths, induced him to intrust 

them with the care of several considerable gar- 

yisons^ and to confirm those pmileges v^ikh had 

been granted to their natitm by Alexander* 

The Egyptian monarch was soon com- 

312 pelled to resign the possession of Judea to 
Antigonus, who marched against him with 
a powerful army. He, however, contrived to re- 
tserve the cities of Aa, Samaria, Joppa, and 
•Gaza, and carried ofi^ an immense treasure, 
-besides a multitude of inhabitants, whom he 
aetf ed in Alexandria* His generous bebAviour 
towards this peo^rie proved so alluring, that vast 
numbers flocked to his intended metropolis, from 
all parts of Judea and Samaria ; preferring his gor 
vemment in a foreign country, to the perpetual' 
revolutions which they experienced in their own* 
The laudable generosity of this prince was imi- 
tated by Seleucus, who indulged the Jews with 
much the same privileges in Lesser Asia, as his 
competitor granted them in Egypt. 
.^ ^ Soon after the recovery of Judea by 

292. P*<^c"^y Soter, the Jewish high-priest 
Simon died in the ninth year jof his poa? 
tificate* The sanctity of his manners, and the 
integrity of his actions, had acquired him .the sur- 
name of ^ the Just ;" and his laudaUe exertion$ - 
for the benefit of the nation hfive inemiort^lised 
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lus character as a goyemor* He repaired and. 
fortified the temple and eity ; caused acistsm to 
he made in Jerusalem, of sochcapadoiis drcum* 
lerence^ that the author of Eccleaiasticut com* 
pares it to a sea ; and rendered the most essential 
service to the worshippers of God^ by finisfainff^ 
the caiK»i of the Old Testament. He left an in- 
&at son named Onias, vhose uncle Eleazar was 
substitoted htgh-priestin his stead. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus, on his accession ^ ^ 
to the throne of Egypt, resoired to con* ^^' 
firm those fiwnchises which his fiither had 
gramted to the Jews ; and being solicitous to cb* 
tmn a copy of their sacred books tobe translated 
into Greek, and deposited in his noble libtary at 
Alexandria, he strove to oblige them with many* 
proofs of signal friendship. 

Some oUier contending monarchs evinced an; 
-equal desire to ingratiate themselves with the 
Jews, particularly Antiochus Theos, who granted 
to those of Ionia the same privileges with, the 
Greeks. This* prince maintained a sanguinary 
war i^;ainst Philadelphus ; but in the reign of 
Ptolemy Euergetes he was disposaesfed ^ the 
provinces of Syria and Cilicia^heaides other cities 
ef Asia* Euergetes, on his return £mn these 
conquests, visited Jerusalem, and offered a great 
number of sacrifices in acknowledgmeiit.of his- 
success* . ; . . ■ < 

At the death of Eleazar, the. high priest* ^ ^ 
hood was assumed liy Manasses,. the uncle 243.* 
of Simon the Just, who left it to OniAsin 
the thirty-STJCth year of Ptolemy Philadei^uSb 
The danger to which the Jewish state W9&rtd 
duced, by the sordid avarice lof this pontiff, has 
beeq .already shown m the history of £gypt« Hit 
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son and successor, Simon, was josdy celebnited 
for his piety, zeal, conduct, and resolution ; all 
of which were severely tried in the first year of 
his pontificate, as the Samaritans eagerly em- 
braced every opportunity of wreaking their malicd 
on the Jewish nation. 

Ptolemy Philopater, haiang in the mean time 
succeeded to the throne of Egypt, was in immi- 
nent danger of losing Palestine, by the treason- 
able practices of Theodore, governor of Phoe- 
nicia, who had engaged to deliver that province 
into the hands of Antiochus* The plot was dis- 
covered ; but Antiochus resolved to lead his forces 
hito Galilee, and "actually took several conader- 
able cities on both sides of the Jordan. Ptolemy* 
on the other hand, assembled a powerfiilarmy; 
and, next spring, compelled the invader to relm- 
quish all his acquisitions. 

The Jews immediately came forward to con- 
g^ratulate the victor "on his success, and were re- 
ceived by him with many mariu of fiivour. He 
soon after went to Jerusalem, where he offered 
a great number of victims, and made some con- 
ttderable presents to the temj^e. But having con^ 
ceived an unconquerable desire to penetrate into 
the interior parts of that sacred edifice, he in- 
curred the indignation of the Alnughty) who 
smote him with such a terror of mind, ^diile he 
was forcing a passage through the priests^ and 
the people were sending up cries to heaven in 
order to avert his design> that he was carried out, 
half dead, by his attendants. This judgment wasi 
however, so far from bringing him to a diie sense 
of hb im|9ious presumption, that he quitted Je- 
rusalem with all the rancour of confirmed hatred, 
and soon toek an i>|^cftunity of expre^ing h]» 
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.diabolical resentment in a most dreadful per^e- 
.cution against the Jews, who were at length de- 
livered by the immediate interference of Divine 
Providence.* 

On the decease of Philopater, his two - ^ 
competitors^ Antiochus the Great and ^oi^ 
Philip of Macedon, united /their forces to 
dispossess the young Epiphanes of his whole- 
kingdom. On this occasion the Jews departed 
from their wonted loyalty, and submitted to An- 
tiochus, who made a quick progress into Judea, 
^and rewarded the voluntary services of the in- 
habitants with many extraonlinary favours. 
. Three years after this event, the high-priest 
.Simon died; and was succeeded by Oiiias the 
.third, a man of great piety, clemency, and pru- 
dence. In the eighth year of this pontiff, the 
Jews were deprived of a powerful friend, by the 
assassination of Antiochus ; but his son Seleucus 
continued to patronise them for some time, and 
furnished ail the expenses of their diurnal offer- 
ings out of his own treasury. Judea flourished 
in peace and plenty ; the Mosaic laws- were duly 
venerated ; and the generality of th« people en- 
joyed the incomparable blessings of content, till 
an ^unfortunate breach between Onias, and Simon 
th^ governor of the temple, introduced a series of 
venations and calaniities. 

The cause of this misunderstanding does not ap- 
pear ; but the contest, whatever it was, grew to 
. siich a height, that Simon resolved to revenge 
himself by the most unlawful means, and accord- 
ingly hastened to inform ApoUonius, the governor 
of Ccek)-Syria Ukd Palestine^ that the temple of 

•Vide vol. I; pag«252. 
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Jerusalem contained immense treasures, whicFk 
might be seized at pleasure for thq king's use. 
Seleucus was immediately apprised ; and Heti- 
odonis was. commissioned to fetch the valuables 
from the high-priest. 

- Heliodorus was received at Jerusalem 

j^g with every mark of respect ; and receivtd 
for answer to his inquiries, that there waa 
indeed a considerable treasure in the temple, coa* 
sisting of the sacred utensils, and certain sums of 
money which had been deposited there for the 
'^^ndows and orphans of the Jewish community : 
but when the messenger insisted upon removing 
this property in ol^edience to the royal command, 
Onias resolutely declared, he would never con- 
sent to its alienation from the right owners, to the 
disgrace of himself and of that holy place, which . 
was reverenced by all the w;orld. This remon- 
strance proving ineffectual, and the ministers of 
the temple having exerted themselves in vain to 
oppose the execution of his design, the whole 
city was thrown into consternation, and the gates 
were ordered to be broken down for the entrance 
of the Syrians; but God, at this critical moment, 
vouchsafed to defend his habitation from defile- 
ment, and smote the presumptuous strangers with 
such a panic, that they fell down half dead. 

When Simon perceived the ill success of his 
treacherous design, he endeavoured to enflame 
the minds of the Jews against their pontiff, whom 
he impudently charged with hanng invited He- 
liodorus to Jerusalem. This iniquitous asser- 
tion occasioned much party prejudice, and some 
effusion of blood; till at lengtli, Onias went 
to Antioch, and laid his complaint before the 
king^ who pronounced the sentence of baui^- 
ment against his rival. 
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' Antiochus Epiphanes was scarcely seated on 
the throne before Jason, the brother of Onias, 
went to court, and procured the high-priesthood, 
at the price of ^three hundred and fifty talents. 
Finding how acceptable this money was to the 
Tdng, whose treasury was exhausted by the large 
tribute paid to Rome, he offered him another 
sum of one hundred and fifty talents for the 
liberty of erecting a gymnasium at Jerusalem, 
with an academy for instructing youth after the 
Orecian manner ; and for the power of making 
such Jews as he thought fit, free of the city oT 
Antioch* These indulgences were readily grant- 
ed ; and Jason, on his return, procured a power- 
ful party in opposition to that of his rival Onias* 

Haying erected the academies according to his 
design, he was joined by a number of persons, 
who, through a wanton inconstancy, became ena- 
moured of the Grecian customs, and readily 
joined in the most indecent exercises. The free^ 
dom of Antioch was also considered as a valuable 
privilege, and rapidly augmented the number <^ 
his partisans. 

f^pecting to ingradate himself more effectually 
with Andochus, he sent, next year, a consider- 
able sum to be expended in sacrifices to the Ty- 
nan Hercules ; and, soon after, received the king 
at Jerusalem with a- magnificence proportionable 
to his ambidon. His ill-acquired dignity wasj 
however, soon wrested from him by his brother 
Menelaus. 

This man having obtained the high- ^ ^ 
priesthood by the most servile flatteries, {72. ' 
and an addition of three hundred talents 
to the price paid by Jason, returned exultingly to 
Judea, and raised a considemble number of ad- 
herents. The opposite party resolutely opposed, 
Vol.il S 
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and compelled him to retire to Antioch ; but^ oft 
.liis infororung the king that he designed to obotM 
the Jewish religion) and conform entirely to that 
of his country, Antiochus furnished him with a 
body of troops, who soon compelled his enemies 
to quit Judea, and take sanctuary in the land of 
the AmmcHiites* 

But, while Menelaus was eserting himself to 
bring about a general apostacy fmm the true re- 
ligion, he neglected the payment of the money 
promised Antiochus, notwithstanding the press- 
ing importunities of Sostratus, receiver of the 
/Customs in Palestine* Being at length commanded 
^o repair to Antioch, and finding that nothing but 
ready money could recover the royal favour, he 
caused the temple to be pillaged of the golden 
vessels, and sold them at Tyre, to sopply his pre* 
sent exigence and ftiture extravagance* Onias, 
who had been confined £o the capital of Antioch - 
ever since his deposition, received intelligence oC 
this abominable sacrilege, and made such bitter 
complaints on the occasion, that Menelaus deem* 
ed it advisable to provide for his own safety by 
the murder of the good old high-priest, who was, 
accordingly, sacrificed to his resentment, near tlie 
asylum of Daphne, in the vicinage of Antiocli* 

This inhuman cruelty, exercised on a person^o 
venerable both for his age and piety, drew the 
public indignaticMi on the assassin ; and even the 
king was so deejrfy affecied, that he could not for- 
bear weeping at the relation of the murder. An^ 
dronious * was, therefore, doomed to expiate bis 
crime by death; but Menelaus, his iniquitous 

• Such was thcpowcr of corruption in the court of An- 
tioch, that Andronicus, one of the prime nobles, consented 
to murder a pious and venerable man, for a certain pecu- 
aiary neward ^ivcn by the traitor Menelaus. 
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employer, fetmd means to avoid pumshfiicnt» and 
to maintain his credit some time longer, by the 
large sums which Lysimachus, his brother, and 
vicegerent, transmitted from Jerusalem* 
- The unparalleled violences -that were used to 
raise money, excited a popular tumult, in which 
the guards of Lysimachus were put to flight, and 
Inxnself massacred at the treasury of the temple : 
sk-^putation was then sent to Antiochus to justify 
the people's revenge, and. to accuse Menelaus of 
tliei crimes that had occasioned so much trouble 
bbth in Antioch and Judea; but the accused 
psrty, having recourse to bribery, contrived to 
9»ert the impendm^ storm, and U> pro<^a*e an 
Older for the dealJi of die deputies, nrhose powd^- 
ftil pleadings JBiight have melted the hearts of bar- 
baslans^ Tliis in^mnous sentence was so ^s- 
pleasing to the Tyrians, that they honoured the 
bodies wkh a decent sepulture, though they durst 
nfii openly disapprove of the tyranrucal proceed- 
ings of the court. 

Jason, bdng informed that Antiochus had been 
killed in £g3^t, resolved to attempt the recovery 
of his dignity ; and, accordingly, made his ap- 
pearance before the walls of Jerusalem, at the 
head Of a thousand men* Having obtained ad- 
mittance into the city, he revenged himself in tlie 
most sanguinary manner upon all whom he sup- 
posed to have been of the adverse party ; but the 
news of the king's approach soon comp^ll^d him 
to fly the country* Antiochus was indeed ad- 
vancing against the Jews, who had made some 
rejoicings at the report of his death ; and on his 
arrival, he executed his cruel intentions so effec- ~ 
tually, that within three days forty thou- ^ ^ 
sand persons were massacred, and as many ^^q' ' 
sold for slaves* Not content viith this 
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dreadful vengeance, he forced his wiy-into'tb^ 
most holy recesses of the.t;empie9defiU4Uie.sa$:red 
v]pssels with his impious hands, anCcAUsed every 
valuable article to be seized 'for his own use; 
besides one thousand eight hundred talents of gold 
and silver, which he took &om the treasury. He 
th«r bestowed the government of Judea on a bar- 
barous Phrygian, called Philip y and, having left 
the iniquitous Menelaus in possession of the high- 
priesthood, returned triumphantly to Antioch. 

About two years after these dreadfiil 
j'^ ' transactions, the inhuman tyrant renewed 
his cruelties, by commissioning ApoUonius 
to enter Judea at the head of twen^ thousand, 
soldiers, to' massacre aU'the male inhabitants, 
secure the ..women and children for sale, and 
plunder all the cities without distinction. ApoUo- 
nius accordingly repaired to Jerusalem, and con- 
cealed his horrid design till tlie ensuing sabbath ; 
but, When the citizens were all in profound quiet* 
or employed in the public worship of their Creator) . 
he ordered his men to arms, and murdered all 
who fell in his way ; even the temple and syna>- 
gogues were deluged with |the blood of the con- 
gregations, and every species of barbarity was 
perpetrated on an unfortunate people, who tame- 
ly submitted to death rather than pro&ne the 
sabbath by taking up arms in their own defence. 
Every part of the city was then pillaged, the walb 
demolished, the most stately fabrics razed to the 
ground, and most of the houses reduced U> ashes. 
The temple was indeed permitted to stand, but its 
service was totally abandoned ; and the ofhcet^oi 
Andochua built a foitress opposite to it, so that, 
they might easily sally out upon any persons who 
attempted to apprQach that polluted ediiice»> 
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Tills pejsecution was not ccHifined to the inha- 
bitants of Palestine, but extended to all pereoBS 
of the Jewii^ faith within the king's dominions; 
a decree being issued out for the abolitiiKi of their 
religion, under the severest penalties. There were 
indeed many, in different parts, who complied 
with the royal injunction, and consented to wor- 
ship the gods of the heathen, either from motives 
of complaisance, self-love, or cowardice ; but, in 
Judea, the most intrepid firmness and heroic re- 
solution baffled the artifices of the tyrant's mi- 
nisters, and triumphed over the most execrable 
bari>arities« 

^ Atheneas,a person well skilled in the heathen- 
ish rites, and justly branded for his cruelty, dedi- 
cated the temple of God to Jupiter Olympus, 
causing the statue of that idol to be erected on 
t^e altar of burnt offerings ; and cotrpelUng the 
miserable Jews either to offer up their adoi^tions 
befb«^ it, x>T to endure the most exquisite tor- 
ments. Altars, groves, and images, were also set 
up in the other towns of Judea, and the inha- 
bitants reduced to the same pitiable extremities* 
Many of the Jews now deemed it prudent to 
quit their habitations ; and, accordingly) retreated 
to the excavated rocks, where they subsisted on 
herbs, wild roots, &c. Some of these ventured 
to assemble in a. cavern near Jerusalem, for the 
purpose of celebrating their sabbath ; but Philip, 
thf governor, having received intelligence of th^ir 
diesign, caused them all to be put to the sword* 

Andochus bearing of the inflexibility of the 
nfition, whom he earnestly wished to extirpate, 
and being exasperated at their boldness in defy- 
tog hif^ edict and punishments, resolved to visit 
Jerusalem; that his orders might be more rigidly 
S 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



19B JEWS. 

executed, or the recusants toKured with more 
acuteness and ingenuity. 

Immediately on his arrival, he satisfied his 
curiosity by ocular demonstration ; and was much 
surprised to behold, the undaunted courage of 
those who suffered for the cause of religion ; but 
no consideration could induce him to abandon 
his unreasonable fury, nor would he listen for a 
moment to the dictates of humanity. 

The first victim of his cruelty was the vene- 
rable Eleazer, a man universally respected on ac- 
count of his advanced age, extensive erudition, 
known probity, and pious zeal. Being command- 
ed to eat swine's flesh, he resolutely refused ; 
and when the officers exhorted him to eat some 
unforbidden flesh, that the king might be deceived, 
he answered with becoming fortitude, that the 
most dreadful punishment was preferable to a 
dissimulation so unworthy of his years, aiid so 
dangerous in its consequence. He was therefore 
dragged to execution ; and when at the pcMnt of 
deatli, he exclaimed with a loud voice, ^ Lord, 
thou knowest the agonies I endure in my body,> 
but my soul rejoices in the idea of suffering 
patienUy for thy law." The seven brethren, 
whose martyrdom is related in the same book^- 
were then brought before the tyrant, and succes- 
sively doomed to the most exquisite tortures; 
while they were encouraged with -the hope of a 
glorious immortality by their pious mother, who- 
was last of all sacrificed to^e rageof Antiocbusy 
and died with unshaken intrepidity. 

Hitherto the Jews had suffered the most pot^il- 
aht afHictions in silent resignation, asud submit- 
ted without resistance to the horrid barbarities of 
a tyrannical prince ; but the offended Deity noW' 
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vouchsafed to espouse the cause of his wretched 
people, and inspired some of his chosen servants 
with sufficient valour to attempt the deliverance 
of their brethren, the destruction of the heathen- 
ish idols, and the restoration of the primitive 
worship. 

' Mattathias, an eminent priest of the family of 
Joab, had retired to Modin, his native place (in 
cnxler to avoid the sight of those impious irregu- 
larities which prevailed in the unfortunate me- 
tiopolis,) when ApeUes, one of the king's of- 
ficers, came to exact the obedience of the inha- 
bitants to the royal command* Having assembled, 
the people with Mattathias and his five sons, be 
sttddressed himself to the priest in ^suehlfinguage 
as seemed most likely to conciliate esteem, and 
IMtmiised the greatest advantages. as the reward 
of prompt compliance: but Mattathias boldly re- 
plied, he and his sons would continue in their 
obedience to Gody though every other member of 
the Jewish nation should conform to the king's- 
edict ; and added, that no consideration should 
prevail on them to abandon the religious practices 
of their ancestors* During this speech, the of- 
ficers had persuaded some pusillanimous Jews to 
sacrifice their religion to their convenience, and 
had just prevailed on one to bum incence to an 
idol ; when the old priest, calling to mind the 
Mosaic injunction, rushed upon the apostate 
and slew him ; while his sons^, fired with the 
same noble zeal, killed the king's officers, over- 
threw the idolatrous altar, and, running through 
the city, e^orted all who were zealous for the 
law of God, to follow them. Having by this 
means c<rfkcted a considerable number of aidher- 
e3it8> they withdrew to one of the deserts of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Jadea, in order to consult on the best meaas o| 
pnovkUni^for ttieip defence. The recollection oS 
those sufferings which had been recently incurred 
by their ill-fated brethren^ induced them to pasi 
tf resf^utiDn, with the advice and coacurrenoe of 
certain learned priests and rulers, that §f>v the 
future it should be lawfiol to bear arms, in thdr 
6wn defence, on the sabbath day, if they vftrt 
dien attacked by the enemy. This 'decree was 
privately communicated to all the Jews in Pates* 
tine, and ttie adjakcent oountriea ;. who, from that 
time, prudently resolved ta of^se their inve* 
terate fbes^at all times, and upon all^Kcasions. . 
^ ^ Mattathias having received a strong rp- 

15^' inforcement from different parts of the 
country, began to^ exert himself in the 
glorious cause he had undertaken. Such of ibc 
Jews as had apoattttised from the true faith, were 
either put to death or compelled to seek an asy* 
lum in a foreign land t the enemy was struck with 
terror and amazement ; superstition and idolatry 
shrunk from the revenging hand of justice ; and 
the remnant of true • worshi{q>ers were- cheered 
by the returning dawn of celestial flight; white 
the new-raised army marched from city to city, 
overtuining the heathenish altars, demoliahing the 
graven images, deansing the polluted synagogues, 
and restoring the divine worship to its original 
purity* ' • 

These measures were crowned cwith such sig<^ 
nal success, that a happy reformation had extend- 
ed over a considerable part of Judea, in the short 
space of one year ; and the zealous priest would, in 
all probability, have carried it to Jerusalem, had 
he not been prevented by death : but the im- 
portant work which he left unfinished; |vas sQoa 
after completed by his heroic sons. 
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~ Mattathias finding his bod]l7 strength exhaust- 
ed, called his sons about him, and in a pathetic 
speech reminded them that the «<»« of the Jews 
had introduced a series of heavy and calamitous 
oppressions ; exhorted them to hazard their lives 
bravely in defence of their holy religion ; and ad- 
vised them to act in compliance With the counsel 
of Simon, the eldest brother, while Judas should 
be regarded as their general* Having thus dis- 
charged the duty of a dying parent, and earnestly 
implored a blessing from the Most High on all 
their undertakings, he expired in a good old age, 
and "Was interred kt Modin, in the sepulchre of his 
ancestors. 



SECT- IIL 



TVki JevHsh IE$tory Jrom Judas Maccabeu$^ to the 
Reduction of Judea by the Remans, 

JUDAS Maccabeus, succeedmg his father ^ 
in the command of the army, led forth ^gg * 
his brethren against the foe so suddenly, 
that some of the strongest fortresses were ea-' 
sily reduced: the Syrians we¥e chased from 
their most advantageous posts, and the apostate 
Jews retired in- confosion j whilst those who had 
left their country to avoid persecution, embrliced 
the present oppoitunity of returning, and enlisting 
beneath the banner of so valiant a general. 

Apollonius, governor of Judea and Syria, re- 
solving to crush this dangerous revolt iir its in- 
fiuicy, raised a considerable body of troops and 
marched against the Maccabean chief } but Apol* 
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lomus was killed in the engagement, and hia sol- 
diers were compelled to seek their security in a 
precipitate flight. 

Antiochus was sq violently era'aged at the news 
of this defeat> that he again denounced the most 
dread&il vengeance against the Jews: but his 
treasury was thai so low, that he could not im-^ 
mediately renew the war; and before he could- 
accomplish his design, Seron, another of his 
generals, was overthrovm by Judas, and eight- 
hundred of his followers slain on the field of 
battle. ^ 

Advice was imtdediately sent to the kinged 
these particnlars, together with an assurance that. 
Palestine would be irrecoverEibl7 k>st, if some 
steps were not immediately taken for its preserv- 
ation* Orders were consequently given for the 
invasion of Judea, tilid the e^ctirpation of its in- 
habitants ; and an encampment was soon formed 
on the plains of £mmaust by forty thousand foot 
and seven thousand horse soldiers^ under the com- 
mand of Nicanor and Georgias, two crafty and 
ei^perienced captuns. 

Judas immediately addressed his army,, con- 
sisting of six thousand men, in a bold but affec- 
ticmate speech, wherein he recapitulated their re« 
cent successes, reminded them that their lives 
and possessioi3is were at stake, and eschorted all 
those to quit the camp wl>o wene xBsmayed at the 
sight of a powerful enemy* On this occasion 
three thousand of the ^fws basely forso(^ thdr 
leader, and retreated from the appearance of 
danger; but the remainini^' division) having im- 
plored tiie Divine assistance by fastmg^ prayer, 
and sacrifice, obtained a complete and easy lic- 
tory Over the Syrians ; burnt their camp, and en- 
riched themselves with the plundert 
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This brilliafit success proved donbly advantage- 
'jous to the conqueror, as it furnished him with 
arms and ammunition for his men^ and drew 
fresh reinforcements from all parts of the countrf. 
Timotheus, governor of the country beyond 
Jordan, and Bacchides, another experienced of- 
ficer of the Syrian artny, now united their forcea> 
vwith a design to retrieve the late dbhonourable 
•defeat ; but they were completely routed by Judas^ 
-who killed twenty thousand of their men in a 
pitched battlcj and obtained a fresh supply of 
money and provisions* He soen afterwards took 
several important fiirtresses, and caused the spoil . 
to be equally divided between his brave com^ 
batants and their sick or indigent brethren; 
whilst Nieanor fled to Antioch in the disguise of 
a servant, and endeavoured to excuse his dbgrace 
hy representing the Jews as altogether invincible. 
Lysias, who was intrusted with the govern^ 
ment during the king's absence, was justly alarm- 
ed at the intelligence he received from Judea ; 
-and accordingly hastened thither, at the head of 
sixty thousand foot and five thousand horse. At 
Bethsurali he was met by the lifli^cabitisK gene- 
ral, and attacked with such intrepid resolution, 
that five thousand of his men were cut to pieces 
on the spot, and the j'emainder compktely routed. 
Hetherefore'declineda second engagement, and 
returned to Antioch with the design of augmenting 
his forces. 

Lysias had no sooner quitted the pro- ^ ^ 
vince than Judas led his army towards {^^ 
Jerusalem, and caused that unfortunate 
city to be thoroughly purified. Such of the priests 
as had distinguished themselves by their zeal or 
sanctity, were commissioned to cleanse the tern- 
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pie fix>m the abominable idols and other profane 
lumber of the heathens ; the altar of perfutnes, the 
table of shewbread, the golden candlestick and 
sacred vessels, were made anew out of the spoik 
of. the Syrian camp; the most holy place was 
thoroughly repaired, and divine worship recom- 
menced with all possible solemnity. During the 
feast of dedication, the front of the temple was 
decorated with a profusion of garlands, crowns, 
and other ornaments of pure gold ; fevery house 
was illuminated and richly adorned ; and the 
people, bearing branches in their hands in me- 
mory of having kept the feast of tabernacles 
wlulst they sought an asylum from persecution in 
the dens and mountains, expressed their gra- 
titude to God in appropriate hymns of thanks- 
giving. 

. There was yet one obstacle to be removed, viz. 
the garrison in the fortress over-against the tem- 
ple ; but as Judas was aware of the strength of 
the place, and conscious of his inability to block- 
ade it, he contented himself with fortifying the 
holy mountain, and establishing such a guard as 
might effectuaily counteract the. hostile i^ttempts 
of the Syrians. 

The report of these proceedings having .spread 
to all parts with amazing rapidity, the neighbour- 
ing nations were so exasperated, that they una- 
nimously resolved to murder all the Jews who 
dwelt among them, and waited impatiently for 
the arrival of Antiochus, that their combined 
forces might extirpate the persecuted nation. The 
latter part of their design was, however, happily 
frustrated by the death of the tyrant ; and the 
minority of his successor afforded a temfiorary 
respite to the inhabitants of Palestine. 
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The gdvcmmcnt of Coelo-STiia bring - ^ 
transferred from Ptolemy Macron to Ly- ^54.' 
sias, Judea was again invaded by a power- 
ful army under the conduct of that com- 
mander. Georgias also made several incarsions 
with a body of strangers ; and the Idumeans, 
who had seized on the most advantageous posts, 
exerted themselves to prolong the war* Judas 
immediately assembled his troops^ and led them 
to Actabatene, where twenty thousand Idumeans 
were sacrificed to his resentment. From thence 
he marched against the people of Bear, who 
were defeated with equal facility; and, having 
reduced two strong fortresses, he crossed over into 
the land of the Ammonites, wliere he found a 
immber of forces assembled under Timotheus, 
the Syrian general. Here he had several skirmishes, 
which tended to confirm the report of his extra- 
ordinary valour, and terminated in the reduction 
of the city c^ Jazer. 

Timotheus, in the mean time, collected a nu» 
merous army from among all the idolatrous na- 
tions ; resolving, by one grand efibrt, to retrieve 
the honour of the Syrian arms. He had not, 
iiowever, penetrated far into Judea, when the 
Maccabitish chief advanced to meet him, andob«> 
tained a complete victory ; twenty thousand five 
hundred foot and six hundred horse being slain 
on the spot, while the general himself was com- 
peted to fly for safety to the city of Gazara* 
Elated with this success, the Jewish combatants 
were easily persuaded to pursue their formidable 
enemy to his retreat, which was accordingly in* 
vested and soon reduced. Timotheus was put to 
death as the author of the public calamity, and 
hi9^ip^r ApoUophanes met with a similar fate. 
Vol. II. T 
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Howetrer advantageous these repeated conquiSsta 
tnight be to the Jews who resided in Palestine, 
they proved &tal to many of their bretliren in 
other countries. No less than a thousand indi- 
viduals were inhumanly massacred in the land of 
Tob, while a considerable number were com- 
pelled to provide for their defence by flying to the 
fortress of Dathema, in the land of Gilead ; and 
others were reduced to the utmost extremity in 
Galilee. 

Judas, receiving intelligence of these particu- 
lars, convened a sanhedrim, in which it was re- 
solved that he and his brother Jonathan should 
join the Gileadites with eight thousand men; 
that Simon, another of his brothers, should march 
to the relief of Galilee, and that Joseph and Aza* 
rias, his other brothers, should remain with the 
residue of their troops to defend Jerusalem. 

In consequence of this arrangement, Judas 
crossed'the Jordan, and received information of a 
sanguinary design formed against the Jews in 
Bosora, Casphor, Maked, Alema, and Camaim. 
He immediately attacked Bosora, and, having 
freed his brethren, set fire to the buildings ; then 
proceeding to Dathema, he dispersed th^ besiegen 
with great slaughter^ and took the other Gi<> 
leaditish cities in regular succession ; till he had 
fully accomplished his generous intentions, and 
enriched his army with much spoil* 

Simon, though greatly inferior in strength, was 
no less. successful in Galilee. He vanquished his 
enemies in several rencounters, killed upwards of 
three thousand of their men, enriched himself 
with their plunder, and delivered the unhappy 
Jews from their oppression. But whilst this 
success attended the Maccabitish chiefs in Gilead 
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and Galilee^ Joseph and Azarias involved them- 
selves in some misfortunes, by attempting to 
emulate the exploits of their valiant relatives, in- 
stead of acting solely upon the defensive, as Judas 
had expressly desired. They attempted to reduce 
the sea-port town of Jamnia ; but their little anny 
Mras overpowered by Georgias, and forced to re- 
treat with shame and loss to Jerusalem^ 

Judas, in the mean time, penetrated into the 
southern parts of Idumea, and demolished He- 
bron, their famous metropolis, with all the neigh- 
bouring towns. He then entered the territories 
of the Philistines and Samaritans, in order to dis- 
courage them &om joining the Syrians^ and, having 
expressed bis abhorrence of idolatry by destroying 
all the groves and altars in his route, retumel 
triumphant to Judea. 

Lysias had by this time assembled ^Q q c 
army of eight thousand foot, and ^ con- 153/ 
siderable number of horse and elephants, 
with which he resolved to extirpate the Jewish 
nation, to repeople the land with heathens, and 
to satiates his avarice vnth an immense plunder. 
Animated with these idead, he marched through 
the southern territories of Judah, and advanced 
mth malignant fury against the objects of his per- 
secution. But the Jews, having seen an equestrian 
figure on the road which seemed to brandish a 
spear against the invaders, were inspired with 
such extraordinary. courage that they rushed oU 
the Syrian camp without hesitation, and put ele- 
ven thousand men to the sword, whilst the rest 
betook themselves to flight. 

The defeated general was now fully convinced 
of his inl^prudence in attempting to carry on hos- 
tiliU^s against an enemy who fought beneath' the ' 
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banner of the Almighty, and therefore sent some 
overtures of peace to Judas, promising they should 
be ratified by the king. Judas readily acceded to 
the proposal, and <tispatched two of his captains 
to Lysias, with the conditions upon which he 
would sheath his sword. These were readily 
granted by Antiochus, and letters were sent to 
the Jewish senate expressive of Ins amicable in- 
tentions. 

This peace, however,' was by no means conso- 
nant with the inclinations of the Syrian generals, 
who embraced the first opportunity of attacking^ 
the Jews, and engi^ed the neighbouring nations 
to espouse their ill-grounded and, unjusdfiahle re- 
venge. Timotheus having entered the land of 
Gilead, Judas marched directly to the assistance 
of his brethren, but had scarcely proceeded nine 
furlongs before he was impeded by upwar4s of 
five thousand Arabian Nomades. A battle im- 
mediately ensued, and the freebooters were com- 
pelled to sue for peace, which they obtained in 
return for a considerable supply of cattle and 
provisions. Judas then hastened to cross the 
Jordan, and, after taking the city of Casjus and 
the forti^eSs of Characa, proceeded towards the 
enemy's camp ; but he had no sooner a{^>roached 
within sight than the Syrians were seized with so 
violent a panic that they unanimously took to 
flight, and actually wounded each other with 
their weapons in the hurry of their retreat. By 
this accident, Timotheus lost thirty thousand of 
his men, and those who escaped the present fury 
of tlieir pursuers, were afterwards destroyed in the 
conflagration of the city Camion* 

Judas, having occasion to pass through i^hron 
in his way to Judea, sent to request pennission 
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ftrthat poipose; but the citizens immediately 
walled up their gates, and prepared themselves for 
sustaining a siege* The general therefore issued 
out orders for scaling the wall, which, after a 
fierce assault, was carried, and razed to the 
ground f all the hiale inhabitants being massa^ 
cred, and the females and children taken csq>tive» 
From Ephron he crossed the Jotdan to Scythopo- 
iis, where he inquii^ of the Jews how they had 
been treated ; and on hearing them speak in favour 
of the Scythopolitans, he expressed his grateful 
acknowledgments to that people, and returned to 
Jerusalem about the time of Pentecost. 

Another powerful enemy was yet to be en- 
countered, Georgias, governor of Idumea, who 
had harassed the Jews for some time. Judas 
therefore advanced against him at the head of 
three thousand foot and four hundred horse ; but 
the enemy fought with such fierceness and intre- 
{Hdity that ^ctory was for some time doubtful, 
and Maccabeus had the mortification to see seve- 
ral of his most gallant soldiers killed by his side : 
at length, however, his fervent prayers were 
heard ; the Idumeans suddenly took to flight, and 
he was enabled to rally his forces in the adjacent 
town of OdoUam. He then made himself master 
of some fortresses in Idumea, and, having wrested 
Azotus from the PhiUstinesj returned home laden 
with plunder* 

, Shortly after his return from Odollam, Judas 
resolved to besiege the fortress of Aci^ which still 
remaned in the possession of the Syrians, and 
hindered many persons from resorting to the 
temple* The place was exceedingly strong, the 
garrison numerous^ and the arms and provisions 
^bundant^ but the renegado Jews, who resided 
T2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



510 JEWS. 

^rith the garrison, were well convinced that Juda» 
would CTentaallj effect his design unless relief 
could be procured : they accordingly persuaded 
the commander to make a vigorous sallys in order 
to enable some of their brethren to repair to An- 
tjoch with the news of therr ^stress ; and their 
scheme proved so successiul, that the Syrian 
monarch immediately commanded his generals to 
march into Judea with all the forces Hiey could 
assemUe, and afterwards resolved to accompany 
them in person. 

An army was imme^tely drawn together, cc»i* 
sisting of a hundred thousand foot, twenty thocr- 
sand horse, thirty-two elephants, and three hun- 
dred armed chariots, which marched, under the 
conduct of the young king and his unde Lydas^ 
to the borders of Idumea, and laid siege to the 
fortress of Bethsura. Here Judas ventured to 
attack them by night, and, having killed four 
^ thousand of their troops and thrown the whole 
camp into disorder, returned by day-break with* 
out V^e loss of a single man. 

The Syrians now resolved to venture a general 
engagement, upon the supposition that the Jews, 
notwithstanding their valour, must infallibly be 
overpowered by numbers. Judas accordingly 
advanced towands them at the head of his little 
army, and gave some convincing proofs of his 
skill and intrepidity ; but, perceiving the extreme 
danger of his situation, he prudently retreated to 
Jerusalem; whilst the king renewed his* attacks 
on Bethsura, which was at length obliged to sur* 
render for want of provisions. 

Having secured this city with a Syrian garri- 
son, Antiochus marched to Jerusalem, and Mid 
eloa^ siege to the temple. Here he met with a 
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ipigorous resistance, fiDin the valiant gefteAiI and 
his trooi^ who eluded all the machines and at- 
tempts of the enemy by counterworics, and a{K 
plied with the most unremitting diligence to the 
discharge of their duty. They were however se- 
-verely distressed for provisions, and were just on 
the point of surrendering, when Antiochus re- 
ceived intelligence that Phihp, who had usurped 
the government, was marching against him at the 
-head of an army out of Persia. The king, being 
thus compelled to raise the uege, concluded a 
peace, and was admitted within the fortifications ; 
hut finding them too strong to intrust the Jews 
with, he commanded them to be demolished in 
open violation of the treaty which he had just be* 
fore confrmed with the most solenm oaths. 

>fenelaus, Uie apostate high-priest, was at this 
time accused of certain treason£d>le practices, and 
condemned to be smothered with hot ashes-Hi 
punishment justly due to the author of so many 
■ tragical calamities. The Jews, however, did not 
gain much by this circumstance, as the pontificate 
was immediately bestowed on Alcimus, a person 
no less vricked than his predecessor. 
' On the death of Antiochus Eupator, and ^ ^ 
the accession of Demetrius, the rightfiil {^ * 
heir to the crown of Syria, Alcimus visited 
Antioch, fi)r the purpose of complaining to the 
new monarch respecting the Jews, who, on ac- 
•count of hb open impiety, had refused to admit 
him into the high-priesthood. His accusations 
against Judas, and the rest of the Asmonean race, 
were so powerful, and carried on with such seem- 
ing zeal fijr the king, that Bacchides, governor of 
Mesopotamia, was commissioned to march into 
Judea, at the head of a ccmsiderable army, wbtch 
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might reinstate the sipostale in his dignity, an^ 
carry on the war s^gainst the Maccabees. 

Upon their arrival, Akimus and the Syrian 
general sent deputies to Judas> inviting him tg^oi 
amicable conference, and protesting with the most 
solemn vows that he should cqm^ and go witi^ 
perfect safety. The Jewish cliief was, however? 
well aware of their treacherous design, and, ini- 
stead of accepting the invitation, began to pre* 
pare for a vigorous defence— -a measure which 
induced Bacchides to return immediately to Anr 
tioch. 

Alcimus having received a body of troops froni 
the Syrian for the maintenance of his dignity, 
and drawn over a considerable number of msdr 
contents to his party by gifts and carq§ses, de- 
termined on effecting his ambitious purposes by 
violence ; and actually made several excursions- 
into different parts of the country, pillagingf 
burning, and destroying all that refused to ac* 
knowledge his ill-gotten authority. These enor- 
mities were, however, so severely punished by 
Ju^, that he found it impossible to approach the 
sacred altar without the assistance of ariQUch 
greater army, and therefore repaired to the Syrian 
court with fresh accusations and complaints. 

Having presented Demetrius with a rich crown 
pf gold and some other valuables, he obtained the 
desired assistance of that monarch ; and a fresh 
edict was issued out for the destruction of Judas, 
and hb party. But Nicanor, who .was intrusted 
with this commission, had already received such 
proofs of Judas*s bravery, that he prudently re- 
solved, to use his utmost endeavours for the re-p 
storation of p^ace. In compliance, however, with - 
the royal command, Nicanor led a nunoerou^ * 
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army into Judea, and Alcitnus enjoyed the anti- 
cii>ation of a signal rerenge* 

Upon the arriyal of the Syrians in Judea^ their 
arm^was considerably augmented by a number 
of apostate Jews, whom Maccabeus had driren 
ftom their habitations ; while the tnie worshippers 
fiBSsemUed in the temple to implore the divine as- 
sistance by &sting and prayer. Nicanor advanced 
to the fortress of Dessau ; from whence Simon^ 
Judas's brother, retreated precipitately at the 
sight c^ his powerfol troops, but, instead of com- 
mencing any hostilities agsdnst the valiant chief» 
be sent three of his head officers to make pro- 
posals of peace. Judas readily acquiesced ; and.^ 
the articles were soon after ratified, to the entire 
8atis&cti«n of both parties. 

The harmony produced by this pacification was 
woosk dii^turbed, and Palestine was again doomed 
to groan beneath the miseries of war, through the 
dUdx^al arts of the apostate high-i^esU This 
perfidious wretch, conceiving himself injured by 
the new treaty, went a third time to Demetriusi 
to accuse Nicanor of concluding a disadvantageous 
peace with the rebels, whom he was expressly 
commanded to destroy. The king immediately 
sent to Nicanor, ordering him to renew the war, 
imd forbidding him to sheath the sword till die 
Jewish chief should be slain and his party utterly 
suppressed } in consequence of which, the Syrian 
general was compelled to violate his promises 
toward a people who had, on their part, faithfully 
performed every stipulation of the recent treaty. 

Having repeatedly attempted to surprise Judas 
without success, Nicanor. at length ordered his 
troops to march to Capharsalama, where a battle 
was fought, greatly to his disadvantaget But tho 
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Jewish army, finding it inapossible to resist sucb 
a superior force, retired to their Metropolis- Nir 
«canor followed them thither, and took possession 
of Mount Sion, from whence he was shown the 
sacrifices that were ofiered in the teipp}^ forkii^ 
Demetrius ; but this sight was so far from pacifj- 
ing his resentment, that he called it a base supei^ 
sdtion, and swore to destroy both the temple an4 
the worshippers, unless Judas was immediately 
given up. The priests replied, that Judas ha4 
quitted the city ; but the exasperated Syrian rcr 
^ed to hearken to their assertions, anfti instantly 
commeiMf^d hi^ threatened cruelties upon the un* 
bappy race, whose only- cringe was their fideUty 
%0i God and their brave deliverer. Being: infonned 
that a member of the sanhedrim, caHed Razist 
had by his precept and exataple withheld many 
of his countrymen fiX)m renouncing their Mth, he 
sent a detachment to apprehend him, in order that 
he might either recant his religious opinions, or 
suffer death. Bazis, perceiving his ho^ise so ef- 
fectually surrounded that it was impossiUe to 
escape, fell up«n his own sword to disappoint the 
malice of his idolatrous enemy ; the wound prov- 
ing ineffectual, he precipi(;ated himself from one of 
the turrets of his hoi^e i and then, starting upt 
ran to the summit of an adjacent rock, tore out 
his bowels, and eKpired« 

. During this horrid transaction, Nipanor com* 
menced his march towards the land of Samaria^ 
in ord^r to attack Judas, who had retired thither 
with three thousand men* The Jewish chief, 
however, insjured his folloivers with such e^tra^ 
ordinary courage, by quoting some apprpiiriate 
passages out of the sacred books, and by relating 
the particulars ^ a cekstial visioiij that they feU 
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upon the SyiiaiKis with irresistible fbry, and^ haV)' 
ing killed the genera], pursued their advantag^ 
^th such unremitting zeal, that not a single man 
>ras left to tany the news of the slaughter to An«> 
tioch* 

Such asericsofbrilliantsuccesBes effectually ter- 
TtfiLed the enemies of Maccabeus, who now suffei^ 
ed him to return and take possessicMi of Jenisa^ 
lein* Dunng the peacefiil interval which suc« 
ceeded his last victory, he resolved to procure an 
alliance with the Romans, which might prove a 
strong protection agakist the injustice and op- 
pression of the Syrians. His proposals were rea^ 
<lily accepted by the senate, and a decree was en* 
graven on cof^r, importing that the Jews were 
lucknowledged as friends and allies of the Romans, 
and that both nations should cheerfully aid and 
4iuccour each other upon all occasions. But, 
-whilst this alliance was forming at Rome, Deme^ 
trius, having heard of Nicanor's defeat, sent the 
flower of his army, consisting of twenty thousand 
foot and two thousand horse, into Judea, under 
the command of Bacchides and Aicimus* 

On their arrival in -Galilee, they took the city of 
Maaeloth, and massacied a great number of Jews ; 
they then advanced towards Jerusalem ; but hear-^ 
ing that Judas had reti^d with three thousand 
men to the neighbourhood of Eleasa, they has- 
tened thither in order to attaqfc him immediately. 
The approach of so formidable an enemy struck 
an unusual damp into the hearts of Judas*s men, 
who forgetful of their recent victories and un- 
mindBil of their champion's pi^servation, basely 
forsook the field at this important crisis. The 
Maccabitish general was much afllicted at this 
cowardly and ungrateful defection ; yet he encou- 
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mgcd the eight hundred men who remained, fa 
behare gallantly, and rely on that superior power 
which had so frequently torn the laurels from the 
brows of an idolatrous people and transferred them 
• to the Israel of God. In the ensuing engi^ment* 
Judas made a resolute attack on the strongest 
wing of the adverse army, and pursued the fugi- 
tive troops to Mount Azotus ; but, in the meaa 
lime, he was completely surrounded ; and, altera 
kmg and vigorous defence, he fell, covered with 
wounds, on a heap of his enemies. 

The report of this unfortunate accident was 
highly acceptable to the • neighbouring nations, 
who had so of^en felt the effects of Judas's aveng- 
ing sword; while the unhappy Jews regretted the 
loss of their heroic chief, and shrunk in vi!g(my 
honi the contemplation xji new misfortunes ! 

Whilst Bacchides was employed in taking pro- 
per measures for the security of his own govern- 
ment, the principal officers who served under him 
were commis»ohed to search diligently for all the 
friends and adherents <^ the Maccabees, and to 
put them to death by the most cntel methods that 
could possibly be invented ; so that this persecu- 
tion seemed to exceed all they had suffered since 
their return from the Babylonish captivity. 

Those few, who under such dismal circum- 
stances, still retained an affection for their coun- 
try and ancient woyhip, applied to Jonathan, the 
brother of Judas, and earnestly entreated him to 
accept the command of the Jewish forces, and 
undertake the deliverance of their brethren from 
the Syrian tyranny. Jonathan complied with 
thdir desire ; but Bacchides was soon apprised of 
his des^, and compelled him to retire into the 
deserts of Tekoah* 
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- Jone£than*s first -caire in this retreat was, to 
^cure the effects of his followers, which he ac- 
tx>rding^7 committed to his brother John, and 
-sent under a convoy to an adjacent city ; but 
Hts unfortunate relative was attacked on the 
road' by a tribe of plundering Arabs, called 
Jambrians, who slew him and his men, and 
retreated with the spoil* To revenge this injury, 
Jonathan iaid an ambush in the vicins^ of 
Medula, kiUed four hundred persons -who were 
assembled to celebrate a wedding between one of 
the Jambrian chiefs, and a Canaanitish princess, 
and carried off a considerable booty. 

Bacchides now advanced with his army, fully 
resolved to attack the Jews on their sabbath, upon 
the supposition that they would patiently submit 
to death, rather than transgress their law by 
resistance. In this, however, he was mistaken, 
as the Jews, partly through the encouragement 
^{ their leader, and partly through despair, made 
a desperate effort, and killed a considei^able num- 
ber of their assailants ; but, finding themselves 
unable to resist such superior forces, they plunged 
into the Jordan, which bordered their encamp- 
ment, and swam to the opposite shore, while 
Bacchides gave orders for tht; return of his troops 
to Jerusalem. 

On .his arrival at that metropolis, be 
caused all such places to be fortified and m}^' 
garrisoned, as might keep the Jews in 
awe, and' probably compel the Maccabees to 
submit ; and the children of the principal in- 
habitants were placed as hostages in the fortress 
of Acra, to prevent their relatives from going 
over to Jonatban. The impious Alcimius, about 
^e same time, commanded the wall of the temple, 
Vol. II. U 
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which divided the court of the priests {romthaft 
t>f the people, to be demolished ; but he bad 
scarcely begun the sacrilegious work, before he 
was struck with a dead palsy, and expired without 
bdng able to adjust his affairs, or to utter a single 
word. After his death, Bacchides, having toti^ 
reduced the country, returned to Antioch. 

At the expiration of two years, during 
^^^' which Jonathan and his paity had emjoyed 
the inestimable blessings of peace, Bac- 
-cliides was again sent into Judea at the head of 
a numerous army. On his anivsd he sent letters 
to those of his party, desiring them to seize 
the Jewish chief, and conduct Inm to the Syrian 
camp : but Jonathan having timely notice of this 
treacherous plot, came suddenly upon the chief 
conspirators, and put them to death. 

After this exploit, lie retired to Bethbasi, a 
strong place In the desert of Jericho, which he 
tmd his brother Simon fimiished with all requi^te 
provisions for a siege* Bacchides advanced as 
was expected, and sat down before Bethbasi; 
while Jonathan transferred his command to Simon, 
and went out with a small brigade to inake ex* 
cursions. Crossing the country he vanquished 
Odonaiches and die sons of Pha^ron, v^ ap» 
pear to have constituted a part of the besieging 
host : he then advanced against another part of 
the camp, and annoyed the enemy so severely* 
that Bacchides was compelled to hasten to their 
assistance. Simon, embracing the fevourable 
moment, made a vigorous sally from the fortress, 
and discomfitted the Syrians on one^ side, whilst 
his brother charged them with irresistible fory on 
the otlier. Bacchides, exasperated at this un* 
foreseen occurrence, vented his rage upon the 
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persons wbo had first proposed the expedftkm> 
mnd caused many of them- to be put to death ; 
tiUy at lengthy Jonathan terminated his vexation 
by sending some acceptable overtures of peace* 

3y the articles of this treaty^ all prisoners 
inrere liberated on both sides ; Bacchides solemnly 
^x^gr<^gcd to refrain fit>m future hostilities against 
the Sfaccabees ;. and Jonathan seems to have 
been left, deputy governor of Judea ; fi>r) as soon 
as the Syrian general had departed, he settkd 
in Michmash) and commenced a government 
neariy similar to that of the ancient Israelitish 
judges. 

While the Jews began to revive from ^ ^ 
tbc effects of their recent ca&mities, un^ J53* 
der the excellent administration of their 
pious general^ the troubles that occurred in 
Syria gave them an opportunily of wholly re« 
covering their liberty^ and eletata^ themselves to 
siich.a height of importance, that their alliance was 
eagerly courted by contending- sovereignst De« 
inetrinsy wha had so rqpeiEttedly been convinced 
of their constancy and heroism, justly dreaded 
their espousing the cause of his competitor Alex- 
ander Bains*- He therefore sent a letter to 
Jonathan, declaring hint his friend and ally, 
empowering him to levy what forces he should 
think fit, and annexing an order for the liberation 
of all the hostages^ whorhad been hitherto detained 
ki the fortress o£ Acra*- In consequence of this 
authority^ Jonathan: found his troops augment 
exceedingly, while the garrisons, left by Bac- 
chides in various, strong fortresses, eluded his re- 
sentment by a precipitate flight. 
. Alexander being apprised of these particulars^ 
resolved to draw Jonathan to his interest, by out- 
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bid&ig: the lavours bf Demetrius ; and, acconf- 
ingly^ scot hkn a most obliging letter, containing^ 
the grant of the high-priesthood and accompanied 
with some magnificent presents. 

The Jewish chief being thus invested with the 
pontifical dignity, immediately levied forces, and 
caused a. great number of military weapons to be 
made on behalf of his new patron ; whose aiii* 
ance wa& mdisputably preferablje to that of a 
man who had embraced every opportunity oT 
inflicting distress on the inhabitants of PalesdneL 
2 Alei^ander ascended the throne of Syxm 

150. ^^^^ ^^^ warmest sentiments of gratitude 
towards the Maccabitish general^ and in- 
vited him to the celetoition of the royal nuptials 
at Ptolemads, where he was received with every 
mark of friendship and esteem. During his 
stay at this place, some renegade Jews: attempted 
to prejudice Jonathan's concerns, by exhibiting 
certain malidous accusations against him ; but 
the new monarch espoused the cause of his fiiend 
with a tiTity royal benevolence, and conferred 
such accumulated honours upon him, that the 
accusers deemed it advisable to provide for their 
own safety by an immediate retreat ; and the 
object of their envy F^tumpd to Judea in the 
double capacity of pontifiT - and genesaliasimok^ 
About this time the Jewish nation began to rise 
rapidly in the esteem of foreigners; ai»d Ptolemy 
Philometer intrusted many o^ them wkdhthe moat 
important offices in his kingdom* 
« -^ A revolt of tlie Syrians, in fovour of 
148. young Demetrius, induced Apolleoius, 
governor of Ccelo-Syria and Palestine, U» 
assemble a powerful army against Jonathan. He 
ftccoiidingly marched towards^ hm as foe as^ 
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Jamnia ; batf fearing to lose the benefit of his 
cavalry by penetratiag intothe mountainous part 
of Judea, sent him a daring niesaage to come and 
engage in the ^ain cocntiy* Jotuithan accepted 
the xiiaBenge without hentatiaiiy and marched at 
the head of ten thouinuKl men to Joppa» which he 
immediatdy reduced* ApcriliMHvsadvancedagainst 
him with eight thousand foot and three thousand 
horsey teaving one thousand to surprise the Jews 
m the rear> while he attacked them in front* 
This stratagem was^ however^ adimraUy frus* 
tstttedf and the troops of ApoUoniuB were con« 
pletely routed, with the loss of eight Uiouaand 
men. Aaotos, and some of the neighbouring 
towns, were pillaged of 'immense treasures, and 
Jonathan returned, with his well-earned laurels, 
to Jerusafem* 

In return for his gallant exertions on this oc- 
casion^ Alescander tent him a rich present^ with 
tiie grant of the territory of Ekrom ; and Phi* 
lometer^ on. his arrival at Joppa, honoiu^ him 
with a most gradous reception, to the mortifica^ 
tion of his enemies, who strove to incense that 
monarch against him* 

The kingdom of Sjoiabeingtransferred to young 
Dem^rius^ sumamed Nicanea, and Ptolemy 
having &Uen in battle, Jonathan determined to 
hesiegejthe fortress of Acra, which was still oc* 
eupied by S3nrian troops^ to the great annoyance 
of those who frequented the temple- He was, at 
Ms time, well supplied with forces and engines 
for his purpose ; but in the height of the siege, 
he was compelled to leave it, and appear before 
the king at Plolemais*^ This ill-timed accident 
was, however, incapable of shaking his resolution, 
«id he accordin^y left orders at Jerusalenk 
U2 
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ft>r the strenuous pmsecution of the undeitakSi^y, 
whilst he pleaded Ms cause at court with such 
persUBsi^ eloquence, and supported it with such: 
magnificent presents^ tiiat Demetrius^ hai^ig 
dismissed his accusers, with dtsgeace, confirmed 
him in the pontificate, enrolled him among^ the 
number of his^ most esteemed friends faiid» for 
the annual tribute «f three hundred taJaits, re-^ 
leased Judea, with the three topavchies of Lydda^ 
Apharima, md Rsmathea^ from alLfiiture taxa- 
tion. Jonathan^ then retunxed- taJerusaletn> and 
redoubled his- aOauika. against the fortress ; but 
finding it i^ly to' hold out a constderable time,, 
he procured an. order for its evacuation,, together 
with that of several' other places^ which had beea 
hitherto garrisonedhy Syrians*. 
2 ^ Antiochus, the son of Alexander, coming: 
144. forward to claim the Syrian crown, ear- 
nestly requested Jonathan to espouse his^ 
cause ; and that general, in consequence of De- 
metrtus's violation of his sacred pranuaes, rescdred. 
to accept the proposal. For his comphance, he 
was indulged with a.codiixnation. of all beneficial? 
grants ; and his broker StmcMi: was made gor^ 
vemor of the sea-coasts, Groin the Ladder of Tyre, 
to the frontiers o£ £gypt, and general of all the 
forces* 

Having defeated the Demetnan troops that 
were sent to make a diversion iii Galilee, freed 
the JewSb from the continual insults of the gar^ 
xison ati Bethsura, and taken all the. towns from 
Gazga to Damascus, Jonathan returned to Je-^ 
rusalem, whence he- sent an embassy to re- 
new the. alliance between his nation and the 
Roman senate* He also ordered his ambassadors, 
to adt the same part, in their return; with the: 
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: l^cedsemonians and other Grecian slates with. 

' ^ivhom they were in friendship ; that the peace and 

felicity of the Jews might be established on a 

more permanent foundation than the gratitude of 

a, prince whom they had obliged by the most 

' signal services. 

While these alliances were forming, news ar- 

. vived at Jerusalem of the approach of a powerful 

body of forces, under the command of the De- 

. melrian generals, who had been recently expelled 

from Galilee« Jonathan immediately hastened to 

'ei^x>se their progress, and encamped over against 

. them at Amathis on the frontiers of Syria. The 

•enemy, alarmed at his sudden appearance, and 

finding that he had penetrated all their designs^ 

lighted a number of -fires to conceal their flight, 

and forsook their camp with the utmost celerity. 

.The Jewish chief, in order tx) remunerate his 

troops for their fatiguing march, fell upon a body 

of Demetrian Arabs, and, returning through 

Damascus, arrived at Jerusalem* with a coa- 

siderable spslU 

Simon, wha ha4 in the mean time, been left 
ki care of Judea/and Galilee, reviewed the gar^ 
risons of Ascalon and other fortresses, secured 
the city of Joppa with a strong guard, and took 
such other measures as. were requisite for the 
preservation of tiie new acquisitions. He then 
followed his brother to Jerusalem, and called a 
council, wherein it was agreed, that all the forts 
of Judea should be thoroughly repaired, that the 
wall of the metropolis should be rebuilt, and that 
a new wall should be raised between Mount Sion 
and the rest of the city, to cut off all communL- 
cation with the fortress of Acta.. 
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^ ^ Jonatlian had governed the Jevi^ stater 
2^ ' with equal prudence and success nearly se* 
venteen years, when the perfidious Try- 
phon prevailed on him to disband his numerous 
army, and soon after decoyed him into the city 
of Ptolemais,wherehe was inhumanly murdered, 
Botwithstandii^ a considerable sum had beea 
sent irom Judea under the name of a ransom. 
The news of his assassinatfon, and the slaughter 
of one thousand persons who attended him, was^ 
no sooner published m Jerusalem, than the wh(^ 
city was ^rown into the utmost ccmstemation, 
every one expecting the arrival of the murderer^ 
together with all. the heathens and apostates wha 
had been chastised with exemplary severity by 
the late general. And, indeed, those fears were 
but too well grounded, as Tryphon was^ actually 
preparing to invade Judea with a force that might 
extirpate the whole nation. 

In this emergency the Jews promoted Simbn^ 
the only surviviAg son of Mattadiias, Vo the high- 
priesthood, and prevailed on him to accept the 
ccunmand^ their troops. He accordmgly ex- 
erted himself to complete the fordficati<ms of tiie 
city, and to assemble a respectaMe army before 
the arrival of Tryphon should deprive him of the 
means. But that cowardly traitor, on the report 
of these spirited measures, thought proper to 
temporise, and hastened back to Syria. As soon 
as he had retired, Simon caused the murdered 
bodies of Antiochus and Jonathan, with his two 
sons, to be brought to Modin, and buried in the 
sepulchre of his ancestors. 

Ambassactors being sent, to notify the trea- 
cherous murder of Jonathan, to Rome and Lar 
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.ced^aaoosh both nations expressed the utmost 
, resentment against Tryphon's cruelty, and cheer- 
fuller renewed Iheir friendship with Simon ; to 
whom they 8«it a ratification of their alliance 
. eng^ved on coiq>er, together with congratulatory 
letters on his accession to the pontifical dignity* 
. Having thus strengthened hin^sdf by alliaikces* 
. and fortified the country against iftvaaion, he sent 
an embassy to Demetrius, whom Tryphon had 
stripped of the greatest part of his kingdom, 
offenng to acknowledge. his sovereignty, and assist 
- him in dispossessing the usurper, on condition 
that he would confirm him in his dignities, and 
his nation in all their privileges and immunities* 
. These proposals, accompanied with a rich crowti 
: of gold, and some other cosUy presents, were so 
acceptable to Demetrius, that he immediately 
sent a letter under the royal signature* by which 
. he granted all the demands, constituted Simon a 
sovereign prince of the Jewish nation, and re- 
leased the land entirely from foreign dominiolw 
.Prom this time Simon assumed the name of 
prince and high-priest of the Jews ; which dig- 
'Ditie^ having been colififmed to him and hia de- 
scendants by the Sanhedrim^ all public ac^ts were 
ordered to be made in his name* 

Simon'a chief concern now was, to strengthen 
himself in his new dignity j for which purpose he 
repaired and fortified all his ganiscms afresh f 
sent Jonathan, the son of Absalom, to besiege 
Joppa ; and advanced himself against the city of 
.Gaz^, which he purified of tik its idolatrous 
monuments, and garrisoned with a body of Jew* 
4sh troops* 

In. the course of the next year, the fortress of 
Acrawaa. surrendered, after it had beeahcl^bjr 
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the Syrians forthe term of tirenty^fiTeyewB.^ X&e 
garrison were permitted to march out peaceably,. 
whilst Simon and his attendants entered Hiith. 
branches of palm, songs of thaaksgivd^, and 
other demonstrations of joy. It was at first de- 
«igned to be lustrated for the re»dehce of some 
Jewish soldiers ; but, on mature deliberatioQ, k 
was deemed most advisable to demolish 1X9 to* 
gether with the hill on wluch it stood, that it 
mieht be no more in a condition to annoy the 
temple of God. 

^ Antiochtis being invited by his ssster-in^ 

j^* bw, Cleopatra, to make an attempt on 
the throne of Syria, sent a very obligin|g^ 
letter to the Jewish pontiff, in which he con* 
firmed all his dignities, revenues, and authority i 
and added, besides matoy other privil^^es, tbe 
power of coining thdr own money, virhich Simon 
imme^ately made iise of. The prince, howerert 
bad no sooner established himadf in the regal 
^Ifnity, before a freish eihbassy waa sent to 
renew and strengthen the alliance of the Jewa 
with Rome* 

Soon after this period, Antiochus insisted npotk 
Simon^s surrendering Joppa, Gazara, and the 
citadel of Jerusalem, or else paying five hundred 
talents for each, sjid five hundred more for the 
ravages wluch the Jews had committed in hia 
dominions. Atheriobius was sent to Jerusalem 
upon that business ; but Simon boldly replied, he 
was in possession of nothing but the inheritance 
of his ancestors, except tbe fortresses of Joppa 
and Gazara, whkh he had been compelled to 
seize, in order to suppress the continual devasta- 
tions they made In Judea, that he was willing to 
pay the king a hundred talents for those ^ but 
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'ihsSt lie coiildby no means consent to 'make any 
Testitation for the fortress of Acra* Atheriobiut 
Yetomed with this answer to the king, and Cen» 
-debeus, one of the nobles, was immediately com- 
missioned to invade Judea. vj 

Cendebeus having received the government of 
Phcenicia and Palestine, marched at the head of 
« rmmerons army towards Jamnia and Joppai 
wh^ice he made many inroads into Judea, took 
VL great number of prisoners, and laid waste 
«dl that part of the country* 

On the report of this invasion, Simon being too 
'^ar advanced in years to head the troops, called 
his two sons, John and Judas, into^his presence^ 
^and committed his impoitant charge to them) 
solemnly conjuring them to imitate the ilhistnous 
examples of their deceased uncles, and to ven* 
ture their Hves boldly in behalf of their religion 
«2id country. 

The young commanders immefiately set 
T>ut ?tt the head of twenty thousand foot j^^ 
soldiers, besides some cavalry, and on the 
morrow came up with the enemy* The engage- 
ment was furious, and, Ibr some time, well 
"disputed on both sides ^ but at length the Sy<- 
lians were struck with an extraordinary fright at 
the sound of the sacred trumpets, and retreated 
in the utmost confusion. Cendebeus himself was 
pursued to the gates of Cedron; a prodigious 
number were slain in their flight, and two thou- 
sand perished in the fcHts that were burnt in the 
plains of Azotus. Ha^ng obtained this signal 
victory, the valiant brothers returned to Jeru- 
salem without any considerable loss. 

About three years after this exploit, Ptolemy, 
the son4n-law to the high-priest, invited Simon, 
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vkh bis two sons, Judas and Malthias to a 
sumptuous entertainment at his castle> and caused 
them to be there assassinated by hired ruffians* 
The perfidious monster had, at the same tune, 
sent an invitation to John, sumamed Hyrcanus, 
but he happily escaped the snare, and caused 
the messengers of Ptolemy to be put to death. 

Hyrcan deeming it imprudent to continue at 
Gazara after the assassination of his father and 
brethren, advanced with all possible haste towards 
Jerusalem, where the murderer arrived as soon: 
as he, and demanded admittance at the same 
time. The citizens readily admitted Hyrcan,' 
and invested him with his father^s dignitiea; but 
the wretch who, under the specious mask of 
hospitality, had decoyed an affectionate and pious 
relative to an ignoble death, and basely mur- 
dered two promising youths from motives of the 
blackest nature, was repulsed with laudable 
indignation. 

^tiochus, upon the news of Simon's death, 
resolved to revenge the late defeat of Cendebeus. 
He accordingly entered Judea the same year with a 
powerful array, and driving Hyrcan before him, 
laid close siege to Jerusalem. ' The garrison irere 
soon reduced to extremities, and the most dread- 
ful ideas entertained of the king's intentions ; 
but when they solicited a truce of seven days, 
for the purpose of celebrating the feast of taber- 
nacles, Antiochus sent them a considerable num-. 
ber of victims) with several vessels of gold and 
silver filled with precious pecfiimes, and soon 
after consented to grant them a peace, on condi- 
tion that their arms should be delivered up, their 
city wall demolished, and a certain tribute 
paid for the towns which they held out of Judea. 
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' H-y jcan finding, on the death of Anti- 
Qclnis, that the kingdom of S3aia was rent {^o' 
OTitiK intestine commotions, marched thi- 
nner -with a. considerable army, in order to seize 
pposi some of the defenceless cities* He ac* 
«arc&ig]y reduced Madeba, Samega, and several 
others, -both in Arabia and Phoenicia ; and may 
be said to have effected a complete deliverance 
£ar his nation from the oppression of Syria ; for 
neither be nor any of his successors paid homage 
to the kings of Syria from thb time, but lived 
fcee and independent. 

He now turned his victorious arms against the 
Samaritans, from whom he took Sechem and 
Garizzim, and demolished the temple formerly 
built by Sanballat, with all the idolatrous altars 
«nd monuments that had* been erected in the 
time of Jezebel. The following year he con* 
^uered Idumea and issued out a proclamation, 
commanding all persons to adopt the rite of cir- 
cumcision, or quit the country ; in consequence 
of which, the Idumeans consented to forsake 
.their idolatrous practices, and were incorporated 
Jirto the Jewish commonwealth, i 

Having thus augmented his conquests, and 
a«newed his alliance with the Romans, Hyrcan 
•«aw himself well estabKshed in his dominions, 
^whUe the kingdoms of Egypt and Syria were 
convulsed with a succession of wars and revo- 
.lutioRB* Alexander Zebina courted his friend- 
-nhip on his accessicm to the Syrian throne, but 
«thk prince being soon killed, Andochus Gry> 
phus prepared $o invade Judea in resentment of 
^Hyrcan's attachment to his rival ; . but his design 
-was suddenly frustrated by the hostile approach of 
4us brother* 

. VoL.IL X 
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Hyrcan now enjoyed his sovereign authority 
indthout any disturbance^ and continued to amass 
immense treasures by the tributes he received 
from his own flourishing country^ and those 
recently subjected to his dominion. At length, 
some hostilities committed by the Samaritans 
against the city of Maressa, gave him an oppor* 
tunity of renewing the war against that people* 
Having advanced with his two sons, Ant^nus 
and Aristobulus, at the head of a numerous 
army to Samaria, he encompassed the city with a 
wall, and a deep ditch of four thousand paces 
circuit, by which the inhabitants were reduced to 
such extremities, that they were compelled to eat 
cats, dogs, and all other unclean animals. In 
this miserable situation, however, they found 
means to send for succour to Antiochus Cyr- 
zicenus, then king of Syria, who hastened with 
a considerable body of forces to their assistance. 
Hyrcan's presience was now indispensably neces- 
sary at Jerusalem, the grand day of expiation 
being at hand ; but Aristobulus marched against 
the Syrians, and defeated them with great 
slaughter. The siege was then renewed with 
unabated vigour, and the city was at length 
razed to tlie ground by Hyrcan, who, from this 
time, became more and more powerful, and an- 
nexed the provinces of Galilee and Samaria to his 
former territories in Palestine* . 

Having thus raised the Jewish religion and 
commonwealth to so envialHe a height, and ex- 
ercised with equal prudence the functions of a 
sovereign prince and pondiT, Hyrcan died in the 
twenty-ninth year of his high-priesthood, and 
left five sons, Aristobulus, Antigonus, Alex- 
ander, Absalom, and one whose name does not 
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occur. The reign of this illastmus Asmonean 
^nras no less remarkable for the happy eiFects of 
his government at home, than for his heroic 
firmness in the field of battle, and the surprising 
extent of his conquests* In his life he was be- 
loved by his peo{de, esteemed by his allies, and 
dreaded by his enemies ; and his death was re- 
gretted by all the Jews, except the Pharisee faction, 
mrho embittered his last days, and endeavoured to 
blacken his memory by the vilest calumnies* 

Arisiobulus immediately succeeded to • ^ 
his father's dignities ; and, for some time, ^^' 
permitted Antigonus to share the govern- 
ment with him, but afterwards caused him to be 
kiUed upon suspicion of di^oyalty. His mother 
having claimed a right to the sovereignty, by vir- 
tue of Hyrcan's wiU, was barbarously starved to 
death ; and her other sons were kept in close 
confinement : while this tyrannical persecutor as- 
sumed the royal diadem, which had not been 
worn by any of his predecessors, and effected the 
conquest of Iturea. His successes were, however, 
soon impeded by sickness ; and the deep remorse 
he felt for the crime of pamcide, produced a vo- 
miting of blood, which put a speedy period to his 
life and infamous reign. 

Alexander being set at liberty by the queen, as- 
sumed the reins of government ; and took Ab- 
salom, the youngest brother, under his protection. 
In the first year of his reign, he led an army 
against the city of Ptolemais, expecting to reap 
some advantages from the civil wars of Syria ; but 
whilst he was engaged in the siege of that place, 
Ptolemy Lathyrus invaded his dominions, dis- 
possessed him of Azochis in Galilee, took ten 
Ihousamiof his subjects captive, and defeated his 
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tixx^ with great slaughter near the banl^s of the 
Jordem. These exploits would) in all fMPdbabitity^ 
have been soon succeeded by the ctmquest dT 
Judea, had not Cleopatra, by her unexpected ar* 
riral, compelled Lathyrus to retire. 
g ^ The Jewish prince, having acknow-^ 

ibo. 1^^^^ Cleopatra's timely assistance by 
some magnificent presents, and ingratti^^ 
himself with her by his polite behaviour, returned 
to Jerusalem, where he recruited his bft^^i ar« 
my, said made such arrangements as might enable 
him to retiieve his late disgrace by &ome iinpcnt* 
ant acquisitions. Crossing the Jord«(Q» he laid siege 
to Gadara, which he reduced at the end of ten 
months; whence he proceeded to Asaathust 
another strong fortress, where Theodotua, the son 
of Zeno, tyrant of Philadelphiat had deposited an 
immense treasure. This he also took with tolerable 
facility; but Theodotus, having assembledapower^ 
ful army, fell upon him as he was returning from 
the siege, killed ten thousand of hia men# put the 
rest to a precipitate flight, and carried off, to* 
gether with his own wealth, «; v^tf considtn^le 
booty, 

^ This defeat occasi<med the Pharisees^ 

gQ ' his implacable enemies, to vilify his go* 
vemment; but Alexander waa by no 
means discouraged from pursuing his warlike de« 
signs. He therefore hastened to revenge himself 
on the Gasaeans ; who, by iumishing Lrathyru$ 
with auxiliaries, had caused his late overthrow* 
He immediately invested the towns of Raphiaand 
Anthedon; and^ next year^ advanced agauist 
Gaza, which made a vigorous defence, but was at 
lengdi reduced by treachery. Having obtained 
admission, he promised toi treat Uxe inhabitanta 
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with demeocy, but soon abandon^ them to the 
lury of his troops^ and reduced their city to a 
heap of ruins. * 

On his return from this expedition, be » ^ 
'was treated in the most contemptuous man- ^ ' 
ner by* the citizens of Jerusalem ; who, 
liaving been exasperated by the Pharisees, ac- 
tiiaDy pelted him as he was officiating at the great 
altar on the feast of tabernacles ; and insulted him 
.with the most opprobrious language. The inter- 
ference of the soldiery, however, dispersed the 
riotous assembly ; and Alexander immediately 
took the most prudent precautions for his future 
safety* 

Soon after this occurrence he marched from 
Jerusalem, at the head of a numerous army, and 
destroyed the city of Amathus. He then subdued 
the Arabians ; and laid the Moabites and the Gi-^ 
leaditish mountaineers under tiibute ^ but, in con- 
sequence of a defeat, which he sustained near Ga- 
daca, he was compelled to return to his metro- 
polis> where the ardfices of the Pharisees had, by 
•this time, Jblown the embers of discontent into an 
•pen flame of rebellion* Alexander quickly as- 
sembled a body of forces to espouse his cause, and 
a dvil war ensued, which continued for the space 
of six years, and swept fifty thousand of the rebels 
;ta an un6mely grave, besides involving the nation 
inr imiumerable calamiUes* 

Demetrius immediately resolved to avail ^ ^ 
himself of these fierce contentions, and in- §9^ ' 
vaded Judea- trith an army of three thou- 
sand horse and forty thousand foot, partly Jews 
and partly Syrians; and Alexander marched 
.against him v&th twenty thousand Jews and six 
thousand Gixek auxiliaries : but the latter was 
X2 
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defeated, and obfiged to fly to the ToanattSaa lor 
fthdter* He was, however, wMtanAy relieved bj 
a defection of the adverse Jews ; and Demetrius 
left the coontiy in order toq^ose the prc^^resa of 
his brother Plulip* 

Alexander eagerlf embraced this opfpostiniitf 
of marching against his pebeffious sabjects, wfaoim 
he defeated in several engagaxientSy but ^ridioat 
bringing them to siabraissi<»i, till he at iength cut 
off* the greater part oC their forces in oik dedsive 
battle, and droTe the rest infeo Betfaoniey where 
he closely besieged them ; and next jmtf having 
made hknself master of llie ptaoe^ chaatised Iheilr 
disobedience with unparalleled severity. 

Having thus efiei^tiMlfy crushed the r^dfion» 
Alexander crossed the Jofdan, to tecorer some 
places ki Ars^bia, MaiA>iles, and (Ulead ^ whidi 
he had been recently &»<ced to ainrendierw This. 
Invasion brbnght ArelM, king of Arahia and 
€«lo-Syria, kMo Judea, wherelic obtaiDed aoiat 
advantages ; but soon w$did»ew his troops, and 
left the Asmonean topumie hia design: who 
ncGording^y demolished the cky of Bdia ; pil- 
h^ed Essa of tok immenae treaaune v made hii»- 
self master of Gualaifih Sde««ia9 and Gaiwda; 
and carried Demetrius^ who 'CottkHMtaded in dK>se 
places, prisoner to Jen^alem. 

The success of this expedi^on gfdned die load 
api^ause of the populace ;. and Alexander vn» 
.now become an object of fenxor to the ttorround- 
ing nations; but his i»ireini«Uag debaucheciea 
threw him into ah obstinate q[uaffta&4ig«te^ and 
hastened his deatii* Ndth^r his pteaMies ftnat 
thstemper could, however, impress his aniiiur lor 
conquest ; for he persisted in aeeking glory in 
^xe field of battle, till hia Meogth wasemMf 
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exkMMds imd he 4M is Uffc^inp} befom ihe 
fortress of Regaba* 

He Uft two sons, Hyrcanas aDd Aristobulus ; 
tMUt bequei^ed th« goverament of the state to his 
wife Atexaadra, duripg her Hfe ; and then to 
<eiaier of the pnnces a9 she might think &• The 
^neen foreseeing the extren^e danger to 'which 
herseif and kmfy wouM, in all probalnlitx, l» 
^Mposfd'by the maliieeof the Phariseest consulted 
lier dying c<|dsoK on that important subject ; and 
.recetW such advice a$ had the de^red effect 
opcm the Ejects of her apprehension. 

HTToatms, the eide^t son, vw deear^ ^ 
fk fit aiiooe$9gr (o his falher in the peintj- ^B 
£oate^ hecause hi^ wns less likeljr to ininer- 
fiete with the regal anthcnity than his younger 
htotiatiVf who was oC a more enterpii^ng' genius. 
But though the (}iieen took eiTecjtiial nieimires foi* 
ihe preren6)a of any distuihance in her pvm f^ 
mly, she mu9 equally ajbimed and veiled by the 
witiractable Phansees, who soon began to grow 
insolent upon her htmibte submissions, and con^ 
peMed her to gmnt the tiM^t eiorbitaiit demands, 
to the defogialion of her f>feFogative, and the nm- 
nifeflt injury of her subjects. 

Upon inteUigeBcethat Tigranes, king<^ ^ ^ 
Armenia^ had entered Syria with *n army ^ * 
fif fifty thousand men, and that he de- 
signed to inarch from thence into Palestine ; the 
wh<4e kingclom was thrown into coos^mation, 
itot being able to oppose so powerful an invad^n^ 
The queen therefore sent an embassy, accom- 
lutfded ¥nth many valuable presents, to avert the 
impending sitorm ; and had, soon after, the sMMtit- 
jbd&Hi to find that Tigr&nfi3 was &rc^ U> ro- 
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tire to his own countiy, which was threat^ed by 
the Romans. 

About this time Alexandra was seized with a 
dangerous fit of sickness^ which induced her 
youngest acm to make an effort for the succession* 
He accordingly left Jerusalem with the utmost 
privacy, *and contrived to gain over the governors 
of several important fortresses to his party*^ 

The news of this imKeeding no sooner reached 
the Pharisees, than they hastened with Hyrcan to 
the queen, and conjured her to take some reso- 
lution in the desperate posture of their a£Rurs» 
Alexandra was then in the agonies of death, and 
had but just strength enough to tell them, she 
left it wholly to them to provide for their own 
safety ; appointed Hyrcan her successor *r and was- 
well assured they had a sufitcient force, to frus- 
trate the ambitious designs of Aristobulus. The 
exertion which attended these words was toe 
strong for her debilitated frame, and she ex|Mred 
Immediately after, in the seventy-third year oF 
her age, and the ninth of her reign.- 

Aristobulus immediately assumed the royal title 
and state, while the Pharisees seized on his wife 
and children and confined them in the castle 
of Bans. A battle was soon afber fought at 
Jericho, in which most of Hyrcan's forces re- 
volted- to his brother, so that he was compelled to 
retire to Jerusalem, where he obtained a peace 
from Aristobulus, on condition of resigning his 
•dignities, and contenting himself with his pecuHar 
patrimony in a private life. 
- Antipater, an Idumean proselyte, who had 
been raised to the government of his native coun* 
try by Alexander Jannxus^ begatv to deqiair of 
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further advancement in coiifiequeace of this dis« 
positiDn5 and kad some reason to dread the re- 
sentment of the reigning prince* He therefore 
joined the discontent Pharisees, and ofiEered to 
procure the assistance of Areta»^king of Arabia^ 
for the accompti^ment of their designs. Haying 
obtained a convmission for that puipose, he visited 
the Arabian court, and performed his task with 
such diligence, that he soon came back for the 
prince^ and conveyed him with sarpxising secrecy 
to Petra, where he presented him to the king i 
and used so many persuasive arguments in his 
behalf) that Aretas promised to invade Jude% 
and accordingly inarched thither with an army 
of five thousand men. Aristobulus hearing of 
his arrival, and finding that he ^as jc^ned by all 
the makcMitents, advanced to oppose his progress i 
but, after an obstinate engagem^it, he was de« 
feated with great lossj and forced to fly to the 
metropcdis* The victoriouil Arabian, pursuing his 
advantage, proceeded likewise to Jerusalem, and 
compt^Ued Aristobulus, wkh his few remaining 
£;>rces, to tfilij^ shelter in the preciuQt of th^ 
temple* 

In this emergency Aristobulus i?esolved 
to apply for succour to the Romans* He g^^ 
acconiingly sent ambassadors to Scaurus, 
who was then on the road from Syria, imploring 
his friendship, and offering a considerable sum for 
his a3si^tance* Scaurus immediately wrote to 
Ai^t$iS)r commanding him to vrithdraw his troop^i 
Svom Judea, under the penalty of being declared 
an enemy to Rome > and the Arabian readily 
obeyed. Aristobulus being thm relieved, assemr 
Med an army wi* all possible dispat^jh^ and puw- 
81^ his inivader, whom.het now de&aled nfilft th.<8i 
loM oC MV9A ttowndxi^a*. 
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About the same time Pompey arrived at Da- 
mascuS) and received ambassadors from all the 
neighbouring states, particularly those of Judea, 
Syria, and Egypt. The princes of these holding 
their dignities by a precarious title, were exceed- 
ingly desirous to gain the Romans to their in- 
terest ; and with that view sent a profusion of 
rich presents to tlieir general. On his arrival in 
Coelo-Syria, Hyrcan and Aristobulus each sent a 
second embassy to implore his patronage against 
the other. Pompey heard both deputies with 
seeming equanimity, dismissed them with fair 
promises, and ordered the contending brothers to 
appear in person and plead their cause before 
him. 

Early in the following spring Pompey returned 
to Syria, where be took several fortresses, deposed 
several petty tyrants, and came at length to Da- 
mascus. Here he found the Jewish princes 
waiting to plead their cause, and provided with a 
number of witnesses to substantiate their respec- 
tive complaints. On the day appointed for their 
audience, a body of Jews came forward to accuse 
them of acting contrary to the ancient laws, and 
of reducing the Jewish naUon to a state of slavery, 
by introducing a monarchical government, after 
the high-priests of God had long discharged the 
duties of government, without assuming the regal 
dignity. Hyrcan then complained of the injus- 
tice of his younger brother, in deposing him from 
that authority, which was his hereditary right, 
and -forcing him into private life, while the re- 
venues of his kingdom were seized by. the usur- 
per, and his neighbours continually plundered 
both by sea and land. Aristobuluft readily soi- 
Bwered, that he had, indeed, wrested the govern- 
ment from his brother i not imn any ambitious 
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view of his own, but for the benefit of the na- 
tion9 who contemned the authority of a person 
so sluggish and inactive as Hyrcan ; and with re- 
spect to the royal title, he observed, he was guilty 
of no innovation, as his father Alexander had 
bome it before him* Pompey having heard and 
duly considered the pretensions of each party, 
resolved to declare in &vour of Hyrcan; but 
prudently concealed his intention, lest Aristo- 
bulus should obstruct his expedition against the 
Xabatheans ; and dismissed them with an assur- 
ance that he would .visit Judea, as soon as he had 
vanquished Aretis, and there determine the con- 
troversy. 

This declaration was so unsatisfactory to the 
younger brother,' that he departed in disgust, 
first to Dalion and then to Judea, without ts^ing 
leave a£ the Roman general. Pompey, incensed 
at this disrespectful behaviour, marched directly 
in pursuit of him at the head of his troops ; and 
hearing that he was at the castle of Alexandria^ 
summoned him to appear and account for his 
rashness. Aristobulus was with much difficulty 
prevailed on, to prevent a war with Rome, to 
obey the summons. At length, however, he 
went, and exerted himself to the utmost, in com- 
pliments, presents, and promises, to obtain the 
aid of Pompey's protection ; but, instead of ef- 
fectinjg^ his purpose, he had the mortification to 
find he must deliver all his fortresses into the 
Roman's hands. He then perceived the true ex- 
tent of his misfortune, and deeply regretted his 
havrag appealed to so partial an arbitrator ; but, 
being now in the power of his adversary, he was 
necessitated to submit. 

Aristobulus no sooner found himself at liberty 
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afi*er^s unexpected humiliation, than lie hsEsteti- 
td to Jerusalem, fuHy fesolved to frustrate the 
effects of Pompey's decisicm ; but, on the imme- 
diate pursuit of that generstl, he repented of his 
imprudence, and humbly prostrating himscH' at 
Wafeet,promised'to ^e him a considerable ^um 
t>f money if he woiild forbear any hostilides against 
the nation* The general agreed to his proposal, 
and detained him in the camp, whilst Gabinius 
"Was sent to demand the stipulated sum ; but, on 
the garrison ^refusing to fulfil the agree m e n t, 
Aristobuius was loaded with chains, and the army 
^ordered to march-directly against the city. 

TjJ[ie faction of Hyrcan being the more nume- 
rous, readily opened the gates, whilst that of Aris- 
tobulus'took shelter in the temple. Pompey sent 
t»ne of his generals tosecure the place and the roy- 
al palace, while tiiose who occupied the tenip^e 
were buaily empioyed in fortifying every part of 
it for sustaining a siege* Battering rams and 
•other engines of war being brought from Tyre, 
a power^ attack was made^on the north side of 
the edifice, which was the weakest, though enclos- 
ed with strong walls, high towers, and a deep 
ditch. The besieged were, howeyer, so industri- 
t>us in levelling and dismounting the works of 
their enemy, that they jnight in all probability 
have held out a considerable time, had they not, 
at the end of three months, adopted their old te« 
net of non-resistance on the sabbath. 

The besiegers having at length observed, that 
110 opposition was made to their attempts on that 
day, took the advantage of getting all things 
ready for an assault; and <mi the ensuing ssdb- 
bath mastered the place, by battering down one 
of the towers, together with a part of the wall. 
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A horrid slaughter immediately ensued, in which 
twelve thousand persons perished by the arms of 
the Romans, besides many others who died by 
their own hands. The priests, however, con- 
trived to offer up their usual sacrifices and devo- 
tions with the same calmness as if they had been 
in perfect safety, and suffered themselves to be 
. massacred before the altar with as much meek- 
ness as the victims they Were then offering. Pom- 
pey was much surprised at this religious heroism, 
tint caused alt the prisoners to be put to death 
who had been mast zealous against him*; whilst 
great numbers eluded the fury of. his troops, by 
thdx>wing themselves down precipices, or envelop- - 
ing themselves and their apartments in flames. 

The Biceof the Jewish afTairs was now entirely 
changed. Hyrcan, though restored to the pon- 
tificate with the specious title of prince, was de- 
prived of the royal diadem, and made tributary to 
Home ; all the cities which his valiant predeces- 
sors had taken in Coelo-Sym and Phosnicia, were 
restored to Syria; and he was strictly forbidden 
to extend his territory beyond the ancient borders 
of Judea. Pompey having thus subdued the 
Jewish nation, and gratified his curiosity by pe- 
netrating into the most sacred recesses of the 
temple, pulled down the walls of Jerusalem, and 
lefl Scaurus governor, with a sufficient body of 
troops to prevent a future revest. He then set 
out for Rome, taking, with him Aristobulus and 
kis four children, as captives to adorn his triumph. 
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SECT. IV. 

The History of the Jewa^Jrom their being subdued 
by the Romans to the Reign of Herod the Great. 

HYRCAN had no sooner obtained a deliver- 
ance from his rival brother, than he relapsed 
into his former indolence, and left the care of his 
affairs to Antipater, ivho &iled not to turn it to 
the advantage and agg^randizement of his own 
family. 

J. p^ Alexander, son of Aristobulus, con- 
^^ ' trived, in the mean time, to escape fix>ni 
Rome, and to return into Judea ; where 
he soon raised a powerful party, and an army of 
ten thousand foot and fifteen hundred horse. He 
also began to fortify several eminent fortresses 
near the foot of the Arabian mountains, and aug- 
mented the number of his followers so rapidly, 
that Hyrcan, being in no condition to oppose him, 
was compelled to call in the Romans, in order to 
suppress this new invader. A body of troops 
being immediately sent from Syria, Alexander 
was obliged to retire* into the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, where he was defeated with the loss 
of three thousand men. From thence he removed 
to Alexandrion, and was closely besieged by Ga- 
binius, till at length he was dismissed with par* 
don and impunity, through the exqui^te prudence 
of his mother, who* had insinuated herself into the 
Roman general's favour. Gabinius ordered the 
fortress to be destroyed, with those of Machaeron 
and Hyrcanson, that they might no longer be an 
occasion of fresh revolts; and conducted Hytcan 
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to Jerusalem^ fo^r the express purpose of reinstat- 
ing him in his pontincal dignity. He then di« 
vided the province into five districts, and esta- 
blished a separate court of judicaturc \n each, by 
which means the government was transformed 
into an aristocracy ; and the Jews, who had been 
hitherto governed by their own monarchical pon- 
tiffs, fell underthe subjection of a race of tyrants. 
' Soon after this event, Aristobulus found means 
to escape from prison, and to enter Judea with his 
son Antigonus* Here he was joined by a consi- 
derable number of Jews, who offered to assist him 
in rebuilding the castle of Alexandrion. A de« 
tachment of* Romans, however, cut off the great- 
est part of his adherents, and drove the rest intb 
the ruinated fortress of Machaeron ; whence Aris- 
tobulus and his son were sent, oovered with 
wounds, to the same prison in which they had 
been confined after Pompey's triumph. 

Gabinius being invited next year into Egypt 
to assbt Ptolemy Auletes in the. recovery of hia 
crown, Alexander seized that opportunity of en- 
tering Judea, at the head of a considerable army, 
and taking an ample revenge on the Romans 
wherever. he found them. His successes were 
however of short duration, as Gabinius hastened 
towards him on tlie firs^ account of his invasion, 
and defeated him in the vicinage of Mount Tabor 
with the loss of ten thousand men. 

Crassus, succeeding Gabinius, in the 
government of Syria, found the whole pro- ^^ * 
vince in peace, a circumstance which gave 
him leisiu^ to pursue his £aivburite design -of 
invading the Parthians. But previously to hia 
departure on that expedition, he plundered th^ 
temple at Jerusalem of every thii\g that was va^ 
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luablci n&t excepting the most saczcd utcndlsw 
The whole amount of this sacrilegious pallagne 
is stud to have bee(i upwards* of two mUiioiis 
sterling. 

^ ^ On the death of this monster of impiety, 
52, ' Cassius led the poor remains of his army 

to suppress the incursions which the vic- 
torious Parthians now made in tiiat province* 
From thence he marched into Jucba^ vrhere he 
besieged the city of Tariclia on the south shore, 
of the lake Gennezaretii^ whitl^er Pitolaizs had 
vetreated with the surviving remnant of Alexan- 
der's Action. The place being ceduced> Pitoiaus 
was put to death by the counsel of Antipater^ 
and thirty thousand individuals were taken pri- 
soners* ... 
^ ^ About three years after the reduction of 
. ^^ 'Tanchaeay. Julius Caesar became master of 

Rome, when thinking that Aristobulus 
might render him some service agfdnst Pbmpef , 
he set him at liberty, and sent him ihlio Paiestintf 
at the head of two legions, to overa:wb the Sj^ 
lians ; but some of Pompey's partismifl contrived 
to poison him) and by .that means fiiistrated 
Cxsar's politic de^gn. The news of his return 
into Judea induced his son, Alexander, to nose 
some forces to join him Qn his arrival ; but Me* 
tellus Scipio, son*in-law to Pompey, caused the 
unfortunate pnnce to be seized and brought be- 
fore his tribunal at Antioch, where he was imme- 
diately doomed to suffer decapitation. 

In the mean time^ the war between Cxsar and 
Pompey afforded the Jews an opportunity, of in- 
gratiating themselves with the former, who was 
then waiting impatiently in Egypt for new levies 
under Mithridates the Pergamenian. Tbese being 
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unable to break through Pelusiam, he was obRged 
to stop at Ascalon for new reinforcements ; dU 
the arrival of Antipater at the head of three thou*- 
sand Jews, with some other succours, drawn from 
, Armenia, Mount Libanus, and Syria, enabled 
htm to carry the city of Pelusium by assault. In 
return for this well*titned assistance, and the gal- 
lantry of the Jewish commander, Caesar confirmed 
Hyrcan in the pontificate, entailed the principality 
of Jodea on his posterity for ever, and oi^ered a 
pillar to be erected, whereon various beneficial 
gprants were confirmed to the Jewish nation* He 
also conceived a particular esteem for Antipater, 
and gave him some unequivocal marks of friend- 
shi[i, by presenting him with the freedom of 
Rome, making him procurator of Judea, and ad- 
Tancing him to a distinguished post in the army* 
• Antigonus, hearing of these particulars, has- 
tened to the dictator, and presented an accusation 
against the new favourites, representing the mis- 
fortanes his &miiy had suffered, and petitioning 
for the restoration of his father's principality. 
Antipater, howerer, defended hb own cause anfi 
that of Hyrcan wkh such forcible eloquence, that 
the accuser was repulsed, as a factious and tur- 
bulent person ; and the late decree in favour of 
his enemies was engraved on brazen tables, to be 
hung up in the temples of Ascalon, Tyre, and 
Sidmi, as well as in the capitoi at Rome, whither 
Hyrcan soon afterwards sent ambassadors to 
renew his alliance with that nation, and to obtain 
a promissory decree for rebuitdiikg the wall of 
Jenisalem. 

Antipater on his return from Tyre, whitiier he 
had accompanied his patron, exerted himself to 
restore the Jewish state to its ancient model, and 
Y2 
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to rep^r the fortifications of Jerusalein. He be*« 
Bto\red the government of that metn^tis on his 
eldest 80D Phasael, and made Herod his seGond 
son governor of Galilee.L The former neglected 
notiung that could render him popidar in his new 
ofiice; and the latter soon signalized himself by 
the extirpation of a dangerous banditti^ that liad 
long infested the country ; so that Anti{>ater had 
the satisfaction of sedng his sons become die 
darlings of the nation, without apfiarently lessen^ 
ingany part of their respect to Hyrcan, vrho still 
seemed to be at the head of all national concenis* 
This rapid augmentation of power in Anti- 
pater's fionily was, however, by no means pleasing 
to the generality of the * people, who regarded 
Herod's conduct, with respect to the banditti, as 
highly culpable in itself, said prelusive of future 
iyranny. They accordingly prevailed on their 
high-priest to sunmion Herod befi»re bim and the 
sanhedrim % but the appearance of that young 
hero on the day of audience, gave them to un- 
derstand that he came not as a firivate fiersonj 
much kss as a cu^ri/^ in expectation of an un&* 
vobrable sentence* He was clothed in purf^y 
attended by a numerous retinue, and fHtyvided 
with tetters from Sextus Cesarr which seem tot 
have been calculated to intimidate the sanhedrim, 
rather than to recommend his cause to the pontiff 
who wasalready sufiiGientlyin.his interest. These 
circumstances struck such Jin awe iato the court, 
that cum'e of his accusers. ventured fbr some time 
lo open their lips ; butat lengdi Sameas, a mao^ 
of known virisdom and integrity, boldly stepped 
forward^ and arraigned him, not on^ fbr his 
former crime, but for his present audacity, in* 
attempting to frighten his judges^ instead of cxr^ 
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culpating himself from the charges preferred 
against him. Hyrcan, perceiving the impression 
which this speech made on the court, adjourned 
it till the next daj, and advised Herod pri- 
vately to elude the impending danger by a timely 
flight* Heix)d accordingly retired to Damascust 
xrhence he sent a contemptuous message to the 
sanhedrim, importing that if they were dis^ 
posed to summon him again, he would disclaim 
their jurisdiction. 

J. ^ Two years after this transaction^ Hyr^ 
^ * can obtained a fresh decree for fortifying 
his metropolis ; tc^pether with sach a pro* 
fosion of immunities and privileges, that the 
Jewish nation could hardly be said to feel the 
.weight of the Roman yoke. This happy state was 
not, however^ of long duration, as two remarkable 
accidents soon happened, viz. the murder of Sex- 
tus CsBsar in Judea, and the assassination of Juliua 
at Rome, which brought on a series of distrac* 
tions and calamities. 

Cassitts, having driven Bassus from Syria, seized 
upon bis government, and assembling an army o( 
twelve fegtons, began to levy large tributes upon 
that province, and particularly on Judea, whicb 
he taxed at seven hundred talents« Antipater^ 
who knew the consequence of sending an imme* 
diate supply, committed the levying of half the sti- 
palated sum to his sons, and ordered the renuun« 
der to he raised by one Malichus and his associ-* 
ates. Herod immediately .ingratiated himself with 
the new governor by a prompt compliance with 
his orders, and Phasael soon followed with hii» 
quota ; but the other governors not coming for- 
ward with equal alacrity^ Cassius ordered all the 
ipfaaUtants of tjieir respective cities to be sold by^ 
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auction ;• and would have sacrificed Maiichus to 
his resentment, had not the pontiff redeemed him 
at the expense of a hundred talents* 

Maiichus, who bore wi inveterate hatred to 
Antipater, soon formed/ the resolution of taking 
him off by treachery ; but his plot being disco- 
vered, he went to him in a seemingly friendly 
manner, and by oaths, assurances, and protesta- 
tions, convinced him of his innocence, insomuch 
that Antipater used all his interest to prevent the 
governor of Syria from putting him to death. 
Maiichus was, however, of too vile a disposition 
to be affected by this generosity, and soon after- 
wards bribed Hyrcan's butler to poison the cje- 
hided Idumean, while himself with an armed 
force seized upon the government of Jerusalem. 
Phasael and Herod were at no loss to discover the 
author of this villainy, and resolved to punish him 
by some private stratagem, without involving the 
nation in the calamities of a civil war. 

An opportunity soon offered* for the execution 
of this design. Cassius having subdued Laodl- 
cea, was visited with presents and congratula- 
tions by all the chief lords of Syria and Pales- 
tine ; and Maiichus among the rest hastened to 
pay his respects to the conqueror. Herod fell in 
with him on the road, and invited him to a ban- 
quet in the neighbourhood of Tyre. The invita- 
tion was accepted ; and the Tyrian oflBcers, in 
compliance with the orders of Cassius, rewarded 
the traitor's crimeaby mshing into the apartment^ 
and sheathing their daggers in his body* The 
Jewish pontiff, being apprised of his death, ap- 
peared thundersl3uck for some time, but on He- 
rod's asserting that he had fallen by Cassios's 
commands; he replied he mu9t applaud the deed» 
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sifii^e ft had delivered hith. frtSsxi a fcathidable 
enemy-. 

The brother, of the decea^d, under the ^ 
specious. preteiK^e of avenging Manchus, ^^ 
threw Judea into the utmost confusion, 
whilst Cassius was compelled to march into Asia* 
Feljx, who was left at the liead of some Roman 
forces in Jerusalem^ seems also to have been gain« 
^d to bis party ; and Hyn»n was too inactive to 
take any measures against them ; so that Felix, 
attacked Pfaasael 6n the oiie hand, -while Mai- 
chius's brother reduced Massada and some other 
ijnportant' fortresses. PhasaeU howiever, found 
ineans to chase FeKx< from Jerusalem, and He* 
rod) who had been detained by sickness at Da^ 
i»ascus, hast^iied.to Maasada, where he subdued 
the^ other faction, and obliged their leader to ca« 
pitul^te for his life* The two brothers then re* 
tumeed to Jerusalem, and boldly upbraided Hyr- 
ca^ witli posiHanimity ; but a reconciliation was 
900rt:effcctedi;.by the mamage of Herod with 
Wferiainnd, the beautifiil . grand^daughter of iho 
highHpiie^t.. .... 

• These tred>les were scarcely appeased, when 
Antigonus, the younger scm of Amtobulus, hav* 
ing gaifii^ the protection of Ptolemy Menn»us, 
prince of Chalds, and of Fabius, governor of Da* 
maacus, put himself at the head of a numerous 
armyt to revive his fether's pretensions to Judea; 
but his project was frustrated by Herod, who en- 
gaged him on the frontiers, and compelled him to 
retreat with considerable loss-f. 

- Soon after this event, Mark Antony came to 
settle- the affau^ of Syria* On his arrival at fil- 
thy nia, the Jews preferred some heavy complaints; 
agamst Phasael and Herod, as having engrossed 
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the entire administraticHi oi Judea, and left Hyr- 
can only the empty name of a prince. But Herod 
had taken such politic precautions to secure the 
friendship of Antony, that the accusers were dis« 
missed with contempt. The Jewish prisoners, 
whom Cassius had caused to be sold by auction, 
were now restored to their liberty and former 
possessions ; and Hyrcan received a letter from 
the Roman general, replete with expressions of 
anxiety and respect. 

Notwithstanding these public marks of esteem 
for the sons of Antipater, the triumvir had no 
sooner reached the city of Daphne, near Antioch, 
than he was accosted by a second embassy from 
Jerusalem, on the subject of the former com- 
faints. Messala undertook the defence of die 
accused commanders, and Hyrcan himself espous- 
ed thdr cause so warmly, that Antony made them 
both tetrarchs, intrusted them with the care of 
Judea, and wrote a letter to the sanhedrim in 
their &vour, while fifteen of their most turbulent 
enemies were imprisoned, and would have been 
executed had not Herod interceded for their lives* 

The opposite faction were only exasperated by 
these proceedings, and a third embassy, consist- 
ing of a thousand persons, was immediately sent 
to Tyre ; but Antony,' who was now fully con- 
firmed in Herod*s interest, sent orders to the ma- 
gistracy to assist in the punishment of those fac- 
tious mutineers. Herod and Hyrcan then at- 
tempted to stop their design, by representing the 
danger which they must incur ; but the rash am- 
bassadors pressied forward to prefer their com- 
plsdnts, and were either cut to piecesj or taken 
prisoners by the Tynans. 
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"Next year Judea was again invaded by 
Antigonus^ who had persuaded a great 
number of discontented Jews to enlist be- 
neath his banner, and had also procured a body 
of cavalry from Parthia. With these united forces 
he made himself master of the canton of Dryma^ 
and from thence proceeded to Jerusalem. Here 
he was so warmly repulsed by the tetrarchs, that 
, he was compelled to take shelter in the temple. 
The hostile troops continued, however, to skir- 
mish with each other till the feast of pente« 
cost, when Antigonus was joined by many of 
^e Jews who assembled at that solemnity ; but as 
their exertions were soon crushed by the vigilance 
of Herod, and the greater part of them were des- 
titute of arms, the invaders were disappointed of 
their expectation^ ; and the two parties, being at 
length tired of shedding so much blood, came 
to an agreement, that Pecorus, cup-bearer to the 
king of Parthia, who had accompanied Antigonus, 
and was now encamped without the walls of the 
city, should be admitted to mediate a peace'. 

This project, though set on foot by Antigonus, 
who reHed entirely on the friendship of the Par- 
thian general, was nevertheless agreed to by Pha- 
sael, who went out to meet him, and accommo- 
dated him with an apartment in the royal palace. 

Here Pacorus, takingadvaritage.of the confi.. 
dence his generous host reposed in him, persuad- 
ed him to go on an embassy to Barzanes, who was 
then governor of Syria, under the Parthian king. 
Herod, suspecting the treachery of the Parthians, 
was much averse to the proposal ; but his remon- 
strances were disregarded, and Phasael, accom- 
panied by Hyrcan, set out o;i the journey. Upon 
Ihcir arrival in Galilee, they were conducted to 
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BarzaphariieS) who received thcin cotirteoasi/, 
and gave them accommodations suitable to their 
rank. Phasael was soon after informed of such 
particulars as fully convinced him of his dang^r^ 
ous situation^ and induced him to expostulate with 
Barzaphames on his injustice; but the treacherous 
Parthian solemnly disclaimed the charge^ and pre* 
served all the necessary appearances of friendship, 
tin he supposed Herod had likewise been entrap* 
cd, when he ordered the Jewish priest and te- 
trarch to be both thrown into close confinement. 
^ Pacorus had been sent back to Jeni" 

40 sajem for the express purpose of surprls<^ 
ing Herod ; but that young warrior, having 
timely notice of the plot, conveyed himself, with 
all his family^ friends, and valuable effects, out of 
the metropolis ; .and proceeded, under a numerous 
escort of his own troops, towards- Idumea. In 
this journey he met with several obstructions from 
the Paithians and Antigonians ; but his extraoiv 
tlinary valour, with that of lus guards, enabled 
him to accomplish his design ; and he resolutely 
proceeded, sword in hand, till he arrived at the 
tovm of Thressa, where his brother Joseph met 
him with a powerful reinforcement* 

Having left his family and treasures in the for^ 
tress of Massada, under the care of Joseph, and 
a gariison of eight hundred men, he sat oat. for 
Petra, the metropolis of Arabia, intending to bor- 
row a sum of money from the king (whom he 
had formerlv obliged), £ov the purpose of pur- 
chasing his brother's freedom. But the ungrate- 
ful Malchus sent him orders to quit his territories, 
so that he was compelled to change his measures 
and apply to the Rospans. 

His flight from Jerusalem having, in the: mean 
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^ p«te<^ef H>geth«r wl^ the city, und crrcumjar 
x^^sai^ country. They then invested Antigonus 
wUh the supreme dignity in the Jewish state, 
according lo their agreement^ and Phasael and 
Hyrcan were brougli^ in chains to the metropolis* 
Th^ new monarch did not think it advisable to 
put the high-priest to death, but incapacitated 
him from ofiSbiating at the altar, by causing his 
ears to. be cut off; while- Phasael, in the extre- 
mity of desp^, eluded the cniehy of his enemies 
by aa act of suicide* 

Herod, on his arrival at Rome, api^d first to 
Antony^ and then to Qctavius, for need^l suc* 
coura, and urged his request so forcibly, that the 
Jtriumvirs resolved t^i assist hiin to the utmost of 
their power, and Wmed a design in his favour 
which fitr exc^ded his expectations* The senate 
is^as imn^ediately convened, and Herod iotEoduced 
by Measalaand Atr^tnus, who set forth the great 
services of Antipater's &mily to the Romans, and 
repureaented Antigx>nus as a secMtious person and 
a known enemy to their nation. Herod was, ac^ 
t^rdxngly, elected by all the senators to fill the 
Je^iah thpone, and Antigoiius was voted an ene- 
lay* The ceremony of inauguration was then 
performed with the utmost solenuiity, and Herod 
was regaled by the triumvtt^ for seven days, at the 
•expiration of wluch he set out for Brundusium 
and sailed from thence to. Ptolemais* 

During these important transactions, Antigonus 
had invested the fortress of Massada so cfosely, 
that the garrison, though amply furnished with 
other provbions, were greatly distressed for want 
of water, insomuch that Joseph was contriving 
Vocll* Z 
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tneans to break through the besiegers in order to 
procure succour from Malchus, king of Arabia» 
who was now ashamed of his ungenerous conduct 
towards Herod. The necessity of this sally was^ 
however, fortunately obii^ted by a heavy rain, 
which filled all the cisteims ; and Joseph exerted 
himself to nlake a vigorous defence, till his bror 
ther should come to his relief. 

Herod had no sooner landed at Ptolemais than 
he assembled a body of troops, which augmented 
BO rapidly in consequence of his munificence, 
that almost the whole province of Galilee es- 
poused his cause. Ventidius, the Roman ge- 
neral in Syria, was also conmianded to assist him 
with ail his forces, so that he was soon in a con- 
dition to oppose Antigonus, and to relieve his 
distressed family. Having reduced Joppa, which 
was a place of too considerable importance to be 
left behind in the hands of an enemy, he ad- 
^'anced against his competitor, and compelled him 
to relinquish his attempts on Massada. 

By this time Herod's army was so considerably 
increased, that he boldly imarched against Jerusa- 
lem, where he caused a general amnesty to be 
proclaimed, extending it to all the adherents of An- 
tigonus, who should come over to him within a 
limited time. Antigonus, on the other hand, 
publicly accused the Roman senate of injustice m 
setting a person on the throne whose birth ex- 
cluded him from the succession ; and the contest 
between the rivals rose at length to such a height, 
that some volleys 6f arrows were discharged upon 
the besiegers, who at the same time were dis- 
turbed by a mutiny. Herod immediately sent 
out for supplies, which came*in such abundancct 
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that all pretence of revolt was cut offi and the 
Roman troops, after plundering Jericho of an 
immense treasure, were sent into winter quaiters. 

Xhe advanced state of the season precluding 
the commencement of the intended siege, Herod 
dispatched his brother Joseph with one thousand 
foot, and four hundred horse, into Idumea, whilst 
himself placed his family securely in the city of 
Samaria. He afterwards took several important for< 
tresses in Galilee, and effectually destroyed the ban^ 
ditti who occupied the rocky parts of that province. 

He then went to Mark Antony, who was em- 
ployed in the siege of Samarata, and rendered 
him some important services by his gallantry ; in 
vetum for which the triumvir, on the redut^^ 
of the city, left Soaius governor of, Syria, with 
positive orders to assist Herod with the Roman 
forces under his command, whenever siich a r^ 
infbrcement should be necessary. 

Herod, on his return, found his afturs in a very 
unpleasant situation ; his brother Joseph, in op- 
position to hb desire, had made an attack against 
Jericho with his own forces, and five legions with 
which he had been furnished by Machaeras ; but 
the Roman cavalry being totally unfit for such 
rocky ground as he was then encamped upon, his 
army was defeated, and himself slain. This un- 
fortunate accident was immediately followed by 
the entire revolt of Galilee, where the mostopu-- 
lent of Herod's friends were bai4>arously thrown 
into the lake of Tiberias. Idumea was also on the 
point of revolting, but the appearance of Herod 
^t the head of a ft'esh army effected a sudden 
change, and inspired his partisans with new reso- 
lution. The province of Galilee was immediately 
reduced; and an engagement soon ensued be- 
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twiteh the \^6 dntagoht^r i^ .^0fHcli Mettsd %sb^ 
nined a complete victdiy) alvd ^rv^^ftfig^tned tiitb 
field with the tDtoddbfRtseiAieihieis^ Hisiesg^mbn 
to revenge Jo^^li <iedt}i IMde lilltl ^rsis^ Ibe 
iiigitiYes wilb ^Uch a^toni^hihg^vHftn^sSS^ thttt i«b 
might have proceeded it^nit^Mtttly to J^isfttem 
Ifld havte ttiikeh It^th die iltmo^t feidlity^ Imd hb 
ftot been prevented by A vfotenl stdrih. Antigoc- 
nuB wais, ^ the ^^e tfme> so c^impleteif i»- 
kaBsted^ that he t^s almi^dt teiB|j^d to ^bfiffl^iOA 
his cd^yltil tb the Vietdk4oa^ e^bkly : %lit 'dl« iSip^ 
ptmch «f Wihtdt* IMiteed iferlid tb put hi^ fbfiies 
kto wimei^ t|utfuNSr«(^ had tdifisectueAtff gave k 
nsspite «9 Antf)^ilU64 

HiftniSl^ adopted ldhi& i^^thod, ti^lth a d^s^ tl» 
eorameiice the ftiege bf J'e^^l^hi e^iiy ih thifr 
apring, Herod Went «b Sailfiaria^ laid tOhMMfts- 
m&t^ hia il^amap ittoi MMaitttie) ft pritite^ 
highly worthy of hi* «fetftlft€St c^t^ And lifl^ctibllr 
^iiether iodl^idei^d ^dt respefertb h^i-iltelrious 
fittilily, h^ esEaSied ^km ahd fnedt^ dl* h^r ts^st^ 
iidftal bta^)^ and ^ce&fhpfifihitneii^ By thh Hihi^ 
he #aB tieinfon^ed i^th thirty theiui^hd md^^ dhd 
Sosius had been ordei^ tb thiltth tb hi^ ^slst^ 
Hhb^ with eleven te^h^^ ahd^^ theuliand hor^ 
besides some Syrilui %roo^ ^at werie Mt^ a& 
auxiiiaries. • 

WIdi this fottnidahle ar«rif li^l^t^^d^l&tM 
mettt)polts ^f Jlidea^ WhH^ the be^iegbd Weir^, ^ 
die olhei* hi^d) equally ii«k^e)tiis i&iid k'ef^lutlS 
the city Ijefeg thrdng^d With persbhs h^A iSl 
pdrts of fhfe teouhti-y^ For Sofhfe imtt Afe be*^ 
aieger^ Were greatly biihbyed by fre^d^K s^esi 
but at li&Agth the Roih^s se^M th^ odt«i^afd' 
Wall) notwitiis^dhlg ike M^fldus dp^sitioh df 
thi^g«irH«fdhs atM ihl^dliy% Moii^ th^f gift 
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within the second, when some of the galleries 
bjplongtDg to the temple being set on fire) Herod 
oideavoured to throw the odium of that circum- 
stance upon his rival* On the reduction of the 
lower city, the besieged fled for shelter to the 
upper, and to the temple, where they were re-> 
duced to great extremities, by famine, it being 
the sabbatic year, wherein they were forbidden to 
cultivate the land. In this condition they reso- 
lutely built a new wall instead of that which had 
beeil^ beaten down; countermined the enemy re- 
peatedly, and fought sometimes above, and some- 
tinq^s below groqnd, with all the fury of confirmed 
desp^r, till at lefigth a general assault terminated 
the seige, and compelled them to surrender. 
. The Roman jtroops had no sooner obtained en* 
trance into th^ upper city, than they dispersed 
themselves inU^ all parts in search of plunder, 
and massacred. a g^at number of the wretched 
inhabitants. The very sanctuary was on the point 
of undergoing the same fate as the common ha* 
faltations, but here Herpd interposed, and put a 
stop to all further devastation, by satisfying the 
rapacity of the soldiers by a large donative out of 
his own co^Ters. 

Thus was the holy city taken, after a ^ ^ 
siege of six months, and with its reduc- 3^' 
tion tenninatcd the rdgn of the Asmo- 
neans, which had continiXed one hundred and 
twenty-nine years, frpm Judas Maccabeus to An- 
tigonus, the lasnt male of that family who held the 
reins of gpvemment. Sosius, having accomplish- 
ed Antony's desire by establishing Herod in the 
myal 4ig;iuty, presented a crown of gold to the 
t^mpiey and depicted with the deposed piince> 
Z3 
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who was loadefi with ch^^ and iiRSfefi^ihis eof&*~ 
cfemned t6 death at the eftHieM: boliettfttl^i oT^ 
Herodi 



8£Gt.. V* 

HEROD had acaM^ety adsUnl^ the tfib^nk of 
hla fiew dignity, When Yvt ifm eoffipelled t<^ 
eln]^h)7 his thotlghti oiai twty impoMht 6tibjc!6tili 
vlii4 the fheanA of itef^aHahifi^ Ui ti«fafii^ afl«f 
Idie large deihands which had beet-mMer Uptili it 
by his anxtftaHes i^ aiuT the soppR^^^i^^ df til6 ^ 
po^te factiob, which ittaSiiM ati IrideHM^ aflRl^ 
tiofi foi* the AdmoneaiV fafrtii^ and m ib««^ViMtttl^ 
able nvefSi^A for that of Adti{miel*. 

To ai\9\fet th<; fif^ tiec^sSiljr, hecao^^ ^ ^^ 
gold, silter, and oth^f valilables^ fodM ifithie Me^ 
tmpolls, t6 be seized atid d^dsited Ifl Ma M^ 
palace t bj which rapkie he dddh^ attite^^ li c0fi^' 
sidet^ble treaf^dre ^ bill ^ a gfteat part df il watc: 
given to the Romans in payment for thfiil^ re->- 
cent services, he reimbursed hinfself by cti«ising^ 
the wealthiest pex^^s of the AMl|;Miul pitfty Uk 
be put t6 death, and 6<mf}ik:^Hiilgi theif datat^du 
Such vfts his hbnid vigilance vipfm tbta decai^oiiy. 
that he ordered his gaards tqi eljgtfttisne Wh^lhelr 
the bodies were really dead WheH th^y We#« ^tUN^ 
ried out for sepiiltol^ ;; trad 16 pHt&A the fCK 
moval of iAj Hchc^ fit>m ^eir hlibkAt)6M) at th«^- 
thfie of the funerals In^shoi^ hlft^flecesaiitti y^^e^ 
so uit«nt> tetO. h3» U^mti $^miihWmH)it^- 
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fdiroiMiteSf th»t fa^ spated no «9ctonibil, 6otwith- 
staddkig tht diirtiig«ied etmdi^n o{ the eomttfy' 
fer W^ut of clifttvation^ thi^eflt%tied his subjectt 
with th^ c^ftmitie* of flittiuie. 

Hytc^, this ut^nahtte {KMltilF, who hftd fallen 
af pi«y td'^ie tt^^dchiH'f of Atttigontift and the Paf-^ 
thiatid) dnd who h^d hem Uiken prisoner tb Pai*^ 
thia, WdS tefeftsed (hm tofifineitieHt by Phraane^ 
attd petitiitted to imide hi Bifbf tob^ iirhett he en- 
joyed th« mpad and isiiblgned aflbction of the 
Jews who dwelt in that tMy^ and also of thosci 
Who ttted beyond the Eophfat^: but he Ho^ 
socxbef heSfd of Herod'S ^uscession tK» the throiie 
of Jddea^ than he cohteived an aident desire i€ 
Yinitin^ his native ebnhtry^ and spendi»§f the re^ 
^due of htii life in the belored ciiy of Jei^salem* 
Hfttmg eotiiittumcated these thonghu to sbme of 
hk fliends^ he was earnestly advised to abandon 
tkem, and tb temain tontent with thatveiieradcni 
Wtiieh was paid fo his high binh and ^fignity in 
Babylon : bat the firesshig invitations of tiie moEi. 
nai^h Wene fto ptA^tly consonant with his oWn 
wishes^ that he was cteaf ib remoiistrance^ and 
resolved to I'etnrh to the laiid which contained the 
temple of his God. 
. Herod Was, in the mean time, »U€h 
disiurbed by dOisiestfd contentions ;. and ^ * 
was compelled^ though inuch against his 
inclination^ to invest Aristoiadus^ the brother of. 
MftHamne with the pontifical dignity. This 
C€Rul»ccn«on to Ale^cand^ his niothef4n-law^ 
^as merely political ; and^at pnndesSt whose 
haughty and enterptising. s^dt rendered her a 
dangenmsenemyy ina sOon after confined to her 
pokS««« In this emergency she received an in*- 
vlMon to the tourt of Cleopatrai te herself andL 
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son ; but) after contriving a singidar method of 
escape, the iiigitiyes were arrested and brought 
back; though Herod's dread of the Egyptiaa 
queeny induced him to disseml^e his resentment* 

At the ensiung feast of tabernacles, the new 
high-priest, who was about seventeen yeara of age» 
oi&tated in his sacred capacity with such. extr«or« 
dinary gracefulness, and appeared so majestic in 
the pontifical robes, that Che people, reflecting on 
the merit of his ancestors, could not forbear ex-> 
pressing their admiration. This circumstance 
inflamed Herod's jealousy to so ungovemable a. 
pitch, that he immediately resoived <m the de* 
struction of the amiable youth ; .9Sid accordingly 
hired some base wretches to put a period to his^ 
life, by holdii^ him under water in a bath, to 
which he was invited after the solemnity* Thi» 
diabolical action was glossed over witli the pre- 
tence of being purely acddental, and the result of 
mere diverston ; and the king not only seemed ta 
believe this report, but put himself into the deep* 
est mourning, ordered his obsequies to be per- 
formed with all possible magnificence, and caus- 
ed a stately monument to he erected to the me* 
mory of the unfortunate sufferer* But all this 
affectation was easily seen through by the people, 
and only served to render the author of the cala- 
mity moi^ odious to the nation at large, and 
particularly to his own &unily» 

Alexandra having written an account of ^ese 
cruel proceedings to Cleopatra, that princess ear- 
nestly importuned Antony to take vengeance, on the 
murderer, in hopes that his death would facilitate 
her wish of enjoying the Jewish revenue- Antony,, 
accordingly, commanded Herod to appear before 
him at Laodicea} in order to clear hiniself of this 
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hedVy chaise; And Het^, hbti^ever reluctaht) 
ins Aeccssilated to 6h6y\ He hbVvever took such 
pfr^eiiitSons, and bribed his jiM%e so high, that 
on the diay of audience he ^ras most hfrtely ab- 
i^lVed ; and 'C!edj[^{ktra*8 avaricious dettaands #em 
pacified with the |>r6vlnce of Coelo-Syriia. 

H6i^, previous to hi^ departure On this bu- 
siness, command^ his uhcfe Joseph, whom he 
left in care of tbe government, to put Mariamne 
fo deAXh in case he sh6iild be condiimned by An- 
tony ; as he was apprehehsive the triumvir had 
formed a design iilimical to his bonoiir upon the 
fame of his queen-s beaiity. This injunction was 
imphidently communicated lb Mariamnej who 
ever after entertained the utmost dread of her 
. ^stnguiniary consort : and Alexandra waS so violent- 
ly exaspehited, that she barhestly entreated Jose{A 
to conduct herself ^and daughter from the city, 
and place them beheatlv the proteetioh of the 
Romans, Who were then tencaihped in the lieigh'-t 
boiirhbod ; but this project was -soon rehderedr 
uhnecessAfy by the niews of Herod's acqtuttaii 

Satoihb^ ^e king's sister^ had4n^tht mean tiih^ 
made herself ac(|udinted with these dehberatibhS ; 
and on her brother's return^ accused the viiftd6ii$ 
jiariamhe of k criihinai corres^Kmdencc with 
Joseph. Thfe <:iueen boldly aisserted^ iM recti- 
tude of her conduct toHeiwij in open defiance 
of her calumhiiatbr $ but happ^i^g to upbraid 
him with his ciHiel order, he was fully persuaded 
that nothih|^ less than ^hy faimliaHty cbiiM 
have prevailed bn his i^ele to disclote the-fihttf 
secret, U6 tife^erela^ tommahded thfe-lH-fhte^- 
Jbseph to b^ put t^ dfeatli,iHthbut pieHnittihg mf 
6xpSahaiibh, and tbused Alexah&il lb b6 Ibadlsd 
witb chidiis arid ^ii»#b iBtb.{»risd^- 
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CleqNitra having conceived a violent resent- 
ment against Herod, for his inattenticm to her 
amorous advances, when she visited his court on 
her return from the Euphrates, persu^ed her 
Roman lover to order him on an expedition agsdnst 
the Arabians ; and, having obtained her request, 
sent Athenion, one of her own generals, to join 
him as an auxiliar}r, though in reality he was 
commanded to ruin him. Herod, upon the first 
encounter, gave the enemy a great overthrow ^ 
and was upon the point of gaining a second vic- 
tory, when Athenion fell suddenly upon the 
Jews, and cut most o.f them in pieces ; whilst 
Herod and a small remnant of his followers saved 
their lives by a precipitate flight. 

In the course of the next year, Judea 

^P' was shaken with an extraordinary earth* 
quake, which destroyed a prodigious num- 
ber of cattle, and buried some thousands of the 
people beneath the ruins of their habitations* Up« 
<in the report of tlus calamity, the Arabians invad« 
ed the kingdom, expecting to have found it utter-* 
ly defenceless ; but Herod defeated them in two 
successive engagements, and compelled them ta 
sue for a cessation of hostilities. 
« Herod's happiness was soon afterwards 

^ ' disturbed by the defeat of his patron at 
Actium, and the dread of Augustus's re- 
sentment; but, perceiving the desperate state of 
Antony's affairs, and finding bim unwilling to sa- 
crifice Cleopatra to his own safety, he resolved to 
iqake his peace with the. conqueror, on the best 
terms he could obtsun. Having taken this deter- 
ntunation, he caused Hyrcan, the venerable pon« 
tiff, to be beheaded, on pretence of carrying on 
a treasonable. correspondence witli the king of 



^. 
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Arabia ; but in reality to rid himself of the only 
surviving male of the Asmonean race. He then 
tient his tjueen and her mother Alexandra into 
the fortress of Massada, under the care of hi« 
treasurer And one' of his chief confidants^ with 
expressf orders to put these princesses to death 
on the first intelligence of his ill success ; and 
committed his own mother and her daughter 
Salome to the care of his brother Pheroras, with 
an exhortation to seize on the Jewish crown, and 
defend it to the last extremity, in case his expe- 
dition should prove unfortunate. 

On his arrival at Rhodes, he obtained an au- 
dience of Augustus, and addressed him in a 
speech so well composed and appropriate, that 
the emperor commanded him to wear the diadem 
in his presence, and honoured him with several 
other marks of peculiar esteem. Herod, elated at 
this success, made some noble presents to Au- 
gustus and his favourites, and returned to his me- 
tropolis highly pleased with his acquisitions of 
honour and authority ; but his felicity was mate- 
rially' damped by the recepticm he met with from 
his beloved consort, and her exasperated mother, 
who had, during his absence, found means to 
discover the fatal orders he had left with the go- 
vernors of Massada. 

Augustus passing through Syria, in his way to 
Egypt, was entertained by Herod at Ptolemais, 
with incredible magnificence : besides a present of 
eight hundred talents, he furnished the army 
with provisions, as they marched through some 
barren deserts, where they might otherwise have 
been driven to the utmost extremities ; and he 
accompanied the emperor as far as Pelusium. 
The same magnificent reception was given at 
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Augustt»>TBtonii; asyl^^^tpnnjcqwa&Bagmtisf 
^eiightvi with t^ conjii^s^^ce sijivi rf^wa\&(^w^ 
of his Jewish tT^uUt^y^ ^hat he made hi^ a pF&- 
•ent of ^ £dur thousand Gauh wtv> had served 
M hojiy guaLi:d9 to CIe0|ii|a.tTa ; ai^d ^[^toced him 
luch, a nun^Jicsr of dti^s, as ^|isiderab(y.ai:^fl»ei^tT 
td both hU, temtory anjcl revenue*. 

Mariai;ii;ine'8 afiR^iop w:a39 m th^ ipi^eaii 
^ ^inef total^ aliens^e^ iroiv h^ busband $ 
and Salomei h^r in,yeterate ^emji con-r 
tinued to do. her alVth^ iU oSic^s in her powers 
till at length the .unfoitunate q^een was^ pujblidy. 
^d and ciwdea»ed to die, for a crime to which 
her hf art was ao, entity stranger. She boipe hes 
i^te with hecoDcyng ii^jreiudityi ^ terminated 
with her sufiS^ringa 9JI t^e happin^s§ of her ^yran-r 
t^ huskokd. 

Salome having hurried Upi^ execuiUom leail ^me 
iSsf^ovfry of her owiv t»e«che?y w^ fra^tme 
her cmei design, ox the qngOiir^cQiihJ^ affection of 
her brother pjKxKice a revp$:a,tion ojP hU sentence^ 
now triumphed in th^ ac^o^^pUshment of her 
desires s b^i Hecod was oppjressed with such in« 
4iescribable i^mors^, tha( hi^ lite beca?!^ a hnrw 
then^ hisr &yo\irite diveraiana( grew insipii^ aipd 
in the midst of his Wghest festivity he wojulid call 
involuntarily on the name of Mariaimi^f and 
prder her to he brought into his piipsen.c^ A 
grievous pestikajce which swept off great num^ 
hers of his aubjecb) tended to augment his misery ^ 
and a violent distemper spured hi& temper stiU 
more ; tiH at length he degenerated to such a 
sXate of brutish cruelty^ th^t he sacrificed friend 
and foe alike? to his ui^;over9able fiiry ; and con- 
tintied to oppress his people in the mo^ arbitrai|» 
manner tiUI (he h^ur of his deatli* 
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Akxandra was soon put to death after her in- 
jured daughter, for attempting to fonn a party 
during Herod's indisposition $ and . Costobar^^ 
the husband of Salome, was first divorced, and 
then delivered to the executioner for having pro- 
tected some of thechief supporters of the Asrao^ 
nean race. Several of the Jewish cei:emonies 
were now abolished, and foreign customs intro- 
duced ; a statdiy theatre was built in tl^e city, 
axid a spaciouii amphitheatre in the suburbs ; mur 
sician% (^yers, coursers, and gladiators, were en* 
gagedfor th0 rpyal amusement ; and public games 
were ordered to be celebrated every fifth. year m 
honour of Augustus. 

^ ' Tiiesfe-. inoovationsy joined to his unparalleled 
croeity, inspired the Jews with the most uncon* 
querable aversion, and ten of the boldest of the 
soalcoritehts entered "the new theatre with dag<- 
gersi concealed under their.garments, for the pur* 
)x)se of delivering their nation by the death of 
the iyrant :. but tbeir design was discovered, and 
they were pub to death by the most cruel method 
that caould be devised* The populace having de- 
tected the informer, cut him in pieces and tlirew 
his flesb to their dogs ; and every symptom of a 
revcdudon began to appear, when Herod provided 
Sx his own safety, by fortifying Jerusalem, re- 
building Samaria^ and garrisoning ail the most 
important fortresses in Judea. 

AbQUtthistlme,which was the thirteenth „ ^ 
year of his> reign> the country was visited ^^ 
by a grievous droughtj. which soon brought 
-on a famine, and terminated in a raging pestt^ 
lence. In this calamity the king exerted him- 
self to procure a supply of provisions from Egypt, 
and caused them to be distributed among hia 
Vol. ir. 2 A 
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mournful subjects, insomuch that those who had 
lately detested, now be]g^ to admire him for his 
princely generosity ; but he soon relapsed into his 
former cruelties, and convinced them that his 
heart was sdll callous to all the tender feelings of 
humanity* 

The following year he married another Ma- 
rianme, daughter of a Je>vish priest of Alexan- 
dria ; and soon after his nuptials Imilt the mag- 
nificent palace of Herodian, on a pleasant hill 
about seven miles distant from Jerusalem, whkher 
the Jews immediately resorted, and built round it; 
so that it was soon encompassed by a considerable 
city. 

He now sent his two fiivourite scms whom he 
had by Hyrcan's grand-daughter to be educated 
at Rome, where Augustus assigned them apart- 
ments in the royal palace, and expressed his sense 
of the confidence their &ther had reposed in him, 
by giving him foil power to nominate either of 
them for his successor. He likewise added se- 
veral provinces to the kingdom of Judea ; ap^ 
pointed Herod his procurator in Syria, and be- 
stowed a tetrarchy on his brother Phecoras. 

Herod being thus honoured by the emperor, 
and having amassed an immense treasure by his 
rapacious proceedings, resolved to render himseff 
popular, aiid to eternize his memory by re- 
building the temple, which he accordingly did 
in the most sumptuous and elegant manner. 

Whilst this work was carrying on with aH 
possible expedition, the Jewish monarch made k 
voyage to Rome to pay his compliments to Au- 
gustus, and a paternal visit to his sons. He ex- 
pressed himself in the most grateful terms for tbt 
favours he had I'ecently received, and for Ac 
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great hnprbveinehttiie princes liad made during 

tlieir.re»deitce in the imperial city. Having ex- 

penenced the most conlial reception, and been 

honoured with, some fresh' tokens of his great 

patron's, esteem, he returned to Judea with his 

aoiMft, who were received with universal accla- 

mati(»ks on account of their majestic appearance 

and depcutment. Soon after tiieir arrival they 

iprere both married, Alexander to Glaphyra, 

princess of Cappadocia; and Aristdbulus to 

Herenlce, the daughter of Salome. That love 

and admiration which the people expressed for 

these accomplished youths was, however, so far 

from gratifying the turbulent Salome^v that she 

used her utmost endeavours to aUenate their 

father's affections from them by the most base 

and unwarrantable stratagems. In consequence 

of. her repeated accusations- and malicious hints, 

Herod caused Antipater, another of his sons> 

who had been hitherto educated privately, to be: 

brought to court, where he heaped such fevours 

en htm, as only tended to rouse the resentment 

. <jf the other brothers, and made them utter many 

iiidiscreet speeches against their father, which 

their enemies immediately used to facilitate their 

ruin. 

Agrippa, who had been received at Jerusalem 
^th every demonstration of respect and cor- 
xliality, was now requested to take Antipater to 
Rome, so that the populace began to look upon 
l^im as the appointed successor. The young 
prince set out accordingly, Imt,. fearing lest his 
competitors i^ould regain their father's affection 
during his absence, he wrote repeatedly to courts 
and engaged his friends to prejudice Herod against 
them> ti)l at length the king began to consider 
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them as enemies, and resolved to bring them to 
a public trial. before Augustus. The emperon 
being then at Aquileia, Herod went thither, ac-< 
cused his sons of high ttesson, and demanded 
juatice against them in the most vehemoit terms. 
The cruelty of this proceeding affected the priaces 
so deeply, that they were both compelled to give 
rent to their emoti(»is by a flood of tears ; but 
Alexander pleuded his own and his brother's cause 
with such becoming modesty, that Augustus 
and all the auditors were, fully convinced of their 
innocence. A i^econciliation was, therefore, effectf^ 
ed by the emperor;. but the jealousy of Hemd^ 
the indiscfetiod of bus sons, and the indefatiK 
gable estertions of their enemies, soon laid the 
Kmndation. for fresh, dissensions. . 
_ The dty of Cssarea being finished^^ 

^Q ' Herod caused the dedication of it to be 
performed with . ad imaginkble ^ spleiidour^ 
and appointed games to be performed every iifth^ 
year. At this time he entertained his guests, 
who were very conaderable, both in. number and 
quality, with such extraoidinary magnificence, 
that Augustus observed, his soul was too 
great for his dominions, and that he ought to 
have possessed the crowns, of Syria and Egypt. 
Yet such was the sti^ange inconsistency of this 
monarch's actions, that immediately^ after this 
festival he broke open the sepulchres of David 
and Solomon in the night, carried off a quantitjr 
of rich vessels that had been deposited there, and 
actually proceeded to search the coffins of the 
deceased monarchs^ till a miraculous fiame de* 
stroyed two of his guaixis, and impeded, his 
further search. To make some reparation for 
this abommblq^. saqriteges he caused ^ bemtsM 
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mOiiutnent af white marble to be elected at the 
entrance of the tomb. 

The iniquitous Salome had, by this time, raised 
her brother's jealousy of the young princes to 
such a height, that his conduct was equally in- 
consistent with the duties of a father and the 
dignity of a king. Two of his &vourite ocm- 
fidants were put to the rack, on the accusation of 
haying been corrupted by ^exander ; and Alex- 
ander tfimadf was thrown into prison, from 
Ulieiice be sent his father four several confessions ; 
acid at the saine time accused Salome and Phe* 
rovas of being concerned in the plot. By this 
means, Herod's mind was utterly distracted^ and 
he abajiwloned himself to the givatest excesses of 
pvelty* Nothing was to be heard of in the city 
but racks, imprisonments, and barbarous exe- 
ditions I and in the palace, the tyrant was so 
tc»*]|iented by g^lt and fear and jealousy, that 
he would frequently start from his bed as if pur- 
sued by the conspirators ; and continually looked 
with a suspicious eye upon all who surrounded 
him. But while it was hourly expected that his 
paroxysms of rage would have terminated in 
lunacy, or hastened his son's death, Archelaus, 
king of Cappadocia, arrived at Jerusalem, and 
by his good offices effected a reconciliation. 
Pheroras, perceiving this sudden change, entered 
the presence chamber in a mourning habit, pros- 
trated himself at the feet of his sovereign, and 
^knowledged himself the author of all tlie 
calumnies that had been raised against Alexander 
and Aristobulus. Upon this information Herod's 
fury subsided, and after accompanying Archelaus 
as far as Antioch on his retuiii, he resolved to 
3 A2 
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visit Augustus, and make him acquainted vtrfA 
the whole affair. 
2 ^ On his return from Rome he caused 

3, ' the dedication of the temple ' to be pef- 
£oi:med with due solemnity and ma^ 
Bificence ; and in the following spring under-^ 
took to suppress the Trachonitish banditti, who 
liad lateijr nuule some teirible inroads into Judea* 
He accordingly marched into Arabia^ defeated the 
robbers, demolished thdr castfcf, and petarhed 
victorious to his metropo^; but Syllikus, pi'efeat 
of Syria) wrote such an account of this expedidofi 
to the emperor, that he sent Herod a veiy scVem 
reproof, and would certainly have renoioided 
his friend had he not been convinced, after some 
^me, that his prefect's accusa^ons were malicidus 
and greatly exaggerated. 

Salome had agatn alarmed her brother wkh an 
account of firesh plots and intended assassinations ; 
and though nothing could be proved against the 
objects of her hatred^ but that they had de»gned 
to retire into some other country where they 
might be free from their father's tyranny, the 
jealous king believed all the rest updnthis single 
evidence, and immediately dispatched messengers 
with a letter to Rome, in order to obtain justice 
against the royal conspirators.^ Augustus having 
perused ^e letter, and found that Herod was 
obstinately bent upon the destruction of his ^oaSf 
issued oijt orders for them to be brought to trial 
at Berytus, before Archelaus and all the governors 
of the neighbouring provinces ; and, in case they 
were found guilty, he granted permission to their 
father to punish them according to his owa 
discretion* - 
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Reiod [mlaiBdi£ktel3r convened the govemoi^ 
liUt pulposety <»nitted' sehditig to Archelaus, fest 
hb shduM be biassed by irioitives 6f partiality ; aAd 
hftviAg left the tmforttfnate princes under 4 strbngf 
guafd in a i^mal! town beldtiging t6 the Sidonians^ 
plended hte own dause before an astetnbly of 
five hiiAdi^ persons, biit with such violence, aa 
father excited their'indignation than paty. After 
m-fiill h^arhig:) Wrfutnftiils pronouhced sentence 
ts£ d^thy' and the rest of 'the judges acquiesced 
In- his Qpkiion ; Imt the dme and manner of tht 
execution was left to the unnatural accuser, who 
e&used his amiable sons to be strangled at Sebaste^ 
imd from thehcie carried to the sepulchre of their 
As^onean ^latiVes'at Alexandrion. 
' Shortly after this tmgical event, the king issued 
'ail edict, cbnimanding the Jewish nation to take 
tan oath of diegiance to Augustus and himself} 
tot this edict l>eing contrary to the Mosaic law, 
Vad rew^iitely opposed by severi thousand persons 
6f the sect dF Phai^sees. Herod> provoked at tlieif 
^contumacy) condemned them to a severe fine^ 
which fell, amonigst others, upon Pherorafe's wife. 
Pheroras having entered int6 a plot with An* 
tipater for Herod's destruction, gladly embraced 
the opportunity of retiring to his tetrarchy, and 
took a solemn oath that he would never return 
to court during his brother^s reign. Afltipater, 
at the same time, made interest to get an invitation 
lo Rome ; and thus these two politicians c6ntrived 
to shun the dread of discovery, whilst their in- 
struments were busily employed in the prose*^ 
cution of their designs. But on the death oC 
Fheroras, the treason was completely unravelled^ 
and Herod had the mortification to find a real 
and implacable enemy in that son for whom h« 
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had withdrawn his k>ve from two virtuous yoachsf 
and finally sentenced them to an ignomiraous 
death. Dorto» the mother of Antipater, ha^oQg 
given poison to PheroraS) in -order that he 
might destroy his brother, wias stripped of 
her costly ornaments and baj)ished from court ;., 
and Mariamne the second being accused of 
some share in the plot, was driyen into eulci 
whilst her son Herod was disinherited,, and her 
father deposed from the pcMitifical ofiBce, to 
which he had been raised by his royal sc«i- 
in-law. 
^ ^ About this time, Zacharias, a virtuous . 

6. * P^c^ o^ ^c course of Abiah, was honoured 
with a celestial vision whilst be ofRered 
the sacred incense in the temple, and received 
an assurance, that his wife Elizabeth should bear 
a son, who should be a Nazarite to God, and the 
harbinger of the promised Messiah* The v«ic- 
rable priest reflecting on the advanced age of 
himself and his spouse, requested that a token 
might be granted for the confirmation of his 
faith ; and the angel granted his petition in such 
a manner as might, at once, reprove and obviate 
his doubts. Zacharias was instantly deprived of 
the faculty of speech, said coi^dnued dumb till the 
heavenly prediction was accomplished. 

Six months after this singular occurrence, the 
same vision appeared to a young virgin, called 
Mary, of the lineage of David, who resided at 
Nazareth, under the guai^iaaship of her espoused 
husband Joseph, saluting her as the highly fa- 
voured of God, and informing her that she was 
chosen to bear tlie Redeemer of the World, to 
whom she should give the significant name of 
Jesus, or Saviour, according to the prophecies 
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long since delivered. The astonished niaideh 
expressed a doubt ijS th^ possibUity of such a dB^ 
cumstance ; but on the angel's declaring that he 
had predicted & mraculow conception, and re-^ 
roinding hec that nothing was impossible with 
tjtod^ she submitted with humble confidence to 
the will of. Heaven, and hast^ed to acquaint her 
cousin Elizabeth with these transporting tidings* 
J JElizaheth being delivered of the promised child,. 
gave him the name of John, in obedience to the 
divine injunction ; and Zachariail having expressed 
his consent to it in writing, found his tongue im« 
mediately loiosed, and his heart inspired with the 
titmost gratitude to the Author of his felicitj, m 
consequence of which he iltt^^d such rapturous 
fwedictions, as inspired the auditors with singular 
hopes concerning his young descendant. 

The blessed Virgin now began to lexhibtt^uch 
tokens of pregnancy, as induced her husband to 
cMjintrive some Tneans.of giving her a private div* 
vorce, without exposing her to the rigour of.tha 
law ; but being apprised, in a dream, that her 
ei(»iception was altogether miraculous, and that 
her son was appointed to be. the' Saviour of the 
World, he laid aside his design, and resolved to 
continue hitt patronage and protebtion« Mean« 
whife Bethlehem, the city of David, being pointed 
out by the prophet as the birth-place of the Mes- 
fl^, Providetice so ordered it that the decree of 
Atsgustus for taking a new surrey of the Roman 
emp|ire should reach Judea at thiis time ; which 
iM^ed the' Viiigin and her piousspouse to repair 
thither to be em^olkd among the descendants of 
David. The great concourse of people coming to 
^at place, laid this obscure family under the ne? 
cessity of lodging in a stablcj where Mary brought 
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fertii her divine son, and laid him in a manger ; 
while an angel, at the head of a celestial choir^ 
proclaimed the wondrous nativity to certain 
sbepherdst who were keeping watch over theic 
flodLs by night; and the appearance of a mira- 
culous star induced the Eastern magi to hasten 
to the Jewish metropoli&iji quest of the new-bom 
Wng. 

Upon the first inquiry of the wise.men, re- 
specting the place of his birth, the whole city were 
moved ; and the grand sanhedrim directed them 
lo Bethlehem, upon the authority of their ancient 
prophets* Herod immediately began to consider 
die new-born Messiah as a. dangerous rival, and 
formed a diabolical de^gn for his destructioD^ 
which was, however, frustrated by the interpoa^^ 
tion of divine Providence*:* 

The holy child havin|; been worshipped vdth . 
due reverence by the magi, was, on the fortieth 
day, brought to Jerusaleip to be presented in the 
temple, and to be red^med according to the 
Mosaic law concernmg the first-bom* On this 
occasion, Simeon^ a venerable Jew, of consum-* 
mate piety, and endowed with the spirit of pro- 
phecy, to^ him in his arms, foretold the sorrows 
which should hereafter lacerate the heart of his 
mother, and acclaimed in a holy transport, ^^ Now, 
Lord, let thy servant depart in peace, for my eyes 
have seen thy promised salvation !" His testimo- 
ny was also accompanied by that of an old prp? 
phetess named Anna, who coming, at that instant 
into the temple, beg^ to publish this new-bom 
Saviour to all the &ithfiil Israelites, wha expected 
the fiilfilment of their Maker's most* invahiable 
promise. 



^ 
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SECT. VI. 

^rtmt the Birth of Chri»t to the toted Destruction 
^ Jerusalem^ and the Dispertion of the Jewish 
Muion. 

HEROD was now distracted with new proofs 
of his own danger, and the infidelity of his 
nearest relatives. Some malicious accounts from 
R<mie overwhelmed him with the deepest dis- 
tress ; and a fresh supply of poison sent by Anti* 
pater, occasioned more important and more hor- 
rid discoveries than had yet been made respecting 
that unnatoral son. Herdd immediately sent for 
the traitor to Jerusalem, on pretence of securing 
him in the succession, and (having issued out an 
order for the destruction of all the male in&nts 
near Bethlehem, in the vain hope of destroying 
his new-bom rival) caused him to be pubiicly 
arraigned of high treason. The trial was pecu- 
liarly interesting, as Herod discovered the most 
poignant anguish at the recollection of his mur- 
dered sons, who had fallen by Antipater's strata- 
gems ; and the culprit exerted all his eloquence to 
set aside the heavy chai^ges that were brought 
against him. Some of the poison mentioned in 
the evidence was, however, brought into court, 
and ^ven to a condemned criminal, who died 
immediately ; and some letters wei'e intercepted^ 
which obviated every doubt, and silenced the pri- 
soner's impious protestations. He was accord- 
ingly ordered into close confinement, and a lull 
accoi£nt of the proceedings against him was sent 
to the emperor. 
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Whilst the ambassadors were on their journey 
to Rome, Herod, enfeebled by age, sickness^ and 
constant inquietudes, fell into a violent disease^ 
which rendefed him so extremely morose and 
tholeric, that he became a burthen to himself ani 
« terror to all hiis attendants. Findkig his^end 
appitiaching, he settled his affairs ; appointed his 
youngest son to succeed him on the throne ; be- 
queathed k consideraMe sum to Augustus ; and 
left a noble fortune to the unwOrthy Salome* 
These arrangements were scarcely niade, when a 
seditious tumult was raised in the city by two 
Jewish doctors, who, having heard that th^ Idng 
was dead, persuaded their disciples to ^uH down 
^e structures which had been raised ^sontrary to 
the law. They accordingly proceeded to the tem* 
^le gate) and began to demolish a golden eagle of 
exquisite workmanship whi(^ Herod had setup 
in honour Of the emperor 5 but, on beihg attacked 
by a -body of the royal troops, the majority- of 
them were soon dispersed, ^nd the - renuiflider 
^carried to the king, who^ afiter some time, ceii-> 
demned them to be burnt alive.* 

The wretched monarch, whose disease now be*- 
xame so loathsome and intolerable that a deserip^ 
tion of it would but shock the humane reader^ 
perceived by this last indignity the universid de* 
testation in which he was held by his subjects, 
end meditated sUch a dreadful expedient to pre* 
Vent their rejoicing at his decease, as scarcely ever 
entered into the heart of the most sanguinaiy ty- 
rant- He issued out a proclamation, commanding 
all the chief Jews to assemble at Jericho, on a 
certain day, under pain of death ; and upon tbeir 
arrival, ordered them all to be confined in the 
Hippodrome ; at the same time obliging Salome 
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And her husband Aiexas to promise that they 
would cause them all to be massacred as soon as 
the breath quitted his body. 

About this time the messengers returned from 
Rome with Augustus's approbation of Antipater% 
sentence^ which seemed to afford the king the 
utmost satisfaction, in spite of all his tortures* 
Antipater was immediately put to death; and 
Herod, having altered his will in favour of Ar- 
chelaus, expired soon after, in the seventieth year 
of his age, and the thirty-seventh after his ad- 
vancement to the crown of Judea. 
' Salome and Alexas were so far from . -^ 
.executing the last inhuman orders of this '^^ * 
tyrannical prince, that they endeavoured to 
conceal them from the nadon, and hastened to 
acquaint the prisoners in the Circus that they were 
at. full liberty to depart to their respective habita- 
tions. The news of the king's decease being then 
.made public, the chief officers and soldiery were 
.assembled at Jeiicho ; Archelaus was proclsdmed 
king by virtue of Herod's appointment ; and the 
people unanimously promised him the same alle- 
giance which they had shown to his father. 

Archelaus, to evince his gratitude to his prede- 
cessor, prepared a funeral answerable to his wealth 
and dignity. The body was laid on a sumptuous 
bier enriched with a profusion of precious stones, 
having the royal diadem on his head, and holding 
a sceptre in hand. His sons and grandsons, his 
sister and her husband, and all his other near re- 
lations, marched solemnly by his side. These 
Were followed by all his officers, both civil and 
military, according to their rank. Among the 
. latter, his guards led the van ; then came the 
Thracians; next the Germans; and last, the 
Vol. II. 2 B "4. 
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Gauls, or Galatians ; all suitably armed in oi4et* 
of battle ; while five himdred of his domestics 
closed the procession, and scattered aromatic peF« 
iumes among the spectators. The cavalcade pro- 
ceeded to the castle of Herodion, about one thou- 
sand paces distant £rom Jericho, where they 
deported the coipse of their late sovereign, and 
returned from thence to Jerusalem ; where the 
' new monarch, having mourned seven days for his 
&ther, according to the Jewish custom, gave the 
people a magnificent feast* 

By a singular clause in Herod's will, the sove- 
reignty <^ Archelaus was in reality invalid, and 
merely nominal, till it should be confirmed by 
Caesar : in ccmsequence of which, he was obliged 
to visit Rome ; though his journey was for somb 
time delayed by a popular tumult, which termi- 
nated in the death of three thousand rebels, and 
the loss of many of the king's trpops. These dis- 
orders being quelled, he left the care of the go- 
vernment to his brother Philip, and set out, ac- 
companied with several of his relatives and ac- 
quaintance, who were anxious to assist him with 
thsir interest or advice ; while his aunt Salome, 
and her children, mingled into the company for 
the express purpose of obstructing his con- 
firmation. 

On their arrival at Rome, Archelaus presented 
a memorial to Caesar, in which he exhibited his 
title to the regal dignity, Ae particulars of Herod's 
last wDl, and the inventory of the treasure which 
that monarch left behind him. Antipas, who had 
been appointed to the government by Herod's 
Jirat will, and who was now persuaded by the 
subtle Salome to oppose his brother, immediately 
presented another memorial, which contained such 
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i^egadons as were most likdf to invalidate the 
pretensions of his rival. The emperor having pe- 
rused both the writings, convened an assembly 
of his friends to examine the respective claims ; 
and Caius, son of Agrippa by the princess Juliay 
was desired to sit as pre^dent* On the day of 
audience, Antipater, the son of Salome, an elegant 
speaker and inveterate enemy to Archelaus, ac». 
cused that prince of various oflfences, and insisted 
that Herod never thought of appointing him for 
his successor, while he had the proper use of his 
fiicidties, but had expressly nominated Antipas 
to tiiat dignity.! These accusations, and the bitter, 
invectives with which they were accompanied, 
were answered by Damascen, an old counsellor of 
the deceased monarch, with equal courage and 
moderation ; and at the conclusioo of his admir- 
able defence, Archelaus prostrated himself before 
the emperor with such genuine mari^s of humility 
as moved his compassion, and induced him to, 
promise that he would do nothing contrary to 
Herod's will. The court was then dismissed 
without any further proceedings ; as Augustus 
was deurous of meditating at leisure on the pctl*" 
tion of the other princes. 

During these transactions at Rome, the turbu^^ 
lent Jews had raised new commotions in their 
metropolis,5which were, however, suppressed by 
Varus's speedy arrival from Antioch, and the pu- 
nishment of the ringleaders. On his return to 
Antioch, he lefl Sabinus, with a Roman legion, 
to keep the city in awe : this general, perceiving 
the superiority of his forces over those of the 
Jews, resolved to convert the treasures of the, 
Herodian family to his own use, and actually 
pillaged the treasury of the temple of four hun- 
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dred talents. The Jews, who came at that time 
in crowds to celebrate the approaching feasts of 
Pentecost, were violently exasperated at these ty- 
rannical proceedings, and immediately divided 
•themselves into three bodies, one of which be- 
meged him and his troops in the palace, whilst 
the other two possessed themselves of the hippo- 
drome and the temple ; so that, being completely 
enclosed, he was compelled to wait for a rein- 
forcement from Varus* 

At the same period, Judea was overrun with 
freebooters and seditious persons, who hoped to 
enrich themselves by the public calamities. Judas, 
the son of Ezechias, captain of a banditti, whom 
Herod had put to death, collected a band of ruf- 
fians at Sephoris in Galilee, and ravaged all the 
open country on pretence of revenging his fa- 
ther's untimely fate. Simeon, a person formerly 
intrusted with high concerns, and greatly respect- 
ed by the Jews, led a body of men to Jericho ; 
reduced the royal palace to ashes ; and afterwards 
proceeded to ravage the country ; till he was at 
length defeated by the governor of Syria ; and 
Athronges, a shepherd, of gigantic stature and 
brutal courage, diffused a general terror among 
the peaceful inhabitants by his acts of rapine and 
cruelty, till he was fortunately subdued by the 
ix)yal party. 

Varus, having received intelligence of Sabi- 
nus's perilous situation, hastened, at the head of 
his two legions, with four troops of horse and 
some foot, which he had drawn from the neigh- 
bouring tetrarchs, to Ptolemais, where he receiv- 
ed some fresh auxiliaries. He then marched with 
one division of his armj towards Samaria, whilst 
hk^ son led the other into that part of Galilee 
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nearest to Ptolemais* The former peimitted his 
troops to plunder and bum several Tillages in 
their route : and the latter, among other cruel- 
ties, set fire to the noble city of Sephais, reduced 
it to a heap of rubbish, and sold the ill-&ted in* ^ 
habitants by auction* The mutineers at Jenisa- * 
lem provided, in the mean time, for their safety, 
by precipitate flight or abject submission; but 
Varus took such vigilant measures for the detec- 
tion of th^ fugitives, that no less than two thou- 
sand were doomed to expiate their crimes-, by the 
agonizing and ignominious death of the cross. 

A deputation was sent, about this time, from 
Judea to oppose the election of Archelaus, to ex- 
press an abhorrence of the Herodian family, and 
to request an abolition of the monarchicsd govern- 
ment* But Augustus resolved to act in such a 
manner as might convince the world of his friend* 
ship to Herod and to his children. He according^ ^ 
ly bestowed one half of die kingdom upon Ar- 
chelaus, under the title of tetrarch, or governor 
of a nation ; with ah assurance that he would in- 
vest him with the titles of royalty as soon as he 
renderedhimself worthy of such distinction; and 
the remainder was divided between Herod's other 
sons, Philip and Antipas* 

This division of the Jewish kingdom was scarce- 
ly settied, when ia new pretender started up, who 
quickly drew a numerous body of followers to 
him, by assuming the name and character of the 
late Alexander, Herod's son by Mariamne. The 
striking resemblance between the impostor and 
that unfortunate prince effectually deceived the 
generality of the people, who spared no pains to 
render his entry into Rome as splendid as possible* 
When he arrived at that metropolis, with crowds 
2 B 2 
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of Jews who had flocked from idl parts to pay 
liim homage as a surviving branch of the Asmo- 
nean race^ the emperor sent Celadus, one of hi» 
fiwedmen, and formerly a companion of the young 
prince's, to bring this newly risen Alexander to 
his presence. Celadus was as easily deceived as 
the populace, but Augustus soon discovered a 
manifest deficiency in the port and majesty of 
this pretender, from what he had observed in the 
true Alexander, which, together with a certain 
callosity in his bands, iuUy convinced him of 
the cheat. An explanation consequently ensued, 
which terminated in a full confession of the im« 
posture, when the mock prince was sent to the 
galleys ; an artful adventurer who contrived the 
plot was sentenced to be hanged ; and the Jews 
were permitted to return to their respective 
homes« sufficiently punished for their credulity 
1)y so melancholy a disappcnntmenta 

Archelaus had no sooner returned into Judea, 
than he began to exhibit some tokens of his arbi- 
trary and vindictive temper, notwithstanding the 
public odium attached to the house of Herod^ 
and thepEiution given by the emperor. The com- 
mencement of his government, however, proved 
tolerably peaceable, and he seems to have aban- 
doned himself to tyranny and luxury without con- 
sidering the result of such preposterous conduct ; 
but on the representation of the public sufferings, 
Augustus sent an agent to bring him immedi- 
ately to Rome, and, having heard tx>th the accus- 
ers and the accused with perfect equanimity, he 
ordered the ungrateful ethnarch to be banished 
to the city of Vienne in Dauphine, and ^caused 
Judea to ^be taxed as a province of ti\e Rbmat^ 
em^nre. 
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> CjrreniuS) governm* of Syrioy was now . ^ 
dispatched with orders to sell Archelaus's g^ ' 
palaceS) and to seize upon all his treasures ; 
and Cop(»iius, the Roman general of horse, was 
stationed in Judea, to overawe the populace, who 
were thrown into the utmost consternation by the 
new edict. His presence, together with the good 
offices of Jsazar, the high-priest, kept the na- 
tion in restraint for some time ; but at length a 
turbulent Pharisee rekindled the flame of insur- 
rection, by publicly declaiming against the taxa- 
tion as idolatrous, slavish, and incompatible with 
tiie dignity of a people who ought to acknow- 
ledge no sovereignty but that of the God of Abra- 
ham* The war which ensued upon the declama- 
tion of this incendiary was soon followed by a 
grievous famine, and the &mine quickly intro- 
duced a pestilence, which swept away vast num- 
bers in the midst of their contentions and hos- 
tilities. 

The Samaritans had not yet laid aside . ^ 
their enmity against the Jews, but eagerly j^. ' 
embraced the first opportunity of invdving 
them in distress. This malicious disposition ii>- 
duced them to enter the temple privately on the- 
eve of the passover, for the purpose of strewing 
the gaHeries and other places of resort with hu- 
man bones, so that the priests were compelled, 
next day, to put a stop to the solemnity ; and this 
circumstance obliged them, for the future, to 
guard all the avenues against such insults* The 
ceremony was, however, soon resumed ; and it 
was on this festival that the adorable Jesus, who 
had been taken to Egypt at the time of Herod's 
persecution, and afterwards secreted in Nazareth 
to avoid the jealousy or resentment of Archelaus, 
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came, in the twelfth year of his age^ to the tem->, 

ple» and gave an early proof of his divine know- 

ledge, by conversing with the Jewish doctors upon 

the most important and interesting points of their 

religion. 

^ Q On the death of Augustus, and the 

*^5* accesuon of Tyberins to the empire, Va-* 
lerios Gratus was sent as procurator into 
Judea* This governor deposed the high-priest 
Annas in the fifteenth year of his pontificate, and 
transferred that dignity to Ishmael ' the son (£ 
Pabus ; and, after two more changes, it was be« 
stowed on Caiphas, son4n-laW to the depbsed- 
Annas. Gratus himself was recalled soon' after- 
wards, and succeeded by Pontius Pilate, a man 
who exceeded all his predecessors in cruelty, ava« 
rice, and- injustice. 

Antipas and Philip being permitted to keep' 
possession of their toparchies, notwi^standiibg 
their brother's banishment, and haying contrived 
to ing^tiate themselves with the new emperor, 
prudently resolved to improve their respective* 
territories: with this view, Antipas or Herod, 
who had the country of Galilee, rebuilt the city 
of Sephoris, and surrounded it with a strong wall 
and towers, so that It became the bulwark of that 
canton ; and founded a new city on the northern 
banks of the lake Gennezareth, which he Called 
Tiberias ; while his brother PhiKp raised the 
vfllage of Bethsaida, on the opposite shore,* inta* 
a magnificent city, which he called Julian: 
he also changed the name of Paleds into Ck- 
sarea. 
^ P Judea, though frequently disturbed by 

2»Q / tumults and commotions oii account o£ 
the new tax, had not hitherto broken out 
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into such an universal fiame as began to n^ 
soon after the arrival of Pilate. His predecessors 
had never attempted to bring the Roman stan* 
dards into Jerusalem, because they were considered 
aB the vilest abominations by the Jews> on account 
of their bearing the representations of men and 
ether living creatures. But Pilate, disdaining to 
show them the same complaisance, ordered his 
troops, who were to winter in that city, to enter 
by ni^ht with their standards covered, and in the 
mommg caused them to be displayed* This 
unusual sight threw all the citizens into con* 
stemation, and a great number of them hastened 
to Cssarea, where Pilate resided, and earnestly 
petitioned that the standards might be removed 
to some otiier place ; but he positively refused, 
on pretence, thai such a procedure would be in- 
juiious to the emperor. The Jews persisted in 
their importunity, lying prostrate before his palace 
for the space of six days ; when be came £>rth, 
ascended a tribunal, and ordered a body of troops 
to massacre all who should refuse to depart. The 
mournful supplicants, however, were so &r from 
exhibiting any signs of terror at this sanguinary 
command, that they meekly offered their necks to 
the soldiers, and assured them, the loss of life 
was &r greatly to be preferred to the violation of 
their laws. Such passive constancy in so tur- 
biulent a nation, appeared so surprising to the 
governor, that he immediately set them at liberty, 
and caused the offensive standards to be removed 
from their metropolis. 

As, however, he seems to have delighted in 
the . mortification (^ the Jewish nation, he soon 
contrived a pretext to rouse them more effectual- 
ly, by drawmg money frgm the sacred treasury 5 
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but while he levied the tax, he provided against 
the mutiny which he expected to ensue, by 
causing his troops to^ mix among the crowd with 
concealed clubs, and to be midy at the first 
signal to fell upon the mutineers. The drcum- 
auoice ba^>pened precisely as he foresaw, a£id the 
insurrection was suppressed, according to his 
conunandy with the most outrageous cruelty. 

It was now the thirtieth jubilee since 
38 ' '^ ^^^ institution in the Landof Promise^ 
when John,* the son of Zacharias, began 
to baptize his disciples in .the Jordan, and Clmst 
the Lord of Glory came to preach a more ac« 
ceptable jubilee, not only to the inhabitants of 
Judca, but to the whole world. Havmg received 
the rite tji baptism from the hands of his j^us 
faarlunger, the Holy Ghost visibly descended 
and lighted upon him in the form of a dove^ 
whilst a voice was heard from Heaven, sa3ring, 
^ This is my beloved son, in whom I am weB 
ideased." The. Baptist immediately embraced 
that o]^x>rtuiiity of mamfesling him tt> all the 
spectators, and of bearing this ample testimony) 
that he was the ^ Lamb of God^ who should 
take t away the sin ai the world." 

The blessed Jesus having now commenced his 
public ministry,, called some obscure and illiterate 
men to become his :disciples, and gave them an 

* John's extreme sanctity raised him to the esteem of 
Herod Antipas, tetnrth of OaHlee»ivfao took much plea«> 
tare in his excettetit cppnael and disceuvse, till being se* 
verely reproved by an incestuous connexton, he caused 
him to be thrown intop];ispn, and afterwards sufieredhim 
to be beheaded, at the request of a girl who. had danced 
with pecuHar grace on his (the tetrirch's) birth-day. 

t A beaatiftri allusion to the expiatofy saoriBoes ^ 
poiatcdby.the Jfwish ritiiaU 
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inc0iitr6vei€ble proof of his dMiuty-) by changing 
^ conaderable quantity of water into wine, at a 
ibarriage festival in Cana of Galilee. Upon his 
entering the temple at Jerusalem, he found it 
crowded with persons who sold cattle, poultry, 
<and other things used in the Jewish offerings; 
together with a number ^f money-changers, who 
brought foreign com instead of victims, and whose 
tables were an equal profanation to that holy 
place : agcdnst these, therefore, he exerted his 
sacred authority ; and having severely reproved 
them for their impiety, compelled them to remove 
from their improper stations* 

From this time, the co-equal son of God 
vouchsafed to travel about the country preaching 
the glad tidings of salvution, healing sJl manner 
of diseases, illusU'ating tlie laws of his heavenly 
father, raising up the dead, casting out devils, 
giving speech to the dumb, sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, and activity to the lame ; till 
he, at length, voluntarily submitted to the igno* 
tninious death of the cross, and meekly endured 
the heavy chastisement of Divine Justice, for the 
ransom, of a rebellious, but beloved world. Nu- 
merous and deeply impressive were the singular 
events of that day, in which, " he was num-^ 
bered with the transgressors." The sun retired 
behind the darkest ck)ud,» while its Creator hung 
suspended on the fatal tree ; the earth trembled 
beneath the oppressive load of concentered crimes, 
which could only be expiated by his precious 
blood ; and the beauteous canopy of heaven was 
overspread with blackness, while his dying lips 
implored forgiveness for his murderers. Having 
at length endured the extremity of torture, and 
made a com/iletc atonement for the sins of his 
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fidlcn creatoreS) l^e exclaimed^ with a loud voice» 
w It is finished •!" and gave up the ghost, while 
the veil of the temi^ miraculously divided, the 
rocks rent) the graves opened, and many other 
prodigies occurrejl to -bear witness to the divinity 
of the sufferer, and to announce to distant lands 
the redemption of mankind* 

His disciples, whose &ith had proved 
^ ' unequid to the severe trial of beholding 
their king ex^nre -on the cross, were, on the 
third day, transported with joy at the happy news 
of his resurrection. He graciously vouchsafed to 
give them frequent demonstrations of that im- 
portant &ct ; and having encouraged them, by his 
presence and counsel, to undermke the arduous 
task of propagating the christian religion among 
idolatrous Gentiles and more hardened Jews, he 
commissioned them to go into all nations for that 
glorious purpose, and prenused he would be 
with them to the end of the world. He then led 
them forth to the mount of Olives, and in their 
full view, ascended up into heaven, leaving his 
blessing upon them, and the comfortable assur- 
ance that he was going to prepare a place for 
them in his Idngdom. 

When fifty days from Christ's resurrection 
were expired, and'kll the disciples were assembled 
in a large upper room at Jerusalem, suddenly 
there was heard a mighty sound from heaven ; 
a vehement wind filled the apartment, and there 
appeared cloven tongues of fire sitting upon their 
heads, in consequence of which they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, inspired with the 
knowledge of foreign tongues, and endowed with 
all supernatural gifts, to qualify them for their 
ministerial functions. 
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The report of this extraordinary occurrence 
drew together a great concourse of people, who 
had come from all the surrounding nations to' 
keep the solemnity of Pentecost; and were 
astonished beyond measure, at hearing a com- 
pany of illiterate Galileans express with such 
energy the most sublime mysteries of the gospel. 
Whilst some were questioning what the issue of 
this prodigy would be, others ascribed their rap- 
tures to an excess of new wine which they sup- 
posed them to have drank that morning. But 
Peter having exploded this supposition, by observ- 
ing, it was but the third hoUr, or nine of the 
morning, proved clearly from the scriptures that 
there was nothing in this event, but what had 
been plainly predicted by one of the prophets. 
Trom that subject he proceeded to the other ora- 
cles which had presignified the sufferings and re- 
surrection of the true Messiah ; all of which he 
explained with such irresistible foree, that three 
thousand persons were immediately convinced by 
his arguments, and voluntarily embraced the faith 
of Christ. 

At the hour of evening prayer, Peter and John 
went up to the temple and healed a poor cripple 
who sat begging at the gate. This incident drew 
a great concourse of people about them, and Peter 
embraced the favourable opportunity of preach- 
ing his master's divine doctrines, which he did in 
30 eloquent a manner, that five thousand more 
were added to the number of their converts. 

These important occurrences contributed to 
awaken the fears of the Jewish rulers, who caused 
the apostles and the cripple to be brought before 
them. Peter, with his accustomed boldness, de- 
monstrated to them by the word of God, that Jesus 
Vol. II. 2 C 
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of Nazareth, whom they had recently condemned 
to deathi was that chief corner-stone, long since 
foretold to be rejected by the builders, but now 
become the foundation of the new covenant, since 
there was no other nanve under heaven by which 
men might be saved but that of Jesus Christ. The 
sanhedrim deeming it imprudent to inflame the 
admiring multitude by using severity, contented 
themselves for the present with commanding them 
not to teach any more in that namcy-and thus dis-> 
missed them. 

This injunction proving totally ineffectual, and 
the new religion spreading rapidly among the 
people, the sanhedrim resolved to try the effect 
of punishment, and accordingly ordered the apos- 
tles to be again seized and thrown into prison ; 
but before the next morning, an angel had opened 
the prison gates, and sent them back to resume 
their ministry : so that when the council assem- 
bled to try them, woi-d was brought that they had 
been miraculously liberated, and were at that 
time preaching the doctrine of Christ's resur- 
rection in the temple. Being again apprehended 
s^d sharply interrogated respecting their disobe- 
dience, they gave such an answer as showed they 
were not to be terrified into a base submission, 
and by this means inflamed the council to such a 
degree, that they were just ready to vent their 
resentment in some ciTiel determination, when 
Gamaliel, one of their most learned members, 
moderated their indignation by observing, that if 
the doctrines of those men were fallacious, they 
would surely be confoimded ; but if, on the con- 
trary, they acted from an impulse of the Most 
High, it would be equally vain and impious to 
oppose them. In consequence of this weli-^med 



Digitized by VjOOQIC ' 



remark, the apostles were again dismissed without 
pisntshment. 

The death of the protomartyr Stephen, 
^hich happened soon after, was followed 34 ' 
by a fierce persecution against the chris- 
tian church, yet that persecution was turned into 
-the means of propagating the gospel by the dis- 
persion of the true believers. 

About the commencement of the next year, 
-L. Vitellins, proconsul of Syria, visited Jerusalem, 
and expressed much kindness towards the Jews, 
by remitting certain duties, transferringthe care 
•of the pontifical habits from a Roman oRfcdr to 
the Jewish high-priest, and raising Jonathan, the 
son of Annas, to the pontifical chair. 

Soon after this transaction^ an impostor per- 
suaded the Samaritans, that if they would follow 
him to Mount Garizzim, he would show them 
the sacred vessels which had been formerly 
buried by Moses in diat place* The credulous 
pec4>le immediately assembled before the village 
Tirathaba, and formed an encampment for the 
purpose of waiting till they were joined by a 
sufficient force, to enable them to secure the pre- 
tended treasure* But' Pilate having notice of 
their design, sent a strong party of horse and foot 
soldiers, who attacked them with such resistless 
fury, that many of them were killed, and others 
taken prisoners, while the smallest division saved 
themselves by a precipitate flight. The Sama- 
ritans applied, in this emergency, to Vitellius, 
complaining of the inhuman massacre, and as- 
suring him they had no seditious view in assem- 
blimg in arms, but that they merely wished to 
secure themselves from the oppressions of the 
Jewish governor. . VitelUus immediately ^im^ 
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patched his iriend Marcellus to assume the ^oj- 
vemment of Judea, and sent orders to Pilate to 
repair to Rome, that he mig:ht answer the accu- 
sations of the injured Samaritans before the iiun 
penal tribunal. 

During these transactions in Judea^ Herod 
had been waging an unsuccesaful war wiHi Are»- 
tas ; and Tiberius, highly incensed at the good 
fortune of the latter, had commanded Vitellius 
to invade his country, and either take him pri- 
soner or send his head to Jtome*^ Vitettius de- 
signed to have marched thiough Ji^a in. bi» 
way to AralMa,.bi|t «ome of. the Jewish magi^r 
trates prevailed on him to relinquish his inten- 
tion* Having acceded to th^ix: r^uest, he and 
Herod came to Jerusalem, where they offered 
the usual sacrifices, and transferred the ponti&- 
cal dignity from Jonathan to his brother Theo- 
philus. Here they rieceived intelligence of the 
emperor's death,, and Vitelti^s staid to receive 
the oath of fidelity from the people to Caius^ 
the successor of Tiberius* Aretas was also novr 
Succeeded by Artabanes, with whom Vitellius 
entered into an. alliance near the Euphrates^ 
where Herod entertained them in the most sump- 
tuous manner beneath a pavilion which he had 
caused to be roared for that purpose. 

Soon after the ({ecease of Tiberius, Marcellus, 
to whom thexare of Judea was committed on 
Pilate's depoaition« was made governor, and 
Agrippa, grand-son of Herod the Greats who 
bad been thrown into prison and loaded with 
chains by order of the emperor, was invested 
with the tetrarchy of his deceased uncle Phi* 
Jip, and that of Abylene in Syria, to^eth^r 
with the title of king. Havii^ obtained pec- 
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fnission to visit his Jewish territories, he took 
Egypt in his way, and soon came within sights 
of Alexandria; but on receiving some insults 
fixwn the envious inhabitants of that city, and 
perceiving that Flaccus, their governor, privately 
encouraged the offenders, he resolved to quit the 
place as soon as possible* 

He had no sooner established himself in his 
new kingdom than he sent an account to the 
emperor of various cruelties committed by 
Flaccus agamst the Jewish nation. In conse* 
quence of which that sanguinary governor was 
stripped of his authority and riches, banished 
into an kland of the Archipelago, and at length 
condemned to suffer death*- 

Her©d* /^Mipas, who could not behold Agrip- 
pa's glory without envy, was easily persuaded 
by his wife, a woman of an ambitious and en« 
terprising spirit, to take a journey to Rome, in- 
order to obtain the regal dignity from the em- 
peror, but" Agrippa, having timely notice of the 
design, sent thither one of his freed-men to ac- 
cuse Herod of having been concerned in a re- 
cent conspiracy, and to mention as a proof of it, 
the arsensds which he had filled with arms suf- 
ficient to- furnish seventy thousand mem Herod 
was aecordingly deposed from his tetrarchy; and 
banished td Lyons in France, whither he was 
accompanied by Herodias, notwithstanding some 
friemUy offers on the part of Caius to give her 
a free pardon, and to procure her the payment oi 
several sums she had lent her brother Agrippa. 

Claodius, in consideration of Agf ippa's friend- 
ly exertions, previous to his accession, indulged 
tiliat mcmarch with some important privileges, 
QOtered into a solemn alliance with him^ and 
2C 3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



294 JEWS. 

made several edicts highly beneficial to the 
Jewish nation* Agrippa had the honours of the 
consulship^ and his brother Herod those of the 
prstorship conferred upon them ; both were en- 
titled ta enter the senate^ and to pay. their com^ 
pliments to the emperor in Greeks a ceremonjr 
which was usually p^pfm^^ ii^. the Latin 
tongue, .and all these gr^ts ^itre^pe set-up in ftdl 
view in ti^e capitol- . .: • : 

On Agrippa's return from Rome, he exhibits 
ed a more jealous attachniient'to his national rc*^ 
ligion thian had been expres^efl by any of hi» 
predecessors* He caused th^ . goklen chain 
which Caius . had given him cat his liberatioft 
from prison, to be hqiig up- in the temple as ^ 
monument of the instability of human, affairs i 
transferred the high^ri^^ood frpi^ Thepphilua 
to Matthias ; and lavished an iminense treasury 
in beautifying a new quarter .<hi the north sicl^ 
of the city, which he called Bozetha. His dis-» 
position waS: naturally amiable) and he appeared 
to delight in acts of clemency and munifioence ; 
but his intemperate. zeal bet^^ayed him into somo 
dreadful errors and in4uced hitn to conmiencQ 
a violent, persecution against the church. of 
Christ. James the less, surna^ied Boanergesi 
was beheaded by his command, and Peter wa« 
thrown into prison, in order to ^are a similar 
fate, but on the very night before his intended 
martyrdom, whilst he >va$ sle^pd^g in his du&* 
geon, and guarded by four quat^mioi^^ of .sol* 
diers, an angel freed him from his fettevsi ppen« 
ed the doors of the piison, and, awakening .him 
hasdly, led him safely through the streets of the 
city, till he found an asylum with some pther 
disciples, who were at thVt juncture offeting uf^ 
their prayers to heaveu for his deliverance. 
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Soon' after this event, Agrippa returned to 
Caesarea, where he designed to exhibit some pub* 
lie gamies in honour of the emperor Claudius* 
He appeared early on the second morning cf 
the festival at the public theatre, in a rich suit 
arCfuUy wrought, so that the sun-beams, playing 
on the silver ground of it, were reflected with 
such uacommon lustre, as .filled the wondering 
spectators with a. kind of adoration. He then 
addressed himself in an elegant speech to the 
deputies of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to 
implore his pardon for some recent offenceS} 
upon which they exclaimed, with a great shouty 
t^at it was the voice of a god, and not of a man* 
Agrippa, instead of reproving, encouraged the 
impious adulation, and the angel of God im« 
mediately smote him with a dreadful disease* 
under whith he lingered five days, and then ex- 
pired in the most acute agonies, in the fifty** 
fourth year of his age, and the seventh of his 
reign. 

Claudius intended to bestow the kingdom on 
Agrippa's son, according to a former promise, 
but as that.prince was deemed inadequate to the 
care of such a nation, on account of his youths 
Judea was i^n convened into a province of the 
empire, and Caspius Fadus was nominated to 
the government. About this time a famine, 
predicted by a Christian prophet, began to rage, 
when the new churches planted at Antioch and 
other places, sent a liberal supply to the believers 
at Jerusalem. 

Fadus, upon his arrival in Judea, found it ne« 
cessary to quell an insurrection which the Jews 
had raised against the inhabitants of Philadel-> 
phia^ and also U> suppress the banditti, ilrho by 
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that time were greatly aufpnented both in 
strength and number. Cassius Longinus, beings 
in the mean time made governor of Jenisalemy 
insisted upon having the pontifical vestments 
put into his possession^ that they miglit be kepCy 
as formerly^ in the fortress of Antonia, but ia 
c^onsequence of a deputation to Rome^ this de- 
mand was set aside. Herod, kmg of Chalcisr 
obtained at the same time, the superimendency 
of the temple and sacred treasury, together wftli> 
the authority of electing whom he would tothe.- 
high-priesthood. 

During Fadus's government, ttkcre an^e air 
impostor in Judea, called Thendas, who formed* 
a powerful party, by pretending that he would 
divide the waters of the rrver Jordan, as Joshuar 
had done, by his single word. The deluded 
multitude were however soon dispersed by some- 
of the Roman troops, and Theudas himself was 
condemned to lose his head.* 

Fadus was soon after succeeded in the go- 
vernment by an apostate Jew of sacerdotal race» 
called Tiberius Alexander* He caused JameS' 
and Simon, the sons of Judas GalUaBUSt head of 
the Gaulonitish sect, to be crucified. About the 
same time Herod, king of Chalcis, died, and 
was succeeded by young Agrippa, whom Clau- 
dius raised to the throne in preference to his el- 
der brother Aristobulus. 

Vcntidius Cumanus was next sent governor 
of Judea, but his tyrannical conduct occasioned 
such disorder, that he incurred the displeasure 
of the emperor, and was compelled to resign his 
authority to Claudius Felix, under whon» the 
Jewish affairs became worse- than ever. The 
country was entirely overrun with banditti^ and 
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&lse prophets were continually blowing the flames 
of sedition, while the sicarii or assassins committed 
the most atrocious deeds, under the specious mask 
of zeal for their religion and liberties- Frequent 
executions were, consequently, necessary, but 
Felix exerted his cruelty on all persons indiscri-» 
minately, whom his avarice or resentment had 
m^ked out for destructicni, whether innocent or 
guilty. This inhumanity occasioned the vene- 
rable pri^t Jonathan, who had been instrumental 
in i»x)curing Felix the government, to expostu*- 
late with him upon the harshness and impolicy of 
his; conduct ; but the ungrateful Roman persisted 
in his tyranny, and ordered his friendly censor to 
be privately murdered. 

He was succeeded by Fortius Festus, who, on 
his arrival, found the affairs of the province in a 
most lamentable situation, and perceived, to his 
astonishment, that even the ptiests had com^ 
meiiced a civil war am<M)g themselves, in conse^ 
quence of the frequent depositions of the pontifi% 
and their pretensions to a more considerable share 
ojT the tythes than their brethren could afford* 
Festus was therefore necessitated to begin his 
government with the utmost severity, in order to 
suppress the disorders which now £^ed the city^ 
the country, and sometimes the temple with blood. 
Towards the ctose of tiiis year Festus 
^2. ^ic^> *^d w^* succeeded by Albinus, who, 
'. on bis s^rival, expressed his resentment 
i^^nst Ananus the hig^-prtest, for the unlawful 
execution of St. James, bishop of Jerusalem, in 
such severe terms, that Agrippa thought fit to 
depose the offender. He then punished with un- 
relenting severity the sicarii, robbers, and ban- 
ditti) who were now grownmore numerous than 
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every while the scandalous outrages of the rival 
priests called aloud for reformation. 

Aibihus, after a two years government, 

^ ' was recalled by Nero ; and Gessius Florus 
was* nominated to succeed him. This 
abandoned wretch, whose chief delight consisted 
in rapine, murder, and oppression, openly con- 
nived at the nefarious practices of the banditti, 
and used his utmost exertions to provoke the 
nation to open rebellion, that he might enjoy 
the diabolical satisfaction of seeing them mas- 
sacre each other, whilst the general confu»oa 
would prevent those compisunts which might 
otherwise be made against his unparalleled ty- 
ranny. 

In consequence of these base proceedings, and 
the distracted state of the country, great numbers 
of Jews resolved to seek an asylum with foreign 
nations, whilst those .who staid behind applied to 
Cestius Callus, governor of Syria, who was then 
at the passover, beseeching ham to have compas- 
sion on their extreme misery, and deliver them 
irom the oppressive violence of their tyrannical 
governor. Florus, who was present, insolently 
turned the complaint into ridicule ; and Cestius 
contented himself with telling them, that Florus 
should behave better in future. In the mean 
time, directions were given for computing the 
number of .Jews that were in Jerusalem, by that 
of the lambs sacrificed at the festival, and the 
whole was found to amount to two millicms, five 
hundred and fifty*six thousand. 

j^ j^ Soon after this computation had been 

^ * transmitted to Nero, Uie contest between 

the Jews and Syrians, respecting the city 

of Capaarea, was. decided in&vour of the htler« 
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Thfe decree was no sooner published in Judea, 
than the Jews of all descriptions resolved to take 
up arms; and thus began the fiital war which 
terminated in the destruction of their nation. 
Agrippa, who was in the metropolis at the be- 
ginning of this rebellion, strove to appease the 
people by a long and elaborate speech, but in- 
stead of effecting his design, he was saluted with 
a volley of stones, and compelled to quit the city, 
while Florus refused to make the least exertion for 
the restoration of peace, and secretly triumphed - 
in the horrid accomplishment of his desire. The 
flames of intestine war now began to rage with 
ijrresisttble fury in every part of the unhappy 
province. Nothing was to.be seen but carnage, 
xobbery, and dilapidation ; nothing to be heard 
bot execrations, groans, or unavailing complaints. 
Twenty thousand Jews were massacred in C»sa- 
rea ; two thousand at Ptolemais ; and fifty thou- 
sand in Alexandria. At Jerusalem three thou- 
sand five hundred persons were slaughtered in 
one day by the troops of Florus, and those who 
were taken prisoners were inhumanly scourged 
and then crucified ; while the Jews, on their part, 
spared neither Syrians nor Romans, but retali- 
ated their cruelties wherever they prevailed. 

Berenice, who had remained at Jerusalem 
some time after her brother Agrippa's depar- 
ture, spired neither entreaties, messages nor vi« 
sits, to prevail on the brutal praetor to put a stop 
to the genei'al effusion of blood, but the inhu- 
man tyrant remained obdurate, and she was re- 
peatedly exposed to the utmost peril in the pro- 
secution of her laudable attempts. 

A great number of assassins having, in the 
mean time, joined the rebels, they compelled the 
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RonMm troops to evacuate the fortresses of Ma»- 
sada and Antonia ; possessed themselves of tbe 
towers of Phasad and M ariamne ; reduced the 
palaces of Agrippa^ Berenice, and the high -priest 
' to ashes ; and murdered all who presumed to 
oppose them, without pitjr or distinction. Me- 
Bahem, chief of the sicarii or zealots, was mur- 
dered by the insurgents, with a great number of 
his followers ; but his nephew Elcazar immedi- 
ately succeeded him, and besieged the Romans 
BO closely in their castle, that they were obliged 
to surrender and were all massacred, notwith- 
standing the besiegers had g^ven a solemn pre- 
mise they should retire without molestation; a 
treachery which was soon after retaliated on the 
Jews of Scythopolis. 

The rebels had by this time extended their 
eonquests beyond the Jordan, and reduced the 
fortresses of Cyprus and Machaeron; so that 
Cestius Gadlus, who had hitherto been an idle 
spectator of the increasing ruin, began to take 
some vigorous measures for the suppression of 
the revolt. He accordingly marched, at the 
head of a powerful army, into Judea, massacred 
all the Jews he could find, and burnt all the 
towns and villages in his route till he approached 
Gibeon, where he formed an encampment. The 
people at Jerusalemi, who were then celebrating 
the feast of tabernacles, armed themselves at the 
news of his approach, and came out against him 
With such unbridled fury, that he would in all 
likelihood have been defeated, had not he received 
a timely succour from his cavalry. Agrippa 
now hastened to join the Roman with a body of 
troops, and endeavoured once more to appease 
the rebellious Jews, by sending two of his ofli- 
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cers to thetn Vfiih some proposals for peace ; but 
iSD^tead of hearkening to his termst they killed 
one of the messengers and attacked the other 
^ fiercdy"* that it was with extreme difficulty he 
escaped with his life. To revenge this outrage^ 
Cestius advanced suddenly towards them, suui 
^qve them "before him almost to Jerusalem. 
Having staid three days at Scopas» in the hope 
i>£ terrifying them by the contiguity of his army 
to their metropolis, he marched against them in 
order of battle, and threw them, into such con- 
sternation, that they hastily abandoned the outer 
parts of the city, and sought an asylum in the 
inner cincture near the temple. 

Had Cestius persisted in his design of besieg- 
ing them, with unremitting vigour and resolu- 
ti<Hi, he might, in all probability, have finally 
Crushed the rebellion ; but the siege was suddenly 
iraised at the instigation of Cestius's generals, 
who had been corrupted by Florus ; and the in- 
surgents being re-animated by this impolitic ac- 
tion* boldly sallied out, and in their turn pur- 
sued him to his camp at Gibeon, from whence 
he contrived to escape by night, after losing four 
tliousand foot and four hundred horse, with a 
considerable part of the baggage. 
. The Jews having thus vanquished the Syrian 
governor, deliberated on the most prudent means 
of carrying on the war against the Romans, and 
appointing certain chiefs to command in the se- 
veral cantons and fortresses of Judea. A&er 
some debates it was agreed that Josephus, a 
Jewish priest; of consickrable rank, should be 
appointed governor' of the two Galilees : that 
tifie.care.of U)^Q metropolis should be left to Ana- 
nus the high -priest, and Joseph iiie son of Go- 
VoL. II. 2 D 
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lion ; and that Eleazar, the chief of the zealots,* 
should be intrusted with the government of 
Idumea. 

. Nero, who in the mean time had received 
inteUigence of these prepancdons, together with 
Ihe signal defeat of Cestius, comm^ided Ves- 
pasian to n»rch with all possible expecUtic^ 
against Judea. He repaired, accordinglf, to 
Syria, and assembled all his forces, with those of 
kis auxiliaries, whilst his son Titus was sent to 
fetch the fifth aiid tenth legions from Alexan* 
dria* 

* Early in the following spring the Roman ge- 
neral advanced, with Agrippa,^ towards Ptoie^ 
mais, and was there joined by Titus with a body 
of troops, who had boldly marched to his as- ^ 
sistance amidst the trying severities of winter. 
I'heir combined forces now amounted to sixty 
thousand disciplined men, with which they etir 
tered Galilee,^ burnt Gadara, and advanced to 
besiege Jotapa* Upon the first news of their 
approach, Josephus, governor of that province^ 
supplied the place with stores, and defended it in 
the most heroic manner for the space of forty 
days, but at the expiration of that time it was 
taken by assault ; the garrison were put to the 
sword,' and not a single inhabitant escaped to 
r<*late the dt^adful misfortune, as they were all 
massacred or taken prisoners* Forty thousand 
person^ are said to have perished at this time, 
and Josephus was among the number of thobe 
who exchanged the horrors of war for captivity. 
He had concealed himself in a subterraneous 
cavern, but was at length discovered, and pre« 
vailed upon by Vespasian's generous offers to 
surrender. '"• 
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. Whilst Vespiaian was engaged at Jotapa, 
Trajan had been sent to invest Japha, which he. 
reduced, but gave young Titus the honour of it, 
by compHmenting him with the direction of the 
last assault. Upon their entering the place, 
the Japhians resisted with the Aiost surprising 
obsdnacy, and maintained a sanguinary engage^ 
^ment during six hours, in their streets; they 
were, however, at length overpowered and put 
to the sword, and all the women and children 
were earned away prisoners. The Samaritans, 
who had assembled on Mount Garizzim, were 
driven to such extremities for want of watery 
that many of them perished with thirat, and 
those who refused to surrender were literally 
cut in pieces* Joppa, which had been formerly- 
laid waste by Cestius, but now re-peopled with: 
seditious Jews, was taken by the Roman forces, 
while four thousand of the new inhabitants, en- 
deavouring to elude the sword by betaking 
themselves to their ships, were driven back by 
a sudden tempest, and either drowned or thrown> 
into the power of the enemy. Tiberias and Ta-. 
richea were also reduced after a vigorous de* 
fence, and all the rebels who occupied the latter 
were condemned to die. 

On the reduction of these important places the 
Galileans, percMving the impossibility of subdu-^ 
ingso powerful an enemy, prudently delivered 
up all their remaining cities, except GamaJa, Gis- 
chala, and the mountain of Itabyr* The former 
of these was invested by Agrippa, who exerted 
his eloquence to induce the inhabitants to sur- 
render before they were driven to extremity, but 
the only answer he received was a volley of stones 
from the engines, by which he was wounded in 
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the arm. - The Romans, who had now come t» 
his assistance) were violentlj exasperated at this 
outrage, and made so desperate an assault that 
they »^ually got possession of the town, but were 
compelled to abandon it with considerable loss. 
The assault was then renewed with still greater 
fiiry, and the besieged fought with the utmost 
desperation, insomuch, that the Roman courage 
was put to a severe trial ; but at length, one of 
the towers being overthrown, the incensed army 
ivshed in at the breach, and made a horrid 
slaughter of their obstinate opponents. Four 
thousand miserable wretches were slain by the 
avenging sword, and a much greater number 
fell victims to their own impatience and ungo- 
vernable fury. During this siege Placidus con- 
trived to draw the Jews of Itabyr down into the 
plain by a pretended flight, and then, suddenly 
ntclng about, defeated them with a great slaugh- 
ter, and took possession of the mountain. 

Titus was now sent to form the siege bf Gis- 
chala, but as he was much grieved at the prodi- 
gious effusion of blood which attended the suc- 
cessive conquests, he earnestly exhorted the in- 
habitants to secure themselves from destrucdon 
by a timely surrender. The citizens were wil- 
ling to follow his advice, but a seditious Jew, 
named John, forcibly opposed ' it, and, ha\ang 
the mob at his command, overawed the whole 
city. This perfidious wretch entreated Titus to 
grant one day's truce, promising that he would, 
upon that condition, embrace, his proposal on 
the inoniow; but he had no sooner obtained his 
request than he fled with all possible celerity to 
Jerusalem, and left the citizens to dispose of 
their liberty as they thought proper. . These im- 
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mediately surrendered to the young gecend, and 
told him of John's flight, earnestly entreating 
that he would not punish the innocent with the 
guilty* Titus generously granted their petition, 
and contented himself with sending a body of 
-cavalry in pursuit of the fugitives* The sur- 
render of this place having completed the con- 
quest of Galilee, Titus rejoined his father at 
Csesarea, where the troops were permitted to 
enjoy some necessary refreshments and reposei 
previous to their commencing the siege of the 
Jewish metropolis. . 

While those members of the Jewish nar 
'^70^ tion who clearly foresaw the impending 
destruction which threatened their coun- 
try, their religion, and even their existence^ were 
prudently solicitous to elude the danger by a 
timely submission to the Romans, the c^sposite 
party, which was by far the more numerous, and 
consisted of men of the vilest character Chat ever 
disgraced human nature, opposed aU pacific 
measures with invincible obstinacy, and breathed 
out nothing but slaughter, rapine, and devasta- 
tion. These abandoned wretches, who, imder 
pretence of religion, acted rather like demoniacs 
than beings who had any sense of humanity, 
began to exercise their wanton cruelty in plun^ 
<iering and assassinating all who presumed to 
^pose them in the vicinage, of Jerusalem ; and 
then proceeded into the capital with Zechariah 
and Eleazs^r at their head. Here they, met with 
a strenuous opposition, as Ananus, the late high- 
priest, exhorted tlie citizens to arm in their own 
defence, and boldly repulse those factious villains 
who liad seized upon the temple, and made it 
their garrison, from which they occasionally sal- 
2D 2 
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fied out to commit the most shocking outrag;es« 
The people adopted this advice, and made so 
Tigorous an attack upon the Zealots, that they 
were compeUed to retreat into the inner cinctui-e 
of the temple, and were there closely besieged by 
Ananus. John of Gischala^ ttnder pretence of 
espousing the pontiff's cause, was intrusted with 
some proposals of peace far the besieged ; but, 
instead of executing his commission with fide- 
lity, he persuaded them to bold out with un- 
shaken firmness, and concerted a plan by which 
they might procure, the assistance of the Idu- 
means. 

On the same night there happened so dreadful 
a storm, accompanied with thunder, lightning, and 
a violent earthquake, that the Zealots savi^ed the 
bolts and hinges of the temple-gates without be- 
ing heard,. sallied into £he city, and admitted the 
Idumean auxiliaries, who had come upon their in- 
vita;d<in, to the number of twenty thousand— 
These parties, thus strengthened and united, im- 
mediately began to perpetrate the most horrid 
cruelties on' the opposte side. Twelve thousand 
individuals of noble extraction, and in the flower 
of their age, were murdered by the most cruel 
methods, and the tyranny of their assassins in- 
creased to such a height, that the whole nation 
trembled at their name. 

When they had satiated their unrestrained 
cruelty with the blood of so many persons of 
distinction, they turned their sanguinary hands 
against the lower class, and litertdly filled Jeni- 
salem with anguish and distress. To have once 
seemed to oppose them was a crime that must 
be expiated by the death of the offender ; to be 
inactive was to be pronounced a spy, and not to 
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applaud their most nefarious practices was imme-' 
diately construed into disaffection: none dared 
be seen to weep or heard to lament the murder 
of their nearest relations, nor even to give them 
the last melancholy service of interment. Thii 
despotism compelled ma^iy of the Jews to take 
shelter under the Romans, thou^ the avenues 
of the city were so strictly guarded that the at- 
tempt was extremely hazardous, and all who 
were detected in it were immediately put to 
death. 

Vespasian, in the mean time, remained at Cse- 
aarea, an idle spectator of the melancholy state 
of the revolted province, aware that the Jewish 
strength declined daily in consequence of their 
intestine broils and massacres, whilst his own men 
enjoyed an interval of repose which would enable 
them td force the enemy to submission* The 
event justified his unusual indolence, and fully ac- 
complished the awful predictions which had been 
frequently pronounced against the rebellious nai 
tion. 

The Zealots, afler triumphing over the lives 
and property of their opponents, began to turn 
their murderous weapons against each other* 
John of Gischala, impatient of control, and am- 
bitious of absolute authority, drew the most pro^ 
fiigate of the Zealots to espouse his cause ; while 
the other chiefs forced an opposite faction, and 
opposed him with the most rancorous malignity. 
Whilst this anarchy prevailed in the wretched 
city, a new body of sicarii appeai'ed in the coun- 
try, under the conduct of a bold ambitious young 
man, called Simon, who, in order to augment his 
followers, caused a proclamation to be raadej 
promising liberty to all slaves, and suitable en« 
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couragenwnts to all freemen who should voluntar 
rily enlist under his bannei-s. By this expedient 
his party was soon increased to a powerful annyy 
and hixDself respected as a monarch ; many Jew^ 
of distinction, besides those of the lower class, 
putting themselves beneatli his protecticm, to elude 
the barbarity of th^ opposite party. 

About this time Nero terminated hi^ 
\l ^y""^"*^^ reign with an act of suicide ; 
and Vespasian was busily employed in 
making preparations for the siege of Jerusalem ; 
whilst Simon invaded Idumea with an army of 
twenty thousand men, and perpetrated such acts 
of cruely and devastation, that the miserably 
.wretches who escaped with their lives, abandon- 
ed the country to his mercy, and went to take 
shelter in the metropolis. 

John, who had lutherto tyrannized with ex- 
traordinary success at the head of his banditti, 
was now opposed by the Idumeans, and diiven 
into the temple, whilst Simon had advanced 4n 
pui^uit of the Idumean fugitives to the veiy 
walls of the city* In this emei^ency the people 
formed the rash design of admitting Simon and 
his troops to overawe the besieged chief,. who 
was expected to sally out in the night, and effect 
aome horrid purpose. Simon was accordingly 
received with great honours and acclamations, 
but as his chief care was to render his power abr 
solute, he looked indifferently 9n those who in- 
vited, and those against whom he was desired to 
turn in arms. He had already discarded ever^ 
virtue from his bosom ; apd therefore ingratitude' 
and breach of faith were crimes of too light a 
nature to restrain his ungovernable avarice and 
cmelty. 
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The Romans had not remained macfiTe dur- 
ing these convulsions in the city ; but being in- 
vited by the inhabitants of Gadara, one of the 
strongest places on that side the river, had sent 
-Placidus to take possession of it. He accord- 
ingly fought his way thither through several 
strong bodies of the rebels^ and exerted himself 
so effectually, that, in a short space of time, all 
that part of Judea which - lies on the east side 
the Jordan was completely reduced, except the 
castle of Machseron. Vespaisian, in the begin* 
ning of the spring, marched against Idumea^ 
and reduced all the towns and villages to ashes, 
except stich as he supposed might prove service- 
able to the troops whom he left to overawe the 
eountry. 

Some months having elapsed since' Vespasian 
received intelligence of Nero's death, and the 
electicx) of Galba to the imperial dignity, that 
general sent Titus to compliment the new em- 
peror, and to receive his commands concerning 
the reduction of Judea. Titus immediately pre- 
pared to execute his commission, and Agrippa 
resolved on accompanying him, but they had 
tntx:eeded no farther than Achaia, when they 
heard the news of Galba's assassination, and the 
accession of Otho. Titus immediately hastened 
back to his father, who was soon after chosen 
emperor, according to the prediction of Jose-> 
phiis, whom he now set at liberty, and recom- 
pensed with many signal favours. 

The Jewish dissensions still increased, and in* 
volved the threatened city in new and accumu- 
lated calamities. Eleaasar, a person of the sd- 
cerdotal order, and of great courage, contrived 
to form a new party, by persuading the adhe- 
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rents of John of Gischala that thdr chief was 
become insopportabl^ tyrannical. With thi^ 
new &ction he seized on the court of the priestS) 
and confined John in that of the Israelites* The 
avenues were so carefuUy'guarded, that bo per- 
sons were admitted to that part of the tempk 
but those who capie to offer sacniice ; and it 
was by these offerings that he maintained hi my- 
self and his partisans. John finding himself so 
completely hemmed in by Eleazar above^ and 
Simon, who had possession of the city, below, 
defended himself against the former with his 
engines) out of which he continued throwing 
stones into his coun ; and when he sallied out 
against the latter, be set fire to every building 
he could reach, and by that means destroyed 
great quantities of provisions, which might 
othei-wise have enabled the inhabitants to hoM 
out against the besiegers for several years* 

Such was the deplorable condition of Jerusa- 
lem, when Titus, being left by his fitther to ter- 
minate the war, and having received some power- 
ful reinforcements from* his friends, marched 
against that city. Previous to his forming a rer 
gular siege, he went in person with a body of six 
hundred horse to reconnoitre its strength and 
avenues ; and seemed to flatter himself that the 
Jews would readily open their gates to him; 
but they made so vigorous and unexpected a 
sally against him, that he found himself sur- 
rounded in a narrow defile, and escaped with 
extreme difficulty from the vengeance of his as« 
sailants. This accident induced him to draw 
his army nearer, in order to commence the siege 
in form. 

£lea^r*s party was now extirpated by the im? 
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inaus ailifice of John of GisphaTa) but the other 
two persevered in their usual cruelties against 
6ach other with such desperation, that it appeared 
as if they hiad taken an oath to £Eici^te the re« 
duction of their city by the Roman arms. Titus 
in the mean time had caused his troops to leyet 
an the ground in their apim)ach to the walls^ 
and to make every preparaticm for a powerful 
attack. Some proposals of peace were sent to 
the besieged, but Aey were rejected with imfig- 
nation ; and the Romans were, consequendy, or- 
dered to play their engines against the city with 
all their might. The Jews were soon compelled 
to retire from tliose dreadful stones which the 
enemy threw incessantly from their towers ; and 
the battering-rams were at full liberty to play 
against the wall. A breach was soon madei and 
the entrance of the Romans compelled the rebels 
to retire behind the enclosure. This lodgment 
was effected about a fortnight after the beginning^ 
of the siege. 

Titus immediately advanced to the second 
wall, and plied his engines and battering-rams 
so furiously, that one of the towers began to 
shake, and the Jews who occupied it, perceiving 
their, impending ruin, set it on fire, and precipi- 
tated themselves into the flames. The fall of 
this 8tructui*e afforded an entrance to the second 
enclosure ; but as Titus was anxious to preserve 
the city from demolition, the breach and lanes 
were left so narrow, that a great number of his 
men perished for want of room, when they were 
attacked by Simon. This oversight Was, how- 
ever, quickly rectified, and the place was' carried 
four days alter the first repulse. 

A raging famhie, which had for some time 
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aflUctedthe titfi waft now foDowedby a pestf- 
kiiee 't u^ 9A these calamities increased^ so did 
the cnieltjT of the &ctions, who forced the, 
housed in quest of provisions, punishing those, 
with death who had an^r, because they, had not, 
appiiscd them of it ; and patting others to the; 
most e]u|uisit&' tortures under the pretence that, 
they had vktultls concealed* 
, Titus having agmfi attempted in vain tP pre-: 
"ndl oti tiieiHi to surrender, by distributing, pro- 
visions to his army in their sight ; and by send-. 
ing Josephu^ to re]^sent the fatal consequences. 
of their obstinacy, caused the city to be sur- 
rounded with a strong wall to prevent their re*- 
eeiving any kind of succour, or their eluding his 
vengeance by flight. Nothing was now to be 
seen in the streets of Jerusalem but putrescent 
bodies, emaciated invalids, and objects of the 
deepest distress ; and even those who escaped safe 
to the Roman camp, were muixiered by the sol-, 
diers, upon a supposition that they had swal- 
lowed great qu^tities of gt)ldi insomuch that 
two thousand of them were ripped up in one 
night. 

The inhumanity of the faction witliin, made 
the i^nies and dying groan's of their brethren 
the subject' of their diabolical mirth, and exer- 
cised upon the lifeless bodies every species of 
wanton barbarity ; whilst the wretched inhabit- 
ants were encouraged to persist in their obsti- 
nacy by a number of impostors, who took upon 
themselves the names of prophets, and promised 
a miraculous deliverance from the present cala- 
mities. At this melancholy juncture, an unhappy 
mother was reduced to the horrid extremity of 
lulling and eating her own child. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Roman general, hearing of thia inhumah 
<deed, immediately swore to extirpate both city 
and people, at the same time taking heaven to 
witness that he was innocent of the incompar* 
«ble sufferings which that obstinate and infatu* 
ated nation had brought upon themselves* 

About the end of July, the Romans made 
tliemselves masters of fort Antonio, and set fire 
to the gates, after a sanguinary encounter : yet 
so blind were the Jews to their real danger, that 
though nothing was left but the Temple, and 
the Romans were preparing implements to bat* 
ter down that ediBce as the last obstacle to their 
victory, they could not' persuade themselves 
that God would permit his holy habitation to 
be taken by the heathen ; but still expected some 
wonderful deliverance* 

On the seventeenth day of the month the daily 
sacrifice ceased for the first time since its resto- 
ration by Judas Maccabeus^ there being no pro- 
per person left in the temple to make the offer* 
ing. The gallery that afforded a communica- 
tion between the temple and fort Antonio was 
now burnt down, and on the (wenty-seventh of 
the month the Jews, having filled the western 
portico with combustibles, induced the ROToans, 
by a feigned flight, to scale the battlements and 
set fire to the building ; so that the troops^ we^ 
either consumed in the flames, or dashed ta 
pieces by leaping from the roof* 

Next day Titus obtained admission into the 
outer court of the temple, and drove the besieg- 
ed into that of the priests. Having attempted 
to batter down one of the galleries of the precinct 
without success, he caused the gates to be set on 
fire ; they continued to bum all night, while the 
Vol. IL ' 2 E 
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silver with which they were plated dropped 
down as it melted, and the flames communicated 
ra|Mdl7 to the porticos and galleries in sight of 
the besieged, who, instead of attempting to stop 
it, contented themselves with uttering impotent 
curses agmnst the sacrilegious Romans. Titus, 
being extremely desirous of preserving that no- 
ble edifice from destruction, caused the fire to be 
extinguished ; but whilst he was reposing in his 
navilion, one of the soldiers took up a lighted 
nre-brand, and mounting on his comrade's 
shoulders, threw it into one of the apartments 
adjoining to the sanctuary; the whole north 
side was immediately in a flame up to the third 
story, and Titus, awakened by the noise, ran to 
have it extinguished, but his endeavours were in 
vain, and the soldiers were so flrroly bent upoa 
destroying all that was left, that his orders, 
threats, and entreaties, were equally disregai*ded. 
When he found himself unable to effect his de« 
sign, he entered th^' .';^jaaictuary, and the most 
holy place, where h^ found the golden candle- 
stick, the table of shew bread, the golden altar 
of perfumes, and the 4x>ok of the law wrapped 
up in a rich gold tissue* Upon his quitting that 
sacred place, some other soldiers set it on fire, 
after ' carrying off the costly robes and utensib, 
and tearing the gold plating from the gates and 
timber-work. 

A dreadful slaughter now ensued, in which 
idany thousands perished, some by the sword, 
some by the flame, and others by Ming from 
the battlements. The conquerors carried their 
fury to such a height as to massacre all whom 
they met, without distinction of age, sex, or 
quality, and to bum all the .treasure-houses^ 
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tiEcmgli thef trere full of the richest furniture^ 
vestments, plate, and othet* valuables* In short, 
they persisted in their dreadful work till the 
-whole of the holy^ building was utterly demolish- 
ed, except two of the gates of that part of the 
court which was destined for the women. 
j^ -^ Great preparations were made, ib the 
^3 'mean time, for attacking the upper city, 
and tibe royal palace ^ and on the eighth 
of Septetnber the enguies played so furiously on 
tBe iniqtiitous zealots, that they were over- 
whelmed with cehfusio^ and ran like lunaties 
towards Shiloah, intending lb attack the Wall of 
circumvallation, and by that means effect their 
escape ; but being repulsed by the enemy, they 
Were compelled to hide themselves in the public 
^nks and common sewers, while all the other in- 
balntants were put to the sword, except some of 
the most vigorous, who were reserved, for the 
Victor's triumphs The number of slain and pri-^ 
soners in the coarse of this &tal war with Rome, 
amounts to one million, four hundred and sixty- 
two thousand, of whom ninety-seven thousand 
were doomed to be exposed in public, to fight 
ifke gladiators, or to be devoured by wild beastsy 
and eleven thousand perished for want, either 
through the neglect of their keepers, or their own 
sullen despair ;^ and what tends to aggravate the 
calamity is, that the greatest part of them were 
strangers invited from foreign countries, e^'en 
from bejrond the Euphrates, to assist their bre- 
tiiren at Judea, in defence of their laws and re- . 
Kgious liberties* 

Whilst the soldiers were employed in burning 
the poor remains of the city^ and massacrcing 
such unhappy creatures as fell into their hands, 
John and Simon, the two grand rebels, were dis- 
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coYered and brought to Titus, who ordered them 
to be reserved for his triumph. 

When the sword had returned to its scabbaid 
for want of other objects whereon to exercise its 
fury> and the troops were satisfied with plunder, 
Tfbis gave orders for the total demolition of the 
remamJBg part of the city, with its fortifications, 
palaces, towers, and sumptuous edifices, except- 
ing a port of the western wall, and the three 
towers of Hipprus, Phasael, and Mariamne, which 
might proYe to future ages the astonishing strength 
of the city, and the valour of its conqueror. 
' The castles of Herodion, Massada, and Ma- 
chaeran, were left untaken by Titus, but two of 
them, viz* Herodion and Machaeron, were, socm 
afterwards* reduced by Lucilius Baasus ; and that 
of Masaaik was attacked with su<;h resolution by 
'Flavius Silva, that Eleazar, the commander* of 
the Sicarii, persuaded the inhs^itants, in a kind 
of despsur^ to kill all their wives and children ; 
next to choose ten men by lot, who should slaugh* 
ter all the rest ; and lastly, pitdi upon one out of 
the ten to kill them and himself. This horrid 
tragedy was accordingly acted ; and the Romans* 
preparing the next morning to scale the walls, re* 
ceived information of the particulars frpm two 
females, who had eluded the massacre^ by c<»i« 
cealing themselves in an aqueduct* 

The war being now completely terminated, 
Vespasian ordered all the Jewish lands to be sold 
for bis own use ; commanded all the Jews within 
his empire to pay the tribute of half a shekel into 
^he imperial treasury, which they had formerly 
paid for the use of the sanctuary ; and caused 
all the branches of the house of Judah to be cut 
off, to obviate their vai^i hopes of a/t*/wrf Messiah* 
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THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE, 

THE most ancient of the four great enipiFe!t 
was that of Assyria^, the name of which pstm- 
try Wad derived from Ashur, the first settler of it 
^After tbp flbodf Assyria proper was bounded ^m 
the north by Armenia i on the west by the Tigns ; 
m the souQi by Susiana ; and on the east by Me- 
^a* The internal division Of it has been^ accu- 
rately described by Ptolemy, but we shall only 
mention its principal province Adiaben, because 
this was so considerable as sometimes tcr give its 
liatne to fhe whole country. Here also stood 
the famous city of Nineveh, the capital of the- 
Assyrian empire. 

The kingdom of Assyria, as founded by Ashur, 
was widely different from the magnificent mo- 
narchy which many ages afterwards bore that 
^ame ; but of its early history we have very im- 
perfect accounts.' The Assyrian chronology is 
Exceedingly perplexed, and the only certain Ught' 
we have respecting the Assyrian history, is in the 
sacred writingfs.- 

What Ctesias has related in his Assyrian histo- 
id, though adopted as genuine by many learned 
writers) is so contradictory to the scripture, and 
s6 highly romantic, as to deserve no oredit. He * 
i^presents Ninus, (ht founder of this etnpire, as. 
a prince of the most 6xti*aordinary endd^nents 
aa^d prowess ; but the account which he gives of 
Semiramis, itte wife of that- monarch, is totally 
incredible. Ninus, after conquering almost all 
Asia, between Tanais and the Nife, built the city 
^ E a 
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of Nineveh on the river Tigris, the circumference 
of which was sixty miles* 

But Semiramis, his widow, being determined to 
eclipse the glory of her husband, founded Baby- 
Ion» in which she employed two millions of la- 
bourers. When this enormous city was complet- 
ed, she putherself at the headof a prodigious armv, 
and marched into Media ; after conquering which, 
she proceeded to visit Persia, and the rest of the 
A»atic provinces^ where she erected many mag- 
nificent palaces, laid out extensive gardens, and 
built a number of stately cities. At length am- 
bidon prompted her to attempt the conquest of 
India ; and to supply the want of elephants in her 
army, she is said to have had recourse to a sin- 
jgular invention. Having caused three hundred 
thousand black oxen to be slain, their hides were 
stuffed in the form of elephants, each carried by 
a camel within, and led by a man. The army 
which she conducted on this expedition, amounted 
according to the same authority, to three millions 
of foot, 'two hundred thousand horse, one hundred 
thousand chariots, and one hundred thousand men 
on camels. 

Strabrobates, king bf India, was not intimidat- 
ed on' hearing of this invasion, but prepared to 
meet Semiramis, at the head of a {^odigious 
army. 

For* some time th^ .Assyrian heroine had the 
advantage, but ^jt last tlie real elephants of India 
tBrew her array into confusion, and she was oblig- 
ed to siff for peace, and return into her own coun- 
try, where she shortly after died.. 

That such a woman never existed, we will not 
assert, but it i% evident that there is more &ble 
than truth in the wonderful relations which even 
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^ve historians have recorded of her extraordi'- 
nary endowments and exploits* 

Semiramis was succeeded by her son Ninyas^ 
a pusiUaninious, lascivious monarchy who shut 
himself up In his palace, that his subjects mi^ht 
regard him as a god. 

In this course he was followed by all his suc- 
cessors) alt of whom we shall pass over in silence) 
and content ourselves with noticing only Sarda* 
napalus, the last and most vicious of the Assyrian 
monarchs. 

This wretch descended to such a pitch of de» 
pravity as to assume the dress and manners of 
a prostitute. In his time the Medes, Babylo- 
Qians) and Persians, assisted by the Arabians, 
shook off die Assyrian yoke. On hearing of 
this revolt and cordederacy, the effeminate mo- 
narch was roused from his sloth, and marched 
at the head of his army against tlie rebels, whom 
he defeated in three different engagements. But 
the coalition being strengthened by the accession 
of the Bactrians, the imperial army was beaten, 
the camp taken by surprise, and Sardanapalus 
escaped with difficulty to the city of Nineveh» 
Here he was closely besieged above two years, 
but finding at last that the p^^e could hold out 
no tonger, and knowing that no favour would be 
shown him by the enemy, lie set fire to his pa* 
lace, and destroyed himself with all his concubines 
and. eunuchs. Thus ended the Assyrian empire . 
after subsisting, according to Ctesias, wly)se ac- 
count we have here given, one thousand four hun- 
dred years. 

We now proceed to relate that which appears 
to be the 'only genuine history of ^syria. 
; Pul, or Phul, the first king of this country 
mentioned in scripture^ subdued Israel* in the. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Sfft AsstttrAirs. 

reign of Menahem^ who became Us tributary; 
After the flood 1957— B- C.77i, 

Tizlath-Pileser, who is supposed to be the* 
-wn of Pul, and succeeded him in the throner 
likewise invaded Israel, and carried die inhabit* 
ants away captive into Assyria. He also fell up* 
cm Damascus, and having slain Rezin, he remov- 
«d the people into his t^wn kingdom^ and thus, 
put an^ end to that state*- 

This monarch way succeeded By Shal- 
^^ maneser, who compelled Hoshe^ king of 
• Israel,' to pay him tribute. Some ycurs- 
afterwards Hoshea endeavoured td shake ofl^ the 
Assyrian yoke, with the assistance of So, king of 
Egypt. Oh thiis Shalmaneser marched hito the 
land of Israel, atid after a siege of three ye^Crs took 
Samaria the capital city. He then returned into** 
Assyria, taking with him the captive king and allv 
his subjects. 

Having compelled Phoenicia to become;^ 

^17 *^^^^^^ *^ ^™> and taken the cities ot 

' Sidon, Ace, and Palotynis, from the Ty- 

rians, he fbrmed the design of conquering Tyre': 

kself, but in this attempt he felled. 

The next king of Assyria was Sennacherib, 
.who marched into*Judah, and forced king He- 
ickiah to pay him a yearly tritttite of three hun^ 
dred talents of sifver, and thirty of gold.- 
♦ Notwithstanding this submission on the part 
rf the Jewish ihonarch, Sennacherib, shortly af- 
terward sent his general Rabshakcn, at the head 
6f a large army, against Jerusalem. While the 
siege was carrying on with vigour, aftdby Sen- 
nacherib in person, he was informed that Tir-• 
hakah,-king pftthic^ia, who is supposed to have: 
bfeen the S?c^tmcco ^ Herodotus, t^as. about to 
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enter his dominions. This intelligence bUtged 
him to raise the siege, and to march against the 
iDivader ; but at his departure he sent a letter to 
Hezekiah, in which he threatened that Judah 
should be added to the many: nations which his 
arms bad reduced to the Assjiian empire* He 
soon returned to put his threat into execution; 
but a destroying ange^ atcordmg to the figura- 
tive language of Holy Wiit, to express the d^ 
vine interposition, visited his camp and stew one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand of his sol- 
diers^* This judgment compelled the arrogant 
tyrant to hasten back into his own country, where 
he exercised the most horrid cruelties upcHi lak 
subjects, but particularly upon the captive Jews» 
in revenge for the disgrace which had befaHen 
iiim in his attempt to reduqe their country. His 
conduct became so odious and intolerable even 
in his own &mily, that his own sons, Adramme* 
lech and Sharezer, conspired against him, and 
murdered him as he was offering up his devo-» 
tions in the temple of his god Nisroch» 

This, abominable act, however, seems to hWe 

* The most [Probable conjecture is, that this destruction 
was occasioned by the pestilential wind common in those 
countries, hy the name of the Samiel, which, in passing^ 
over the deserts, isf sometimes carried into the fertile pro- 
vinces, and instantaneously slays both man and beast. It 
is observable, that, even Herodotus had some knowledge 
of this tatatftrophe in the Assyrian army, though he has 
strangely misrepresented the real fact, as well as the 
name of the place : for he says, that while Sennacherib 
besieged Pelusium, immense numbers of rats and mice en* 
tercdrhis camp in the night, and destroyed all the shield- 
straps and l)ow-strings. The story }s so remarkable as 
to be evidently a perverted account of the scripture rela* 
tipn, which is of itself a far more probable circiimstaiiGQ* 
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parricicks were comc^ained to fly into Artnei^ 
to escape the expected punishment which their 
crime deserved* Esar-Haddon, or, according 
to Ptolemy, Assaradin^ the blind son of Sen- 
Bacheriby then ascen^M the throne* B. C« 7 10* 
; Tlus prince possessed better qualities thim his 
fother, and was very kind to the captive Jews, 
whom that tyrant had so crueHy oppressed. He 
reigned for some years qnietlv) but towards the 
dose of his life, the demre ot conquest ar6sd in 
his breast; and after lidding Babylon to -thci= 
Assyriah crown, he put ati entire end to the 
kingdom of Israel, and sent Manasseh, king of 
Judah, in chains to Babylon* 

Flushed with this success, he marched into 
' Egypt and Ethiopilii which couhtrie^ he sub* 
dued, and carried numbers of their inhabitants 
into captivity* While he %?as engaged in this- 
war, his gtoeral Tartan hud siege to the strong 
city of Ashdod, or A^totus^ and t6ok it. 

Having thun- extended his doihit^ioh^ and re-^ 
fived the gfeiy of the ABsfvkoi name, whick 
had been greatly eclipsed in the reign of his 
predecessor^ this great prince spent tl^ remain- 
der of his days in peace, and dked in a good old 
age. B.C*668i 

He was succeeded by Saosduchinus, or Saos- 
ducheus, who is the Nebuchadnezzar of the sa- 
cred history* This Prince followed up the great 
designs of his predecessor, and gained many ad- 
Vantages over the Medes, whose king Phraoites 
^ he slew, after a hard-fought battle in the plaia 
of Ragan* Elated with this victory, he marched 
into Media, and having reduced many strong 
places, carried by stprm the &mous city <^ £c<^ 
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baiana^ nrhich he completely destroyed. Aftei' 
this conquest he returned to Nineveh, where he 
tielebrated his trium|^s in a luxurious and splen^ 
did feast g^iven to those who had attended him 
\n his expedition, which feast lasted one hundred 
and twenty days* 

The (Success of his arms swelled liis mind to 
such a height of mad ambition, that he waged , 
war against all the woiid, and began to regard 
himself as something more than mortal. In 
this fit of extravagance, he sent an army undey 
Holofemes, with orders to put to death the in- 
habitants of every country who should resist hia 
authority. The general appears to have been 
actuated by the same spirit as his master, fot 
the cruelties which he committed struck terror 
among all the neighbouring nations. But th^ 
Jews had the courage to stand firm against, the 
haughty Assyrian, and notwithstanding the ra- 
vages which he made, they defended their ca^- 
pital city^ Bethutia, to the last extremity. 

When all hopes of deliverance were lost, a 
beautiftil lady, of a noble &mily, named Judith, 
accompanied by her maid, went out into the 
Assyrian camp, and being introduced to the ge* 
nend, he instantly became enamoured of her 
charms, and conducted her to his tent. At the 
entertainment which he gave but of respect to 
his &ir visiter, Holofemes drank so freely, as 
soon to become inebriated, in which state he fell 
asleep. At this critical moment, when the com* 
pany were all retired, Judith smote ^ the head 
of the general, and, putting it into a bag, went 
out of the tent, passed the guards, and returned 
safe to the city. 

This act raised the drooping spirits of the 
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iewB) whO) talung advantage of the donstdftut*- 
4ion of die Assyrians, sallied out, and defeated 
them with great slaughter. This story is cir- 
cumstantially related in the apocryphal book of 
Judith; but it must be observed that there seems 
to be quite as much of truth in it as there is m 
the accoimt of Semicamis, by Ctesias, Which we 
have already condemned. That there never 
was such a woman as Judith, we will not say^ * 
but that the story is in ail partictilars true, we 
cannot admit, because sacred and pro&ne his* 
tory are silent upon an incident too remarkable 
to have ^passed unnoticed* Besides, that which 
stamps improbability upon the tale, is the strange 
name given to the capital city of Judah, which 
occurs in no part of Scripture, nor any where 
else. 

^ Saosduchinus was ^cceeded by Chy- 

i^' naladan, or Sarac, whose clmracter and 
«roign i^^e so exattly with the story of 
Sardanapahis, as to prove that he was the same 
person. In his reign, the Medes, headed by 
Cynares, the son of Phraortes, revolted, and, 
after defeating the Assjrrians in a pitched battle, 
laid siege to Nineveh ; but while they were thus 
engaged, the Scythians entered Media, in conse- 
quence of which Cynares was obliged to make 
a hasty retreat into his own country, to repel 
the invaders. About the same lime Natopolbs- 
ser, a Babylonian, whom Chynaladan had placed 
at the head of his army, revolted, aind took pos- 
session of the kingdom of Babylon. The^ng 
of Assyria, seeing nothing but enemies around 
, him, and knowing how odious his conduct had 
rendered him to his subjects^ collected all his 
wealth into a pile in his palace, and then set 
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fire to it, perishing with his whole family iii the 
flames* 

The Assyrian monarchy did indeed sub- 
626 ^^^^ ^^ some degree many years after this 
circumstance ; but even the names of the 
succeeding kings have not reached us. We 
know nothing more of its history than that it 
was at last completely destroyed by the Medea 
and Babylonians. 

"During the first monarchy, Egypt, of which 
we have given a history in the first volume of 
this work, flourished, and claims the admiration 
of posterity on various accounts. 

Next to the Egyptians, the Phoenicians were 
the most celebrated. Their skill in maritime 
affairs, their address and excellent policy in com- 
mercial concerns, have ever excited applause. 
Tyre, their chief city, was taken by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, about the year 570 B* C. Pygmalion is 
well known as a Phoenician monarch, whose sis- 
ter, Drdo, built Carthage* 

The kingdom of the Lydians flourished under 
the first monarchy, chiefly during the reign of 
Croesus, whose dominion was far extended over 
the regions of A6ia9 ^^ ^^^ ^^ considered as 
the richest king of his time. 

This age produced Homer and Hesiod. To 
lifts period also must be referred the Sybils, wo- 
men famous for their prophecies. 

During the first monarchy, philosoi^y flou- 
rished in Egypt, and astronomy in Qhaldea ; and 
the celebrated cities of Nineveh and Babylon are 
the most decided proofs that the Assyrians and 
Chaldeans were well skilled in wori^s of architec- 
ture and mechanics. 

Vol. II. ^F 
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THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE. 

BABYLON was known in ancient times by 
the names of Shinary Shinaary &c. that of Ba- 
bylon is generally supposed to be derived from 
Cbe tower of Babelj and that of ChaldaUf whicfa 
is also i4>propriated to this country, isoim the 
Chaldaeans. 

These two names aomedmies extend to the 
whole country^. being taken for each other, and 
sometimes they are limited to certain parts ; by 
Babylon or Babylonia, was meant the comitry in 
the neigMxHirhood of the city of Babylon; and 
by Cha^% that which extends soiithiwd to the 
Persian gulC By the sacred writ»*s the wh^^ 
country is called Ghald»a» but pro£uic authOTs 
usually denominate it Babylonia. It lies between 
SO aiid S5 degrees north latitude, beii^ boundedon 
the north by Mesopotamia^ on the east by th^ Ti^* 
gris, on the west by Arabia Deserta, and oa, 
the south by the. Persian gulf and part of Arabia 
Felix. 

The climate of this country is, for the most 
part, wholesome and^mperate, though at parti^ 
cular seasons of the yjear, it is noxious and highly 
•dangerous to the human constitution. Thehei^is 
so extraordinary, that the rich are accustomed 1^ 
sleep even with a gre^J^ part of their bodies im« 
mersed in water. For several months together 
it seldom or never rains^ so that the inhabitama 
are at great labour and expense iti watering their 
lands, the various engines used for that purpose 
being so numerous, especially aloqg the banks 
of the Euphrates, as sometimes to impede the 
navigation of the river. This drought has been 
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linown to continue for two years and a half, and 
the inhabitants .are satisfied if it rain but twice or 
thrice in the course of the year* The richness 
€>i the soiUthe general excellence of the climatei 
and the industry of the inhabitants^ rendered this 
country one of the most fertile on the &ce of the 

The palm-tree naturally flounshed throughout 
this land) chiefly of the date kind, wliich afforded 
the inhabitants meat, wine, and honey* The 
grain produced in this country exceeded that of 
every other; the millet and the sesame shot up 
into the size of trees^ aAd the leaves of the barley 
and wheat were usually four fingers broad* The 
sesame yielded them oil, instead ofthe olhre; and 
the palm, wine, instead of the grape.^ 

The great feitility of this country miilM: be 
principally ascribed to the overflowing of the 
rivers Tigris and Euphrates^ whichy during the 
months of Junev July, and August^ are unable to 
carry away the vast quanti6es of water produced 
by the melting of the snow from the mountains 
of Armenia. These inundations, though hi^^y 
beneficial to the soil of the country, were, for a 
considerable length of time, destructive to the 
manual operations of the inhabitants, till, at 
length, taught by experience, they guarded 
against the effects of these annual floods, by cut- 
ting a great number of artificial rivers or canals, 
widk which the waters-were distributeil, the coun- 
try in general benefited, and an easy communi- 
cation effected between the inhabitants. At this 
distance of time it is impossible to determine 
with aiiy degree of precision, which of the im- 
mense rivers in thw country were natural, and 
which were artificial, but geographers seem ^6- 
nerally agreed^ in assign'mg to Nebuchadaeassar 
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the glory of having cut that branch of the Ea- 
phrates \duch fiJIs into the river Tigris at Se- 
leucia* 

The Euphrates itself has its source from the 
Armenian mountains, whence it flows, dividing 
Arabia and Babylon from Mesopotamia, till, 
mixing with its fellow-traveller the Tigris, it 
falls at length into the Persian gulf. The course 
of this river is not rapid ; in many parts it is not 
navigable but to very small vessels ; its water is 
naturally turbid and foul, but when passed 
through a proper strainer, it is lighter, and pre- 
ferable to any other in those regions, and from 
its excellence it obtained a name agnifying the 
vmter ofdedte^ 

The vessels formerly used upon this river were 
round, without distinction of head or stem, and 
po better than great wicker baskets coated over 
with hides, which were guided with long oars* 
These vessels were of different sizes, some of 
them being capable of carrying a burden ot palm- 
wine, to the weight of 5000 talents, besides a 
number of asses. At Babylon, the great mart of 
trade, they used to unload their cargo, sell their 
vessels, but kept the hides, w^hich they brought 
home by land on their asses. 

This country is remarkable for having enclosed, 
according to the most rational opinions, within its 
limits, at least great part of Paradise. Here also 
was the plain of Shinar^ or Senjar, where the whole 
race of mankind were gathered together in one 
body after the flood, fix)m whence 3iey dispersed 
themselves over the face of the earth. 

Nimrod was the founder of Babel; but, for 
many ages, it evidently appears to have remained 
a petty royalty, till the Assyrians paved the way 
to^th^mpire it attained* Its gov^nment waS) 
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in its infancy, tyrannical and despotic, but at the 
death of Nimrod it fell to a level with other 
neighbouring states, till the Assyrians, in process 
of time, laid the foundations whereon it aftef- 
-wards exalted itself as the queen of the etut. The 
government, then, of Babylon, like that of As- 
syria, Was strictly despotical, and its sceptre he- 
re^tary. The whole centered in the person of 
theidng ; all decrees issued from his mouth ; he 
even afiected the power, and claimed the wor- 
ship> which belonged only to the Divinity. This 
was, perhaps, the most effectual means of inti- 
midating not only his own subjects, but sur^ 
rounding nations, who might otherwise have be« 
come rivals of his greatness, and have attempted 
to dispossess him of his kingdom. Upon a prin- 
ciple of this kind, the great conquerors of the 
east have always afiRscted retirement, as too glo- 
lioiis to be beheld by vulgar eyes ; thus con* 
triving to keep in subjection a number of nations, 
of different languages^ complexions, and manners^ 
to a persc«i who must be a stranger to almost aH 

of them* 

The first mbnarchs of Babylon, however, ad- 
ministered their -government by officers of several 
sorts, civil, and military ; and accordingly we find 
them divided into three classes, supposed to be 
selected from among the most grave and not^e 
persons in the empire : the first had the dhai^ 
of the virgins, and their disposal in marriage ; 
and to judge of all matters i^ekting to the con-^ 
nubial state : ^^ second took cognizance of thefts 
and the third of all other crimes. We find, the 
subordinate powers under this inighty emperor 
divided into princes, governors, captains, judges^ 
• * ^ 2F2 
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and counsellors, so that nothing was wanting ta 
keep the peace and good order of the empire. 

This great king of kings had an househc4d 
equal to the sublimity of his station, the chief 
officers of which were, the captain of his guards 
Uie prince of the eunuchs, and the prime minister. 
The first had the execution of his arbitrary c(»a- 
mands ; the second had the charge of the educa- 
tion and subsistence of the youth of the palace, 
and 'the last sat in the king's gate to hear com- 
plaints, and to pass judgments* Besides these, 
there was the master of the magicians always 
at hand to satisfy the king upon any thing he 
might want to know, with regard to futurity and 
prognostication. 

Though these kings seem to have ckumed 
such high honours, and to have considered the 
whole world as created for their use and s^*vice^ 
yet we understand, that they sometimes conde- 
scended to banquet with their great lords and 
chief men of their dominions, of whom we read 
in the book of Daniel, that a thousand were at 
one time entertained by Beltshazzar. The com- 
mon style of salutation to thb sovereign was, 
JSjtngj live for ever I and the man who was so 
happy as in a particular manner to gain his &.- 
vour, was clothed with purple op scarlet, adorned 
with a chain of gold about his neck, and invested 
with som6 government* 

The laws of the empire were in general vague 
and uncertain, depending wholly upon the will 
of the monarch, but one was fixed and irrevo- 
cable, which obliged all, especially the poorer 
sort of the people, to marry. By this law the 
daughters of every man were bestowed in mar- 
riage according to the will of the king or his offi* 
cers, in a manner to be related hereafter. 
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As the laws were changeable) so alsot the 
punishments unfixed, arbitrary, and rigorous, in 
proportion to the dispositions of the sovereign* 
Beheading, cutting to pieces, turning the crimi« 
nal'S; house into a dimghill, and burning in a fiery 
fimiace, at^ ; punishments which were executed 
by order of the kings of Babylon. 
' It is difficult to separate the religion and learn* 
ing of the Babylonians into distinct heads. The 
Chaldsans, properly so called, were not only the 
priests, but the literati of the country* They 
w«re devoted to Jhe business of religion, pretend- 
ed to prophecy, to predict by the rules of augu* 
ry, by the flight of birds, and the inspection of 
slaughtered, victims :-*-they explained dreams 
and all the extraordinary phenomena of nature, 
. as portending good or. evil to men or nations, 
and it was thought by the vulgar, that these 
priests could by Uieir incantations and invoca- 
tions effect the foture welfare of mankind. Hav- 
ing, by their situations, been early attentive to 
celestial observations, they concluded that the 
invisible Deity had created the heavenly bodies 
as the subordinate agents of his power, and as 
ministers pf his will to govern the world. 
. Persuadedof this, they began to build temples 
to the stars, to sacrifice to them, to praise them, 
and to bow down in religious homage before 
them, expecting through their means to obtain 
the &vour and good-v^ of God ; so that they 
esteemed them as mediators between God and 
themselves. In process of time, impostors arose, 
and gave out that they had it enjoined from 
God himself, that some particular star should be 
worshipped in a certain manner, and that none of 
any i^ or degree should be exempt from this 
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duty. Hence men began to effect temples, ^wtth 
images, under trees, upon the summit of hiils or 
mountains, and to assemNe in them fop the pur- 
poses of divine worship. Other impostors, im- 
proving on the first, pretended ^to have been ho- 
noured with particullir instructions from puti* 
cular stars, concerning the exact mode of ww^- 
ship due to them, anid what oug^t, and what 
ought not, to be done to please them. 

Such was the rise of idolatry, which takings 
root among the Chaliiscans, sp^ad its branches 
so iar as to keep in darkness, all the nadons of 
the easL It is certain that the first image wor- 
shippers did not pretend to pay adoraticm to the 
uninformed wood, stone or nuetal, and that in 
their tramution from planet-worship to image- 
worship, they pretended to have infused the yrr» 
tues of the planets into the image that it was 
meant to represent, which they thought might be 
effected by forms of ccHisecration ; and by va- 
rious incantations, they pretended to draw down 
froim the stars t^eir seversd intelligences into 
their respective idols ; hence eame all th6 supers 
stttkm of the talismans^ together with the various 
branches of magic- and sorcery* 

It is evident that this was the origin of image- 
worship, since the names of the pHncipal Gods of 
the heathen in general, are thbse of the sun^ 
moon^ and five primary planets, Saturn, JufHter^ 
Mare, Mercury, and Venus^ 

This was the state of the oid Babyleliian re-^ 
Ugion, till they came to deify mortal men, aa 
Veil as the celestial bodies, a practice, Ibr Wbkh 
two reasons had been assigned; first, the gtiti 
of a parent for a child untimely snatched away^ 
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whose image he may have been tempted to ho^ 
nour as a god when dead ; and to deliver, to 
those who were in sobjection to him, ceremonies 
and sacrifices of duty and commemoration : and 
secondly, the skill of the workman, who, by his 
art might gneatly contribute to the deception of 
•the Ignorant; since being ambitious to flatter some 
great man, he exerted aJl his powers to represent 
him beyond what he truly was ; and that, by the 
heaiity of his work, captivate and delude the un* 
wary multitude, who took him now for a Cody 
whom a little before they honoured as a man. 

It has^ been generally supposed that Ninus 
waa the first person who set up images to be 
worshipped, and particulariy one representing 
his father Belus, granting privileges to those sub- 
jects and pardons to those criminals who resort- 
ed to it. To Belus, as the founder of the Baby- 
lonian and Assyrian empires, not only a temple 
was erected, but an immense building, which 
^consisted of eight towers, raised one upon an* 
otheTy and in the uppermost was a bed magnifi- 
cently set forth, and a golden table near it, but 
no image; nor was any person suflered to be 
here in the night, but a particular woman, who, 
as the priests gave out, was preferred by the god 
ibelbre all others. Beneath this was another 
temi^e, in which was a gigantic image of Jupiter 
( Belus ) all of pure gold, with a table before him 
of the same metal : his throne was also of gold^ 
so that the whole work was valued at feighf hun- 
dred talents of gold. 

As there were two gods in this temple, there 
belonged to it also two altars, one of a moderate 
Mze, and another much larger ; upon theTormer 
XKme. but sucking victims might b^ sacrificed, 
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and vspan the great oiie,*noiie Uiat were no^^ftii 
grown. 

. Such waa^ the god Bejus among tbe Babylo* 
nians, and such his temple and the laok he neld 
in it ; but whether they meant by himy either the 
MiH.or their foimder Puly or whether they trasia«> 
formed him into the sun, or kept the worship of 
their heavenly body^ and. their heno» so distinct 
as never to confeuml them with each 0tibac» is a 
question too difficult 10 h^ decided witivtacG^jf 
racy. >> ^ ■ ' ' ^[ ' Ayx 

The deity aezjb in order to this waa Ve 
whom the Babylonians styled Mylitta* sig 
naother,.and the Giveks Urania; for it 
her that the daughters or women of the < 
werei once in tl^ir life timet bound to n^MK^ 
sacrifice of their virtue* a pmctice whidiirffl 06 
more particularly described among the manbi^ 
and cut^toms of tjiis people* This goddess bal^ 
a jbempie at. Aphae» al^ Babyloa^ and probably m 
other places i. but, for the convenience of those 
who had. M t«»iplea amoAg thcmv tte^ pderta 
carried about sniall tabemacleS) or models .of 
ctifferent temples, consulting, at the same time, 
the devodoQ of the people and their own in- 
terest. 

This goddess was worshipped under ft great 
variety of different names; she was also consi- 
dered as belonging to both sexes, and accord- 
ingly was worshipped by. her votaries sometimes 
in tiiQ atllre of men, and sometknes in that of 
wpmen, the ' men and. the women mutuaHy 
changing dresses with each other, whence it has 
been supposed, that Moses fcurbid tbe women to 
wear Shot pertf^netik to the many or a man tofiui on 
a vxman'9 garments The worship of this pbUKt 
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or idiily mtistthei«fi»te have beien of very ancient 
dfttey and a book on magic is quoted by Maimo^ 
nides, in which it is enjoined, that a man should 
put 6n the flowered garments of a woman when 
be stood before the star Venus, ^tad a woman 
the armlt and armour of a man when she paid 
her devotions to Mars. 

We have a general view given us of the Baby •« 
lonk^ tempJes, idols, and priests, in the book of 
Jetismiah* Thdr idob were of gold, of ^silver, 
ami of wood, and carried about in procession, 
autrounded with the multitudes, woishippingp 
ltem» They were crowned, and clothed in pur- 
ple^ black with the smoke of incense* l%eir 
tsiuttples were ftdl^of smdke and dust, caused bf 
Hie numerous' resort of Votaries* The priests 
Blade free with the ^;oldand silver pivsented to 
llieir gods, bestoWing.it upkm &vDiunte women, 
irhom they accounted sacred. Whatever waa 
differed as a sacrifice to-tfaeir gods,, they 4i|)pfo* 
pnated to themselves ; doathing their wives and 
children with the garments tibat had be^ given 
to adorn their idols* In return fop wluch thef 
were sure to Kght up nundiers of tapers and can* 
dietf to their images, and to sit in. the temples 
with thdr beards and heads closely shaven, un* 
covered, and with their garments rent, crymg 
out before their gods as for the Jamentation of 
some person deceased* i 

The liorrid custom of sacrifich^ human vie- . f* 
tims 16 appease or conciliate their god^ y^ first '4 

practised by the Babylonians, a6d from tl^jpn^' 
it was communicated to the superstitious of tli^ •« « . 
surrounding nations* There are traces of their ., 

ancient cruelty to be chscemed.in the Vorship . 

and rites of the Syrian, or rather the Assyrian a 
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goddess of Hierapolis, to whom parents, witKbut 
remorse, sacrificed their children, by throwing 
them down a precipice in her temple. 

It is now time to speak of the customs of the 
Babylonians, g# which one of the chief seems to 
have been the manner of disposing of their young 
women in marriage. No man had any power 
over his own daughters, but as soon as they were 
fit to marry, they were exposed in some piibfic 
place appointed for the purpose, where, in the 
midst of a crowd of men, who attended upon 
these occasions, they were sold one by one. The 
most beautiful were first put up, and deUveped to 
the highe9t bidder. When all who were valuable 
on account of their charms were disposed of, the 
money that was raised by tMs sale was applied 
in behalf of those to whom nature had not been 
so lavish of her exterior gifts. These were then 
offered to such as would take the least money 
with them ; and the poorer sort, who set a higher 
value upon money than beauty, were as eager in 
under-bidding tis the wealdiy men had been in 
over4)iddlng each other for the faxr ones. The 
consequence of this was, t(iat their young women 
were all disposed of in marriage ; die lower class 
of men were obliged to give security for their 
taking those they had cfabsen, before they were 
in possession of the moaey they had agreed to 
take vrith them. 

. The Babykxiiahs thought themselves polluted 
even b^ th€ use of matrimony, and vrere not al- 
lowed to touch any thing after it, till they had 
*punfied themselves by perfuming and washing 
their bodies. 

. Ever/ Babylopish woman was once in her 1% 
Ume bound to saickifice her virtue to som& strat^ 
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man, at the temple af Venus. They were crown- 
ed with knots and garlands, and ranged in long 
ranks before the temple^ each rank being parted 
iix>m the other by a line, that the men might con- 
veniently pass between them, and choose those 
they liked best. They declared their choice by 
throwing money into the lap of the woman they 
most admired, and saying, as they threw it, / 
hnfdore the goddeae MyHttafor thee* The moneys 
however little, was by no means refused, it was 
accounted sacred, nor had the women the power 
of rejecting any mtan that accosted her in the 
form prescribed, but she was absolutely obliged 
to follow him without delay. 

For five days together every year, they cele- 
bi^ed a festival called Sacca^ during which the 
servants commanded their masters, one of them 
being for the time constituted chief over*the 
house^ and wearing a kind of royal garment 
called Zogana* 

Their mannecof treating their sick was very 
extraordinary. Having no physicians, they used 
to expose them publicly in the most frequented 
places, that every one might see them and offer 
their advice, if they had any knowledge of the 
case, either from their own experience, or from 
the experience of others, nor was it lawful for 
any that passed by to omit this office. They 
Ijuried their dead in wax and honey, and mourned 
'for them after the manner of the Egyptians. 

The Babylonians were excessively credulous, 
superstitious, and as debauched as a nation could 
be. Their credulity appears from tFie high < 
veneration they paid to their priests, jugglers, 
and superstitious practices. So prone wer:i they 
'to idolatry \ that we find Nebuchadnezzar falling 
Vol, II. 2 G 
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down before Daniel to worship him. And de- 
bauchery was encouraged by their princes and 
priests; the Religious rites paid to their great 
goddess, and the revei^nce paid to prostitution, 
rendered them the most sensual and abandoned 
people on the face of the earth. 

They seem to have affected pride and effemi- 
nacy in their dress : their under garmenr was a 
linen vest, down to their heels, over which they 
had another of woollen, and overall, a white 
mantle or cloak* They wore their own hair; 
their heads were adorned with a tiara or mitre, 
and their bodies were anointed with the oil of 
sesame. Each of them wore a seal>ring on the 
finger, aod in their hand a wrought staff or 
sceptre, adorned at the head with some particu- 
lar ensign or figure, without which it was un- 
lawful to appear with one of these staves. 

The Babylonians were ^med for learning, par- 
ticularly the Chaldsans, who were their priests, 
philosophers, astronomers, soothsayers, &c. In 
i*espect to their pretended claim to learning, and 
su2>eii]atural ktK>wledge, the Chaldseans are dis- 
tinguished from the Babylonians, and ai*e said 
to have inhabited a region peculiar to them- 
belves, next to the Arabians and the Persian ^ul& 
'riiey were divided into several sects, distin- 
guished by names taken either from particular 
places, where different doctrines on the same 
points were held, or from particular persons who 
had doctrines peculiar to themselves. Their 
learning was not acquired after the manner of 
the Greeks» but by tradition from father to son ; 
and being exempt from all laborious duties, and 
offices of trust, their only business was to apply 
themselves to the instruction they received. 
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They never departed from principles early im- 
bibed, beings fully satisfied with what they had 
ineceived from their ancestors, and, by a tena- 
eious adherence to this, they became perfectly 
Imowing in what they professed. 

They taught that the world was eternal, but 
acknowledged the superintendance of a cHvine 
Providence, by whom the heavenly bodies were 
directed in their course. They were the first 
who cultivated astronomy, discovered the exact 
motions of the planets, and pretended to under- 
stand the influence they have over things below, 
and from that to be able to foretel what was 
hidden in the womb of futurity. From these 
dehisive amusements they boasted of a know- 
ledge of what was to come ; of a power of avert- 
ing evil and procuring good ; on which account 
they obtained the name of magicians* 

The planets they called interpreters, since their 
motions and appearances portended to them the 
will and pleasure of the gods. Sometimes they 
judged by their rising, sometihtes by their set- 
ting, and sometimfes by the colour and degree 
of their light, whether storms of wind, of rain, 
or excessive drought might be expected. Front^ 
the same appearances they pretended to predict 
the approach of comets, eclipses of the sun and 
moon, earthquakes, and Jhe whole train of what 
were considered as the awful forerunners of the 
good and bad fortunes of nations in general, 
and of monarchs and private persons in partr- 
cttlar. 

Under the six planets they ranged thirty stars, 
Which they called counselling gods; of these, 
half took cognizance of what was done under 
the earth ; and the other half) of what w%s done 
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by men, or ttan&acted in* the heavens. They 
maintained that once in ten days one of tht su^ 
perior stars descended to the inferior as a mes* 
senger from those above; and that» in return, 
an inferior one ascended to the superior in th6 
same quality ; and that this correspondejice was 
natural to them and would coritinue fdr ever,- 
Twelve of these counselling gods presided over 
the signs of the Zodiac; while, twenty-four 
other stars were selected from, that broad bdt, 
twelve towards the north pole, and twelve to- 
wards the south ; those within, sight were as- 
signed as guardians of the living, and the others 
wer< the constellations'of the dead. 

As the Ghaldaean? were peculiarly the men of 
learnings ao the Babylonians properly so called; 
applied themselves to the arts; their immense 
buildings, which could not have; been effected 
without much' skill in geometry, pr(5ve that 
thty must have been gpod mathematicians and 
mechanics* But it is not easy to say how fiu> 
they excelled in perspective, and the true bar* 
mony of proportion ; and it is certain that they 
never attained to any superior excellence in 
painting and statuary. 

Music and poetiy were probably but little 
attained to ; in physic they had yk> regtdar sd-* 
ence, as is evident from their mode of treating 
the sick. The I3abylonians were gi^at archie 
tects, ingenious in casting of metsds, fatnou$ for 
their manufactures, particularly ^r their rich, 
embroideries, magnificent carpets, and fine li-^. 
nen ; so much so that we read of Cato selling a 
l^aby Ionian mantle, which hv4 been left tp him 
by inheritance, as being what he was ashamed 
\o wear* Apd it h;^ been miy th^t at R^o^ 
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more thaii 60001. had been paid for a suit of 
Babylonian hangings. 

. This people was not onljr divided into two 
great tribes, the Babylonians and Chaldeans, 
but into other subordinate sects ; three of these 
subsisted entirely on fish dried in the sun and 
converted into a kind of paste ; others lived on 
aalted bats; bat whether this practice proceeded 
from superstition or want is uncertain, though 
it could hardly be owing to the latter in so plen- 
tiful a country. 

The trade of this ^cient people is no where 
professedly treated of, but it must have been 
considerable when Babylon was in the meridian 
of her glory* This city wa& situated in the 
xnidst of the old world; and by means of two 
great rivers, the Euphrates and Tigris, had a 
very easy communication with the western and 
northern parts, and with the eastern by means 
of the Persian gulf. That the Babylonians had> 
much shipping of their own, and were consider- 
able as navigators, is evident, since their city is 
styled by the prophet a city of waters : and their 
extensive cc»amerce is described in the book of 
Revelations.* 

We might here consider the Babylonians in 
two veiy different views: first, as composing 
« small, though, perhaps, a formidable king- 
dom, immediately after the Deluge ; and se- 
condly, as constituting a potent and wide spread- 
ing empire, founded by, and at last rising upon, 
^e ruins. of the Assyrians^ their brethren. But 
as it is desirable to confine our history to a de- 
tail of well authenticated facts, without amusing 

* Chap. xvii. 2—19. , 

2 c; 3 
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the i^adtr with fictitious or dot^tfui relatioB^ 

.we shall pass over the earlier periods of the 

Babylonian history, which de^nds more upon 

conjecture than upon feet, as weE as that chasm 

of several hundred years, from the tixDie of 

Nimrod, after which, the first kii^ to be 

^^^ mentioned; is Nabonassar, so well known 

from the sera which passes- under his 

name. 

It appears that tl:e Babylonian kingdom rose 
about tlie same time with that of Asayriaj since 
only twenty- four years after the . appearance of 
Pul, the founder .of the Assyrian. mosBrchyy 
Nabonassar is :metition£d as king of Babyk»u 
And it is evident, hoth fit>m. sacred and pn>fiuie 
history, that Babyka was aii independent na- 
tion, governed by its owh kkigs, when the As- 
syrian monarchy was in its full gkuy« Bat we 
are not informed by what .means Nabonassar 
obtained, or how he and his successors contrived 
to keep in possession, a kmgdoni borderii^ on 
the empire of the Assyrians^ who, under the 
conduct of their ambitious aisd «;;irlike princes, 
grrasped at nothing less tbati the sorereigQly of 
the east. With this view they wag^ var with> 
and iniposed their yoke upon, almost a11 sur* 
rounding nations. It 4s probable that Pul, the 
first Assyrian monarch, left two son^ Ti^athf* 
pileser and Nabonassar^ of whom, the. former 
took possession of Assyria, and the latter of Ba-^ 
bylon, living in strict unity with xtfie another \ a 
circumstance wluch will account for the inde< 
pendence of the Babylc»iian kingdom. 

Aihong the successors of Nabonassai.we mu^ 
nc^ice Mardoc-empad, who was undoubtedly the 
Marodnck-balan of the Scripttms^ and waa the 
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fif^t Babylonian monarch whom we find having 
had intercourse with the kmgs at Jerusalem. 
He sent: a special embassy to congratalale He- 
zekiah on his recovery, and to inquire, as it 
is generally supposed, concemii^. the sun's re- 
trogression* As the kings of Assyria and Ba-* 
by Ion were at that time united by the strktesc 
union, nothings less than ah event so, extraordi- 
nary coutd justify the king of Babylon in cor- 
responding with a prince, then at open war with 
the Assyrian monarch. 

We omit the m^nt^oning of several other sove- 
reigns of this kitigdom, of whom we know little 
more than the order in which they reigiied, t^ll 
we come to Assar-addin^ who, alter he had pre- 
sided for some time over the Assyrian kingdom,^ 
seized upon that of Babylon, where he reigned 
thirte^ years. Two of his successors only 
tniuntained their power over the empire, when 
Nlibopallasar seked upon it himself, transferre^d 
die seat of the Assyrian mcmarchy to Babylon, 
and entering into an alliance with Cyaxares the 
Mede, joined with him in a war against Assyria, 
which theyveduoed to a very low condition. He 
did not' live, however, to see its final destruction, 
for an irruption of the Scythians put a stop to 
the progress ^ the new ^allies for the space of 
twenty-eight years. 

This prince is called by contraction Nabu- 
lassar; he is also called Nebuchadonosor f and 
Nebuchadneziar. As the Assyrians, as well as 
the Babylonians and Medes^ "^ere at this time 
wholly employed in defending Aemselves against 
ihe Scythians, Pharaoh-Necho, kirtg of Egypt, 
kdd hold of so ^vourable an opportunity to re^ 
«over the city of Carchemishy then sutf{ect to^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



544 BABYLOXXAVS. 

the king of Assyria. Kii^ Josiah attempted t<^ 
oppose the Egyptian on his march, but his^ 
army was rout^ and himself slain. This suc« 
cess, and particulariy the surrender of Carche- 
mish, encouraged the governor of PhxDJce ta 
revolt from Nabopallas^, who being advanced 
in years, took his son Nebuchadnezzar for a 
partner in the kingdom, and seat iiim at the 
head of an army against the Egyptians, and re* 
volted Syrians* Over the Egyptians the young 
prince gained a complete victory, retook Car-t 
chemifth, and put the garrison to the sword. 
. ^. Elatod with this success, he marched 
^ ' inter Jttdea, took Jerusalem, rifled the 
temple^ and. seized on.Jehoiakim, intend-* 
ing to have sent him prisoner to Babylon ;• but 
upon the promise of becoming a» annual tribu- 
tary, the Babylonian left him. as a kind of vice«- 
roy. This victorious prince,^ talking advantage 
of his success, made himself master of all the 
country between the Nile and the Euphrates* Iiv 
the mean time, by the death of his father, he be- 
came sole king of Babylon, and his first care was 
to enlarge and adorn the seat of empire* While h& 
was thus employed, he was greatly harassed by 
dreams, one o£ which, though he was unable ta 
cecal any of the circumstances connected with 
it, gave him peculiar uneasiness* In this dis* 
tress he assembled his magicians, and inquired 
of them what his dream had been ; but they una* 
nimously answered that it was not their province 
to interpret dreaf\is, the gods only being capa- 
ble of revealing to man what he had dreamt- 
Provoked by this answer, the king ordered them; 
all to be put to death ; but before his ooramands* 
coukl be executed^ Daniel^ .wi)o had been broiighti 
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to Babyl<Mi among the other Jewish captives, 
prevailed tipon the captain of the guard to in- 
troduce him tot the king, to- whom he gave such 
complete satisfaction on the subject of his dream, 
t^at th6 mbnarch fell upon his &6e worshipping 
X>ahiel, and acknowledged his God to be the 
God of gods, and Lord of kings. He also gave 
him eictraordiljrary demonstrati^is' of esteem,' 
ihvested him with the government of Btibylon, 
and appointed hini chief of the wise men of tlie 
city* 

Cyaxares the Mede, having entered into an 
alliance with N^buchadneatarr, th«y miirched 
agodnst Nineveh, took HM; protftl metropbU&i 
levelled it with tfte^ground^ and' put an end to 
the Assyrian eitiplte.^ N^ebiicfaadneiauip sobn after- 
sent an army against Jerusalem, which he himself 
joined, said having' completely invested the city, 
he iordered thb king Jehoiadiinj Whb* ^me out to 
Hitt^ with his mbther, and his whol^^urt, in a* 
moat submissive m«tnner, to be an^sted and 
carried . prisoners to Babylon. Having made 
himself master of the place, he. ransacked and 
plundered it a second time^ and carried off an 
immense booty, and such numbers of cajitives 
of all ranks and Conditions, that scarcely a siif-* 
ficient nutniber of hands were left to cultivate 
the land. He then set Mattaniah on the throne 
c^ that desolate kingdom, changing, his name 
to Zeidekiah,^ at the same time laying him under, 
a. certain tribute* and obliging him to take an 
oath (^fidelity and allegiance* 

This mighty pWnce, the instrument of God^s' 
wrath to putiish the wickedness of the nations 
about him, had his victories always preceded by 
prophecies from the mouth of Jeremiah; who 
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at one time when the kings of the Moabites, Ty- 
nans and Zidontans^ would have tempted Zede- 
luahf the thoughtless king of Jerusalem^, to rise 
against Nebuchadnezzar, sent to each of their 
ambassadors in his court, a present of yokes and 
bonds, to be carried to their masters with th» 
declantion) That the Lord of hosts, the God of 
the whole earth, had doomed them all to be ser- 
vants to the Babyl<Hiian monarch, and that 
those who quietly submitted, and faithf\^y 
obeyed the king, should find mercy and remsto 
quietly in their own iahd ; biit that the disobe- 
dient and rebellious should be utterly destroyed* 

However great and terrible Nebuchadnezzi^ 
is represented to have been, yet several of the 
tributary nations soon attempted to throw off 
their allegisaice, and tfo free themselves from the. 
severity of his yoke. Putting himself at tilie 
head of his army, he advanced to the frontiers, 
resolving to punish those who presumed to call 
in question the right of his authority. Beings 
however>* m suspitnce, with which peopde he 
should commence his operations* he referred the 
determination ^tq the ordinary methods' of divi- 
nation in practice wi^h the Chaldaeans) who, 
having consulted the entrails of animals^ their 
« ims^es, and then* arrows,* gave it as their opi- 

• This practice of divining by arrows comlnned among 

the Arabs, till Mohammedism f>revaiiedt wlych absolute- 

' \y forbid it. " The arrows used for this purpose were with* 

out heads or feathers, and were kept in the temple of 

' ^ some idol, in whose prescnae they consulted. Seven such 

', afTOws were kept at the temple of Mecca, but three only 

/ were used inr divination, on one of which was written^* 

" ili/ Lordhatb comtnanded me ;^* on another/ "J^ Itord 

bijtb forbidden ma** and the third was a blank. If the 
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bion, that the war should first be commenced 
against the Jews. The Babylonian army march- 
ed from the capital, and in a short time put an 
end to the Israelitish kingdom ; and the victori- 
ous monarch returned to his metropolis, adding 
great strength and glory to it, by the immense 
booty he brought with him, and a numerous ac* 
cession of new i(ihabitants* 

With the gold he amassed in this expedition, 
it is thought be erected the monstrous colossus 
of that metal, in honour of his god Bel ; it was 
sixty cubits in height, and six cubits in breadth* 
Before this he commanded all persons to fidl 
down and pay religious homage ; but three He- 
brew youths, Shadrach, Mesbech, and Abednego, 
courageously refused to- comply with the king's 
command, and on that account were thrown 
into a burning furnace, from which they mira- 
culously escaped unhurt* To this wonderful 
scene Nebuchadnezaar was an eye witness ; and 
convinced of his own impiety and folly, he de^ 
creed, that whosoever shouj^ blaspheme the 
name of the G<^ of Shadrach, Meshech, and 
Abednego, should be cut in pieces, and hts 
house be turned into a dunghill. 

This mighty prince, in the twenty-second year 
of his reign, crossed the Euphrates, subduec^ 
Tyre and many otfier nations^ made himself 
• • 

first were dngvn» they looked en it as an approbation of 
the enteiprise in question ; if the second, they drew a 
contrary conclusion ; but if the third happened to be 

'drawn, they mixed them and€rew them over again, till 
a deci9*/e answer was obtained. These divining arrows 
were generally consulted before any thiifg of moment was 

' undertaken, asrwhen i, man was about to marry, or about 
t9 go a journey, or the like. * 
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master of Egypt, and tarrirf a^ay a greftt 
number of the inhabltanta into captivity. About 
the same period he conquered several of the 
other African states. 

Thus far we have seen him as a, warrior, ex- 
celling all the Babylonian princes who went be* 
fore him ; we are now to consider him as the 
founder of the magnificence of Babylon, one of 
the wonders of the world* TJbe most £sLmous 
works in and about it) were the walls of the 
city ; the temple of Bdus ; Nebuchadnezzar's 
palace ; the hanging gardens ; the banka oi the 
.river ; the artificial lake, and the canals. 

The walls of the city were sixty miles in 
compass, three .hundred and fifty feet in height, 
and eighty -seven feet thick. In them there were 
an hundred gates, aH of solid brass ; between 
every two of thes^ gates, at proper distanoe% 

. were three .towers^ £^ four more at the corner^ 
of th^ great squace, and three between each of 
.theste comers and the next, gate on either side. 
From the twenty^ve gat^s on each side of thiji 
squane^ihere waS^a straight street extending to the 
corresponding gate in Uie opposite wall, whence 
the whole number of streets vf^s but fifty, ea^oh 
being fifteen miles long : the houses w^re threo 

«or four stories in height, and beautified with all ^ 
manner of oEnameQls*. * 

A branch of the E«ph'rates divided the city, 
running through the midst «f it fiapm north tt> ' 
south, over wMch, in the very nfiddle of the 
city, was a bridge a /urlong in length ; at each 
end were two palaces of considerable magnitude 
and splendour. It is . certain that this cj4y «^ 
never wholly inhabited, so that. even in the me-* ^ 
ridian of its glory it nftght be compared to the 
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floorer of the field, which flourishes to-day, and 
to-morrow is no more* 

The next great work was the temple of Belus. 
The wonderful tower that stood in the middle 
thereof was not his work, but was built many 
ages befi)re, and is supposed to have been *the 
famous tower of Babel. 

^ Next this temple, on the same east side of the 
- river, stood the old palace of the kings of Baby- 
lon, being four miles in circumference. Exactly 
opposite to it, on the other side of the river, was 
the new palace built by Nebuchadnezzar, eight 
miles in circumference^ and consequently four 
dmes as large as the old one. 

But nothing was more wotiderfol at Babylon 
than the hanging-gardens, which Nebuchadnez- 
zar made in complaisance to his wife, who, being 
a Mede, and retaining a strong inclination for 
the mountains and- forests of her own country, • 
desired to have something like them at Babylon. 
They were four hundred feet square, and con- 
sisted of terraces one above another, carried up 
to the heiglit of th^ wall of the;»city ; the ascent 
from terrace to terrace being by steps ten feet 
wide. The whole pile consisted of substantial 
arches upon arches, and was strengthened by a 
. wall surrounding it ^n every side, twenty-two* 
feqjt thick. The floors were made so as to re- 
tain the moisnire of the fhould, which was suf- 
ficiently deep to afford space for the roots of the 
greatest trees that were planted on the terrace, 
-together ^th an immense number of shrubs of 
every ]^ind. Upon the uppermost of these ter- 
itces^ras a reservoir, filled by a certain engine 
*wi*h water from the river, from whence the 
gardens on the other termces were supplied. 
. Vgu-I?. 3H * . ^ 
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The other works attributed to Nebuchaidne38» 
zar, were the banks of the river, the artificial 
canals, and the great lake. The canals Were 
cut out on the east side of the Euphrates, to con- 
vey away the waters of that river, when it over- 
flowed its banks, into the Tigris, before they 
reached B^ylon. 

The lake was forty miles square, and about 
forty feet deep ; it was originally conUived to re- 
ceive the waters of the river while the banks were 
building on each side of it« But botli the lake 
and the canal that led to it were preserved after 
that work was completed, being found of gresA 
use, not only to prevent tiie overflowing, but to 
keep water all the year, as in a common reser- 
voir, to be let out, on proper occasions, by 
sluices, for the improvement of the land. 

The tower, or temple, stood to the time of 
Xerxes, who, returning from the Grecian expe- 
^tion, first plundered it of its immense wealth* 
demoli^ed the whole, and laid it in ruins. Alex- 
ander proposed ^o rebuild it, but the death of 
that conqueror ^ut a stop to^the design* From 
this time the glory of Babylon rapidly declined, 
till at length die place on which this monument 
of human industry and art had reared its stu- 
pendous head, was entirelv forgotten. 

We are now to behold this oreatest among 
mortal princes, in a different aiKT truly melan- 
choly point of view, not only hurled from his 
throne, but degraded beneath th^ meanest of 
the race of mankind, and exhibited as an ex- 
ample of terror to princes, who, swoln jvith va- 
nity, and drunk with power, would arrggate^o 
themselves divine honours. 

Scarcely had Nebuchadnezzar /etame<^ ftoia 
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the wars, before he was admonished by a dreamy 
which none of his wise men could interpret. 
The prophet Daniel, however, declared that it 
was prophetic of the sentence denounced by hea- 
ven against Mm, in consequence of which he 
was to be driven out from the society of men,^ 
and become as a beaiit, in which state he would 
remsan till he should be brought to a due sense 
of the supremacy and omnipotence of God, when 
the kingdom should once more revert to him* 

This awfiil and extraordinary sentence seems 
to have made no lasting impression upon the 
king, for in a very few months after die denun- 
ciation, as he was walking in his palace, or, as 
•ome critics think, on the uppermost of the ter- 
races of his hanging garden, and contemplating 
the glories of the city he had adorned, unable to 
contain the pride of his heart, he exclaimed, " Is 
«' not this Great Babylon, that I have built, for 
« the house of the kingdom, by the might of my 
" power, and for the honour of my majesty?** 
No sooner had he thus spoken, than a voice fmm 
heaven proclaimed, " O king Nebuchadnezzar, 
" to thee it is spoken, the kingdom is departed 
>*from thee." And we are infoi^d, that he 
was immediately driven from the society of men, 
and dwelt with the beasts of the field ; that he 
ate grass as an ox, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like 
eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 
Those who do not take these words in their 
strict literal sense, suppose, that losing his 
Benses, he wandered about the fields, and took 
up fits abode there with the cattle, till seven> 
years had passed over his- head*- 
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During this disorder, his son Evil-merodach 
administered the government so ill, as to draw 
down upon him his father's heavy displeasure, 
and a just punishment. When the king came to 
his right understanding, he satisfied his injured 
subjects by exemplary justice on his son ; and 
givmg the honour and praise due to God, ac« 
knowledging him to be above all, he continued 
in the possession of his kingdom a year longer^, 
and then died, having reigned about forty-four 
years. 

The circumstances of his death have been 
thus related : Having ascended to the top . of his 
palace, he prophesied to this. effect — ^^^Behold^ 
^^ O Babylonians, I foretel you a calamity a( 
" hand, which not the Bates, nor our fore^aither 
^Belus can possibly avert. A Persian mule 
^^ shall come, and, by the assistance of your own. 
^ godsy shall load your necks with a most gal- 
<< ling yoke ; and this destruction shall be&i 
** you by means of a Mede, in whom the Assy- 
** nans were accustomed t» glory. O, would 
« that he, ere thus he betrays my people, were 
" swaltowed up by some whirlpool, or over- 
^< whelmed: in the depths of the sea^ or that, 
<^ hurried away into some Icoiely desert, . he might 
^' there remain a wanderer, never to behold the 
^< footsteps of mankind* O grant, unto me, before 
^^he is agitated by this i^e of mind, to share 
" a happier end." Thus speaking, he was sud- 
denly snatched from the sight of men : the same 
end Sei^ramis is ssdd to have made. 

Evil-merodach, who succeeded his father, by 
a false step in the early part of his life, laid the 
foundation of that animosity in the Medes and 
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Persians, which brought on the dissolution of 
the Babylonian empire. For, having in a great 
hunting match entered the country of the 
Medes, he began, without any provocation to 
plunder and lay waste the neighbouring lands* 
Upon which, Astyages the Mede, attended by 
his son Cyaxares, his grandson Cyrus, and such 
troops as could be collected on the emergency, 
marched out to meet him, being determined to 
repel force by force. The parties engaged, 
£vil-merodach was put to the route, and pur- 
sued witli great slaughter to his own borders. 

£vil-merodach had reigned but two - years^ 
when he was murdered by Neriglissar his sis- 
ter's husband, who succeeded to the vacant 
throne. The first act of this prince was to en- 
deavour to excite all the neighbouring monarehs 
against the growing power of the Medes and 
Persians. On the beginning of the fourth year 
of his reign, preparations were made on both 
sides ; the Medes and Persians were commanded 
by Cyrus, the Babylonians, with their allies, 
took the field under the conduct of Neriglissar, 
and Croesus, king of Lydia. The Babylonian 
army, consisting of a mixed multitude of various 
nations, exceeded very much in numbers that of 
their opponents, till they were joined by rein- 
forcements under Tigranes, the Armenian. In 
the midst of the preparations, ambassadors ar- 
rived from India, to inquire into the grounds 
and causes of the war, with an offer of media- 
tion, if it might be accepted, and with ^threat, 
in case it was rejected, of joining those who 
should appear to have the most justice on their 
side. 
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It is not known how this embassy was coii^' 
eluded, but the commencement of hostilities 
was greatly to the disadvantage of Neriglissar. 
Cyrus subdued the Chaldaans, and obliged them 
to take refage in their mountains. These Chal- 
daans were the most valiant race of men in all 
these parts, carrying with them no other arms- 
than a wicker shield and two javelins ; they en*- 
tered willingly into foreign pay, being naturally 
addicted to war, and very poor. 

When the main armies engaged, the Babylo- 
nians were unable to stand the shock, but betook 
themselves to flight ; Cyrus pursued them even- 
into their intrenchments, killed Neriglissar, and: 
took a multitude of prisoners, and the baggager 
of the whole army. 

The death of the king was an infinite loss to* 
the Babylonians, for he was a man of great cou- 
rage, conduct, and wisdom. His loss was the 
more deplored on account of the tyrannical go- 
vernment of his son and successor, Laboroscar- 
chod, who was in every respect the reverse of 
bis father, being addicted to all manner of wick- 
edness, cruelty, and injustice. Two acts of his 
cruelty towards Gobryas and Godates, Babylo- 
nian lords, are particularly mentioned. The. 
only son of the former he slew at a hunting 
match, because he pierced with his dart a wild 
beast which the king had missed. The other 
he caused to be made an eunuch, because one of 
his concubines had commended his beauty. This 
king w# slain by his own subjects, and was suc- 
ceeded by Nabonadius, who had the chief hand 
in the murder. 

It appears that Nabonadius was the same with. 
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Km who is called in the book of Daniel, Bel* 
shazzar, and that in his reign the proud city of 
Babylon, the metropolis of the east, Was com- 
pletely mined. Cyrus, having subdued the se- 
veral nations from the -figean sea to the Eu- 
phrates, and also Syria and Arabia, bent his . 
march toward Babylon, and closely besieged the 
city. Having spent two years without gaining 
any considerable advantage over the place, he 
at last resolved upon the following stratagem, 
which gave him complete possession of it. Being 
Informed, that a great annual feast was to be 
kept in Babylon, and that all the inhabitants, on 
that occasion, were accustomed to spend the 
night in drinking and debauchery, he chose that 
' as a proper time to surprise them, and accord- 
ingly sent a strong detachment to the head of 
the canal leading to the great lake, with orders 
to break down the bank at a certain hour, and 
to turn the whole current into the lake. At the 
same time he appointed a bo<|y of troops at the 
place where the river entered into the city, and 
another where it came out, ordering them to 
march in by the bed of the river, as soon as it 
was fordable. These troops were commanded 
by Gobryas and Godates, who, on account of 
the cruelty experienced by them in the former 
reign, had joined the army and cause of Cyrus. 
When they entered the city, they found all the 
•gates open, and were enabled to penetrate into the 
very centre of it without opposition : and meet- 
ing at the palace, according to a pre-Micerted 
plan, they surprised the guards, and cut them 
to pieces. Those who were in the palace, open- 
ing the gates to inquire into the cause of the 
confusioui the Persians rushed in, took posses- 



dby VJ^ 



356 BABYLONIANS. 

sion of the palace, and killed Nabonadius, who, 
sword in hand, came out to meet them. The 
rest submitted, and the Medes and Persians be- 
came masters of the place. Thus was an end 
put to the Babylonian empire, and the prophe- 
cies fulfilled which Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Da- 
niel, had uttered against it. In that very night 
the king had entertained a thousand of his lords 
at a great banquet, and having pro&i^ed the sa- 
cred vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
from Jerusalem, he first saw written on the wall 
of the banqueting room, and afterwards heard 
from the mouth of Daniel, the awful doom. 
that hia kingdom was tctkenfrom himj and given tv 
the Aicdea and Persians ; a sentence that was pro- 
bably eKecuted before the prophet could well * 
have explained to the terrified monarch and his 
guests its true nature and* import. 
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